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ADDRESS, 

As this Ng> commences the Times 
and Seasous, it is but proper that we 
should lay before its readers, the course 
we intend to pursue, with regard to 
the editorial department of the same. ■: 

We wish to make it a source of 
light and instruction to all those who 
may peruse its columns, by laying be- 
fore them, in plainness, the great plan 
of salvation which was devised in 
heaven from before the foundation of 
the world, as made known to the saints 
of God, in former, as well as latter 
days; and is, like its Author, the same 
in all ages, and changeth not. 

In order for this, we may at times, 
dwell at considerable length, upon the 
fullness of the everlasting gospel of 
Jesus Christ, as laid down in the re- 
vealed word of God; the necessity of 
embracing it with full purpose of heart, 
and living by all its precepts; remem- 
bering the words of our Savior, "he 
that will be my disciple let him take up 
his cross and follow me." 
i We shall treat freely upon the gath- 
ering of Israel, which is to take place 
in these last days — of the dispensation 
of the fullness of times, when the full- 
ness of the Gentiles is to come in, and 
the outcasts of Jacob be brought back 
to dwell upon the lands of their inher- 
itance, preparatory to that great day 
of rest, which is soon to usher in, 
wheitChrist will reicn with his saints 
upon earth, a thousand years, accord- 
ing to the testimony of all the holy 
prophets since the world began. 

We shall also endeavor to give a 
detailg^. history of the persecution and 
suffering, which the members of the 
church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 
Saints, has had to endure in Missouii, 
and elsewhere, for their religion. A 
mere synopsis of which, would swell 
this address to volumes; therefore we 
are compelled to let it pass for the 
present, by touching upon a few of its 
most prominent features. 

In Jackson county, Missouri, in the 
year 1833, several wci% murdered — 
oue whipped to death — a number shot 
— others whipped until they were liter- 



ally cut to pieces, then left to die; but 
God, through his kindness, spared 
their lives — others tarred and feather- 
ed—between two and three hundred 
men had their houses plundered, and 
then burned to ashes, and they, with 
their wives and little ones, driven iftto 
the forests to 'perish. 

Again, in 1836 they were informed 
by the citizens of Clay county Mo. 
(where they settled after being driven 
from Jackson,) that they could dwell 
there no longer; consequently they 
were compelled to seek a location else- 
where; notwithstanding the greater 
part of them had purchased the land 
upon which they lived, with their own 
money, with the expectation of .^cur- 
ing to themselves and families, perma- 
nent abiding places, where they could 
dwell in peace: but in this they were 
mistaken, fur in the latter pan of this 
same year, they were obliged to move 
out of the county, when they went to 
a back prairie country, where the oth- 
er citizens assured them they might 
dwell in safety. 

Here they commenced their labors 
with renewed courage, firmly believing 
they were preparing peaceful horned 
where they could spend the remainder 
of their days in the sweet enjoyment 
of that liberty which was so dearly 
bought by the blood 6f their venerable 
Fathers, but which had been so cruelly 
wrested from them, by the hands of 
their oppressors, in both Jackson and 
Clay counties. But here again they 
were sadly disappointed, for no sooner 
had they built comfortable dwelling 
places, and opened beautiful and ex- 
tensive farms, which their untiring in- 
dustry and perseverance soon accom- 
plished, tlian their neighbors in the 
adjoining counties began to envy them, 
and look upon them with a jealous eye; 
so that in the year 1838, mobs again 
began to harrass and disturb them, by 
stealing their cattle and hogs, burning 
their houses, and shooting at theirjnen; 
when they petitioned the Governor for 
protection, which he utterly refused. 
They then saw there was no other 
way but to staud in their own defence; 
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which they prepared to do with all pos 
Bible diligence. This was no sooner 
made known to the Governor, than lie 
ordered out the militia, (report says; 
THIRTY THOUSAND) about twehel 
thousand 6f which, were on the march 
and issued his Edict, Maxipjitt like, to 
have the saints EXTERMINATED, 
or EXPELLED ^om the Stato/ortft- 
iritk Accordingly, many were mur- 
dered, or rather martyred*— about Gt) 
thrust into prison— several hundred 
families driven from their homes, in 
the short space of ten days, in the 
midst of a very remarkable snow storm 
in the month of November— their pro- 
perty plundered and the whole 

church, comprising about twelec thou- 
sand souls, expelled Uom the State!! 

Thus yoU see, geii'le reader, a mi- 
nute history of alt those transactions 
mentioned above, will be a subject of 
no small moment; when we consider 
that they have all been performed in 
the midst of this boasted land of Liber- 
ty; whose whole fabric, rests upon this 
one pivot, liberty of conscience. 

Deprive her citizens of this heav- 
enly boon, which is so freely granted 
to all, by the Author of our existance, 
and all her hopes of future prosperity 
are blasted forever; she can stand no 
longer, as a free Republican Govern- 
ment, but must fall to rise no more. 

With these brief remarks we shall 
submit the Times and Seasons to an 
enlightened public, feeling assured that 
it will bs hailed as a welcome guest, 
by every lover of freedom, and receive 
that encouragement which its merits 
<rmy demand. 

E. ROBINSON, 
D. C, SMITH. 





















Uxtvact, 

FROSI THE PKIVATS JOURNAL OF 

JOSEPH SMITH JR. 

: On the fourteenth day of March, in 
the year of our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and thirty eight, 1 with 
my family, arrived in Far West, Cald- 
well county Missouri, after a journey 
of more than one thousand miles, in 
the winter season* and being about 
eight weeks on our Journey; during 
which we suffered great affliction, and 
met with considerable persecution on 



meeting my friends in the west, and 
anticipating the pleasure of dwelling 
in peace, and enjoying the blessings 
thereof, buoyed mc vf^ unJer the diffi- 
culties and trials which I had then to 
endure. However,- I had not been 
there long before 1 was given to un- 
derstand that plots were laid, by wick- 
ed and designing men for my dcsiruc- 
ti<}n, who sought every opportunity to 
take my life; and that a company on 
the Grindstone forks of Grand river, 
in the county of Daviess, had offered 
the sum of one thousand dollars for 
my scalp: persons of whom 1 had no 
knowledge whatever, and who, I sup* 
pose, were entire strangers to me; and 
in order to accomplish their wicked 
design, I was frequently waylaid &c.; 
consequently, my life was continually 
in jeopardy. 

I could hardly have given credit to 
such statements, had they not been 
corroborated by testimony, the most 
strong and convincing; as shortly af- 
ter my arrival at Far West, while wat- 
ering my horse in Shoal Creek, I dis- 
tinctly heard three or four guns snap, 
which were undoubtedly intended for 
my destruction; however, I was mer- 
cifully preserved from those who 
sought to destroy me, by their lurking 
in the woods and hiding places, for this 
purpose. r t* - w 

My enemies were not confined alone, 
to the ignorant and obscure, but men 
in office, and holding situations under 
(he Governor of the State, proclaimed 
themselves my enemies, and gave en- 
couragement t ) others lo destroy me; 
amongst whom, was Judge King, of 
the iiftli Judicial circuit, who has fre- 
quently been heard to say that i 
ough t to "be beheaded on account of my 
religion- Expressions such as these, 
from individuals holding such impor- 
tant offices as Judge King's, could not 
fail to produce, and encourage perse- 



cution against me, and fhe people with 
whom I was connected. And in con- 
sequence of the prejudice which existed 
in the mind of this Judge, which he 
did not endeavor to keep secret, but 
made it as public as he could, the peo- 
ple took every advantage they possibly 
could, in abusing me, and threatening 
my life; regardless of the laws, which 
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promise protection to every religious 
society, without distinction. 

During this state of things I do not 
recollect that either myself, or the peo- 
ple with whom I was associated, bad 
done any thing to deserve such treat* 
menl, hot felt a desire to live at pence, 
;md on friendly terms, with the citizens 
of that, and the adjoining counties, as 
well as with nil men; and I can truly 
say, "for my love they were my ene- 
mies," and ''sought to slay me without 
any cause," or the least shadow of a 
pretext. 

My family was kept in a continual 
state of alarm, not knowing, When I 
went from home, that 1 should ever re- 
turn again; or what would befaiZ mc 
from day to day. But notwithstanding 
these manifestations of enmity, I hoped 
that the citizens would eventually cease 
from their abusive and murderous pur- 
poses, and would reflect with sorrow 
upon their conduct in endeavoring to 
destroy me, whose only crime was in 
worshipping the God of heaven, and 
keeping his commandments; and that 
they would soon desist from harras&ing 
a people who were as good citizens as 
the majority of this vast republic — who 
labored almost night and day, to culti- 
vate the ground; and whose industry, 
during the time they were in that 
fieighborhood, was proverbial. 

In the latter part of September, A. 
I). 1838, 1 took a journey, in compa- 
ny with some others, to the lower part 
of the county of Caldwell, fur the pur- 
pose of selecting a location for a 
Town. While on my journey, I was 
met by one of our brethren from Do- 
wilt, in Carroll county, who stated that 
our people, who had settled in that 
place, were, and had been for some 
time, surrounded .by a mob, w ho had 
threatened their live?, and had shot at 
them several times; and tint he was 
on his way to Far West, to inform the 
brethren there, of the facts. I was 
surprised on receiving this intelligence, 
although there had, previous to this 
time, been some manifestations of 
mobs, but I had hoped that the goad 
sense of the majority of the people, 
and their respect for the constitution, 
would have pu*. down any spirit oj 
persecution, which might have been 
nanife?ted in that neighborhood. 



Immediately on receiving this intell- 
igence, I made preparations to go to 
that place, and endeavor if possible, 
to allay the feelings of the citizens, 
and save the lives of my brethren who 
were thus exposed to their wrath. I 
arrived at Dewitt, about the first 
of October, and found that the 
accounts of the situation of that place* 
were correct, for it was with much 
difficulty, and by travelling unfrequen- 
ted roads, that I was able to get there; 
ail the principal roads being strongly 
guarded by tha mob, who refused all 
ingress as well as egress. I found my 
brethren, (who were only a handful!, 
in comparison to the mob, by which 
they were surrounded,) in this situa- 
tion, and their provisions nearly ex- 
hausted, and no prospect of obtaining 
any more. ' \ 

We thought it necessary to send im- 
mediately to the Governor, to inform 
him of the circumstances; hoping, from 
the Executive, to receive the protection 
which we needed, and which was 
guaranteed to us, in common with oth- 
er citizens. Several Gentlemen of 
standing and respectability, who lived 
in the immediate vicinity, (who were 
not in any wise connected with the 
church of Latter Day Saints,) who 
had witnessed the proceedings of our 
enemies; came forward and made affi- 
davits to the treatment we had receiv- 
ed, and concerning our perilous situa- 
tion; and offered their services to gr> 
and present the case to the Governor 
themselves. A messenger was ac- 
cordingly despatched to his Excellen- 
cy, who made known to him our situa- 
tion. Hut instead of receiving any aid 
whatever, or even sympathy from his 
Excellency, we were told that •Ihe 
quarrel was between the Mormons and 
the mob," a.'id th.U " wo might fight it 
out." In the mean time, we had peti- 
tioned the Judges to protect us. They 
<sent out about one hundred of the mill- 
;tia, under the command of Brigadier 
General Parks; but almost immediate- 
ly on their arrival, General Parks in- 
formed us that the greater part of his 
men under Capt. Bogart had mutinied, 
and that ho shoud bo obliged to draw 
them ott' from the place, for fear they 
would join the mob; consequently h«» 
cou'd afford us no assistance. 
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We had now, no hopes whatever, of] 
successfully resisting the mob, who 
kept constantly increasing: our pro- 
visions were entirely exhausted and 
we being wearied out, by continu- 
ally standing on guard, and watching 
the movements of our enemies; who, 
during the time 1 was there, fired at us 
a great manv times. Some of the 
brethren died, for want of the com- 
, mon necessaries of life, and perished 
from starvation; and for once in my 
life, I had the pain of beholding some 
of my fellow creatures fall victims to 
the spirit of persecution, which did 
then, and has since prevailed to such 
an extent in Upper Missouri — men too, 
who were virtuous, and against whom, 
no legal process could for one moment, 
be sustained; but who, in consequence 
of their love to God — attachment to his 
cause — and their determination to keep 
iho faith, were thus brought to an ifn-i 
timely grave. 

Many houses belonging to my 
brethren, were burned; their cattle driv- 
en away, and a great quantity of their 
property destroyed by the mob. See- , 
ing no prospect of relief, the Gover- 
nor having turned a deaf ear to our 
entreaties, the militia having mutinied, 
and the greater part of them ready to 
join the mob; the brethren came to the 
conclusion to leave that place, and 
seek a shelter elsewhere; they conse- 
quently took their departure, with a- 
bout seventy waggons, with the rem- 
nant of the property they had been 
able to save from their matchless foes, 
and proceeded to Caldwell. During 
our journey, we were continually har- 
rassed and threatened by the mob, who 
shot at us several times; whilst sever- 
al of our brethren died from the fatigue 
and privations which they had to en- 
dure, and we had to infer them by the 
wayside, without a collin, and under! 
circumstances the most distressing. 

On my arrival in Caldwell I was in- 
formed by General Douiphan of Clay 
county, that a company of mobbers 
eight hundred strong, were marching 
towards a settlement of our people's in 
Daviess count v. He ordered out one 
of the officers to raise a force and 
march immediately to what he called 
Wight's town and defend our people 
from the attacks of the mob, until he 

should raise the militia in his, and the 



adjoining counties to put them down. 
A small company of militia who were 
on their route to Daviess county, and 
who had passed through Far West, he 
ordered back again, statir^ that they 
were not to be depended upon^as many 
of them were disposed to join tte mob; 
and to use his own expression, were 
"damned rotten hearted." Accord'mg 
to orders Lieut. Colonel Hinklc march- 
ed with a number of our people to Da- 
viess county to afford what assistance 
they could to their brethren. Having 
some property in that county and hav- 
ing a house building there, I went up at 
the same time. While I was there a 
number of houses belongingto our peo- 
ple were burned by the mob, who com- 
mitted many <ther depredations, such 
as driving oiF horses, sheep, cattle hogs 
&c. A number, whose houses were 
burned down as well as those who lived 
in scattered and lonely situations, fted 
into the lown for safety, and for shelter 
from the inclemency of the weather, as 
a considerable snow storm had taken 
place just about that time; women and 
chUjken, some in the most delicate sit- 
uauffifc, were thus obliged to leave their 
homes, and travel several miles in or- 
der to effect their escape. My feelings 
were such as I cannot describe when 
I saw them flock into the village, al- 
most entirely destitute of clothes, and 
only escaping with their lives. During 
this state of affairs General Parks ar- 
rived at Daviess county, and was at the 
house of Colonel Lyman Wight, when 
the intelligence was brought, that the 
mob were burning houses; and also 
when women and children were fleeing 
for safety. Colonel Wight who held a 
commission in the 59th regiment under 
his (General Parks) command, asked 
what was to be done. He told him 
that he must immediately, call out his 
men and go and put them down. Ac- 
llcordingly, a force was immediately 
raised for the purpose of quelling the 
mob, and in a short time were on their 
march with a determination to drive the 
mob, or die in the attempt; as they 
could bear such treatment no longer. 
The mob having learned the orders of 
General Parks, and likewise being 
aware of the determination of the op- 
pressed, they broke up their encamp- 
ments and fled. The mob seeing that 
] they could not succeed by force, now 
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resorted to stratagem; and after remov- 
ing their property out of their houses, 
which were nothing but log cabins, they 
actually set fire to their own houses, 
and then reported to the authorities of 
the state thai the Mormons were burn- 
ing and destroying all before them. 

On the retreat of the mob from Da- 
viess, I returned to Caldwell, hoping to 
hare some respite from our enemies, at 
least for a short time; but upon my arri- 
val there, I was informed that a mob 
had commenced hostilities on the bor- 
ders of that county, adjoining to Ray 
co. and that they had taken some of our 
brethren prisoners, burned some houses 
and had committed depredations on the 
peaceable inhabitants. A company un- 
der the command of Capt. Patten, was 
ordered out by Lieutenant Col. Hinck- 
le to go against them, and stop their 
depredations, and drive them out of the 
county. Upon the approach of our 
people, the mob fired upon them, and 
after discharging their pieces, fled with 
great precipitation, with the loss of one 
killed and several wounded. In the 
engagement Capt" Patten, (a man be- 
loved by all who had the pleasure of 
his acquaintance,) was wounded and 
died shortly after. Two others were 
likewise killed and several wounded. 
Great excitemenfnow prevailed, and 
mobs were heard of in ever v direction 
vt ho seemed determined on our destruc- 
tion. They burned the houses in the 
country and took off all the cattle they 
could find. They destroyed cornfields, 
took many prisoners, and threatened 
death to all the Mormons. On the 28 
of Oct. a large company of armed sol- 
diery were seen aproaching Far West. 
They came up near to the town and 
then drew back about a mile and en- 
camped for the night. We were in- 
formed that they were Militia, ordered 
out by the Governor for the purpose of 
stopping our proceedings; it having 
been represented to tfis excellency, by 
wicked and designing men from Da- 
viess, that we were the aggressors, and 
had committed outrages in Daviess 
#c They had not yet got the Gover- 
nors orders of extermination, which I 
believe did not arrive until the next 
day. On the following morning, a flag 
was sent, which was met by several of 
our people, and it was hoped that mat- 
ters would be satisfactorily arranged 



after the officers had heard a true state- 
ment of all the circumstances. To- 
wards evening, I was waited upon by 
Colonel Hinckle. who stated that the 
officers of the Militia desired to have 
an interview with me, and some others, 
hoping that the difficulties might be set- 
tled without having occasion to carry 
into efiect the exterminating orders-, 
which they had received from the Gov- 
ernor. 1 immediately complied with the 
request, and in company with Elders 
Rigdon and Pratt, Colonel Wight, and 
Geo. W. Robinson, went into the camp 
of the militia. But judge of my sur- 
prise, when instead of being treated 
with that respect which is due from 
one citizen to another, we were taken 
as prisoners of war, and were treated 
with the utmost contempt. The offi- 
cers would not converse with us, and 
the soldiers, almost to a man, insulted 
us as much as they felt disposed, breath- 
ing out threats against me and my com- 
panions. I cannot begin to tell the 
scene which I there witnessed- The 
loud cries and yells of more than one 
thousand voices, which rent the air and 
could be heard for miles; and the hor- 
rid and blasphemous threats and curses 
which were poured upon us in torrents, 
were enough toappal the stoutest heart, 
in the evening we had to lie down on the 
cold ground surrounded by a strong 
guard, who were only kept back by tfee 
power of God from depriving us of life. 
We petitioned the officers to know why 
we were thus treated, but they utterly 
refused to give us any answer, or * 
converse with us. The next day they 
held a court martial, and sentenced us 
to be shot, on Friday morning, on lha 
public square, as an ensample to trio 
Mormons. However notwithstanding 
their sentence, and determination, they 
were not permitted to carry their mur- 
derous sentence into execution. 

Having an opportunity of speaking 
to General Wilson, 1 inquired of him 
the cause why I was thus treated, I 
told him I was not sensible of having 
done any thing worthy of such treat- 
ment; that I had always been a suppor- 
ter of the constitution and of Democra- 
cy. His answer was *'I know it, and 
that is the reason why I want to kill 
you or have you killed." The militia 
then went into the town and without 
any restraint whatever, plundered the 
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houses, and abused the innocent and 
unoffending inhabitants. They went 
to my house and drove my family out 
of doors. They carried away most of 
myj>roperty and left many destitute. — 
We were taken to the town, into the 
public square; and before our departure 
from Far West, we, after much entrea- 
ties, were suffered to see our families, 
being attended all the while with a strong 
guard; 1 found my wife and children 
in tears, who expected we were shot 
by those who had sworn to take our 
lives, and that they should see 
me no more. When I entered my 
house, they clung to my garments, 
their eyes streaming with tears, while 
mingled emotions of joy and sorrow 
were manifest in their countenances. 
1 requested to have a private interview 
with them a few minutes, but this privi- 
lege was denied me. I was then oblig- 
ed to take my departure, but who can 
realize my feelings which I experienc- 
ed at that lime; to be torn from my 
companion, and leaving her surrounded 
with monsters in the shape of men, and 
my children too, not knowing how their 
wants would be supplied; to be taken 
far from them in order that my ene- 
mies might destroy me when they 
thought proper to do so. My partner 
wept, my children clung to me and 
were only thrust from me by the swords 
of the guard who guarded me. 1 felt 
overwhelmed while 1 witnessed the 
scene, and could only recommend them 
\o the care "of that God, whose kind- 
ness had followed me to the present 
time; and who alone could protect them 
and deliver me from the hands of my 
enemies and restore me to my lankly- 
1 \ya$ then takea back to the camp 
and then 1 with the rest of my brethren, 
viz: Sidney Rigdon, II y ram Smith, 
Parley P. Pratt, Lyman Wight, Amasa 
Lyman, and George W. Robinsou, 
were removed to Independence, Jack- 
sou county. They did not make 
known what their intention or designs 
were in taking us there; but knowing 
that some of our most bitter enemies 
vesided in that county, wc came to the 
conclusion that their design was to 
shoot us, which from the testimony of 
others, I do think was a correct conclu- i 
sion. While there, we were under the; 
care of Generals Lucas and Wilson, 1 



to sleep on the floor with nothing but 
a mantle for our covering, and a stick 
of wood for our pillow. After remain- 
ing there a few days we were ordered 
by General Clark to return; we wero 
accordingly taken back as for as Rich- 
mond, and there we were thrust into ' 
prison and our feet bound with fetters. 
While in Richmond, we were under the 
charqe of Colonel Price from Chariton 
county, who suffered all manner of 
abuse to be heaped upon us. During 
this time my alllictions were great, and 
our situation was truly painful. After 
remaining there a few days we were 
taken before the court of inquiry, but 
were not prepared with witnesses, in 
cousequence of the cruelty of the mob, 
who threatened destruction to all who 
iiad any thing to say in our favor: but 
notwithstanding their threats there 
were a few who did not think their lives 
dear so that they might testify to the 
truth, and in our behalf, knowing we 
were unlawfully confined; but the court 
who was predjudiced against us, would 
not suffer them to be examined accor- 
ding to law, but suffered the State's At- 
torney to abuse them as he thought 
proper. We were then removed to 
Liberty jail in Clay county, and there 
kept in close confinement in that place 
for more than four months. While 
there, we petiaoued Judge Turnham for 
a writ of habeas corpus, but on ac- 
count of the predjudice of the jailor all 
communication was cut off; at length 
however, we succeeded in getting a 
petition conveyed to him, but for four- 
teen days we received no answer. We 
likewise petitioned the other Judges but 
with no success. After the expiration 
of fourteen days Judge Turnham or- 
dered us to appear before him, we 
went and took a number of witnesses t 
which caused us considerable e.xpenso 
and trouble; but he altogether refused 
to hear any of pur witnesses. The 
lawyers which we had employed re- 
fused to net; being afraid of the people. 
This being the case, we of course could 
not succeed, and were consequently 
remanded back to our prison house. — 
We were sometimes visited by our 
friends whose kindness and attention, 
[ shall ever remember with feelings of 
lively gratitude, but frequently we 
were not suffered to have that privi- 



we had to find our own board, and had 1 log*?. Our vituuls were of the coarsest 
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kind, and served up in a manner which 'knowledge, taken the first step toward* 
was disgusting. We continued in this having me arrested. 



situation, bearing up uutfer the injuries 
and cruelties we suffered as well as we 



Amongst l hose who hive been the. 
chijf instruments, and Ic**din£j charac- 
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could, until we were removed to Da- |;ters, in the unparalleled persecutions, 
viess county, where wo were taken in against the church of Latter Day 
order to be tried for tiio crimes with Saints; ihcj following stand conspicu-- 
which we had beeo charged. Theous, viz: Generals Clark, Wilson, and 



grand jury (who were mostly intoxica- 
ted,) indicted us for treason, J^c. .£c. 

While there, we got a change of vc- 



m Colonel Price, and Cornelius 
Gutlliam. Captain Hogarf also, whoso 
'zeal in the cause of oppression and in* 

nue to Boon countv% and wcrcconduct- j us , tice r was «*e*»Hed, and whose de- 
ed on our wav tothat ulace bva strr.iw' ;Il 3 ,u haa lr - n 10 rob ' murder, and 



ed on our way to that place by a strong 1 o ---- — — » -i 

guard. The second evening after our spread devastation amongst the Saints, 
departure the guard got iDtpxicatedJi^?^ 0, f a vwuable horse, saddle and 
we thought it a favorable opportunity \'> |f om ra3 \ * lllch two hun- 
to make our escape; knowing that tin! <\ red ana thon wld lhe wn * ta 

only object of our enemies was our dc- ' ^? n " l W, I lsolK ( 0:1 understanding 
struction; and likewise knowing that a 1 f 18 1 W ied 10 Ueneial Wita »* th© 
number of our brethren had been mas- hot *** who assared Wi t:pon the hoik-, 
sacred by them on Shoal creek, ° r of ami an oiliccr, that 

amongst whom were two children; and 
that they sought every opportunity to 
abuse others who were feft in that 
state; and that they were never brought 
to an account for their barbarous pro- 
ceedings, but were winked at, and en- 
couraged, by those in authority. Wo 
thought that it was necessary for us, 
inasmuch z>s we love J our lives, an< 
did not wish to die by the hand of mar 
derers and assasins; and inasmuch, as 

we loved our families and fcjeods* to IV V ~7 "~ fc w 7"*7** WMVlM B 

deliver ourselves from our enemies J . * r dele f m ^ation to destroy me, 
and from that land nf tvmn v * n A Wllh 1,ie rcst oi m > f brethren who were 



\ should have the horse returned to me; 
i but tin's promise has not been fulfilled. 
| All the threats, murders, and rob- 
jberies which these, officer* have been 
guilty of, are entirely looked over bv 
;hc Executive of the state: who, to hide 
jhis own iniquity, must of course shield 
rv ior us ancl P rolopt » huso whom he employed, 
fives! and ,0C K T in{0 cl & ct his murderous pur-., 

I was in their hands as a prisoner 
about six months, but notwithstanding 



and from that land of tyrany and op- 
pression, and again take our stand! 



my 

wiih me; and aliho-j"'.) at llirce differ- 
ent times. (as I was informed) wo were 



among a people in whoso bosoms dwell! ent tirr ' cs l as 1 was informeu) wo were 
those feelings of republicanUni and lib- ! * n ^ u «d be shot, without the least 
erty which gave rise to our nation:- i shad<W 0 **, * e not milKa- 

r< . - . , . . _ irV mP!l t !>ni hi/ tiv. lii,^ 



Feelings which the inhabitants df the 
slate of Missouri were strangers to. 
Accordingly 
the s 
depa 
consi 

on our journey both by night and by 
day, and after suffering much fatigue 
and hunger, I arrived in Quincy Illinois, 
amidst the congratulations of my friends 
and the embraces of my family. 

I have now resided in this neighbor- , 
hood for several 'weeks as it is known 



:ry ipen,) and had the time, and place 
'appointed for that purpose; vet, through 
• k " ~ ~ 4 ' God, * * 



— — j mm * ^ * ■ I* «IV 

to whom I feel united in bonds that 
are strouger than death: and in a state 
•where 1 believe the laws are respected, 
jand whose citizens, are humane and. 

[charitably 

During the time 1 was in the hands 
of my enemies; I must say, nl- 



to thousands of the citizens of Illinois, though 1 felt great anxiety, K*pectin« 



and friends. uh> v. <-iv 
treated and 



as well as of the State of Missouri, but I 

J he authorities of Mo., knowing that! w 

thev had no justice in their cnisadei who had iio mourn iThch^ 
against me, and the peoples with whom l| hands and children, n 
i was assoemted, have not yet to myjslein; and after having I 
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nearly all that they possessed bo driven 
from their homes, and forced to wan- 
der as strangers in a strange country, 
in order, that they might save them- 
selves and their little ones, from the 
destructions thev were threatened with 
in Missouri: yet, as far as I was con- 
cerned, I felt perfectly calm, and re- 
signed to the will of my heavenly 
Father. I knew my innocency, as 
well as that of the saints; and that we 
had done nothing to deserve such treat- 
ment from the hands of our oppressors: 
consequently, I could look to that God, 
who has the hearts of all men in his 
hands, and who had saved mo frequent- 
ly from the gates of death for deliver- 
ance: and notwithstanding that every 
avenue of escape seemed to be entirely 
closed, and death stared me in the face, 
and that my destruction was determin- 
ed upon, as far as man was concerned; 
yet, from my first entrance into the 
camp, I felt an assurnace, that I with 
my brethren and our families should 
be delivered. Yes, that still small 
voice, which has so often whispered 
consolation to my soul, in the debth of 
sorrow and distress, bade me be of good 
cheer, and promised deliverance, which 
gave me great comfort: and although 
the heathen raged, and the people im- 
agined vain things, yet the Lord of 
hosts, the God of Jacob, was my re- 
fuge; and when I cried UElo him in the 
day of trouble, he delivorcd me; for 
which I call upon my soul, and all 
that is within me, to bless and praise 
his holy tamo; For although 1 was 
^troubled on every side, yet not distress- 
ed; perplexed, but not in dispair; per- 
secuted, but not forsaken; cast down, 
1 &lt aat^qtfwyed.* Wjfi 1 ; 
The conduct of the saints under 
their accumulated wrongs and silver- 
ings, has been praise- worthy; their 
courage, in: defending their brethren 
from the ravages of mobs; their attach- 
ment to the cause of truth, under cir- 
cumstances the most trying and dis- 
tressing, which humanity can possibly 
t endure; their lovo to each other; their 
. readiness to afford assistance to me, 
and my brethren who were confined in 
ri dungeon; their sacrifices in leaving 

the stale cf Missouri, and assisting the 
poor widows and orphan?, and securing 
them houses in a more hospitable land; 
Oil conspire to raise ttieh) in the estima- 



tion of all good and virtuous men; and 
has secured them the favor and appro- 
bation of Jehovah; and a name, as im- 
perishable as eternity. And their vir- 
tuous deeds, and heroic actions, while 
in defence of truth and ftieir brethren: 
will bo fresh and blooming*, when the 
names of their oppressors shall either 
! be entirely forgotten, or only remem- 
bered, for their barbarity and cruelty. 
Their attention and affection to me, 
while in prison, will ever be remem- 
bered by me; and when I have seen 
them thrust away, and abused by the 
jailor and guard, when they came to do 
any kind offices, and to cheer our 
minds while we were in the gloomy 
prison house, gave me feelings, which 
I cannot describe, while those who- 
| wished to insult and abuse us, by their 
threats and blasphemous language, 
were applauded and had every encour- 
agement given them. 

However, thank God, we have b?erv 
delivcred; and although, some of our 
beloved brethren, have had to seal their 
testimony with their blood; and have 
died martyrs to the cause of truth; -jet,. 

Short, though bitter was their pain, 
Everlasting is their joy. 

Let us not sorrow as "those without 
hope/' the time is fast approaching, 
when we shall see them again, and re- 
joice together, -without being affraid of 
wicked men: Yes, those who have 
slept in Christ, shall he bring with him,, 
when he shall come to be glorified iu 
his saints, and admired by all those who. 
believe: but to take vengeance upon his 
enemies, and all those who obey not 
the gospel. At that time, the hearts 
of the widow and fatherless shall be 
comforted, and every tear shall be 
wiped from of their faces. ; 

The trials they have had to pass 
through, shall work together for their 
good, and prepare thera for the society 
of those, who have come up out of 
great tribulation; and have washed 
their robes, and made them white in 
the blood of the Lamb. Marvel not 
then, if you are persecuted, but re- 
member the words of the Savior, "The 
servant is not above his Lord, if they 
have persecuted, me, they will perse- 
cute you also;" and that all the afflic- 
tions through which the saints have to 
pa«s. arc in fulfillment of the words of 
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the prophets, which have spoken since 
the world began. We shull therfore 
do well to discern the signs of the times, 
as we pass along, that the day of the 
Lord may not "overtake us as a thief 
in the night." Afflictions, persecu- 
tions, imprisonments and deaths, wo 
must expect according to the scriptures, 
which tell us, that the blood of those 
whose souls were under the alter, could 
not be avenged on them that dwell on 
the earth, untill their brethren should 
be slain, as they were. 

If these transactions had taken place 
among barbarrians, under the authority 
of a despot; or in a nation, where a 
certain religion is established accord- 
ing to law, and all others proscribed; 
then there might have been some shad- 
ow of defence offered. Hut can we 
realize that in a land which is the cra- 
dle of Liberty and equal rights, and 
where the voice of the conquerors, whoi 
had vanquished our foes, had scarcely 
died away upon our ears, where we 
frequently mingled with those who had 
stood amidst the "battle and the breeze," 
and whose arms have been nerved in 
the defence of their country and liber- 
ty: whose institutions are the theme of 
philosophers antTpoets, and held up to 
the admiration of the whole civilized 
world. In the midst of all these scenes, 
with which we were surrounded, a per- 
secution, the most unwarrantable, was 
commenced; and a tragedy, the most 
dreadful, was enacted, by a large por- 
tion of the inhabitants, of one of those 
free and independent States, which 
comprise this vast republic; and a 
deadly blow was struck at the institu- 
tions, for which our Fathers had fought 
many a hard battle, and for which, 
many a Patriot had shed his blood; and 
suddenly, was heard, amidst the voice 
of joy and gratitude for our national 
liberty, the voice of mourning, lamen- 
tation and woe. Yes, in this land, a 
mob, regardless of those laws, for 
which so much blood had been spilled,, 
dead to every feeling of virtue and pat- 
riotism, which animated the bosom of 
freemen; fell upon a people whose reli- 
gious faith was different from theirown; 
and not only destroyed their homes, 
drove them away, and carried off their 
property, but murderd many a free| 
born son of America. A tragedy, 
which has no parrallel in modern, and I 



hardly in ancient times; even the face 
of the Red man would be ready to turn 
pale at the recital of it. 

It would have been some consolation, 
if the authorities of the State had been 
innocent in this affair, but they are in- 
volved in the guilt thereof; and the 
blood of innocence, even of children, 
cry for vengeance upon them. I ask 
the citizens of this vast republic, wheth- 
er such a state of things is to be suf- 
fered to pass unnoticed, and the hearts 
of widows, orphans and patriots, to be 
broken, and their wrongs left without 
redress? No! I invoke the genius of our 
constitution, I appeal to the patriotism 
of Americans, to stop this unlawful 
and unholy procedure; and pray that 
God may defend this nation from tho 
dreadful effects of such outrages. Is 
there not virtue in the body politic? 
Will not the people rise up in their 
majesty, and with that promptitude and 
zeal, which is so characlerestic of them v 
discountenance such proceedings, by 
bringing the offenders to that punish* 
ment which they so richly deserve; 
and save the nation from that disgrace 
and ultimate ruin, which otherwise 
must inevitably fall upon it? 

JOSEPH SMITH JR. 



Payson, 111., June' 18th, 1839. 

Messrs. Robinson* axd Smith: 

Having learned that you 
intend to publish a monthly periodical, called 
the Tiroes and Seasons, for the purpose of 
giving general information concerning the 
work of the Lord, at home and abroad, 
thinking that it might be a satisfaction to 
the saints, in general, to know of the pros- 
perity of our Redeemer's kingdom in the 
eastern country; I have thought proper to 
send you a short history of my travels during 
the last year: if you deem it worthy of an 
insertion in the above named paper, it is at 
your disposal. 

I left Ohio the last of Jan. 1838, with a 
view of proclaiming the fulness of the ever- 
lasting gospel to the inhabitants of the eas- 
tern country. I *pent from three to four 
months time, preaching in Washington Co. 
Md. and Franklin, Bedford and Huntington 
counties, Pa. during which time I preached 
from 80 to 100 times; held one debate; and 
several times defended tho truth publicly, 
when attacked by the priests of the different 
denominations; baptized one, and witnessed 
the baptism of many others, by elders who 
were laboring with me. 

June first I pursued my Journey eastward 
preaching as I went. On the 7th of July I 
arrived at a small town called Hornerstewn, 
Monmouth co. N. J. I then obtained the 
liberty of the school house in that place, and 
made an appointment for the next day. At 
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this time, if 1 have correct information, there 
had never been but two or three sermons, of 
this doc rine, preached in that state; conse- 
quently, as to our principles, and rules of 
iailh, the people knew nothing, except by re- 
ports. After 1 had falfi.ed the pppointment 
which 1 had made by setting forth the first 
principles of the doctrine of Christ, it jri i» so 
different from What they had expected, that 
it caused a spirit of in }uiry, so much so, that 
I had calls in every three ti n. I then sent 
ippointments to dilferent places io the coun- 
,y, and commenced fulfilling them; the peo- 
ple flocked out, in crowds to hear, yet at 
this time, more out of curi si»y than any 
thing else; and in a sho t time, the news 
went abroad, that a Mormon preacher had 
made his appearance in the land; and the 
more I preached, the greater the excitement, 
so that in every town, and neighborhood, 
where I had preached, whatjthe world calls 
Mormonism, was the grand topic of convert 
sation. The honest in heart exclaiming that 
it was truth, while another class of the com. 
nmnity, who loves darkness more than light, 
lifted their voices and influence against it; 
Borne saying th.it I preach d from another 
Mble, different from our common version; 
but the honest in heart, searched the scrip- 
tures, and learned to Hi? contrary. At this 
particular crisis, while the honest [were 
searching the scriptures, the priests w.re en- 
gaged in fumbling over their old news paper 
tiles, and hunting up all the old stories that 
was told a number of years ago, probably 
thinking that this wodd be the most effect- 
ua! way to stop the spread oftulh. After 
they had gathered the old news paper stories 
n:.d reports that had been put in circulation, 
by our enemies, three priests, a Methodist, 
Baptst and Universalist, united, Pilate and 
Herod like, to combat the truth. 

At this tune J had an appointment at a 
place called New Egypt; they gave out 
word, which had a general circulat'.on 
throughout the country, that on the even- 
ing of the appointment, Mormonism would 
be exposed, and the arguments adduced in 
its favor, refuted; and that 1 should be put 
to shame. On the evening of the appoint- 
ment'the people flocked into the town, from 
every direction: 1 walked the streets, before 
the appointed hour for meeting, and heard 
the peop'e conversing about the subject of 
controversy, and found that their exp cta- 
tions were, to hear a soriptural argument: 
the meeting commenced, and I addressed the 
congregation upon the subject of the Millen- 
nium, ns long as I thought proper, and then 
gave liberty; the Methodist preacher arose, 
and 6 iid that he had a number of questions 
written clown, which he wished me to an- 
swer; I told him that if they were reason- 
able ones, 1 would answer them. The tirst 
question was this, what is Mormonism, and 
will auy person be saved if they reject it ! — 
Jlold him I could soon answer that question. 
My answer was this, Mormonism, as you 
call it, is to believe that Christ is «hc Son of 
God, also a firm belief in the scriptures, then 
faith, repentance and baptis n for the remis- 
sion of sins: the laying cn of hands for the 
reception of the Holy Ghost, having a church 



organized according to the new testament- 
pattern* and to live by every word that pro- 
ceeds from the mouth of God; all who re- 
ject this will be damned, if the scriptures are 
true. As to the other questions, they were 
as easy answered as that of the first. They 
then commenced repeating news paper sto- 
ries, reading a pamphlet, and telling all the 
tales that they had heard* with foul insinua- 
tions, and in a ^arcastick manner, made usa 
of invective appalations to blast the charac- 
ters of men, whom God had raised up for the 
purpose of bringing abo::t his great and mar- 
velous work of the last days; probably 
ihinkin* thai bv so doinj, it would render 
the soc.etv, and its principles, odious in the, 
minds of the people, s j t:iat they would stop 
their cars, and cease to hear any more. As 
for myself, my determination ever has been, 
not to partake of the spirit of slander, and 
of a strife ot this kind; but when the truth is. 
attacked I alwa)s fee] bound to boldly de- 
fend it, neither had 1 any disposition for a 
controversj' of this kind; consequently, I 
bore testimony to the truth of the doctrine 
that 1 had proclaimed: and showed that 
their news paper stories were false, and that 
they were hatched up by evil designing men, 
to destroy the work of truth: 1 then disrr.is* 
ed the meeting. J • ' 

Those who were opposed to the truth, who 
came with anticipations of a general triumph 
over Mormonism, and thatl would be put io 
shame, and forced to abandon the country 
with disgrace; instead of rejoicing, on the 
account of successful labors, were astonished 
at the conduct of the priests, and returned 
home with amazement, more than rejoicing, 
others knowing that slander, was no argu- 
ment, and that there had no argument been 
adduced, to overthrow the doctrine th t I 
had proclaimed, acknowledged that there 
was no scriptural argument that could be pro- 
duced to overthrow it, and those who made 
the attack, instead of pulling me to 6hame, 
they pat themselves to shame; and instead 
of exposing Mormonism, they exposed their 
own wickedness; rendered themselves odious 
in the minds of the most of the congregation; 
so that their influence against Mormonism, 
was bat, little, Titter that. After this, they 
no more attempted to expose Mormonism, 
publicly, where 1 had a chance to defend it; 
but commenced warning their members not 
to go and hear, telling them, that they would 
get bewitched, or led astray, or deceived; 
(what betier testimony do we want, to prove 
that they are on a sandy foundation, foi if 
they are built upon the rock, the gates of hell 
cannot prevail against thetn;)yet, not with* 
standing all their exertions to destroy Mor? 
monism, the people believed it more than ev- 
er, for this reason, they had made their as- 
sertion?, that Mormonism was an unscriptur- 
al doctrine, and that they could make it ap- 
pear so, but when the time of trial came, they 
failed in the attempt; and, as my maimer of 



teaching was, to reason from the scriptures, 
thehonest were constrained to acknowledge, 
that there is no scripture to condemn it. — 
And as 1 continued preaching, the prejudices 
of the people wore away, and there was a 
general spirit of inquiry. The rich and lb-; 



T I M E S AND S E ASONS. 



poor, invited me to their homes, that th*»y 
might, learn the particulars concerning this 
work. . . * 

Thus I continued laboring and making the 
things of God plain to their understandings; 
some weeks preaching as often as ten or eleven 
times. The last of September, Elder O. J 
Pratt came from the city of N. Y. and preach- 
ed in this region of country several limes, 
wbieh was the means of doing much good. j 
On the 1st of Oct. a number came forward, 
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I continued preaching and baptizing, till the 
last of Dec. when I called the saints togeth- 
er, at Hornerstown, in order to organize a 
branch of the church in that place. Josiah 
Ells, (formerly a Methodist preacher,) was 



A WORD TO THE SAINTS. 

It may be expected by some, who 
are not acquainted with all the circum- 

and embraced the fullness of the everlasting stances attending the printing establish- 
gospel, by obey.ng the ord.na.ee of baptum. ment had ; n tho ° thur ^ | h * 

prfeton of this press should supply the 
subscribers of the "Elders Journal,*' 
with the remaining numbers of that pa- 

set apart by the voice of the members, and ? C r ! * vh,ch . ™* heir duo *hen we TO 
ordained to the office of an Eider; the work hroken up by the mob in Missouri; but 

of the Lord still rolled on. this idea we are confident they will 

saints, which tnen numbered 26, to go to the , .1 „ f ' v . - n \ * 
State of Mo. I went as far as Lightersburgh, j! lbe V r opnetors of the Journal, 
Md. where I got more particular information |i W »"C conducting that paper, suslaine 
of the late persecution in the State of Mo.— J) the loss of an entire established in 
I then concluded, that my labors would be of! 1 K:rt!and Ohio, in Jan. 1*38. af- 
niore use in the wcrld, than at home; conse- ^t* 1 -a. , ,**. , ' 
Suently, after preaching several times 10 thei, * cr with much ditfciilty, they 

saints in Lightersburgh, I returned to the procured another press and resuscita- 
State of JT. J. with a view of a?a;n pro- ted the paper at Far West Mo. where 
claiming the truth, to the people of that stat». lhey had tbe opportunity of publishing 
By request of some of the citizens, I went to . ' , J 1 lluul y Ul yuuiiMiuig 
preach, in a town called Toms River, situated i "VO numbers only; when persecution 
near the seashore; some members of acer-! raged to thar extent, that they were 
tain sect, in the place, locked up the school [ compelled to leave the State, with the 
house. A congregation assembled, and with i|nc« nfnommiv »li *»,r.:„ tu 
then., some luble minded men, who had an ; °f S , ° > ' ^ property. fhus, 
independent spirit; the door was opened, and | * llKG roan y ot }' ou have sustained the 



I preached to an attentive congregation. 1 
preached several times in the place, and bap- 
tized 1! persons. April 1st, elders L. Barnes' 
and H. Sagers. visited the branch of the) 
church in that Slate, and preuched several 
times, as they were on the way to the city | 
of N. Y. They told me that they had been; 
preaching in Chester Co. Pa. and had bap-j 
tized four, and they thought that there wasi 
a foundation, laid, for a still greater work — 
On elder Barnes 1 return from the city, he 

held a debate with a Quaker preacher, and "j world, the world would love his own, 



loss of but 67 cents, they have not on- 
ly lost all their property, but have 
been driven by their cruel and hard- 
hearted persecutors, from their peace- 
ful and happy homes, and are now 
strangers, sojourning in a strange land; 
which verifies the saying of the Sav- 
ior, wh;-n speaking* to his disciples, 
where he says, "if ye were of the 



nobly defended the truth, he preached sever- 
al times in that region of oountry, and bap- 
tized 5, then returned to Pa. On the 9lh of 



but because ye are not of the world; 
but I have chosen you out of the world, 



May, 1 took my leave of the saints in thatj therefore the world hafeth you." 
State, to come to Illinois. I find by looking But notwithstanding ail these 



over my Journal, that since I commenced la- 
boring in the State of N. J. which was chief- 



cir- 



cumstances, being partakers in the 



ly confined to Monmouth, Burlington and | de ?P * D *W>l30n8 through which the 
Mercer counties, that I have preached 200 j saints were called to pass in Missouri, 
sermons baptized 40 persons, visited the] we have been permitted, by the bless- 

satnts in the city of N. Y. several times- and I > • ri 1 • ■ 

feel myself authorized to say, [\Sxli work' I0 ° ° f t0obUun tho necessary 

of the Lord is gaining ground in the region! apparatus, and will publish, lor the 
of country where I have been laboring. I benefit of the saints, a monthly paper, 

J1*L which we now offer to them on rea- 

ftnewed z< al, that they may go iorth, and I 1 1 . , • 

haruftithful testimony, to th> inhaMtants i SOnabiG . leims ? ba? owin g lo our P e " 
of the earth, that this work might hasten cn, iculiar circumstances, we shall be under 
till all nations shall hear tbe sound, and until I the necessity of requiring pav on sub- 

Jkw W^fe-"* 3 

Cod; Yours respectful!*. arc ' necessarily, very heavv, and 

. B. fnxciIFSTKfl. nothing but cash in hand will" defray 
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them; however, as it is not generally 
known, that this paper is to be pub- 
lished, we shall forward this number 
to such as we are confident feel an in- 
terest in the gathering of Israel, and 
the accomplishment of that glorious 
work which the Lord has commenced 
in these last days, with the expectation 
that they will, upon the receipt of this, 
forward us their names with the 
money, free of postage, as it will not 
be in our power,(not withstanding, it 
would be pleasing to us, to do other- 
wise,) to forward any more, until re- 
mittances are made; and we earnest- 
ly hope that the saints will not think 
hard of us for being thus partiular, 
As it is the only principle upon which 
we can sustain this publication. 



In our next, we shall commence pub- 
lishing the history of the disturbances in 
Missouri, in regular series. 

To the elders of the church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter Day Saints, to the 
churches scattered abroad, and to all 
the saints. 

We, the undersigned, feeling deeply 
interested in the welfare of Zion, the 
up-building of the church of Christ, and 
the welfare of the saints in genera!, 
send unto you G&eeti^g: — and pray, 
tliat "grace, mercy, and peace may 
rest upon you, from God, our Father, 
and from our Lord Jesus Christ/ 3 . 

fiut brethren, the situation of things, 
as they have of late existed, have been 
to us of a peculiar trying nature. Ma- 
ny of you have been driven from your 
homes, robbed of your possessions, and 
deprived of the liberty of conscience; 
you have been stripped of your cloth- 
ing, plundering of your furniture, rob- 
bed of your horses, your cattle, your 
sheep, your hogs, and refused the pro- 
tection of law; you have been subject 
to insult and abuse, from a set of law- 
less miscreants; you have had to en- 
dure cold, nakedness, peril, and sword; 
your wives and your children, have 
been deprived of the comforts of life; 
you have been subject to bonds, to im- 
prisonment, to banishment, and many 
to death, "for the testimony of Jesus, 
and for the word of God." Many of 
your brethren, with those whose souls 
are now beneath the alter, are crying 
for the vengence of heaven to rest up- 



on the heads of their devoted murder* 
ers, and saying, "how long O LorJ, 
holy and true, dost thou not judge and 
avenge our blood on them that dwell on 
the earth;" but it was said to them, 
"that they should rest, yet for a little 
season, until their fellow servants also; 
and their brethren, that should be kills 
ed, as thkt wkre should be fulfilled." 
Dear brethren, wo should remind you ' 
of this thing, and although you have 
had indignities, insults and injuries 
heaped upon you, till further suffering 
would seem to be no longer a virtue 
we would say, be patient, dear breth- 
ren, for as saith the apostle, "ye have 
need of patience, that after being tried 
you may inherit the promise." You 
have been tried in the furnace of afflic- 
tion, the time to exercise patience is 
now come; and "we shall reap, breth- 
ren, in due time if we faint not." Do 
not breathe vengeance upon your op- 
pressors, but leave the case in the 
hands of God, "for vengeance is minej 
saith the Lord, and I will repay." 

We would say to the widow, and to 
the orphan, to the destitute, and to the 
diseased, who have been made so 
through persecution, be patient you are 
not forgotten, the God of Jacob has his 
eye upon you, the heavens have been 
witness to your sufferings, and they 
are registcrdon high; angels have gaz- 
ed upon the scene, and your tears, your 
groans, your sorrows, and anguish of 
heart, are had in remembrance before 
God; they have entered iuto the sym- 
pathies of that bosom, who is "touch- 
ed with the feelings of our infirmities," 
who was "tempted in all points, like un- 
to you \" they have entered into the 
ears of the Lord of Sabaoth; be patient 
then, until the words of God be fulfill- 
ed, and his designs accomplished and 
then shall he pour out his ven- 
geance upon the devoted heads of your 
murderers, and then &hall- they know 
that he is God, and that you are his 
people. 

And we would say to all the saints 
who have made a covenant with th© 
Lord by sacrifice, that inasmuch as you 
are faithful, you shall not lose your re- 
ward, although not numbered among 
those who were in the late difficulties 
in the west. 

We wish to stimulate all the breth- 
ren to faithfulness; you have been tri- 
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cd, you are now being tried, and those 1 law of God in the bib!e, the book of 



trials, if you are not watchful, will 
cofode upon the mind, and produce un- 
pleasant feelings; but recollect, that 
now is the time of trial, soon the vic- 
tory will be ours; now may be a day 
of lamentation, then will be a day of re- 
joicing; now may be a day of sorrow, 
but by and by wc shall sec our Lord, 
our sorrow will be turned into joy, and 
our joy no man takcih from us. Be 
honest; be men of truth and integritv, 
let your word be your bond, be dili- 
gent, be prayerful; pray for, and with 
your families, train up your children 
in the fear of the Lord, cultivate a 
meek a quiet spirit, clothe the naked, 
feed the hungry, help tho destitute, be 
merciful to the widow and orphan, be 
merciful to your brethren, and to all 
men; bear with one anothcrs infirmi- 
ties, considering your own weakness; 
bring no railing accusation against your 
brethren, especially fake care that vou 
do not agaim t the authorities or, ciders 
of the church, for the principle is of the 
devil; he is called the accuser of the 
brethren; and Michael, the Arch-angel 
dared not bring a railing accusation 
against the devil, but said, the u Lord 
rebuke thee Satan"/' and any man who 
pursues this course of accusation and 
murmuring, will fall into the snaro of 
the devil, an apostatize, except he re- 
pent. Jude, in the 8th verse, says, 
likewise those filthy dreamers despise 
dominion, and speak evil of dignities; 
and says he, behold, the Lord cometh 
with ten thousand oi his saints, toexecute 
judgement upon the ungodly, and to con- 
vince all that are ungodly among them, 
of all their ungodly deeds which they 
have ungodly committed, and of all 
their hard speeches which ungodly sin- 
ners have spoken against him. Peter, 
in speaking oq the same principle, 
says, "the Lord knowcth how to deliv- 
er the godly out of temptations, and to 
reserve the unjust unto the day of 



Mormon, and doctrines and covenants, 
and then leave him in the hands of God 
to rebuke, as Michael left the devil. 

Gird yourselves with righteousness, 
and let truth, eternal truth, be written 
indelibly on your hearts. Pray for the 
prosperity of Zion, for the prophet and 
his counsellors, for the twelve, the 
high council, the high priests, fhe seven- 
ties, the elders, the bishops, and all the 
saints, that God may bless them, and 
preserve his people in righteousness, 
and grant unto them wisdom and intel- 
ligence, that his kingdom mav roll 
forth. *i ••" • r *' ■ 1 ■ •'■ 

Wc would say to the elders, that God 
has called you to an important office, 
he has laid upon you an onerous duty, 
he has called ycu to an holy calling, 
even to be the priests of the "most high 
God,' 1 messengers to the nations of the 
earth; and upon your diligence, your 
perseverance n nd faithfulness, the 
soundness of the doctrines that vou 
preach, the moral precepts that you "ad- 
vance and practice, and upon the sound 
principles that you inculcate, hang the 
destinies of the human family, while 
ycu hold that priesthood. You are the 
men that God has called to spread forth 
his. kingdom, he has committed the 
care of souls to your charge, and wheni 
you received this priesthood, you be- 
came the legate of heaven-, and the 
great God demands it of you, that you 



judgement to be punished: but chiefly 
them that walk after the flesh in the 
lust of uncleanncss, and despise gov- 
ernment. Prcsumptous arc they self 
willed, they are not afraid to speak 
evil of dignities. Whereas angels, 
which arc greater in power and might, 
bring not railing accusation against 
them before the Lord." If a man sin, 
let him be dealt with according to the 



should be faithful, and inasmuch as you 
are not, you will not be chosen; but it 
will be said unto you, stand by, and 
let a more honorable man than thou 
art take thy place, and receive thy 
crown; be careful that you tench nol 
for the word of God, the command- 
ments of men, nor the doctrines of men 
nor the ordinances of men, inasmuch 
as you are God's messengers; study 
the word of God and preach it, and not 
your opinions, for no man's opinion is 
worth a straw: advance no principle ' 
but what you can prove, for one script- 
ural proof is worth ten thousand opin- 
ions; we would moreover say, abide 
by that revelation which says, "preach 
nothing but repentance to this genera- 
tion," and leave the further mysteries 
of the kingdom, till God shall tell you 
to preach them, which fa not now.—- 
The horns of the beast, the toes of the 
I image, the frogs and the bcas! mention- 
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cdby John, arc not going to save this ance which is manifested by you io re» 
generation, for if a man docs not be- gard to preaching the gospel; and re* 
conic acquainted with the first princi- joice to know that neither bonds nor im* 
pics of the gospel, how shall he under- (pnsonmenf, banishment norexiie, pov- 
stand those greater mysteries, which city or contempt, nor all the combined 
the most wise cannot understand with- powers of earth and hell, hinder you 
out revelation. These things there- 1 from delivering your testimony to the 
fore, have nothing to do with your 'world; and publishing those glad tidings 
mission. [which has been revealed from heaven, - 

% of angels, by the 



We have heard of .some foolish va- by the roinislerin 
ries, and Wild speculations, origina- gift of the holy G 



ting only in a disordered imagination, 
which are set forth by some, telling 
what occupation they had before they 



Ghost, and by the pow- 
er of God, for the salvation ol the world 
in these last days. And we would say 
to you, that the hearts of the twelve arc 



came into this world, and what they with you, and they, wMi you, ore de- 
would be employed with after they leave termcned to fulfill their mission, to clear 
this slate of existence; those, and other their garments of the blood of this gen- 
vain imaginations, we would warn the eration, to introduce the gospel to for- 
clders against, because if they listen tojjeign nations, and to make known to 
such things, they will fall into the the world, those great things which 
snare of the devil, and when the try- God has developed; they are now on 

| the eve of their departure for England, 
and will start in a few days, they feel 
to pray for you, and to soltcit an inter 



ing time comes, they will be over- 
thrown. 

We would also warn the elders, ac- 
cording to previous counsel not to go jest in your prayers, and in the pray- 
on to another's ground w ithout invita- ers of the church, that God, may sus- 
tion to interfere with another's privi-! tain them in their arduous undertak- 



lege, for your mission is to the world 
and not to the churches. 

We would also remark, that no man 
has a right to usurp authority or power i 
over any church, nor has any man 
power to preside over any church, un- 
less he is solicited and received by the 
voice of that church to preside. 



ing; grant them success in their mis- 
sion, deliver them from the powers of 
darkness, the stratagems of wicked 
men, and all the combined powers of 
earth and hell. And if you, unitedly 
seek after unity of purpose and design, 
if you are men of humility, and of 
faithfulness, of integrity and persever- 



Preach the first principles of the doc- ance, if you submit yourselves to the 
trine of Christ, faith in the Lord Jesus J teachings hoaven, and are guided 
Christ, repentance toward God, bap: ism by the Spirit of God, if you at all times 
iathe name of Jesus for the remission seek the glory of God, and the salva* 
of sins, laying on of hands for the ition of men, and lay your honor pros- 
gift of the holy Ghost, the resurrection trate in the dust, if need be, and are 
of the dead, and eternal judgement. willing to fulfil the purposes of God in 



When you go forth to preach, and 
the Spirit of God rests upon you, giving 
you wisdom and utterance, and cn- 
lightning your understanding, be care- 



all things; the power of the priesthood 
will rest upon you, and you will be- 
come mighty in testimony: the wid- 
ow, and the orphan will be made glad. 



Ail that you ascribe the glory to God and the poor among men rejoice in the 
and not to yourselves; boast not of in- holy one of Israel. Princes will listen 
telligence, of wisdom, or of power; for ; to the things that you proclaim, and the 



it is only that which God has imparted 
unto you, but be humble, be meek, be 
patient, and give glory to God. J 
We would counsel all who have not 
received a recommend since the difficul- 
ties in Mo. to obtain one of the author- 
ities of the church if thev wish to be 
uncounted as wise stewards. 

Wc are glad, dear brethren, to see 



nobles of the earth will attend with 
deference to your words; Queens will 
rejoice in the glad tidings of salvation, 
and Kings bow to the sceptre of Im- 
manuel; light will burst forth as the 
morning, and intelligence spread itself 
as the rays of the sun; the cringing 
'sycophant will be ashamed, and the 
traitor flee from your presence; super- 



that spirit of enterprise and persever-^stition, will hide its hoary head, and in 
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fidelity bo ashamed. And amid the 
clamour of men, the din of war, the 
rage of pestilence, the commotion of 

nations, the overthrow of kingdoms and 
the dissolution of Empire, truth will 
stalk forth with gigantic strides, and 
lav hold of the honest in heart among 
all nations: Zion shall blossom as a rose, 
and the naiions fleck to her standard, 
and the kingdoms of this world shall 
soon become the kingdoms of our God 
and oi his Christ, and he shall reign 
for ever and ever, Amen. 

BRIG HAM YOUNG, 
HEBER C. KIMBALL, 
JOHN E. PAGE, 
"WILFORD WOODRUFF. 
JOHN TAYLOR, 
GEORGE A. SMITH, 
N. B. We have heard that a man by 
the name of George M, Hinckle is 
preaching in the Iowa Territory, we 
would remark to the public, that we 
have withdrawn our fellowship from 
■him, and mil not stand accountable for 
any doctrines held forth by him, nor will 
we be amenable for his conduct. The 
minutes of a conference will be publish- 
ed mentioning the names of others whom 
we have withdrawn our fellowship from. 

[ EXTRACTS OF THE MINUTES OF 

CONFERENCES. 

A Conference of the cliurch of Jesus 
Christ of Latter Bay Saint?, held in 
Quincy on the lltk o c March, 1839. 

Brigham Young was unanimously 
called to the chair, and Robert B. 
Thompson chosen clerk. Elder Young 
then arose and gave a statement of the 
circumstances of the church at Far 
West, and his feelings in regard to the 
scattering of the brethren; believing it 
to he wisdom to unite together 
ns much as possible, in extending the 
hand of charity for the relief of the 
poor, who were suffering under the 
hand of persecution in Missouri: and to 
pursue that course that would prove lor 
the general good of the whole church 
who was suffering for the gospel sake: 
and would advise the saints to settle 
(if possible) in companies, or in a situa- 
tion so as to be organized into churches 
that they might be nourished and fed 
by the shepherds; for without, the sheep 
would bo scattered. And he also im- 
pressed it upon the minds of the saints 



especially the elders should be careful 
to depart from all iniquity, and to re- 
member the council given by those 
whom God hath placed ascouocellors 
in his church, that they maj become as 
wise stewards in the vineyard of the 
Lord, that every man may know and 
act in his own place, for their is order 
in the kingdom of God, and we must 
regard that order if we expect to be 
blessed. . £ ... ' . v " 
Elder Young also stated that Elder 
Johnathan Dunham had received pre- 
vious instructions not to call any con- 
ferences in this state, or elsewhere; but 
to go forth and preach repentance 
which was his calling, but contrary to 
those instructions he called a confer- 
ence in Springfield, 111, and presided 
there and brought forth the business 
which he had to transact, and his pro- 
ceeding in many respects during the 
conference was contrary to the feelings 
of Elder W. Woodruff and other offi- 
cial members who were present; they 
considered his proceedings contrary to 
the will, and order of God. The con- 
ference then voted that Elder J. Dun- 
ham be reproved for his improper 
course, and that he be advised to adhere 
to the council given him. And after 
transacting various other busiuess, El- 
der George W. Harris made some re- 
marks relative to those who had left us 
in the times of our perils, persecutions, 
and dangers and were acting against 
the interest of the church, and that 
the church could no longer hold them 
in fellowship unless they repented of 
their sins and turned unto God. After 
the conference fully expressed their 
feelings upon the subject, it was unani- 
mously voted that the following persons 
be excommunicated from the church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, 
viz: George M. Ilinck/e, Sampson 
Avard, John Corrill, Reed Peck, Wm, 
W. Phelps, Frederick G. Williams, 
Thomas B. Marsh, Burr Riggs, and 
several others. After which the cbn- 
ference closed bv prayer. 

BRIGHAM YOUNG, Pres't. 
Robert B. TnoMrsox, Clerk. 



TO THE PATRONS OF THE 

TIMES & SEASONS. 
When we issued our prospectus for 
this paper we saw no good reason why 
to give heed to the revelations of Go. d!! we could not furnish them regularly 
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each month as proposed, (as we were 
practical printers by profession,) but 
just as we got the first number in type 
and ready for the press, which was in 
July last we were taken severely ill 
with the chill fever, and were com- 
pelled to suspend our labor for the time, 
hoping that a few days, or weeks at 
most, would find us in possession of 
sufficient health to again resume our 
business; but in this we were sadly 
disappointed, for not only day3 and 
weeks passed, but months rolled away, 
and we still lingered upon our sick-] 
beds borne down under the raging influ- 
ence of a burning fever. Had this 
been all our afflictions, we could have 
endured them with a good degree of 
fortitude, and would almost have con- 
sidered them light; but not only our- 
selves, but our families also suffered 
with the same direful disease, and were 
brought nigh unto death; but through 
the tender mercies of a kind and be- 
nificcnt Providence, our lives are all 
spared, and our health sufficiently res- 
tored to enable us once more to resume 
our business* 

The above unavoidable circumstan- 
ces, having compelled us to delay the 
publication of our paper until the pres- 
ent date, (notwithstanding we issued a 
few of this number in July,) have in- 
duced us to alter the date, to Novem- 
ber, for the commencement of the 
volume; and we trust that hereafter 
we shall be enabled to furnish the pa- 
per to its patrons in due season. 

O^TUpon our twelfth page will be 
seen a communication from the Twelve, 
written in July, in which they inform- 
ed us that they intended starting to 
England soon, upon a mission. They 
have left, some lime since, accompanied 
by their beloved brother, Parley P. 
Pratt, who had been confined in prison 
nine months, in Missouri, for the truth's 
sake. 

— 

PROSPECTUS OF THE 

The Subscribers being acquainted 
with the scattered condition of the 
church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 
Saints, and realizing the anxiety which 
rests in the bosoms of all the Saints 
who are scattered abroad, to learn of 
the condition and welfare of the church. 



have procured a printing press and 
materials and will publish a monthly 
Periodical, at this place, containing al! 
general information respecting the 
church; as also, a history of the un- 
parallelled persecution, which we, as a 
people, received in Missouri by order 
of the Executive of that State — by 
which many innocent men and child- 
ren were most inhumanly murdered — 
others draged from the bosom of their 
families, without any process whatev- 
er, by an armed soldiery, and thrust 
into prison and irons, there remaining 
for a long time without knowing the 
reason why they were thus treated — 
women insulted — -houses plundered and 
burned — and finally, to end the scene 
of persecution, expell, as exiles, from 
the State, in the winter season, the 
whole society; in all, from ten to 
twelve thousand souls! A statement 
of facts concerning the foregoing trans- 
actions, will not be uninteresting to all 
who wish to sec the pure principles of 
Republicanism preserved un violated. 

The Times and Seasons will con- 
tain communications* from the travel- 
ling Elders, from time to time: its 
columns will also, frequently be oris 
r/ched with letters from gentlemen 
travelling in Europe, which will great- 
ly augment its interest. 

It is not the intention of the Publish- 
ers, to admit any lliing into this paper 
which will be calculated to engender 
strife or turmoil, neither will they in- 
terfere with political matters; as it is 
not their wish to cultivate any princi- 
ple which tends to put people at vari- 
ance one with another, but rather those 
principles that are calculated to make 
men happy in this world, and secure 
unto them eternal life in that which is 
to come. 

TERMS: One Dollar per 
annum, payable, in all cases, in ad- 
Vance. Any person procuring 10 sub- 
scribers, and forwarding us ten dollars 
current money, shall receive one vol- 
ume gratis. All current Bank notes, 
of any denomination will be received 
on subscriptions. Letters on business 
must be addressed to the Publishers, 

POST PAID. 

ROBINSON & SMITH. 
Commerce, Hancock Co. Illinois, Ju- 
ly] 1839. 
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r \ A HISTORY, OF THE 
PERSECUTION, OF THE CHURCH 
OF JESUS CHRIST, OF LAT- 
TER DAY SAINTS IN 
MISSOURI. 

In presenting to our readers, a his- 
tory of the persecution of the church 
of Jesus Chris! of Latter Day Saints* in 
the State of Missouri, we feel it our du- 
ty to commence it at the beginning. 
We are well aware, that many of our 
readers are well acquainted with the 
outrages, committed iu Jackson county, 
(on account of their having been pub- 
lished in the Evening and Morning 
Star,) and might perhaps rather see 
the paper filled with other matter, than 
to have those former troubles presented 
before them again. Yet there are a 
great many others who are altogether 
unacquainted with those early persecu- 
tions, who would feel that we had not 
done our duty, were we to pass by 
them, and confine our history, to more 
recent transactions. 

In the winter of 1830-31, five ciders 
of the church of Jesus Christ, travelled 
through the prairies in a deep snow, 
(which is not common in that country,) 

from St. Louis to Jackson county Mis- 
souri, where they made a permanent 
stand. They preached about the coun- 
try as the way opened before them. — 
A few believed the gospel which they 
preached, and had been baptized, when 
about the middle of the following July, 
a number' more arrived at the same 
place; Shortly afterwards a small 
branch of the church arrived there also. 
At that time there appeared to be but 
little objection to our people settling 
there; notwithstanding some, who could 
not endure the truth, manifested hos- 
tile feelings. 

The church in Jackson continued to 
increase, almost constantly, until it 
was driven from the county. 

As the church increased the hostile 
spirit of the people increased also. — 
The enemies circulated from time to 
time, all numner of false stories ncainst 



the saints, hoping thereby to stir up 
the indignation of others. In the spring 
of 1832 they began to brick-bat or 
stone the houses of the saints, breaking 
in windows, &c, not only disturb- 
ing, but endangeriag the lives of the 
inmates. In the course of that season 
a county meeting was called at Inde- 
pendence, to adopt measures, to drivo 
our people from the country; but the 
meeting broke up, without coming to 
any agreement about them ; having 
had too much confusion among them- 
selves, to do more than to have a few 
knock-downs, after taking a plentiful 
supply of whisky. The result of this 
meeting may be attributed in part, to 
the influence of certain patriotic indi- 
viduals; among whom General Clark, 
a sub-Indian agent, may be considered 
as principal, He hearing of the meet- 
ing, came from his agency, or from 
home, some thirty or forty miles dis- 
tant, a day or two before the meeting. 

He appeared quite indignant, at the 

\dc \ of having the constitution and laws 

set at defiance, and trodden under foot, 

oy the many trampling upon the rights 

of the few. He went to certain influ- 

encial mob characters, and offered to 

decide the case with them in single 

combat: he said that it would be better 

for one or two individuals to die, than 

for hundreds to be nut to death. 

* i 

Although the meeting broke up 
without being able to effect a union, still 
the hostile spirit of individuals was no 
less abated: such was th,eir thirst for 
the destruction of the saints, that they, 
that saniR fall, '•hot into the houses of 
certain individuals. On brill in par- 
ticular lodged in a log near the head 
of the owner of the house, as he lay iu 

During the winter and spring of 
1833, the mob spirit spread itself, though 
in a manner secretly; but in the fore- 
part of the !uromer it began to show 
itself openly, in the stoning of houses 
and other insults. Sometime in July 
the unparalleled declaration of the peo- 
ple of Jackson county, made its ap- 
pearance; in which they appear to 
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have tried their utmost, to defame our 
people, charging them with crimes, and 
many other things; at the same time 
acknowledging that the laws of the 
land would not reach the case of the 
Mormons: which was evidently a fact, 
for they held the rein* of government 
in their own hands, or in other words, 
had the administering of the lawsthem- 
selvcs; and could they have found the 
laws broken, even in a single instance, 
who does not know, that they would 
have put it in force? and thereby sub- 
stantiated their charges against the 
saints, which they never did do, in 
preference to taking unlawful measures 
against them. 

The following remarkable sentence, 
is near the close of their famous declar- 
ation. "We therefore agree, that after 
timely warning, and receiving an ad- 
equate compensation for what little 
property they/' [the Mormons,] "can- 
not take with them, they refuse to 
leave us in peace, as they found us, we 
agree to use such means as may be 
sufficient to remove them; and to that 
end we each pledge to each other, our 
bodily powers, our lives, fortunes, and 
sacred honors." The 2Cth of July was 
the day set, for the people to come to- 
gether, and commence their work of- 
destruction. Accordingly they met tof 
the number of from 3 to 500. A com- 
mittee of 13 of the mob, requested an 
interview with some of the principal 
elders of the church: Six were soon 
called together, who met the mob com- 
mittee. They demanded of those el- 
ders, to have the printing office, and 
indeed all other mechanic shops, be- 
longing to our people, together with 
Gilbert Whitney's store, closed forth- 
with ; and the society to leave the 
county immediately. Those elders 
asked fur three munths, to consider up- 
on their demand, which was refused, 
they then asked for ten days, when 
they were informed that lifreen min- 
utes were the most that could be grant- 
ed. Being driven to the necessity of 
giving an immediate answer, and being 
interrogated seperately, they each one 
answered that they could not consent 
to their demands: upon which one of 
the mob observed, as he left the room, 
that he was sorry, for, said he, the 
work of destruction will commence 



immediately. In a short time, hun- 
dreds of the mob gathered around the 
printing office, (which was a, two story 
brick building,) which they soon threw 
down. The press was thrown from 
the upper story, and the aparatufj 
book work, paper, type, 4-e.,&c., scat- 
tered through the streets. A family, 
residing in the lower story, was also 
thrust out in great haste. After de- 
stroying the printing establishment, 
they proceeded to Gilbert & Whitney's 
store for the same purpose, but Gilbert 
agreeing to shut it, and box the goods 
soon, they concluded to let it alone. — ■ 
They then went in search of certain 
individuals, for the purpose of taking, 
and abusing them. They succeeded in 
taking Edward Patridge, and Charles 
Allen, both of whom they tarred and 
feathered, upon the public square, sur- 
rounded by hundreds of the mob. — 
A number more were taken, but they 
succeeded in malting their escape, 
through the over anxiety of their keep- 
ers, who wished to have the sport of 
seeing those who were being tarred. — 
This scene ended the work of the mob 
for that day; and they adjourned to 
meet the next Tuesday, the 23d inst. 

On Tuesday morning, large compa- 
nies ot the mob rode into Independence 
bearing red flags, threatening death 
and destruction, to the Mormons. A 
consultation was held by some of the 
leading men of both [parties. Nothing 
appeared satisfactory to the mob but for 
our people to either leave the county 
or be put to death. Seeing the deter- 
mination of the mob, some few of the 
leading elders offered their lives, pro- 
vided that would satisfy them, so as to 
let the rest of the society live, where 
they then lived, in peace; they would 
not agree to this, but said that every 
one should die for themselves, or leave 
the county. At that time, the most, 
if not all, of our people, in Jackson, 
thought they would be doing wrong, to 
resist the mob, even by defending them- 
selves; consequently they thought, thai 
they must quietly submit, to whatever 
yoke was put upon them, even to the 
laying down of theirs lives. 

With theb-e views, the few elders 
who were assembled, at the time, to 
consult up the subject, (which were 
but six or seven,) after counselling 
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What lime they had, thought it best to 
agree to leave the county, upon the 
terms agreed upon, viz: that those el- 
ders should go themselves, and also use 
their influence, with the society, to 
have one half of them leave the count} 7 
by the first of January, and the other 
half by the first of April, 1834; hoping 
that before either of thosd dates would 
expire, providence would /kindly open 
the wav for them, to stijf live there in 
peace. The mob parir agreed to not 
molest the saints, during the time 
agreed upon for tlwJm to stay. The 
agreement was written, and sighed by 
the parties; the whole mob was then 
assembled in the court-house, nnd had 
it read, and explained to them by their 
leaders; they all appeared satisfied, 
and agreed to abide by it. The saints 
were not pleased with the idea of leav- 
ing the county; and few of them, a: 
first, believed that they would have to 
leave it, thinking that the government 
would protect them, in their constitu- 
tional rights. Threats of destruction 
were soon thrown our, by some of the 
mobbe rs, shoul d they , [t he s;i i n ts] 
make any effort to get assistance from 
any quarter: but notwithstanding their 
threats a petition was carefully circu* 
lated, and obtained the signature of 



ed by their threatnings; induced them 
to move back again to Jackson. 

The saints^ as yet, had made no Re- 
sistance, but seeing; as they thought, 
the only feasible door for moving away 
shut against them, they began to look 
around, to see what coald be done. — 
They took the subject of self defence 
into consideration, aad they found that 
they would be justified by the laws of 
bath God man, in defending them- 
selves, their families and houses, 
against nil such as should molest them 
unlawfully. They therefore concluded, 
that fiom that time forward, they 
would defend themselves, as well as 
they could, against mobbers; hoping 
that that, when it should be understood, 
would dampen the hostile spirit of 
those who were, a! that time, continu- 
ally threatening them. But it had a 
contra effect. That, together with the 
petitioning of the Governoi, and the 
employing of counsel, caused the mob 
to rage again; They began by stoning 
houses, breaking in windows and doors, 
and committingother outrages; but noth- 
ing, very serious, was done till the lafst 
of October. On Thursday night the 
31st, a mob of forty or fifty, collected 
nnd proceeded armed to a branch of 
the church, wuo lived eight or ten 
tnany of the saints; and was carried ;! miles, south west of Independence; 
to the Governor of the State, before it 



become at all public. The petition set 
forth, in a concise manner, their per- 
secutions; and solicited the aid of the 
Governor in protecting them, in their 
rights, that they might sue, and obtain 
damages, for loss of property, abase, 



there they unroofed ten houses, and 
partly threw down the bodies of some 
of them; they caught three or four of 
the men, and notwithstanding the cries, 
hod entreaties of their wives and chil- 
dren, they whiped, and beat them in 
a barbarous manner. Others evaded 



defamation, <fcc. The Govenor, in \ a beating by flight. They were taken 
his answer, expressed a willingness to I by surprise by the mob, consequently 
help, but said he had no author!-': were not collected together, or in a 
iy to do it, until the lew Could not bejj situation to defend themselves against 
executed without force. He advisrd ;*><-> large a bocy; therefore they made 
them to try the law,- against those who! no resistance* TKq mob, after threat- 



should threaten their lives; and if th< 
law was resisted, give him authent; 



▼ lo visit th itu again in a rougher 
r !j tnanoer, dispersed. The news of this 
information of the fact, and then he ij outrage soon spread through the differ* 
would see that it was enforced. He jl em settlements of th&$aintsy and pro- 
also advised them to sue for their dam-jjduced feelinga more easily felt than de- 
ag:s. They accordingly employed u scribed; lor tne very well knew by 
four counselors, at 81,000 to com-! the throatuings of the mob, and their 



mence and carry their suits, more or 
less, through to final judgment. 



kiog the treaty, or agreement, 
h was made but a few days be- 



About that time a few families moved ij fore, as it were, that there was troiWe 



into Van Ruren county, the countv 
soi th of Jackson; but the hostile spirit 



d. They were in a scattered sit- 
n, their settlements extending east 



of the inhabitant?, which was manifest- :|anl «as ten or twelve miles, and 



TIMES AND SEASONS. 



20 

what to do for their safety, they 
knew not. To resist large bodies of 
the mob, ia their scattered situation, 
appeared useless; and to gather togeth- 
er in'o one body, immediately* was 
impracticable, for they had noi in any 
.one place, houses to dwell in, or food 
for themselves and stock. A consulta- 
tion was held, near Independence, by 
some of the principal men of the 
church, to see what was best to be 
done; it was concluded to obtain peace 
warrants, if possible* against some of 
the principal leader*, of the mob; and 
also to advise their brethren to gather 
together, into four or five bodies, in 
their different neighborhoods, and de- 
fend themselves, as well as they could, 
whenever the mob should come upon 
thein. They then went to a magis- 
trate, and applied for a warrant, but 
he refused to grant one. The Gover- 
nor's tetter, directing them to proceed 
in that way, was then read to him, up- 
on wind) he repl.ed that he cared 
nothing about it. At that very time 
the streets were filled with mobbers, 
passing and repassing threatening the 
saints, in different directions, with de- 
struction. And to be deprived of the 
benefit of lav/, at such a critical time, 
was well calculated to make the saints 
. feel solemn, and mourn over the de- 
pravity of man. But they had not . 
much time for reflection; for they had 
many things to do to prepare for the 
night, which was ju^t at hand, in the 
which they expected '.he mob would be 
upon them. Up to this time, the per- 
sons of women and children were con- 
sidered safe, they seldom being abused; 
therefore the men run together for the 
night, leaving their families at home. 

At Independence the men met half 
a mile west of the Court house. — 
Night came on and a party of the mob, 
who had staid in the village, were 
heard brick-batting the houses; spies 
were sent to discover their movements, 
who returned with information that 
they were tearing down a brick-house, 
belonging to Gilbert and Whitney, and 
also breaking open their store. Upon 
hearing that news, those who were col- 
lected together, formed themselves in- 
to two small companies, and marched 
up to- the public square, where they 
found a number of men in the act of 
stoning the store of Gilbert and Whit- 



ney, (which was broken open, and 
some of the goods thrown into the 
street) they all fled but one Richard 
McCarty, who was taken and found to 
be well lined with whiskey. GiU 
bert and one or two more went with 
him to Esq. Westons, and demanded 
a warrant for him, but he refused to 
give them one; consequently McCarty 
was liberated. Next morning it was 
ascertained that the windows were 
broken in, where there were none but 
womenand children; one house in par- 
ticular, which had window shutters, 
and they were shut, had a rail thrust 
through into the room where women 
and children were alone. Seeing that 
neither sex nor age were safe, the 
families were all moveTl out of the vil- 
lage that day. The same night an- 
other party of the mob collected about 
ten or twelve miles from independence, 
near a body of the saints; two of their 
company went to discover the situation 
of the brethren; they came near the 
guard, when P. P. Pratt discovering 
them, advanced and went up to them; 
when one of them struck him over the 
head with a rifle, which cut a large 
gash in his head, and nearly knocked 
him down; but he recovered himself, 
called to his men who were near, they 
took the spies and disarmed them of 
two rifles and three pistols, kept them 
in custody until morning, then gave 
tbem their arms and let them go with- 
out injuring them. The rest of their 
company were heard at a distance, 
but they dispersed without doing any 

harm. 

TO BE CONTINUED. 



COMMUNICATIONS. 
To the Saints scattered abroad, 
Greeting: 

Having given my testimo- 
ny to the world of the truth of the book 
of Mormon, the renewal of the everlast- 
ing covenant, and the establishment of 
the Kingdom of heaven, in these last 
days; and having been brought into 
great afflictions and distresses for the 
same, I thought that it might be 
strengthening to my beloved brethren, 
to give them a short account of my 
sufferings, for the truth's sake, and the 
state of my mind and feelings, while 
under circumstances of the most trying 
and afilictmg nature, 
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It would be unnecessary lor mo toj 
enter into the particulars, prior to my 
settlement in Missouri, or give an ac- 
count of my journey to that State; suf- 
fice it to say, that after having endur- 
ed almost all manner of abuse, which 
was poured out upon the church of 
Latter Day Saints, from its commence- 
ment, by wicked and ungodly men; 1 
left Kirtlund, Ohio, the beginning of 
March 1838, with a family consisting 
of ten individuals, and with means on- 
ly sufficient to take us one half the 
way; the weather was very unpropi- 
tious, and the roads were worse than I 
had ever seen them before. However, 
after enduring many privations and 
much fatigue, through the kind provi- 
dence of God, 1 arrived with my fami- 
ly in Far West, the latter part of I 
May, where 1 found many of my 
friends who had borne the heat and 
burthen of the day, and whose priva- 
tions and sufferings for Christ's sake 
had been great, with whom I fondly 
hoped, and anticipated the pleasure 
of spending a season in peace, and! 
have a cessation from the troubles and 
persecutions to which we had been sub- 
ject for a number of years, the pros- 
pect was truly flattering, we were the, 
owners, of almost the entire county; 
many of the brethren had already; 
opened "very extensive farms; nature 
was propitious, and the comforts of life 
would have soon been realized by evefv 
industrious person. But notwithstand- 
ing these favorable auspices, a storm 
arose before whose withering blast our 
fair and reasonable prospects were 
blasted, and ruined; anarchy, and dis- 
may, was spread through that county, 
as well as the adjoining ones, in which 
our brethren had found a resting place. 

The inhabitants of ;he upper coun- 
ties, jealous of the increasing number of 
the saints, thinking like some in ancient 
times, that if they were to let us alone 
we should takeaway their place and 
nation, soon began to circulate reports 
prejudicial to the saints, and after threa- 
tening us with mobs for some time, at 
last put their threats into execution, & 
proceeded to drive off our cattle, and 
bum down our houses, while helpless 
females with their tender offsprings,, 
had to flee into the wilderness, and ; 
wander to a considerable distance for 
shelter; this state of things continued' 



until, from false representation?, 
and a wicked desire to overthrow tf.e 
saints, the Governor called out ihe 
militia, and gave orders for our exfer- 
mination. ? . . * '* u v ' ' v * sJ 

Soon after the arrival of the miKtia 
at Far West, my brother Joseph', qrith 
several others, who were considered 
leading characters in the church, were 
betrayed into their hands, and the day 
after Colonel George Hincklo, who 
had always been a professed friend* 
but who had now turned traitor, cume 
with a company of the enemy to my 
house, and told them I was the person 
whom they sought; they told me I 
must go with them to the camp. — 
I inquired when I could return, my 
family being in a situation, that I knew 
not how to leave them, but could g£t 

no answer, remonstrance was in vain, 
sol was obliged to go with them. 1 
was aware of the hostile feelings of 
our enemies, and their hatred fo all 
those who professed the faith of the 
church of Latter Day Saints; ;<ni I 
can assure my brethren, that I would 
as soon have gone into a den of Lions, 
as into that host, who had orders 
from the Executive of the state to put 
us to death, and who had every dis- 
position to do so; however, I was ena- 
bled to put my trust in the Lord, 
knowing that he who delivered Dam-l 
out of the den of lions, could deliver mo 
from cruel and wicked men. WHen I 
arrived at the camp, I was put under thi 
same guard with my Urothe'r Joseph 
and my other friends, who had been 
taken the day previous. 

That evening a court martial was 
held to consult what steps should he 
taken with the prisoners, when it was 
decided that we were to be %bot the 
next morning, as an ensample to the 
rest of the church. Knowing that I 
hnd done nothing worthy df 4l 3ekth or 
of bonds, 5 ' and feeling an assurance 
tiiat all things would work together 
for our good. I remained quite calm* 
and felt altogether unmoved, when I 
heard of their unjust and cruel sentence 
4i my heart was fixed, trusting in the 
Lord.*, l ' ; "> ' ' ;— ; TvJjR 

The next morning came on, when 
(according to the sentence of the court) 
j we were to be shot. It was an impor- 
tant time, thousands were anticipating 
the event with fiendish joy, and seem- 
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ed to long for the hour of execution, 
while our friends and brethren, were 
beseeching a throne of grace on our 
behalf, and praying for our deliver- 
ance. The time at length arrived 
when their sentence was to be carried 
into effect, but in consequence of Gen- 
eral Doniphan protesting against the 
unlawfulness of the proceedings, and 
at the same time, threatning to with- 
draw his troops, if they should offer 
to carry into effect their murderous 
sentence, the court resigned their res- 
olution, and thus their purposes were 
frustrated and our bitterest eneniies 
were disappointed; the prayers of our 
friends were answered, and our lives 
spared. Notwithstanding the discom- 
fiture of their plans, yet our destruc- 
tion was determined upon by a vast 
majority, who, thinking they could 
better carry into effect their purposes, 
ordered us to be conveyed to Jackson 
county, whcielhcy were well aware 
our most cruel persecutors resided. — 
Beforq tstariing I got permission to 
visit my family, but had only time to 

seVn "change of clothes, and then wae 

hqrried away from them, while they 
clung to my garments; they supposing 
it would be the last time they would 
see me in this world. While getting 
into the waggon which was to convey 
us to our destination, four men rushed 



me, and 1 felt great liberty in speaking 
to those who would listen to the truth. 
Notwithstanding the determination of 
our enemies, they were not suffered to 
curry out their designs in thai county, 
for after enduring considerable bard* 
ships, we were removed back as far as 
Richmond in Ray county, where for 
the first time in my life I was put into 
prison and my feet hurt with fetters: 
and remained in this situation for four> 
teen days. 1 endeavored to bear up 
under my sufferings and wrongs, but 
at the same time could not help but 
feel indignant at those who treated us 
with such cruelly, and who pretended 
to do it under the sanction of the laws. 
After many attempts to destroy us by 
the military, in ail of which they were 
unsuccessful, we were at length deliv- 
ered up to the civil law: soon after 
which a court of inquiry waa held; a 
great deal of false testimony was 
given prejudicial to my brethren, but 
all the testimony they could produce 
against me was, that 1 was one of ihe 
Presidency of the church, and a firm 
friend to my brother Joseph. This the 
court deemed sufficient to authorize 
my committal to prison; I was then, 
with my brethren, removed to Liberty, 
in Ciay county, where I was confined 
for more than four months, and suffered 
much for want of proper food, and from 



upon us, and leveled their rides at us, tithe nauseous cell in which I was con- 



seemingly, with a determination to 
shoot us, but tins was not permitted 
them to do, no, their arms were un- 
nerved, and they d roped their pieces 
and slunk awny. While thus exposed 
1 felt no tremour or alarm, 1 kr.e.v 1 
was in the hands of God, whose power 
was unlimited. 

While on our way to Jackson coun- 
ty we excited great curiosity; at our 
sloping places, people would flock to 
see us, from all quarters; a great num- 
ber of whom would rail upon us, and 
give us abusive language, while a few 
would pity its; knowing that we were 
an injured people. When we arrived 
at Independence, the county seat of 
Jackson County, the citizens flocked 
from all parts of the county to soe us. 
they were generally very abusive, 
some of the most ignorant gnashed their 
teeth upon us: but all their threats and 
nbuse did not move me, for I felt the 
spirit of the Lord to rest down upon 



fined: but still more so on account of 
my anxiety for my family, whom I 
had left without any protector, and 
who were unable to help themselves; 
rhy wife was confined while 1 was 
away from home, and had to suffer 
more than tongue cun tell; she was 
not able to sit up for several weeks, 
and to heigthen my affliction, and the 
sufferings of my helpless family, my 
i^oods were unlaw fu lly seized upon 
and carried off, until my family had 
to suffer in consequence thereof: nor, 
were the Missourians my only oppres- 
sors, but those with whom I had been 
acquainted from my youth, and who 
had ever pretended the greatest friend- 
ship towards me, came to my house*, 
white I was in prison, and ransacked 
and carried off many of my valuables, 
this they did under the cloak of friend- 
ship. Amongst those who treated me 
thus I cannot help making particular 
j mention of Lvman Cowdcrv, who, iu 



TIMES AND SEASONS. 



connexion with his brother Oliver, 
took from me a great many things; 
and to cap the climax of his iniquity, 
compelled my aged father, by threat- 
ning to bring a mob upon him, to deed 
over to him, or his brother Oliver, 
about IGOacres of land to pay a note 
which he said I had given to Oliver 
for $165, such a note I confess I was, 
and stili am entirely ignorant of, and 
after mature consideration, 1 have to 
s v that i believe it must be a for- 
gery. 

These circumstances, with the afflic- 
ting situation of my family, served 
greatly to heighten my grief; indeed it 
was almost more than I could bear up 
und?r; 1 traversed ray prison house 
for hours, thinking of their cruelty to 
my family, and the afflictions they 
brought upon the saints of the Most 
High; they forcibly reminded m^ of 
;he children of Edom, when the Jews 
were destroyed by their enemies, and 
the language of prophet Obadiah to E- 
dom, is, 1 think- so very much in point 
that I cannot refrain from inserting it. 

"For thy violence against thy broth- 
er Jacob, shame shall cover thee and 
thou shalt be cut olF forever. 

In the day thou stooJest on the 
other side, in the diy that the stran- 
gers carried away captive his forces,] 
and foreigners entered into his gate;, 
and cast lots upon Jerusalem, even 
thou wast as one of them. 

But thou shoulJest not have looked 
on the day of thy brother in the day 
hat he bscamo a stranger; neither 
shouldst thou have rejoiced over the 
children of Judah in the day of their 
destruction; neither shouldst thou have 
spoken proudly in the day of distress 

Thou shouldst not have entered in- 
to the gate of my people in the day of 
their calamity; yea, thou shoudst not 
have looked on their affliction in the 
day of their calamity, nor have hid 
hands on their substance in the day of 
their (calamity. Neither shouldst thou 
have stood in the cross way, to cut off 
those of his that did escape; neither 
shouldst thou have delivered up those 
of his that did remain in the day of dis- 
tress." ^v j^n^* :v ' *' 

After being in the hinds of our 
eaemies for about six months, the time 
of our deliverance at length arrived. 



as mentioned by my brother Joseph, 
in the last number of the **Times and 
Seasons/' You may judge what my 
feelings were when I escaped from 
those whose feet were fast to 6hed 
blood, and when I was again priviledg- 
ed to see my beloved family who hud 
sul&red so many privations and afflic- 
tions; not only while in Far Wesf, but 
likewise in moving away in that in- 
clement season of the year. ' 

Thus 1 have endeavored to give you 
a short account of mv sufferings while 
in the state of Missouri, but how inad- 
equate is language to express the feel- 
ings of my mind, while under them: 
knowing that I was innocent of crime, 
and that I had been dragged from my 
family at a time, when my assistance 
was most needed; that I had been 
abused and thrust into a dungeon, and 
confined for months on account of my 
foithi and the "testimony of Jesus 
Christ." However I thank God that 
I felt a determination to die, rather 
than deny the things which my eyes 
had seen, which my hands had hanJled, 
and which I had borne testimony to, 
wherever my lot had been cast; and I 
can assure my beloved brethren that 
I was enabled to bear as siroog a testi- 
mony, *hen nothing but death pre- 
sented itself, as ever I did in my life. 
My confidence in God, was likewise 
unshaken. I knew that he who suf- 
fered me, along with my brethren, to 
!>3 thus tried, that he could and that 

he would deliver us out of the hands of 

our enemies; and in his own duo time 
he did so, for which I desire to bless 
and praise his holy name. 

From my closu and long confine- 
ment, as well as from the sufferings of 
my mind, 1 feel my body greatly 
broke down and debilitated, my frame 
has received a shock from which it will 
take a long time to recover; yet, I am 
happy to say that my zeal for tho 
cause of God, and my courage in de- 
fence of t!ie truth, aro as great as ever. 
**My heart is fixed," and I yet feel a 
determination to do the will of God, in 
spite of persecutions, imprisonments or 
death; I can say with Paul "none of 
these things move me so that I may 
finish my course with joy." 

Dear Brethren, we have cothiog to 
be discouraged at, if wc remember tho 
words of the Savior, which say "in 
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the world you shall have tribulation. — 
If they have persecuted me they will 
also persecute you." The wurid has 
always hated the truth and those who 
have testified of the same; let us not 
then think that these are strange things 
such as never happened before, but, 
rather let us take the prophets and 
saints in ancient days as examples 



ing is equal to any on the River. And 
no part of the town is ever overflowed. 

A part of this place has recently 
been purchased by the Bishop of the 
Church of Latter Day Saints. Bish- 
op Knight has also purchased another 
town six miles above Keokuk, which 
is called Nashville, it being nt the head 
of the Rapids, the place ha*? advanta- 



fathers, &c. have been slain; with you, 
I would drop the sympathetic tear, and 
would do all I could to comfort you in 
your distress, and would fain pour into 
your wounded souls, the oil of joy for 
mourning; the time is fast hastening, 
when if faithful, you will join your 
friends in a more glorified state of ex- 
istance, where mobs and oppression 
are not known: look then at the things 
which are before, and nut at those 
which are behind. 



To those who have suffered be- , , . , 

reavements in consequence of the cru-; g cs equal to any town on the Missis- 
cliieaofthe wicked, whose husbands,' »ippis it has a large body of valuable 

timber attached to it. and the surround- 
ing country is beautifully interspersed 
with prairies which will admit of a 
dense population: these advantages to- 
gether with the advantage of landing, 
renders the country valuable. 

Montrose. — This place is four miles 
above Nashville, it is situated on a bot- 
tom prairie, and a handsome place for 
a town, it has equal advantages with 
other town on Mississippi, Bishop 
Knight has also, purchased a part of 
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To the church in general I would !i this town, together with about thirty 



thousand acres of the surrounding 
jcounlry, on the point of land between 



say, be faithful, maintain your integri- 
ty, let the principles of truth and „. t , . 

righteousness get deep hold in your (the Mississippi and the Desmoine, gen- 
erally denominated the Half Bteed 
tract; this tract has actually superior 
advantages, having the Desmoine on 
the West, and the Mississippi on the 
East, both navigable streams; and the 
soil is generally acknowledged to be 
nearly equal to that of the State of 
Missouri. The Half Breed tract con- 
tains 119,000 acres, and the whole 

tract can be purchased by a united ef- 
fort of the saints. 



hearts, live up to those principles at a 
times, be humbln withall, and then you 
will be able to stand fUcn and unsh.t- 
keu tho' i 

**Thc mountains skip like rams, 
And all the little hills like lambs." 

Your Brother, 

in the Kingdom and 

patience of Jesus Christ. 

II V RUM SMITH. 
Commerce, Dec. 1S39. 



KEOKUK, 

Lee County, Iowa T^kritorv. 

This place is situated on the west 
bank of the Mississippi River, about 
forty miles above Quiucy, Illinois*, at 
the foot of the Rapids, "which is the 
fust obstruction to the navigation for 
the largest class of Steam Boats. — 
At this place all Steam Boats, in as- 
cending the Mississippi at low water, 
are compelled to discharge their car- 
goes, which are transported over the 
Kapids in lighters, and on descending, 
the boats receive their cargoes from 
the lighters at this place. The land. 



Nauvoo. — Thi* is a newly located 
Town, and is situated on the East bank 
of the Mississippi opposite Montrose, it 
derived its name from the Hebrew, 
ivhich signifies Fair, very beautiful, 
and it actually fills the definition of 
the word; for nature has not formed 
a parallel on the Banks of the Missis- 
sippi, from New-Orleans to Galena, 
for the beauty of the ground on which it 
stands; there is a good landing and it 
has equal privileges with other towns, 
| this is also owned by the saints, and is 
rapidly increasing; the surrounding 
country is fertile, and the crops, this 
present year, are good, therefore there 
is no fear existing that the gathering 
will be too extensive. 

A. RIPLY, 
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COMMERCE, ILL. DEC. 1839. 

We are favored with several com- 
munications from traveling Elders, 
who, iu almost every instance, make 
the Macedonian- call, 4l come over and 
help us;" as ihey have more calls for 
preaching than they can possibly fill. 
A/so, great inquires are made for 
Books of all kinds, which have been 
published in the church, and as they 
are all disposed of, and not a copy, of 
scarce a single work now to be obtain- 
ed, therefore, the Presidency and high! 
council of this place, having taken the' 
subject into consideration, passed the 
following resolution: 

"Revolted, That Ten thousand cop- 
ies of a Hymn Book, be printed; also 
that the Book of Mormon be re-printed 
in this place, under the inspection of 
the Presidency, as soon as monies can 
be raised to defray the expenses." 



FROM THE ELDERS ABROAD. 

Elder Henry Dean, writes from 
Lancaster county, Po. under date of 
Sept. 30th 1839* After giving a sus- 
cinct account of his travels and la- 
boars through different parts of Penn- 
sylvania, he says: I am now in Lan- 
c ister county, near Strasbury, in com- 
pany with brother Davis, we are rais- 
ing a church in this place, and we ex- 
pect it wi'I be a middling large Branch: 
there are 3 baptized, and 5 or 6 more 
to be baptized to day, and a good 
number mere in this place believing; 
and I can say, the work is gaining 
ground in these parts, though the la- 
bourers are few. The work is pros- 
pering every where the elders have 
been. We desire an interest in your 
prayers, that we may pull down priest- 
craft in this place, and raise the stand* 
ard of truth in its stead. 

Brother A. Petty writes, from Dor 
ver, Stuart county, Tennessee, in which 
he informs us, that the work of the 
Lord is still rolling on in the south; 
"Some few are still coming into the 
church in this country, brother Bran- 
don has lately baptized four, and he 
thinks there is a prospcet of more/' 

Brother Nathaniel Holmes, writes II 



!rom Georgetown Mass. dated October 
1 1th 1839, by way of encouragement 
to the Saints, he says: we would say 
to th.? b rethrcn in that place, we feel 
anxious for your prosperity, the few 
members of the ri:tle church remaining 
in Georgetown and vicinity, are firm 
in the doctrine of the gospel revealed 
in these last days, and I trust will out- 
ride the storm of persecution; from the 
signs in the heavens, and on the earth, 
we look for the fulfilling of the ancient 
prophets, apostles, and Jesus himself, 
on this generation. 

Elder G, H. Brandon, writes from 
Benton county, Tennessee, under date 
of Sept. 3d 1339. He states that the 
work of God is going on in that place, 
the honest in heart are still embracing 
the truth in Bentou countp, he has bap- 
tized 5 and organized a branch of the 
church called the charity branch, con- 
sisting of 8 members: he also savs; 
**The people seem to be much inquir- 
ing, I have more calls for preaching 
than I can fill; the enemy is raging on 
every hand, yet the work seems to be 
spreading very fast at present, inso- 
much, that where I had no calls last 
fall and winter, I now have so many 
that I cannot fill them all; where 1 had 
no bounds, they have become so large, 
that lam called as much as 25 miles 
from home in different directions. We 
would take it as a great blessing if 
some of the Elders would visit us this 
fall." ' ' ^ ' 

Elder James Blakeslce writes fron\ 
Waterville, Oneida co. X. Y. under 
date of July 22nd, in the following 
language. . ; t» . t 

Since hist fall, through the goodnes3 
and mercies of our God, 1 have been 
enabled to organize two oranches of 
the church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints, 'consisting of about sixty 
members; one in Loonviile. Oneida 
county, and the other in Williams- 
lown, and Amboy, Oswego county N. 
Y., and I have baptized between twen- 
ty and thirty in this region, within 
about one month; there aro many be- 
lievcing in this north country, not- 
withstanding the troubles which have 
befallen the saints in the west, in their 
great persecution; yet the work of our 
God rolls forth in mighty power, fad- 
ing propelled by the power of Israel's 
God. The saints in this country aro 



so 
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growing stronger and stronger, of late, I 
and are very anxious to remove and! 
sutler with their brethren in Zion, and. 
the probability is, (nothing in provi- 
dence forbiuing,) a large company will 
remove west next season. We were 
very happy to hear from our beloved 
brother Joseph Smith jr. and others, 
and that they were restored to the] 
sweet society of their families, and! 
brethren in Christ; they have had the 
prayers of the saints in their behalf, 
for th< ir deliverance in this region, 

ever since we first heard of their beinir' 
confined in prison; and we have great |J 
reason to praise the Lord, that he 
has thus far granted our petition in 
relieving our beloved brethren from 
the prison; and our sincere prayer to 
God, is, that he would set at liberty the 
rest of our beloved brethren, who arc 
still in confinement, and we will ever 
pray and praise bis holy name. 

Elder B. Winchester writes from 
Philadelphia, Pa. under date of Oct. 
21st from which we learn that he has 
introduced the gospel into that city 
with good success; many are embra- 
cing the truth; he solicits on the 
strongest terms; some faithful elder 
would be doing their Masters business, 
if they would call and lend him assis- 
tance. ' 

Thus the work of God continues a 
steady and unimpeded coarse, and 
though its progress is slow, yet it will 
continue to roll forth, until the honest 
in heart are gathered out. and Is.ael 
"hunted from every mountain, and from 
every high hill, and rut of the holes of 
the rocks;" and nothing can hinder it 
in its decreed course; although the 
threshing jlail of Missouri, with the 
combined powers of hell, has pounced 
heavily upon the church of Qod, 
yet, (like striking the mustard stalk 
when ripe,) it has only served to 
scatter the seed, (the word) through- 
out, not only the small Garden of 
the United States, but across the 
mighty ocean, among foreign nations; 
and it will continue to spring up, and 
grow, and bear fruit, until the bursting 
heavens shall reveal the Son of God, 
and that to the final consumation of al. 
those "that know not God, and that 
obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ," when the church of the Most 
High, who have been persecuted, smit- 



ten and afflicted for the testimony of 
Jesus Christ, yea, even those who 
love his appearing, unto them shall he 
appear the second time, without sin 
unto salvation, and that to the joy of 
their hearts. 



Pleasant Garden, Putnam co. Indiana. 

October, IS 1839. 

TO D. C, SMITH, E. ROBINSON 

Dear Brethren, 

In great haste I improve* 

this opportunity of addressing a few 
lines to you, to inform \ou where lam- 
laboring, and the fruits *hat att -net 
the same, I left Springfield on the 
third of September, for the East, more 
particular to visit my friends, and con- 
sequently took my wife along, we 
traveled about 80 miles from Spring- 
field, and my horse was taken sick and. 
I was obliged to stop; 1 went to preach- 
ing for one week,, baptized five; I con- 
tinued my journey on East, crossed 
the Wabash river at Terrc-Haute, con- 
tinued on twenty five miles and stoped 
in Pleasent Garden, to take supper; 
the people found out that I was a 
.Mormon, and they wanted me to slop 
and preach the same evening, which 1 
did; but the people were not content 
and wanted I should preach the next 
evening, which I did; after I had 
preached the second time the people 
began to cry out that the Mormons 
were not driven from .Missouri, for 
pn-aching such doctrine as that, but in 
order to prove their own statement 
false, on the third evening, after meet- 
ing they took my carriage and d rawed 
it about one miie into the wcods, broke 
it very badly; they also took ofT one 
of the wheels, and carried it oil", and 
I have never heard from it since: 
however, I have got a new one made, 
and the people made a collection and 
paid for it, and of course while I was 
getting my waggon repaired, I kept, 
pleaching to the people, which I did. 
for seven nights in succession; then 
the people began to invite me into, 
other places, I was invited to go to 
Green Castle and preich in the court 
house, which I have done five times, 
without being disturbed but once, and 
the man that disturbed me was fined 
five dollars. I have held 33 meetings 
here, and have calls, more than I cau 
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possibly attend; prejudice is giving!! opportunity was presented; visited the 
auay on all sides, I have just begau to * 

baptize here, I have baptized live, 
among whom is Doctor Knights and 
Lady, an eminent physician, who has 1 
practiced iu this country for 13 years. 
The prospect is thai many of the iirst 
class of people in the county will be 
baptized,! have been in this church 
eight years, in which you know I have 
travelled much, and 1 can say, that 
never has a greater field opened than 
1 am in now, and t want help immedi- 
ately; 1 want an elder of experience 
sent here as soon as you receive this, 
why i say an elder oi' experience, is 
because here is the seat of literature 
for this State, here are 80 colle- 
gians, and professors and priests; 
without number. I have had 3 attacks 
from them, but have found tnat they 
could d j nothing against the tru;h, but 
for it. 

Yours in the bond of the 

everlasting covenant. 
ALMuN BABBIT. 



Wilmington, Del. Sept. 8th, 1S39. 

Elder D. C. Smith: 

Highly esteemed brother 
in Christ, and fellow laborer in the 
Kingdom of our God set up for the 
last time, and to all taints, Gkeet- 

Though mobs may rise and Satan 
may rage and stir up his emissaries 
against the work of God in the Last 
Days; yet they cannot overthrow it. 
As well might they try to stop the sun 
in its course through the heavens, or 
prevent its shilling upon the earth 
beneath, as to try to slop the spread 
of truth. The honest in heart will 
hear and will understand, and obey- — 
And I am thoroughly convinced, there 
never has been a better time for the 
elders of the Church of Latter Day 
Saints, to preach the fullness of the 
gospel to the world than at the present 



saints in Bedford co. and after a jouto 
nev of four weeks, arrived in Chester 
co. Pa. Here we planted the standard 
of truth among Elder Woolly's friends 
and acquaintance s; doors were open 
on the right and left, and in a very 
short time whole neighborhoods were 
in an uproar, on account of the strange 
drctrine as they called it, which had 
come to their ears. Mormonism, as it 
was termed, was the principle subject 
of discussion. The dust was brushed 
from many a bible which 1 presume 
had lain useless for years, and a gen- 
eral search of the scriptures was made, 
so that it was suid, and I think in 
truth, the bible wan read more by the 
people in a few weeks after we arriv- 
ed in the place, than it had been be- 
fore for many years. Indeed, a cer- 
tain doctor acknowledged in public that 
he had read the bible more within 3 
days than he had in 15 years before — ■ 
.Scon alter arriving in the co. Elder 
Woolly and myself visited West Ches- 
ter, the county seat, a town contain- 
ing about 2,000 inhabitants, aud held 
several meetings in the old fellows 1 hall. 
The Methodist became very much al- 
armed, supposing, no doubt, that their 
cralt was in danger, (for the peopie 
were very attentive to hear.) and sent 
oif immediately to the City of Philadel- 
phia for a champion of theirs, by the 
name of Mattnck, to come and put 
down the truth. But lo! when he came 
and got up to speak the people hissed 
at him. I tried to get him to appoint 
some time and we would meet and have 
a public discussion, but he refused, say- 
ing he must goto Philadelphia the next 
day. But instead of that, he went into 
the Methodist Chapel in the evening 
and read Lc Roy Sundciltdn's pamph* 
let. I attended, and when he was 
through I arose and read Parley P. 
Pratt's reply, but when I came to Meth- 
odism unveiled, the sta;ioned preacher 



had visited the saints in Virginia and 
Ohio, (and accomplished our business 
with them ay far as circumstances 
would permit,) in company with El- 
ders E. D. Woolly, and Elisha H. Pa- 
vis, started for the eastern countries, 
crossed the Alleghany mountains in the 
cold month of January, proclaiming 



time. Alter eider Sagers and myself | in the town arose and objected to mv 



the everlasting gospel whenever anj nothing to say, you are soon dismissed 



reading it, he however was overruled 
by the congregation, and I proceeded 
and read it oft' to the whole assembly, 
and sat down. Their champion Mr. 
Mattock made no reply; but the sta- 
tioned preacher arose and said, (in a 
very sarcastic manner,) well if you 
wish to be Mormons, you may i havo 
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After this I understood, several of 
their members withdrew, or were turn- 
ed out of their Church, because they be- 
lieved Mormontsm. 

We continued our preaching in dif- 
ferent places through the county for 
several weeks, when 4 came forward 
and obeyed the gospel; Eider Woolev 
then left us fur his family in Ohio, 
Elder Sagerss and myself shortly after- 
wards visited the City of Philadelphia, 
where we preached three times, and 
then visited the churches in IT* Jersey, 
and N. Y. and after preaching a num- 
ber of times in different places, return- 
ed; Elder Sagers then returned to his 
family in the West, and I resumed my 
labours in Chester county Pa. in com- 
pany with Eider E. H. Davis. We 
have extended our labours to Lancas- 
ter county, and the northern part of 
the state of Delaware- The prospect 
is go*d in all these places; one has 
already obeyed the Gospel in Lancas- 
ter county, and many more are believ- 



ing. 



The church in Chester county, now 
number 30 members, and many more 
are believing, whom, 1 trust will obey 
the gospel soon. The Lord has com- 
menced a great and good work among 
this peopl<% and \ feel strong in the 
spirit, and am determined to thrust in 
my sickle, and reap, while the harvest 
lasts so that when we return, we 
may return laden with sheaves, pray 
for us dear brother, and may the Lord 
help us all, vYmen. 

Yours, in the bond, of the 

new and everlasting covenant. 
LORENZO BARNES* 



Monmouth Co. N. J. Sept. 10th 1S39. 
D. C. Smith and E. Robinson, 

Dear Brethren, 
This morning 
having a few moments, I lift my pen 
to communicate the particulars of the 
wouds meeting, which I mentioned in 
my last. The meeting commenced 
according to appointment on the 28th; 
was opened by singing, prayer and 
preaching by Jonathan Dunham; the 
congregation was serious and atten- 
tive. Thursday morning the meeting 
was addressed by Br. Oliver Granger. 
During intermission the members of the 
conference retired; (who remained or- 
ganized as at the previous conference,) 



(Brother Granger's mission was present- 
ed for consideration. *j 

The congregation assembled in the 
afternoon, and was addressed by Br. 
Green. The same serious attention, 
was manifested during the day. Fri- 
day it rained, Saturday the congrega- 
tion increased and was addressed by 
Brother Lorenzo Barnes. The mem- 
bers of the conference again retired 
tor deliberation. Jt was moved, sec- 
onded, and a unanimous vote that Br. 
Benjamin Winchester go and preach 
in Philadelphia; Samuel James preside 
over the Church in N. J. Lorenzo 
Barnes preside over the Church in 
Chester Co. Pa. and Elisha II. Davis 

assist him, 4* J- Huston preach in Bucks 
co. Pa. In the afternoon the meeting 
was addressed by Brs. Winchester and 
Davis. This day deep interest was 
manifested in the congregation, and two 
presented themselves for baptism. Sun- 
day they were baptised. A large 
congregation, of from two to three 
thousand assembled, and were address- 
ed in the morning by Br. Green and 
Br. Granger. In the afternoon Br. 
Green gave a relation of the persecu- 
tion, and sufferings of the Brethren in 
Missouri. After which, a collection of 
£30 was lifted for them. 

Monday, the Elders gave their testi- 
mony concerning the coming forth of 
the Book of Mormon, and their experi- 
mental knowledge of the work of God 
in these days. Br. Granger occupied 
the fore part of the day. and gave a 
very interesting account of his life; of 
the administration of angels, who tes- 
tified of the work of God in the world; 
a vision of the Book of Mormon, the 
means by which he was brought into 
the church, and then bore testimony to 
the restoration of the Priesl hood, and 
exhorted the people to embrace the 
truth, that they might be saved in the 

kingdom of God. 

The people listened with attention ; t 
the tears of many, and the deep anxiety 
manifested, bespoke the impressions 
making on many hearts. In the after- 
noon Bit Barnes, Br. Winchester, Br. 
Dunham and Br. Green, testified to 
the truth of the work, which they had 
received by seeing, hearing, and ex- 
perimental knowledge; such as visions, 
prophecies, revelationSjhealtng etc. The 
same state of feelings coutinued in the 
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congregation, while the spirit of God 
rested down upon some with mighty 
power- Truly it was a solemn and 
interesting time. Tuesday a large con- 
gregation assembled, Samuel James 
addressed them. In the afternoon he 
gave the testimony he had received of 
the truth of the work, exhorted the 
people, gave an invitation for baptism, 
assembled at the water and baptized 
eight; made several appointments, at 
some of which there are others to be 
baptized; these appointments have been 
fulfilled and six more were baptized; 
•and last Sunday fourteen were con- 
firmed, while solemnity, and serious- 
ness pervaded the congregation. Thus 
truth prevails; the power of the spirit 
attends the preaching the word; con- 
viction takes possession of the heart 
and leads its subjects to the door, and 
entering in, they are made to ie- 
joice in the Holy One of Israel. May 
the Lord carry on his work, until the 
nations have heard, the saints gather- 
ed home, the earth c'aensed, and the 
kingdom established for ever. Breth-! 
ren, let us be up and doing, the time is 
short, and the kingdom is at hand. 

JOHN P. GREEN, Pres't. 
Samuel James, Clerk. 

Commerce November, 1839. 

To tfie Saints scattered abroad, in 

the region westward from Kirtland 
Ohio. <.. <.': M !.-'• ,c*| , 

Beloved Brethren, feeling that it is 
our duty, as the servants of God, to in- 
struct the saints from time to time, in 
those things whbh to us appear to be 
wise and proper: therefore we freely 
give you, a few words of advice at this 
time. r i. l > T£i 

We have heard it rumoured abroad, 
that some at least, and probably many, 
are making their calculation^ to re- 
move back to Kirtland next season. 

Now brethren, this being the case, 
we advise you to abandon such an idea; 
yea we warn you, in the name of the 
.Lord, not to remove back there, unless 
you arc counseled so to do by the first 
Presidency, and the high council of 
Nauvoo. We do not wish by this to 
take your agency from you; but we 
feel to be plain, and pointed in our 
advice for we wish to do our duty, 
that your sins may ijot be found in our 
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skirts. All persons are entitled to their 
agency for God has so ordainvd it. — 
He has constituted mankind moral 
agents, and given tiicm power to chose 
good or evil; to seek after that which 
is good, by pursuing the pathway of 
holiness in this life, which brings 
peace of mind, and joy in the Holy 
Ghost here, and a iulness of joy and 
happiness at his right hand hereafter; 
or to pursue an evil course, going on 
in sin and rebellion against God, there- 
by bringing condemnation to their souls 
in this world, and an eternal loss in 
th'j world to come. Since ihe God of 
heaven has left these things optional 
with every individual, we do not wish 
to deprive them of i\ We only wish 
to act !he part of a faithful watchman, 
agreeably to the word of the Lord to 
I Ezekiel the prophet, Ezekiel 33 chap. 
,*2 3 4 5 and verses, and leave it for 
others to do as aeerseth them good.— 
Now for persons to do things, merely 
because they are advised to do them, 
and yet murmur all* the time they 
are doing them, is of no use at all; 
they might as well not do them. 

There are those who profess to be 
saints who are too apt to murmur, and 
find fault, when any advice is giv- 
en, which comes in opposition to 
their feelings, even when they, them- 
selves, ask for counsel; much more 
so when council is given unasked for, 
which does not agree whh their notion 
of things; but brethren, we hope 
for better things from the most of you; 
we trust that you desire counsel, from 
time to time, and that you will cheer- 
fully conform to it, whenever you re- 
ceive it from a proper source. 

It is very probable, that it may be 
considered wisdom for some of us, and 
perhaps others, to move back to Kirt- 
land, to attend to important business 
there: but notwithstanding that, after 
what we have written, should any be 
so unwise as to move back there, with- 
out being first counselled so to do, 
their conduct will be highly disappro- 
bated. \y t . 

Done by order and vote of the first 
Presidency and high council for the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 
j Saints, at Nauvoo Dec. 8th 1839. 

[ H. G. SHERWOOD, Clerk. 
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Proceedings of the general Confer- 
ence, held at Commerce, Hancock 
County. Illinois, on Saturday the 5th 
day of October, 1839. 

The mooting was opened bv prayer* 
by President Joseph Smith Jr. alter 
wheh he was appointed president and 
James Sloan, Clerk of the Conference,! 
by the unanimous voice of the meet 

The President then spoke at some 
length upon the situation offjie Church, 
the difficulties they ha] had to contend 
with, and the manner in which they 
had been led to this place; and wished 
to know the views of the brethren, 
whether they wished to appoint this a 
stake or not, stnt.'ng thai he believed 
it to be a good place and suited for the 
saints- 
It was tfrn unanimously agreed up- 
on, that it should be appointed a stake 



office, and Willam Smith to be con- 
tinued in his standing. 

Letters were then read respecting 
the absence of Members, from ill 
health. 

It was voted, that Harlow Redfield 
be suspended until lie can have a trial, 
and in the meantime that he should 
not act as President of a branch, or 
preach. 

Voted, that John Daley, James Da- 
ley and Alilo Andrus retain their 
station in the church. 

Voted that E ; »hraim Owen's confes- 
sion, for disobe; mg the word of wis- 
dom be accepted. 

Brothers, 

Edward Johnston WiFliam A II red, 
Benjamin Johnston, Win. B. Simmons, 
Samuel Musick, Wm W. Edwards sr. 
John S. Fu liner, VVm. H. Edwards jr. 
Jabez Lak?, Hosea Stout, 
Benjamin Jones. Thomas Rich, 



and a place of gathering for the saints 

The following oillcers were then ap- ^"P' 0 ^ 1 ^^^ 11611 fcf** 
pointed viz: Reddm Allred, Esiaias Edwards, 

George W, Gee, John Adams, 



William Marks to be President. 

Bishop Whitney, to be bishop of 
Middle Ward. 

Bishop Patridge, to be bishop of Up- 
per Ward. 

Bishop Knight to be bishop of Low- 
er Ward. 

George W. Harris, Thomas G rover, 
Samu 1 Bent, Newel Knight, 

Henry G. Sherwood. Charles C. Rich, 
David Fulmer, David Dort, 
Alpheus Cutler, Seymour Brunson, 
Wrri. Huntington, Lewis D- Wilson, 
to be high Council; who being res 
pectfuliy called opon, accepted af their 
appointment. 

It was then voted, that a branch of 
the Church beesiablished on the other 
side of the river, in Iowa Territory; 
over which Elder John Sm th was 
appointed President: 

Alanson Ripley, Bishop, and 



Asahel Smith, 
John M. Burke, 

A. Owen Smoot, 
Jiichard Howard, 

Williard Snow, 
Erastus Snow, 



David Pettegrew, 
Elijah Fordham, 
Edward Fisher, 
Elias Smith, 
John Patton, 
Stephen Chase, 



Were elected high council. 

Don C. Smith, was elected to be 
continued as President of the high 
Priesthood. 



Jesse AWnf/re, Daniel Miller, 
James Brown, Simson I. Comfort* 
Henry Miller, Graham Coltrio, 
Ai temua Johnson William Hyde, 
Joseph G. Hovey, Andrew Hen Irv, 
RobertD. Foster, Redick N. Allred, 
Fields B. Jacamey, Eli Lee, 
Zadock Bethers, Hiram W. Maxwell, 
and Thomas S. Edwards, were ap- 
pointed Elders of the church, who all 
acccp.cd of their appointment with the 
exception of Thomas S. Edwards. 

John Gaylord, was admitted inio the 
church ut>on his confession. 

Abel Casto was confirmed by the 
laying on of hands. 

The meeting then adjourned unti 
Sunday morning after which six wefe 
baptized by Joseph Smith Jr. 
Sunday morning October the 6th. 
The Conference met pursuant to ad- 
journment at 8 o'clock, A. M. 
When, 

Samuel Williams, Reuben Foot, 
Orlando D. Hovey, Junis Iiappfeyee, 
Sheffield Daniels, Albert Miner, 
David B. Smith, Kbe'r Richardsdn, 
Pleasant Ewell, William Helm, 

Were appointed Elders of the church 
and were ordained under the hands of 
Reynolds Cahooa, Seymour Brunsoa, 
Samuel Bent and Alpheus Cutler. 



uuiuuc. ui^ul aim niuirauvvuiwii 

Orson Hyde to stand in his foiracrj After some remarks from the Presi 
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tient respecting observing order an- 
decorum during conference. Elder Lv- 
Ynan Wight, spoke as to the duties od 
Priests, Teachers, tc. 

President J. Smith, Jr. then spoke 
as to appointing a Patriarch and otter 
matters connected with the well being 
of the church. Having now got 
through the business matters, the Pres-| 
Went proceeded to give instructions to 
the lilders respecting preaching the 
gospel, and pressed upon them tht; ne- 
cessity of getting the spirit, so thai 
they might preach with the Holy Ghost 
sent down iVom heaven, to be careful 
in speaking on those subjects which are 
not clearly pointed out in lha word of 
God, which lead to speculation and 
strife. 

Those person who had br>en bap- 
tized were then confirmed, and several 
children received blessings by Elders 
Bent, Cutler and Brunson. Elder Ly- 
man Wight then addressed the meet- 
ing, on the subject of raising funds by 
contribution, towards puying for the 
lands which had been contracted for, 
as a settlement for the church, after 
which contributions were received for 
that purpose. \ 

Judge Higbee, was appointed to ac- 
company Presidents J. Smith. Jr. and 
S. Rigdon, to the City of Washing- 
ton. . ; J . * % 

The meeting then adjourned until 
Monday morning. 

Monday morning October the 9th. 
Conference met pursuant to adjourn- 
ment. 

The President spoke at some length 
to the Elders, and explained many 
passages of scripture. 

Elder Lyman Whight spoke on the 
subject of the rcsurection, and other 
important subjects. When he offer- 
ed the following resolution, which pas- 
sed unanimouslv: 

Resolved, That a new edition of 
Hymn Books be printed immediately, 
and that the ons published by D. W. 
Rogers, be utterly discarded by the 
church. 

Eider Ezra Hayes was then put up- 
on trial for teaching doctrine injurious 
to the church, and for falsehoods; 
which having been proved against him 
his license was withdrawn and he re- 
quired to give satisfaction to those 
whom he had offended. 



St 



Charges havingbeen prefcrcd against 
Brother Roger?, it was agreed that the 
case be handed over to the high council. 

Asahel Perry made application to 
be received into fellowship, and was 
voted in.o his former standing. 

After having referred the business 
not gone into, to the high council; the 
president then returned thanks to the 
conference for their good attentionand 
liberality; and having blessed them in 

the name of the Lord, tho conference 
was dismissed. 

The next conference was appointed 
to be held on the Gth day of April next 

A Conference wis held at the house 
of Brother Benjamin Wilcox in Mc- 
Donough county. III. on the 2r.d day 
of June, 1R39 tor the purpose of or- 
ganizing a church. Meeting was open- 
ed by Elder Coltrin, alter which Elder 
D. C. Smith rose and after making 
known the object of the meeting 
nominated Elder Coltrin, President 
who was unanimously chosen, and 
John Vance, was appointed secretary. 
And after adjusting some small mat- 
ters of difficulties, proceeded ta appoint 
Aretes Geer, Priest, Henry Uoyt 
Teacher, and John Sagers, Deacon, 
when some three or four children were 
brought forward and bles*ed in the 
church, and after dismission one was 
baptized. This church consists of six- 
ty nine members in good standing. 

Z, COLTRIN, Prwt. 

JOHN VANCE, ClcrL 

September 1st, 2839. 
Met in conferance, at the house of 
Brother Isaac Chace in Sparta, for the 
purpose of organizing a branch of the 
church of Christ of Latter Day Saints 
in that plactj. Elder H. Kellogg was 
called to the chair, and J. F. Olney 
chosen Clerk. When Elder Ezra 
Chace was appointed to preside over 
the same, and Brother Isaac Chace was 
ordained to the office of Deacon; and 
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;w persons were euro 
bcrs. 



lied 



as mem- 



MARRIED — In this place, on th« 24th o 
Sept. bj Elder D >n C. Smith. William D 
Huntington, ti Miss Caroline CI ink. 

Also, in this plnce, on the 7ih of Ocf. bv 
Elder Dan C. Si>ith, Jam's Mote*, to Mist 
| Eliza Spencer, both of Rustmllc, IU. 
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For the Times and Seasons. 
THE SLAUGHTER ON SHOAX CREEK. 
CALDWELL COUNTY MISSOURI. 

[BT MISS ELIZA R. 6 VOW.] 

Here, in a land that freemen call their home, 
Far from the influence of papal Rome; 
Yes, in a "mild and tolerating age" 
The saints have fuAPu Lnneatu the barb'rous 



rage 



Of men inspired, by that misjudging hat?. 
Which ignorance and prejudice create; 
Ill-fated men — whose minds would hardly 
grace 

The most ferocious of the brutal race : — 
Men without hearts — else, would their bo- 
soms bleed **\ 
At the commission of so foul a deed 

As that, when they, at Shoal Creek, in Cald- 
* well. 

Upon an unresisting people fell; 

Whose only crime, was, paring TOPRcrzsg 

The eternal principles of righteousness. 

T was not enough for that unfeeling crew, 

To murder men: they shot them through 
and through ? 

Frantic with rage; they pcur'd their moulted 

lead . -i ' 

Profusely on the dying and the dead; 
For mercies claim, which heav'n delights to 
hear 

Fell dierrgarded on relentless cars ; 

Long o'er the scene, of ihat unhappy eye, 

Will the lone widow— and the orphan grieve; 

Their savage foes, with greedy av'rice firVi, 

Plundered thrirmurder'd victims, and retir'd ; 

And at the shadowy close of punincr day. 

In slaughur'd heaps, husbands and fathers 
lay ; 

There lay the dead and there the dying ones 
The air reverberating with their groans; 
Kight>s sable sadness minglitigwuh the sound 
Spread a terriffic hide ousness around; 

Ye wives and mothers; think of women then 

Left in a group of dead, and dying men. 

Her hopes were blasted— all her prospects 
riv'n 

Save one; she Ousted in the God of heav'n. 
Long, for the dead, hir widowM heart will 
crave 

A last kind office— yes, a decent grave! 

Description fails; Tho' language is too mean 
Topaint the horrors of that dreadful scene. 
Ail things are present to His searching eye, 
Whose ears are open to the ravens' cry. 



OBI TU Aft Yl; 

DIED— In this place on the 8th of July 

Zina, consort of William Huntington, need 
53 years. 

— —In this place, Sept. 22nd, Orin Rock- 
well, aged 55 years. 

In this place, Xov. 2nd, Mahew Hill- 
man, aged 46 years. 

— —In this place on the 26th of July, Ster- 
ry Fisk, aged 41 years. 

-—In this plaice, Ocr. 7th, Hrnkinh W. 
1-isk, agrd 30 years. 



In Pittsfield, Pik rt co. 1 1. September 

13th, S^as Smith, aL'ed oS years. 

Near C:;ri hr: ge, in this county, 

ahoTit the 8"h of September last, Jesse 
Robinson, pg°d 40 ye as. 

In this phce, Oct. 3d, Nancy Rigdon, 

vn d £0 years. 

In this place, Nov. 24th, Mr. A kins 

from Peoria III. ^* 
In this plrce, Nov. 6th. Rooda, con- 
sort of Hezi-kiah Fisk, awed 62 year?. 

In this place, Nov. 9ih, Hcz'kiah 

Fsk, aged 64 years; 

In this place, Nov. Uth, William Fisk, 

aged 35 years. 

In this place, Nov. 3J, James M u!hol- 
!and, aged 35 years. 

—In this p.'ac.*, Nov. 13th, Lucy Ives, 

(a widow) aged 57 years. 

In this place, July 14rh. Harriet Ma- 
ria, Daughter of Stctry and Maria P. Fisk, 
aged 8 months and 8 days. 
In this place, Nov. 26th. Dinah, daugh- 
ter of Stephen and Hannah Miikham, aged 
12 years 8 months, and 26 daye. 

In this pine-. Oct. I9ih. Hirrm, Infant 

son of Hiram and Thankful Clark, agtd 7 
weeks. 

■At Clayton on the 22nd of June last. 



Charity, consort of Ira Ames, aged 32 years. 
•At pVt*field Pike co. July 23d, Re- 



becknh. consort of M. B. WeJron. 

At Sackfts Harbor, N. Y. Oct. 16:h, 

Mary Norri*. Bgd 19 yenra. 

At Henderson, Jefferson co. N. Y. 



B — — ^ — — — — — - — — » w 

Oct. 3 J, Cyrus Bates, in the 28th year of his 
age. 

In Sparta. Livingston co. N. Y. on 

the 26th of Aug. E.izabeth, consort of Elder 
Charles Thompson. 

At Montrose, Lee co. Iowa. Infant 

child Lydia. daughter of Orson and Sally M. 
Pratt, ag:d 8 months 8 davs. 

At Q lincy. III. on the 10th day of 

May'ast, Maryett, daughter of Dimick B. 
and Fanny M. Huntingtt n, ugcd3years. 

In this place, Sept 15th, Martha, 

daogbtor of John'.D. and Harriet Parker, aged 
10 months and 10 days. 
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A HISTORY, OF THE 
PERSECUTION, OF THE CHURCH 
OF JESUS CHRIST, OF LAT- 
TER DAY SAINTS IN 
MISSOURr. 

CONTINUED. 

Saturday, Nov. 2d, it was concluded 
to try again for a peace warrant: ac- 
cordingly application wa* made to a 
magistrate by the name of Silvers, 
who resided some distance from town, 
and who had not as yet openly joined 
the mob, but he refused to grant a 
warrant, saying that if he did he iear- 
ed tha. his life would be in danger. — 
The next day four men were started 
to the circuit judge, forty miles distance, 
after considerable delay by the judge, 
they obtained warrants against a num- 
ber of individuals. When the war- 
rants arrived, it was too late to do 
any thing with them, for the whole 
county was getting up in arms, and 
the saints had as much as they could 
do to take care of themselves. But to 
return— Saturday night came on, and 
a partv of the mob went to a settlement 
ofthesiints living on Big Blue river 
about six miles west of town; they 
first tore the roof from a house, and 
injured the furniture within; they then 
divided their company into two parties, 
one went to pulling the roof from an-, 
other dwelling house, whilst the other 
party went to another and broke it 
open; they found the owner D. Ben- 
nett in bed, whom they took and bent 
unmercifully; one of the company 
drew a pistol, and swore that he would 
blow out his brains, but the ball laid 
bare his skull without fracturing it— 
thus narrowly he escaped with his life. 
A party of the saints were collected 
nearby, who hearing the disturbance 
went to the place. The mob began 
to fire upon them, and they returned 
the compliment, a few guns were dis- 
charged from both parties, but the fire 
was not general; at length a young 
man of the mob was shot in the "thigh, 
and soon after the mob dispersed for 
that night. 



Sunday, Nov. 3d. Many threatnin<*3 
were heard from the mobbers; they 
were greatly enraged, and were exert- 
ing themtelves to strengthen their par- 
ty; for as yet some of the inhabitants 
manifested friendship for the brethren* 
such told them, that they expected' 
they would all be massacred, for the 
enemy were about to get a six pounder 
and come out openly against them the 
next dav. 

Monday, Nov. 4th. A large mob 
collected at Wilson's store, about a 
mile west of Big Blue, they came to 
the Blue took the ferry boat, and 
threatened some lives; but for somo 
unknown cause, perhaps to take somo 
more whiskey, they lelt the Blue and 

returned to Wilson's store again. 

Whilst they were at the Blue threaten- 
ing the saints, word was sent to a body 
of the brethren, about five or six miles 
dis;ant to the southwest, that a large 
mob was collected, and they expected 
that they should need help; whereupon 
nineteen breihrcn staited to go and 
assist them, but before they reached 
Wilson's store, they learned that the 
mob had returned thereupon helring 
this, they proceeded no farther, but 
returned bock. The mob, by somo 
means feared that they were on the* 
road west of them; when from fifty to 
seventy of the mob took their rifles, 
mounted their horses, and went in pur- 
suit of them: after traveling about two 
miles they came in sight of them, when 
they all fled into the cornfields and 
woods; some went immediately to the 
body, and informed their brethren, of 
what they had seen. About thirty 
of the saints, (rncstly those who had 
lived in the settlement, where the mob 
then was, some of whom had had their 
houses unroofed, but a short time be- 
fore,) took their arms, and started as 
soon as possible to meet the mob. — 
Meantime the mob turned their horse* 
into cornfields, of the saints, and then 
hunted for them who had fled; they 
went to C. Whitmers a lame brother, 
who had not left his home, and point- 
ed their guns at him, and threatened 
his life, provided he did not tell them 
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where his brethren had (led to. Tfcey 
also threatened women and children. 
In this manner they spent their time 
for about an hour, when about sun- 
down a company, of thirty brethren, 
march'.' ' up, ana as soon as they came 
near enough, the mob fired upon them, 
amj'ihey "immediately fired back; after 
a round or two, the mob retreated and 
left the ground; they were followed a 
short distance, but not far. 

Two of the mob, and a number of 
horses were killed, and some five or 
six wounded. The mob were so fright- 
ened, that they left their dead on the 
ground over night. The saints had 
four or five wounded, one by the name 
of Barber mortally, who died the next 
day. P. Dibble was wounded, in the 
bowels by the first gun fired. 

The same dav at Independence, A. 
S. Gilbert, L Moriey, J. Corrill, and 
Wm. E. McLclin were taken for as- 
sault and battery, and false imprison- 
ment by McCarty, whom they had ta- 
ken the Friday night previous. And 
although they could not get a warrant 
for him, lor breaking the store, yet he 
had obtained one for them, for catching 
him at it. 

They were prisoners in the court 
house, on trial, when news of the bat- 
tle reached town. It was slated, that 
the Mormons had killed twenty of the 
mob> aud had gone to Wilson's and 
shot his son. In a moment as it were, 
all was confusion in the house. The 
majority were for massacrcing the 
prisoners forthwith; but a few, more 
human than the rest, were not willing 
to see prisoners murdered, while in open 
court, they advised them to go to jail 
to save their lives; this they did, and 
were hurried, but with difficulty pro- 
tected by those few friends, to the jail; 
where they felt happy to be locked in. 
They were visited by some influential 
men^ v ho told them that the mob had 
now become desperate, and that the 
whole county had become enraged, and 
nothing would stop them from massa- 
crcing the whole society, but to leave 
the county forthwith. About midnight 
the sheriff, with two other men, went 
with Moriey, Corrill and Gilbert to vis- 
it their brethren who were collected 
near town. A short consultation was 
held with some of them, when it was 
agreed that they would leave the coun- 



ty immediately, and use their influence 
with their brethren, to have the m go 
also. These were times which tried 
; men*s souls; to stay where they were 
was death, and to undertake to remove 
so large a body at once, there being 
about ten or twelve hundred of them, 
looked like destruction of much proper- 
ty, if not of lives. It seemed, however 
to be the only alternative; and proper- 
ty at that time was no object. If they 
could but ootain sufficient to live upon, 
thev chose rather to wander off into 
some lonely w ilderness, oreven descent 
where they could enjoy peace, than to 
stay where they were, even if they 
could, and be continually harrasscd as 
they had been for a few months past. 
But to return to the thread of our sto- 
ry, the party in returning back to jail, 
were met at the jail, by a company of 
mobbers who were disposed to kill the 
prisoners in spite of the sheriff and his 
assistants; Moriey and Corrill seeing 
their danger, broke and run, but were 
fired at; Gilbert had two guns snapped 
at him, one of which flashed in the pan; 
he was then knocked down, but not in- 
jured so but that with the help of the 
shenlV and his assistants he soon got 
into the jail, where he felt himself 
measurably safe. Early next morning 
the prisoners were discharged. It was 
afterwards acknowledged by the ene- 
my that they had intended to have ta- 
ken the leading men for some pretend- 
ed crime, a few at a time untrl they 
got them all, ahd shut them up in pris- 
on; and then to have fallen upon the 
rest and drove them out of the county 
and then sent the leaders after them. 

The saints were such abominable 
characters, doing so many wicked 
things which the law could not reach, 
that they had become very obnoxious, 
to the good people of Jackson county, 
who were so pious, so moral and so 
loyal to the constitution and laws of 
our country, that they would not live 
with them, but must thrust them out: 
Whereas, if any, even the most aban- 
doned amongsfthe saints would leave 
the Church, deny the faith take a 
good dram of whiskey, swear aud 
blaspheme the name of God roundly, 
they could be permitted to stay, they 
were hail fellows well met. They 
made the offer themselves, that if any 
would denv the foith and leave the 
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church, they might stay and be pro- 
tected there? and a number tried the 
experiment with success; and it is be- 
Jicvcd that some few of them are living 
there in peace, to this day. 

Wo will return again to the night 
of the battle. The mob sent their run- 
ners over the zounty, to stir up the feel- 
ings o{ the people, by misrepresenting 



1 should be safely protected, whilst re- 
moving out of the county; otherwise 
there was no peace for them. They 
reluctantly consented to these proposi- 
tions, and were it not for fear of re- 
sisting the authorities of ihe country, 
they would sooner have shed their blood 
ID the defence of their rights, and the 
liberty of their country, than to have 



*-j ( • I- — — r — 

the doings of the saints, so as to have 'submitted to such oppression. Howev- 
er the arms were given up, amounting 
to fifty one guns, one sword and one 
pistol. And a number of those who 
were in the battle, gave themselves 
up as prisoners. The saints then made 
all possible exertions to leave the coun- 
ty. After detaining the prisoners a duy 
fli.nd a night, and pretending to try them 
lor murder; and also threatening and 
brick batting them, Col. Pitcher took 
them into a cornfield, so that their lives 



them all turnout, and exterminate them 
at once. The people took their arms 
and started for Independence* as last 
as they possibly could, so that early the 
nest morning there were hundreds 
there ready for war. Col. Pitcher pre- 
tended to call out the militia, as he said 
to quell the mob, and make peace be- 
tween the parlies; but the fact is he 
put himself, or was put, some said by 
L. W. Hoggs, then lieutenant Gov., at 



the head of the mob, *or the purpose of jj would not be in danger, from his pre- 
making a show of legality for what 'tended militia; and after taking a 

watch from one of them for costs, ho 
being the constable, said to them 
"clear." Col. Pitcher promised to give 
back the brethren's arms, whenever 
they left the county, this he afterwards 
refused to do; Whereupon the Gover- 
nor's order was twice obtained for them 



they did. 

We must now return again to the 
vening after the battle, and bring up 
another item. The body of saints 
*ar Independence, learning ia the 
vening, that the brethren were shut 
up in the jail, and as they supposed for 



the purpose of being put to death, sent ] but he would not obev it, neither 



word immediately to Br. L. Wight, 
(who lived about six miles off*,) of their 
situation, and requested help. Colonel 



have they ever been paid for. The 
saints concluded to move south, into 
Van Buren countv, which was cou- 



Wight collected together a hundred or .'.sented to by a number of the leading 
more of the saints, who were but poor- 1[ men. But before night word was sent 
Iy armed, some having no weapons, | to them that they might go north and 
but clubs, and in the morning marched;) east, hut south and west they must not 
them on the road towards Independence 
expecting to stop at the camp of thf: 
saints, near town; but hearing of the 
release of the prisoners, and of the 
agreement of the brethren to leave 
the county forthwith; and also that the 
militia were called out at Independence 
to make peace, before he had reached! 



go, if they did, they would meet with 
trouble. • fS , '' s ' :; ' •'I©* 

Wednesday, Nov. <3, the urns having 
been taken from the saipts;the mob now 
felt safe, and we've rio longer militia, 
they formed themselves ihtijeompanies, 
and went forth on harse-Back armed, 
to harrass the saints, and take all the 
the brethren's settlement, he turned Harms they could find. Two of these 
aside his men into the woods, con- 1 companies were headed by baptist 

preachers. The Rev Isaac McCoy* 



eluding to disperse soon and go home. 
News flew to town, that Wight with a 
company of his brethren, were march- 



headed one about seventy, the other 
priest' company, whose name is not 



ing towards that place; this so enra<?- ! n0 w recollected, contained from thirty 
ed Col. Pitcher, and his pretended mil-ijto fortv. Thev went forth through 
ltia, that he demanded that Wight and . the different settlements of the saints, 
his company should give up their arms; "threatening them with death, and diB- 
and also those men who were in thejitructiou if thev were notoff immediate- 



battle tho night before, should be given 
up, to be tried for murder; saying that 
if they would do those things, they 



iy. They broke open houses, and 
plundered them; where they found them 
shut, an-i the owners gone. As it hap- 
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pencd the men were mostly gone from 
heme that day; making anangemcnts 
for getting away. The mob that day 
stripped some of the saints of their 
arms, even to penknives; some they 
whipped; they shot at some and others 
they hunted after; is they said to kill 

them. 

Mobs, well lined with whiskey, as 
these were, looking and acting worse 
than savages, were well calculated lo 
frighten women and children; which 
they effectually did in some cases.— 
One settlement were so frightened, that 
a party of from 130 to 150, women 
and children, with only six men to pro- 
tect them, not wailing the return of 
their husbands and fathers, left their 
homes forthwith on foot, without taking 
auy of their things, and wandered ofi 
south, upon ibt* prairie a numl.er of 
c'avs under the broad canopy of heav- 
en, not knowing which way the church 
was intending to go. The stubs of the 
newly burnt grass, and weeds, were so 
hard that they cut the feet of the chil- 
dren, who had no shoes, so thai many of 
them became very sore, and bled pro- 
fusely. Other companies fled towards 
the Missouri river; and in a short time 
the most of the church, were under way 
for Clay county; some few went east, 
and others south. Affer some of the 
head men had left, and the saints were 
generally getting under way, the mob 
in a measure ceased to harrass them. 
The people of Clay county received the 
saints, with as much hospitality as 
could be expected. The losses and sa- 
crifices of the saints, were very great 
in the destruction of crops, furniture, 
clothing* <$-c. and also in the loss of 
Stocki Grain and many other things, 
would hardly bear transport ion across 
the river; consequently much was left 
behind, that otherwise might have been 

got away. 

After it was thought that the mob 
spirit had died away, some few families 
moved back from Van Buren county 
to their former homes in Jackson; 
where what they had for the sustain- 
ance of themselves, and their stock 
was. 

They had not long been back, be- 
fore a mob party visited them in the 
night; and took some of the men and 
beat them with chairs and clubs, till 
life was nearly extinct, and then left 



them for dead; one by the name of 
Leonard, was a long time recovering; 
indeed he has never fully recovered 
from that beating. 

There were four aged families in 
Jackson, who had not left their homes, 
whose age, infirmities and penury 
seemed to say, you may tarry until 
the spring open*; but neither age nor 
infirmities, would protect a saint iu ' 
Jackson county. These veterans, the 
youngest of ihe four being 94 years 
of age, were as-ailed by a mob party, 
who broke in their doors and windows, 
hurling large stones into their houses, 
whereby, some of their lives were 
greatly endangered; and thus tht;y 
were driven from their homes, in the 
n inter season. Some of these men 
have toiled and bled, in the defence of 
their country; one of them (Mr. Jones,) 
served as life guard io General Wash- 
ington in the revolutionary war. 



COMMUNICATIONS. 
Messrs, 

Editors, of the times and 
seasons, For the benefit of the church, 
and the public in general, please give 
the following an insertion in your val- 
uable periodical. 

In consequence of being deeply in- 
volved with others of my brethren, in 
establishing and locating a place for 
the saints, I have not availed myself 
of the opportunity of lay i i g before the 
public, the principal cause of the cal- 
amities which bursted upon the saints 
in Far West. I shall not attempt at 
this time to give a historv of the suf- 
ferings of the saints for it would re- 
quire a volume. But as the inquiry is of* 
ten made, and the cause of the impris- 
onment of the leaders of th* church fre- 
quently called for; it becomes my duty 
as a member of the church, to state to 
the public, that not only traitorism, but 
treachery, cowardice, and perjury, G. 
M. Hinkle and other apostates together 
with a predetermined resolution of the 
mob, and land pirates of the upper 
Missouri, are the leading items, and 
most prominent features of a 1 1 the 
amities which bursted upon the saints 
in Far West, and also the cause of 
the imprisonment of the leaders of the 
church. 

In the first place, I will endeavor 
to exhibit to the understanding ofthd 
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public the conduct of G. M. Hinklea 
commander of the mililia, in Caldwell 
county, and known as a preacher in 
Unchurch for years: he commanded 
the militia in Caldwell co. until he be- 
trayed the leaders of the church into 
the hands of the mob. Mr. Corrill calls 
lem militia, hut if the stealing of cat- 
tle, horsts, hogs; burning waggons, 
and carrying off all kinds of property; 
warrants them that appellation 1 have 
no objection, I appeal to the public to 
name them. 

And after G. M. Minkle and others 
had agreed to deliver up the lenders, 
and give up arms, #c. they declared 
that they (the leaders of the church) 
must be immediately shot, fur Un- 
delivered them up on no other condi- 
tions; fearing tint their traitorism and 
cowardice might be more fully expos- 
ed. 

The mob then forced them immedi- 
ately into their camp, and the treat- 
ment that they received there, would 
make the blood thirsty savage of the 
wilderness blush, or the wandering 
Arab hide his face for shame. They 
then held whit they termed a court 
martial over them, and they were con- 
demned to be shot; but fortune favors 
the innocent, the God of Israel was 
there and prowled them; so that they 
did not carry their murderous purposes 
into execution, lor they began to see 
that it wnscold bloo.Jed murder, and that 

Uncle Sam would inquire into th-j af- 
fair. 

There were seventeen officers who 
composed this court martial, and twelve 
out of seventeen con.enttd :o the diaih 
of these men, but thank God there 
was viitue enough in the minority, to 
overrule the infamy of the majority, 
therefore their lives were spared. 

Tr.vy the a manufactured a plan to 
cast them into prison, tl.ey therefore 
appealed to ciiil authority as they 
termed i:; but jf the court over which 
Austin A. King presided was civil au- 
thority, may the Lord deliver me from 
uncivil au:hority f for if a man did not 
testify as he or Birch, the states At- 
torney taught him, he was thrust into 
prison and totally deprived of his testi- 
mony. 

However, they were taken before 
Austin King, a Judge of the fifth Judi- 
cial circuit of the State of Missouri for 



trial, and the testimony of Hinkle and 
other apostates was called for, and if 
the testimony of these men could be 
exhibited to the public as it was re- 
cordeJ by the court, they would then 
be convinced that it would puzzle any 
t i.ig else but a Missouri lawyer to ar- 
range such non>eu;e as was sworn to 
by Hinkle and others, so as to make 
it a sufficient tool to commit free citi- 
zens of thj United States to jail, for 
the testimony from beginning to end 
was known to be as black as the aco 
of spades, and as false as the tales of 
Valentine and Orson. 

A. RIPLEY. 



Extract from a letter written by E. 

Partridge, to his brother Samuel, but for 
certain reasons was never sent. 

Quincy, Adams co. ///. May 26, 1639. 

Since I saw you I have passed through 
some trying scenes; but all the per- 
secution that is heaped upon us, only 
goes to prove that we are not of the 
world. The Saviour said to his dis- 
ciples, "if ye were of the world, the 
world would love his own." When 1 
look at the 1 1th chap, of Hebrews, 
and then see what the anei-nt saints 
had to endure, that they migh: obiain 
a bettor resurrection; and when 1 read 
in the Revelations of John, 7th ch.*p. of 
a great company arrayed in white robea 
whom he saw before the throne of Gcd„ 
serving him day ai.d night, who had 
come up through great tribulation; I 
say in my heart, bow many in this age 
of the world, will be among the num* 
berf Who, among all ijtt profettori 
of religion throughout Christendom 
exce pt Latter day ba ; nrs, can say that 
!hey have had to pass through great 
tnbulatii.n? Let them compure their 
sufferings with the ancients, who 
were tori u red, were stoned, were swn 
asunder, were tempted, were slain 
with the sword; who wandered about 
ip sheep skins and goat sk.ns; bcirig 
dcstituie, afflicted and tormented: (of 
whom the world was not worthy:) 
Who wandered in deserts, and moun- 
tains, and dens, and caves of the earth, 
and not more than one in a hundred 
can (in righteousness) say that they 
have. Well if this is a fact, and who 
will attempt to deny it? is not tho re- 
U figious world deceived or deceiving 
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themselves? Sorely they will not form 
a part of that company who came up 
through great tribulation. 

Perhaps you may think that I am 
mistaken, and that in consequence of j 
milder government, persecution has 
measurably ceased; and that now it is 
not necessary to pass through great 
tribulation, to be a part of that num* 
ber. Paul's words are, All that will 
live Godiy in Christ Jesus shall suffer 
.persecution. And I am confident that 
the same cause will produce the s-ime 
effect; and that the pure religion of Je- 
sus Christ will be followed by perse- 
cution. Let us examine Paul's words 
closely, All that will live Godly in 
Christ Jesus, not out of Christ Jesus, 
shall suffer persecution. Paul does 
not say all or any, who live Godly out 
of Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution. 
And I consider that there is a great dif- 
ference between in and out. 

Perhaps you may ask is there any 
who live Godly, out of Christ Jesus? 
I answer yes, measurably so at least; 
there are honorable men who never 
make a profession of religion, or are 
baptized, who are exemplary men, 
who love the principles of truth and 
righteousness, justice and mercy, and 
who are truly ornaments to society. — 
They are Godlike, or m other words 
live Godly lives, but never put on 
Christ, because their minds are blinded 
by the craftiness of men. Perhaps 
vou may ask who are in Christ Jesus? 
1 will let Paul answer the question. In 
writing to his Galatian brethren, 3d 
chap, he says, "Ye are all the cHil- 
dreii of God by faith in Christ Jesus. — 
For as many of you as have been bap- 
tized ifUo Christ have put. on Christ. 
There is neither Jew nor Greek, there 
is neither bond nor free, there is nei- 
ther male nor female: for ye are all 
one in Christ Jesus. And if ve be 
Christ's then ye are Abrahams seed and 
heirs jiccor cling to the promise," Per- 
haps you may say that the most of the 
religious world have been baptized into 
Christ. If so. I ask by whom, and by 
what authority? If you answer by the 
ministers or priests of the dilferent per- 
suasions, and that they have their au- 
thority from God. 



I then ask when and where did they; 
get their authority from God? , Not j 
direct of course, for thoy deny that any 1 



have received revelations since the 
days of the apostles, and there is none 
that cau trace their authority bick 'to 
the apostles, without going through the 
church of Koine, therefore their au- 
thority is no better than the Pope's. — 
It appears to me to be a fact, clear as 
the sun at noon day, that it became 
absolutely necessary that God should 
again reveal himself to man and confer 
authority upon some one, or more, be- 
fore his church could be built up in the 
I tst days, or at any time after the 
a post a cy. 

The authority of the priesthood is a 
subject that I did not look into, until 
sometime after 1 was convinced that 
'here was not a true church, according 
| to th^ Bible, among ail the churches of 
my acquain T ance. And when 1 dis- 
covered that they were all without au- 
thority from God, I was doubly con- 
firmed in my opinion. 

The church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter day Saints believes that God has 
revealed himself, through Jesus Christ 
to man again, and conferred the Priest- 
hood or authority, upon his servants in 
this age, as in ancient days. And for 
this faith we are persecuted; and this 
we expect. Yet, still we are determin- 
ed to live Godly in Christ Jesus, perse- 
cution or no persecution, tribulation or 
no tribulation, because we greatly de- 
sire to inherit a celestial glory: Yea 
sve count all earthly pleasures but 
dross .when compared with that glory 
which is to be revealed, which eye lias 
not seen, nor ear heard, neither enter- 
ed into the heari of man to conceive of, 
which is laid up for those who love and 
serve God with full purpose of heart- 
Celestial glory is what we are seeking 
after, and to obtain it we are willing 
to suffer some afflictions, for we believe 
that it cannot be obtained by us upon 
any other principle. But if you, or 
any other person can attain to a celes- 
tial glory, without being persecuted, or 
parsing through great tribulation; I 
have no objection: but 1 fear that those 
who take the smooth road, will find in 
the end of this life, that it leads to an- 
other place. It appears to me to be a 
law of heaven, that the seed of Abra- 
ham should have their faith tried, sim- 
ilar to what his was; because 1 believe, 
that God is a reasonable being, and 
would not require more of Abraham, 
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according to his abilities, than he would 
require of others, who were to inherit 
the same glory. Tho Lord has said of 
his children in our day, "They mu^i 
needs be chastened, and tried, even at 
Abraham, who was commanded to of- 
fer up his only son; for all those who 
will not endure chastening, bu: den v me. ' 
cannot be sanctified/' And this agrees 
with the Bible, Heb. 2nd chap, 10tb 

terse. ''For it became him for whom; 
are all things, and by whom are all 

things, in bringing many sons uniu 
glory, to make toe captain of their 
salvation perfect through sufferings.— 
•'For both he that sanctifieth and 
they who arc sanctified are all one.** 
Also the 5th chap. 8 and 9th verses, 
"Though he were a son, yet he learn- 
ed obedience by the things which he 
suffered; and being made perfect, he 
became the author of eternal salvation 
unto all them that obey him.'' Also, 
from the 19th chap., 11 My 800 despise 
not thou the chastening of the Lord, 
nor faint when thou art rebuked of him. 
For whom the Lord loveth he chasten- 
eth, God dealeth with you as with sons; 
for what son is he whom the father 
chasteneth not? But if ye be without 
chastisement whereof all are partakers, 
then are ye bastards and not sons." — 
Admitting that the apostle has told us 
the truth in the above extract, I ask 
what portion of the religious world, at 
tho present day arc entitled to the ap- 
pellation of sons? And also what pro- 
portion must come under the head of 
bastards? 1 would a-so ask, do bastards 
become heirs; or arc they not goner- 
ally despised and cast off? These ques- 
tions I leave you to answer for yourself. 

But for one I am free to say, I am 
convinced that a great majority of tiie 
professors of religion are not sons of 
God, nor heirs of a celestial glory, but 
are bastards & as such will receive their 



Oh! that those chains of tradition 
and superstition, that bind so many of 
the human family, might be broken, 
alid their minds set at liberty; that 
they may expand as broad as eternity, 
and as high as the throne of God; that 
they may increase in wisdom and 
knowledge, until they can comprehend 
the vast creations of God: even until 
they can see as they are seen, and 
know as they are known. 



reward whether it be good or evil. I 
do not say tiiis because, 1 wish to hurt 
any person's feelings, but rather that I 
might stimulate my feliow traveler* to 
eternity, to examine the subject mom 
fully tiian they have heretofore. I 
feel sorry for them, and pity them, be- 
cause I believe many of them are lion- 
est, and verily think that they are sons 
and heirs of God, but arc blinded by j 
the cunning craftiness of men, and the 
traditions of their fathers. 



Detroit City, Sept. IS, 1?39. ** 

TO THS PUBLISHERS Of THE 
" TIMES AND SEASONS. " 

il C \ '■ I hereby 

transmit to you a short account of my 
labours in the State of Michigan this 
season; myself in conjunction with 
other elders have preached much in 
parts of Wayne, Washtenaw, Lena- 
wee, Oakland and Lapeer counties, I 
have been present and assisted in or- 
daining proper ollicers, an! organizing 
thereby the following branches; viz: 
one at Macon, Lenawee County, two in 
Wayne County, in the towns of Livonia 
and Van Buren and one in Lapeer, 
Lapeer county, the branches now con- 
tain about GO members among whom 
we have ordained 5 elders. -1 priests, I 
have laboured for the most part with 
Elder A. Blanchard and may God bless 
our testimony unto those who have 
heard and not as yet obeyed, may it bo 
found to have produced fruit after 
many days. Man being by ftature al- 
ways the same, and we having exam- 
ples of what hath been done in times 
past, may calculate nn the present, and 
future; therefore while a few have be- 
lieved the gospel, loved God and obeyed 
him, many have bettered, loved "the 
world and neglected so great a salva- 
tion, and perhaps may stand stili, for 
'fear the work of God will come to 
j naught, till (ha angel of death shall 
seal them his. jT- ' 

And many have disbelieved the gos- 
p •! altogether; some few in Plymouth 
Wayne county, go s:> far a* to disturb 
public worship, with drums, fifes, 
horns, bells, ridiculous gestures and 
horrid yells, and some of them too. pro- 
fessing Godliness, and others whose 
parents profess to bnng up their sorts 
in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord, and have them initiated in thejr 
infancy. In Lapeer village, some went 
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so far as to fill a house in time of wor- 
ship with tobacco smoke and also, that 
of powder by firing fire crackers in the 
house, also saluting the house outward- 
ly with a gun; there were two magis- 
trates and one constable present, cfii- 
cers, sworn to keep the peace who 
looked quietly on, and said nothing to 
the rabble, and 1 learn that at least one 
if not both of the magistrates assisted 
in disturbing the public and the harmo- 
ny of the worship of God: "the Lord re- 
ward them according to their works." 
The following Sabbath I had the privi- 
of leading three into the waters of 
baptism, may the Lord bless them and 
preserve them for his kingdom. 

I am now on my way home hav- 
ing been absent between four and five 
months. STEPHEN POST. 



A copy of a letter dated, Iowa Ter- 
ritory, Jan. 4, 1S40. 

Sir. — You informed me that a com- 
mittee of Mormons are about to apply 
to Congress of the United States, for 
an investigation oa the cause of their 
expulsion from the State of Missouri, 
and to ask of the general Government 
remuneration for the losses sustained bv 

hp 

them inconsequence of such expulsion, 
and ask of me to stale my opinion of 
the character and general conduct of 
these people while they resided in the 
State of Ohio: and also the conduct 
and general report of those who have 
settled in the Territory of Iowa, since 
their expulsion from the State of Mo. 

In compliance with your request, 1 
will state that I have had but little 
personal acquaintance with them: i 
know that there was a community of 
them in the north part of the State of 
Ohio, and while I resided in the State, 
they were generally considered an in- 
dustrious, inoffensive people; and I 
have no recollection of ever having 
heard* in that State of their being 
charged with violating the laws of the 
country. 

Since their expulsion from Missouri 
n portion of them, about one hundred 
families, have settled in Lee county, 
Iowa Territory, and are generally con- 
sidered industrious, inollensivc and 
worthy citizens. 

Very respectfully yours, 

ROBERT LUCAS; 
A. Ill PLY. Gov. oflowaTer. 



COMMERCE, ILL. JAN. 1840. 



NEW YEARS ADDRESS. 

We have arrived at the close of an- 
other year. Yes, 1S39 has passed 
away and gone. And since its com- 
mencement, thousands of our fellow 
mortals lnve gone to try the realities 
of another world, vet we are spired: 
an 1 wo have abundant reason to thank 
the God who made us, and who has 
upheld us to the present time, for tho 
mercies aud blessings which he has 
bestowed npon us, unworthy creatures 
as we are. 

In taking a retrospective view of the 
past, we see many things, respecting 
ourselves, which we could wish had 
been otherwise; but still for the most 
part, we have kept a conscience void of 
offence towards God and man. 

Our brethren, the saints, have had 
to pass through much affliction, and 
sorrow the past year: thousands of 
them have had to leave a goodly land, 
a healthy land, and a pleasmt land; 
(yea a land which they had bought, 
land had paid for; and had also made 
for themselves comfortable homes, up- 
on the same; that we say they had to 
leave. Yes and in the cold and dreary 
months of winter too; being subjected 
to many privations, whilst journeying 
hundreds of miles, in that inclement 
season of the year. And we have no 
doubt, but that many have been brought 
to an untimely grave, and that hun- 
dreds of others have experienced more 
or less sickness, in consequence of the 
privations, troubles and hardships which 
I they have had to endure. Which pri- 
vations were brought upon them, by 
the barbarous conduct of a jealous, un- 
feeling, and hard-hearted people: whom 
the saints never injured, neither had 
they any desire so to do, provided they 
could have been left, to enjoy their own 
fireside in peace. But notwithstand- 
ing the great persecution of the saints, 
still the work rolls on, and many are 
embracing it for the truth's s;ike; whicH 
shows that the cause of God will pre* 
vail, in spite of men or devils. 

But the year is past and gono,aod 
the earth continues to rol! on iu axis 
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as usual; and the great mass of 
mankind pass down the stream of time, 
as thoughtless and as giddy, as though 
they were certain that there was no 
God, no eternity, no heaven or hell, 
and no happiness or misery beyond 
this life. They have no time tor re- 
flection; snd they are so engaged in 
business, their minds so engrossed with 
the cares of this life, the obtaining o\ 
riches and honors, that they do not re- 
alize, that time is passing swiftly away, 
and soon will hurry them oft* the stage 
of action, to make room for others, 
perhaps as thoughtless and careless as 
they. There are many, no doubt, even 
among this class, who parti illy believe 
in God, and divine things, who have 
such an imperfect idea, of the charac- 
ter of the great Jehovah; and such an 
undue attachment, to the perishable 
things of time and sense, that they 
think it a hardship to serve him while 
in youth or middle age, but who think 
that they will attend to that, when old 
age arrives, and the world has no more 
allurements for them. Yet did thev 

0 

but realize, that God was the most 
lovely, of all things which exist, wheth- 
er animate or inanimate, they would 
see the propriety of that command 
which says, ••Thou shall love the Lord, 
thy God with all thy soul, might mind 
and strength." They would not put pfl 
the service of God, but would With the 
Psalmist say. Now is the accepted 
time, and, now is the day of suivution. 
And as one of old said, would say. — 
As for me, and my house, we will 
serve the Lord. 

In looking back, over the past year, 
we see that the world of mankind ap- 
pear to grow worse and worse, wick- 
eder and wickeder. They seem to be 
determined, more than ever before, to 
build themselves up in wealth, and 
fame, upon the ruin of each other. — 
Steam Boats and rail-road cars are 
caused to strive, to outvie others in 
speed, that they may obtain advantage | 
over them, whilst thousands of lives are 
endangered theyeby,and accident upon] 
accident are happening in consequence 
thereof. Flatteries and deceptions, of 
almost every kind, are practised; by 
many at the presen- day, to gain a fa- 
vorite object. Tho mind and ingenuity 



reach, and defraud, the honest and 

unsuspecting; and when it cannot be 
done legally, there are not wanting 
men, who wiil resort to illegal meaua, 
to accomplish their end. 

We &e^ that men, still continue to 
get intoxicated, notwithstanding all the 
exertions made tJ reform them: and 
lying is so common, that at present, it 
is hardly considered a vice. The de- 
pravity of the hum-in heart may be 
seen in looking over the coiumns of 
i he newspapers of the day; for we 
there discover thai all manner of crimes 
are practised tj a very great extent, 
.t seems a* though they had inci eased 
beyond a parallel, fur a few years 
p ist. Swindling, pilfering, counterfeit- 
ing, robbing; burglary, ar»on,and mur- 
der are committed wit h the greatest bold- 
ness and have increased to an alarming 
degree, within a few years, especially in 
the cities. No man who travels alono 
leek safe at the present day, who has 
much money about his person. How 
often travelers are robted of pocket 
books, trunks, &c. And nnny a man 
has been murdered, even within the 
past year, ior his money; and in some 
cases for paltry sum*. The merchant 
[finds it very difficult to so guard his 
store, that his goods will not ircquently 
be taken by BOilie arch fiend iu human 
form; and no property of value is safe 
except strongly secured by bars and 

bo!ts. Formerly in this country, these 
things were nol so; the great body of 
the people were honest, and iniquity 
had to hide its head. And now ac- 
cording to the present ratio in morals* 
we would ask, how long wiil it take 
the sectarian world to bring about the 
Millenium, upon the principles which 
they go upon, of converting and ma- 
king saints, or christian* of all the in* 
habitants of the earth? contrary to the 
plain declarations of scripture. And 
here let us quote three or four tesiimo* 
pies to prove our assertion. And first, ' 
'•Behold the day of the Lord cometh, 
cruel both with wrath and lierce anger 
to lay the land desolate; and he shall 
destroy the sinners thereof out of it." 
Isaiah XIII. 9. Again, "The earth also 
is deliled under the inhabitants thereof; 
because they have transgressed the 
laws, changed the ordinance, broken tho 



of man is constantly on the stretch, to everlasting covenant. Therefore hath 
i»vent ways legally to injure, over- H the curie devoured the earth, and they 
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that dwell therein are desolate: there- 
fore the inhabitants of the earth are 
burned, and few men left." Isaiah 
XXIV, 5 and G, and again, "And to 
you who are troubled, rest with us, 
when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed 
from heaven with his mighty angels, in 
flaming fire taking Vengeance on tliem 
that know not God, and obey not the 
gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ-" 2nd 
Thess. ]; 7 and 8, and also Paslrns 
XXXVII, 8, 9 10 and II verses, "cease 
from anger, and forsake wrath: fret 
not Ihyseff in anv wise to do evil. — 
For evil doers shallbe cut olf; but those 
that wait upon the Lord, they shall in- 
herit the earth. For yet a little while 
and the wicked shall not be: yea, thou 
shah dilligently consider his place, and 
it shall not be. But the meek shall 
inherit the earth; and shall delight 
themselves in the abundance of peace" 
Let these passages of scripture suffice 
for the present on the subject of the 
Millenium. 

Eighteen hundred fortv has arrived, 
and we wish mankind generally, but 
more particularly our friends, and pat- 
rons, a year of happiness; but of this 
we have no assurances to offer them. 
We will not pretend to predict, whnt 
lies in the bosom of futurity^ to be un- 
folded the present year, further than 
that we have no doubt, bat what there 
will be many births, many marriages, 
and many deaths. Many, no doubt will 
be called to lav down this tenement of 
clay, who will not have made that 
preparation before hand, for which 
they, when near their departure, will 
wish they had done: and probably they 
will raise their warning voice, entreat- 
ing others not to be so foolish as they 
have been; which warning will, no 
doubt soon be forgotten by the heedless 
and unreflecting. 

We have no doubt, but what wick- 
edness will continue to increase in the 
land; and the times grow more and 
more perilous; for Paul has given us 
to understand, "that in the last days 
perilous times shall come, ?? and then 
he gives his reasons why they will be 
so. 2nd Tim. Ill, 5 first verses. 

And if ice have not arrived at the 
verije of the last davs, we think from 
the signs of the times, that we are 
very fast progressing towards them: 
and yet, notwithstanding the clear- 



ness which the sacred writers have 
pointed them out; we have every rea- 
son to fear that they will roll on una- 
wares, and unperceived by the great 
mass of the people as did the flood in 
the days of Noah, until they will call 
to the rocks, and the mountains, to 
fall upon them, and hide them from 
t he face of him who sitteth upon the 
throne; and from the wrath of the 
Lamb; for the gr^ai day of his wrath 
is come, and who shall be able to stand; 
Rev, VI, 16 and 17. 

We feel to continue to warn our fel- 
low travellers to eternity generally, 
especially our brethren, to shun the 
paths of vice, and cleave to the rod of 
iron, which is the word of God; and 
pursue the path of righteousness, pro- 
gressing in holiness from day to day, 
that we may become perfected in Chn$t 
Jesus, and prepared for every good 
word and work. Then let come what 
will, prosperity or adversity, peace or 
persecution. liberty or bonds, life or 
death, all will be well with us, for we 
shall have a conscience void of of- 
fence, which will enable us to meet any 
or all of these things with composure, 
and resignation; and even with rejoic- 
ing, being buoyed up in every time 
of need, with the Spirit of the' living 
God; which will soothe our woes, sof- 
ten our afflictions, and cause us to re- 
joice in the times of our greatest cal- 
amity and deepest distress. 



We have received a copy of the 
history of the late persecution in Mis- 
souri, written by P. P. Pratt, while im- 
prisoned in that State; published at 
Detroit, Michigan. It contains 84 pa- 
ges written in a concise and compre- 
hensive manner; beginning with the 
outrages of Jackson county, he ex- 
hibits the most conspicuous characters* 
in their unhallowed conduct from thn 
time, until the whole society of the 
saints were driven from the Slate. It 
contains an account of his miraculous 
escape from prison, also the escape of 
Elder Morris Phelps, at the same time. 
We could snv much in favor of the 
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style and boldness of the writer, but 
this is not our object; the plain' un- 
varnished statement of facts, which can 
be demonstrated by thousand*; is what 
pleases us, though it's but a small 
pamphlet, yet we would that all ears 
were made to hear it, and that every 
true Republican would awake from 
the dumber that has so long pervaded 
this Republic, and no longer suffer in- 
nocence to groan under the lash of 

murderers and tyrants, and would raise 
the standard of "equal rights," and 

bring to condign punishment, those that 

have trampled With impunity upon our 

wholsome constitution, and made laws 

and Justice a mere by-word. 



! s obvious, for fair arguments, Sf every 
other means had failed to put down 
the truth, and this was the last resort; 
this having failed, we think that both 
| priests and people will hereafter sit in 
silence upon this subject. 



In this No. will be seen an article 
which we copy from the New York 
Era," Signed P. P. Pratt, it's in con- 
tradiction to the foolish simple priest 
fabricated tale that has been going the 
rounds, charging Sidney Rigdon with 
thecrime of making the Book of Mor- 
mon, out of the romantic writings of 
one Solomon Spaulding <£-c. We can 
mingle our testimony with that of El- 
der Pratt's, we concur in his statement; 
we can assure the public that from our 
own personal knowledge, Elder Pratt 
has given a plain statement of facts. 

We also subjoin the copy of a letter 
written by one Mr. Haven from Mass. j 



ERRATA, 
In our last No. on the 29th page, 
in the communication from the High 
council, it was dated Commerce, No- 
vember 1839, which should have been 
stricken out entirely. Also an error 
at the bottom of the article, which es- 
caped our notice, it is now dated 1830, 
but should be 1839. 

In the Obituary, third paragraph, it 
reads thus: In this place, Nov. 2nd, 
Mahew Hillman. It should read No- 



vcmber 22nd. 



Detroit, Michigan, Oct. 12th 1839. 

EDITORS OF TIIE TIMES AND SEASONS. 

, Dear Brethren, 

We arrived here in 3 
weeks, Distance 520 miles. Found it 
very sickly in every place, many tav- 
erns shut, and Bakery's closed on ac- 
count of sickuess; we are generally 
well, Br. Clark and O. Pratt started 
down the Lake two days ago, they 
were well. I have published a history 
of the persecution. A pamphlet con- 
staining 84 pages. It came out of the 
Press Thursday last. The news pa- 
pers, for the last three weeks hafre 
teemed with our sufferings and the out- 
rages in Missouri. Every part of the 
' country fccb indignant at these unpar- 
ailelled outrages. You have' doubtless 



to his daughter in Quincy, 111. which) heard of lhe L ? r S° meetings on the 

subject, in N. 1 . and other places.- 



shows to a demonstration, that Mrs. 
Davidson did not "write the letter, and 
that it was written, signed and circu- 
lated without her knowledge. Consc- 



There are some 50 members of the 
church, within one day's journey of 
Detroit. Elder Savine, from N. Y. 
lives among them, great doors aro 
opened for preaching, 0. Pratt preach- 
ed for some two weeks in Michigan, 
10 crowded housed. Many believed. 



qucntly it was got up by priests, and 

circulated by priests, upon her credit; ! somo 22 "dollars were'given him 
the reason for getting it up, we think I for the journey. I preached once in 
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the Detroit city hall. I just heard 
news from Elder Blakpslee, Jefferson 
co. N. Y., he had baptized 100. * 

* We started down the Lake to day, 
excuse my haste. I will write again 
soon. 

Our love to all, 

inquiring friends. 

k P. PRATT. 



The following conference minutes, should 
have had a place in the December No. bu^is 
we were sick when they came to hand, ana 
■event weeks behind our busine.-s, in conse- 
quence of our sickness, they were overlooked ; 
but we think they are too interesting to pnss 
them by, we therefore give then a place; 
likewise a short note from Eider S ;muei 
James, disabusing the public in relation to 
a false report that has been going the rounds; 
with a short extract of a letier from the same 
•beer, we think it oil interesting. — Ed. 

CONFERENCE MINUTES. 

August 9th A. I). 1839. 
Agreeably to appointment a number 
of the official, arid private members of 
the church of L itter day Saints; met 
in conference, at the house of Br. Ca- 
leb Bennett, Monmouth county New 
Jersey. 

The meeting was called to order, by 
Br, Benj. Winchester, und Br. John 
P. Green was nominated, and elected 
President, and Samuel James Clerk. 
The meeting was then opened by sing- 
ing and pray er by brother Greene. 

High Priests present, John P. Green. 
Samuel James. 

Seventy's, Jonathan Dumham, Benj. 
Winchester, Alexander Wright. 

Elders, Joseph T. Bali, Josiah Ells. 

Eleven members. 

The conference was addressed by 
Br. Greene, in a feeling manner, con- 
cerning the object of the meeting, and 
the priveledge of the members. 

Then Br. Greene's letter of recom- 
mendation, from the Presidency of the | 
church, requesting aid, in behalf of| 
our aflicted brethren in the West, was 
read; and the following resolution ad- 
opted, that we will assist them, accord- 
ing to their ability; and recommend the 
same to our brethren. 

Br. Winchester addressed the meet- 
ing on the subject of ordination; and! 
Br. Greene read, in the Boole of Cove- 
nants, the duties of the sevoral officers 
of the church; and impressed the sub- 
ject, by appropriate observations. 



The subject was then discussed by 
several. 

It was moved, seconded, and carri- 
ed by vote, that Lewi.s James, be or- 
darned a priesL 

Brother Winchester gave an inter- 
esting account of his labours, manner 
of teaching, the last year; cSc represent- 
ed the branch of Monmouth co. SfL-S* 
of fifty members, in good standing. 

Brother Gr eene Jiddressed the meet- 
ing on the subject of teaching; and rep- 
resented the branches, in the city of 

New York, and Brookiin in good fel- 
lowship. 

Brother Ball represented the bran- 
ches, Shrewsbury N. J. of twenty 
members, Montage three, Minissink 
N. 11. two, Albany eight, Holliston 
Mass. sixteen in good fellowship. 

Brother Dunham represented the 
branch in Hamilton, Madison co. N. 
H. of forty six in good fellowship. 

Brother Dunham represented the 
branch in Hamilton, Madison co. N. 
H. of forty six iu good fellowship. 

Samuel James represented the branch 
in Leechburgh, Pa, of forty in good 
fellowship. 

The meeting then cbsed by prayer.. 

On Saturday, br. Dunham and br. 
Greene, addressed an attentive congre- 
gation. 

The work is prospering, and spread- 
ing, in this country. We have ap- 
pom ted a woods meeting on the 28th, 
at which, we expect the twelve; and 
anticipate much good. 

JOHN P. GfiEENE, prea'L 

Samuel James, Clerk. 



Dear Brother, 

While there is room, I 
would give you some information of 
myself, and the prosperity of the cause 
in this region: I, in company with 
my brother came here the la»t of June, 
and have been here, and in the city of 
New York ever since, we left home 
the 15th of May, and visited several 
churches in Pa., who are generally 
strong in the faith; there is one church 
at Leechburgh, 40 miles east of Pitts- 
burgh, on the canal, that was raised 
last winter by Father Nickerson of 41 
members. Brother Barnes is in Ches- 
ter countv Pa. 30 miles from Philadel- 
phia, and has baptized (the last account^ 
L30> and the work prospering. 
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Since I came here I have baptized 
6, and B. Winchester 2, and next 
Thursday I will baptize several more : 
there is a great work through this 
country, and a prospect of many em- 
bracing the truth, the persecution ha* 
had a tendency to elicit inquiry, rather 
than surpress the truth: the Priests 
have been rather troublesome, but their 
great effort has been, and still is, to 
keep the people from hearing, but they 
cannot prevail, they will hear and some 
•embrace the truth. 

SAMUEL JAMES. 

D. C. SMITH- 



D. C. Smith, 

Dear brother, 

in the new covenant. 
I request the following note to be 
inserted in the Times and Seasons, 
that the Brethren, and public may- 
know the truth. 

That whereas, a report has gone 
forth, that I (on a visit to the west last 
fall, during the persecution) joined the 
enemies, and did not make myself 
known to the brethren. 1 have only to 
Bay that the report is utterly false. 

SAMUEL JAMES. 



THE KORMONITES. 
To the Editor of the New Era: 

Sir: In your paper of the 25th inst. 
there is an article copied fiom the Bos- 
ton Recorder, headed ".Mormon Bi- 
ble," ml signed "Matilda Davidson.'' 
which, justice to our society and to the 
public requires me to answer and 1 
trust that a sense of justice will induce 
you sir, to give your readers both sides 
of the question. 

I am one of the society who believe 

the "Book of Mormon," and as such I 
am assailed in the statement professing 
to come from Matilda Davidson. 

In the first place there is no such 
book in existence as the "Mormon 
Bible." The Mormons, as they are vul- 
garly called, believe in the same Bible 
that all Cristendom professes to be- 
lieve in, viz: the common version of 
the Old and New Testament. The 
Book of Mormon is not entitled a Bi- 
ble, except by those who misrepresent 
it. Itisentitled the "Book of Mormon.'* 

The religious sect alluded to in 
your paper, are tnere accused of 



knavery and superstition. Now we 
are not sensible of being guilty of 
knavery, and we do not know wherein 
we are superstitious, but very much 
desire to know, io order that we may 
reform. If some good minister or ed- 
itor will condescend to particulars, and 
point out our superstitions we will take 
it as a great kindness, for we are the 
declared enemies to knavery ani su- 
perstition. 

If a firm belief in the Gospel of a 
crusified and risen Redeemer, as man- 
ifested to all nations, and as recorded 
in their sacred books, amounts to su- 
perstition, than we are superstitious, 
if preaching that system to others and 
calling them to repentance, is supersti- 
tion, then we are superstitious. If re- 
fusing to fellowship the modem systems 
of sectarianism which are contrary to 
the pure doctrines of the Bible, be su- 
perstition, then we are superstitious, 
for we hereby declare our withdrawal 
from all the mysticism, priestcraft and 
superstitions, and from all the creeds, 
doctrines, commandments, traditions 
and precepts of men, as far as they 
are contrary to the ancient faith and 
doctrine of the Saints; and we hereby 
bear our testimony ajjainst them. 

We do nut believe that God ever in- 
stituted more than one religious sys- 
tem under the same dispensation, 
therefore we do not admit that two dif- 
ferent sects can possibly be right.— 
The churches of Jesus Christ, in any 
;tge or country, must be all built upon 
the same faith, the same baptism, the 
same Lord, the same holy spirit, which 
would guide them in all truth, and 
consequently from all error and super- 
stition. The Book of Mormon has 
never been placed by us in the place 
of the sacred scriptures, but, before 
said, the sacred scriptures stand in 
their own place, and the Book of Mor* 
mon abundantly corroborates and hears 
testimony of the truth of the bible.— 
Indeed there is no society, within our 
k now ledge , whose mem be rs ad he re 
more dosely to the Bible than ours.— 
For proof of this we appeal to the mul* 
titudes who attend our religious meet- 
ings in this city and in all other places. 

The piece In your paper states that 
"Sidney Rigdon was connected in the 
printing office of Mr. Patterson," (in 
Pittsburg) and that w thU is a faet 
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well known in that region, " and as 
Rigdon himself has frequently stated. 
Here he had ample opportunity to be- 
come acquainted with Mr. Spau!ding*s 
manuscript (Romance) and to copy it 
if he chose." This statement is utterly 
and entirely false. Mr. Rigdon was 
never connected with the said printing 
establishment, either directly, c-r indi- 
rectly, and we defy the world to bring 
proof of any such connection. Now 
the person or persons who fabricated 
that falsehood would do well to repent, 
and become persons of truth and verac- 
ity before they express such acute sen- 
sibility concerning the religious pre- 
tensions of others. The statement 
that Mr. Kigdon is one of the foun- 
ders of the said religious sect is also 
incorrect. 

The sect was founded in the state of 
New York while Mr. Kigdon resided 
in Ohio, several hundred miles distant. 
Mr. Kigdon embraced the doctrine 
through my instrumentality. J first 
presented the Book of Mormon to htm. 
I stood upon the bank of the stream 
while he was baptized, and assis- 
ted to officiate in his ordination, and I 
myself was unacquainted with the sys- 
tem until some months after its organ- 
ization which was on the sixth of A- 
pril, 1830, and 1 embraced it in Sep- 
tember following. 

- The piece further states that "a wo- 
man preacher appointed a meeting at 
New Salem, Ohio, and in the meeting 
read and repeated copious extracts from 
the Bock of Mormon. Now it is a fact 
well known, that we have not had a fe- 
male preacher in our connection, for 
we do not believe in a female priest- 
hood. It further savs that the excite- 
ment in New Salem became so great 
that the inhabitants had a meeting and 
deputed Doctor Philastus Hurlburt, one 
of their members, to repair to Spaul- 
thng's widow, and obtain from her the 
original manuscript of the romance, 
Arc. But the statement does not bay 
whether he obtained the manuscript, 
but still leaves the impression that he 
did, and that it was compared with the 
Book of Mormon. Now whoever will 
read the work got up by said Hurlburt 
entitled "Mormonism Unveiled," will 
find that he there states that the said 
manuscript of Spaulding's romance 
u*as lost and could no where be found 



But the widow is here made to say that 
it is carefully preserved. Here seems 
to be some knavery or crooked work; 
and no wonder, for this said Hurlburt is 
one of the most notorious rascals in the 
western country. Me was first cu * off 
from our society for an attempt at se- 
duction and crime, and secondly he 
was [aid under bonds iu Geauga coun- 
ty, Ohio, for threatening to murder 
Joseph Smith, Jr., after which he laid 
a deep design of the Spaulding ro- 
mance imposition, in which he has been 
backed by evil and designing men in 
[different parts of the country, and 
sometimes by those who do not wish to 
do wrong, but who are ignorant on the 
subject. Now what but falsehood could 
be expected from such a person? — 
Now if there is such a manuscript in 
cxiscence, let it come forward at once, 
and not be kept in the dark. Again, 
if the public will be patient, they will 
doubtless find that the piece signed 
"Matilda Davidson" (Spaulding's wid- 
ow) is a base fabrication by Priest 
Storrs of flolliston, Mass., in order to 
save his craft, after losing the deacon 
of his church, and several of its most 
pious and intelligent members, who lefc 
his society to embrace what they con- 
sidered to be truth. At any rate, a 
judge of literary productions, who can 
swallow that piece of writing as the 
production of a woman in private life, 
can be made to believe that the Book of 
Mormon is a romance. For the one 
is as much like a romance as the other 
is like a woman's composition. 

The production, signed Matilda Da- 
vidson, is evidently the work of a man 
accustomed to public address, and the 
Book of Mormon 1 know to be true, ant: 
the Spaulding story, as far as the origin 
of the Book of Mormon is connected 
with it, I know to be false. 

I now leave the subject with a can- 
did public, with a sincere desire, that 
those who have been deluded with 
such vain and foolish lies, may be un- 
deceived. 

Editors, who have given publicity to 
the Spaulding story, will do an act 6* 

justice by giving publicity to the fore* 
going. 

P. P. PRATT. 
N. Y. Nov. 27, 1839. 
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I third as forge as the Book of Mormon. 
Ques. To Mrs. McKenestry, how old 
was you when your father wrote the 
manuscript? Ans: About five years of 
Ques. Did vou ever read the 



age. 



[Fro u the Quincv Whij.l 

A CUNNING DEVICE DETECTED. 

It will be recollected that a few months 
since an article appeared in several of 
the papers, pu rporting to give an ac- 
count of the origin of the Book of Mor- manuscript? Ans: When I was about 
mon. How far.the writer of that piece twelve years old, I used to read it for di- 
has effected bis purposes, or what his version. Ques. Did the manuscript des- 
purposes were in pursuing the course! cribe an Idolatrous or a religious people, 
he has, I shall not attempt to say at this 1 Ar.s: An Idolatrous people. Ques. — 
time, but shall call upon every candid;; Does the manuscript and the Book of 
man to judge in this matter for himself, ; Mormon agree? Ans: I think some of 
and shall content myself by presenting f the names agree. Ques. Are you cer- 
tain that some of the names agree? Ans: 
I am not. Ques. Have you ever read 
any in the Book of Mormon? Ans: I 
have not. Ques. Was your name attach- 
ed to thai letter which was sent to Mr. 
John Storrs by your order? Ans: No, 
I never meant that my name should be 
there. f ^ t *+3c3|E - . ,* I a t 

You see by the above questions and* 
answers, that Mr. Austin, in his great 
zeal, to destroy the Latter Day Saints, 
has asked Mrs. Davidson a few ques* 
tions, then wrote a letter to Mr. Storrs 
in his own language. I do not say that 
the above questions and answers, were 
given in the form that I have written 
them, but these questions were asked, 
and these answers given. Mrs. David- 
son is about seventy years of age, and 
somewhat broke. This may certify 
that I am personally acquainted with 
Mr. Havens, his son and daughter, and 
am satisfied they are persons of truth. 
I have also read Mr. Haven's letter to 
his Daughter, which has induced me to 
copy it for publication, and I further 
sav, the above is a correct copy of Mr. 
Havens letter A. BADLAM. 



before the public the other side of the 
questiou in the form of a letter, as fol- 
lows: 

Copy of a letter written by Mr. John 
Haven of Holliston, Middlesex co. 
Massachusetts, to his daughter Eliza- 
beth Haveu of Quincy, Adams co., 
IIl : nois. 

Your brother Jesse passed through 
Monson where h*> *aw Mrs. Davidson 
and her daughter, Mrs. McKinistry , and 
also Dr. Ely 4 and speut several hours 
with them, during which time he asked 
them the following questions, viz: 

Did you, Mrs. Davidson, write a let- 
ter to John Storrs, giving an account of 
the origin of the Book of Mormon?! 
Ans: I did not. Did you sign your name 
to it? Ans: I did not, neither did I ever 
see the letter until I saw it in the Bos- 
ton Recorder, the letter was never 
brought to me to sign. Ques. What a- 
<*ency had you in having this letter sent 
to Mr. Storrs? Ans: D. R. Austin came 
to my house and asked me some ques- 
tions, took some minutes on paper, and 
from these minutes wrote that letter. 
Question. Is what is written in the 
letter trae? Ans: In the main it is.— 
Ques. Have you read the book of Mor- 
mon? Ans: 1 have read some in it; Ques- 
Does Mr. Spauldings manuscript, and 
the Book of Mormon agree? I think 
some few of the names are alike.— 
Ques. Does the manuscript describe an 
idolatrous or a religious people? Ans: 
An Idolatrous people. Ques. Where 
is the manuscript. Ans: Dr. P. Hurl- 
burt came here and took it,said he would 
get it printed, and let me have one-half 
the profits. Ques. Has Dr. P. Hurl- 
burt got the manuscript printed? Ans' 
I received a letter stating it did not read 
as they expected, and they should not 
print it. Ques. How large is Mr. 



The West Chester Village Record 
says the Mormons are holding a pro- 
tracted meeting at the Xantmeal sem- 
inary, in this county. We understand 
that about forty members have beei*. 
baptized in all.— .V. Y. Era. 

NOTICE. 
It is proper to say that at our confer- 
ence October inst. that a species of ac- 
cusation appeared against Elder Har- 
low Redfield, insomuch that he was 
suspended and required to answer to 
the High Council at this place. Ia 



compliance therewith, he this day ap- 
peared when no charge came against 
Spauldrog's manuscript? Ans: about one i him. nor was it found proper that any 



48 



TIxMES ANDSEASONS. 



should come. Therefore the council 
TCbtored to him full fellowship, and all 
official Handing the same as if no such 
suspension had taken place. 

H. G. SHERWOOD, Clerk. 
Nauvoo, Oct. 20. 1839. ' 
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As down a lune dungeon, with darkness 0*t4 
spread, 

Tn silence and sorrow I made my lone bed. 
While Uf from my prison my friends had 
retired. 

And joy from this bosom bad almost ex- 
T pir^d. 

From all that was lovely, constrained for to 
part, 

From wife and from children so dear to my 

While foes were exulting, and friends far 
awny* 

In half broken slumbers, all pensive I lay. 

I thought upon Zion— her sorrowful doom 
I thought on her anguish— her trouble and 

glo »m. 

How for years she had wandered, a captive 

forlorn, . 
Cast out and afflicted, and treated with 

ecorn. *' ' * '\ 

I thought on the time when some five y^rs 

Twelve hundred from Jackson, were driven 
by foes. 

While two hundred houses to asV.es were 
burned : — 

Our flourishing fields to a desert were 
turned. 

I remembered these crhne3 sail unpunished 
remained. 

And the like oft rcpe^ed— again, and naain. 

From counties adjoining, compelled to re- 
move. t [grove. 

We purchased in Caldwell, prairie and 

And there 'mid the wild flowers, that bloom" 

ed o'er the plait: 
Our right! and oar freedom, wo thought to 

maintain: 

Nor dreamed that oppression wou^d drivs. 

us from thence. [fence. 
The laws of our country we claimed forde- 

But soon as kind autumn rewarded our toil 
And plenty around us bejran for to sm le, 
Our foes were assembled -being tempted 
with gain; 

To ravage and plunder, and drive us agiin. 



When many were d:iven, and p'underd and 
lob'd, 

And s nne had been murderd by this dreadful 
mob, — [vain. 
When cries for redress and protection were 
We arose in our strength, our own rights 
to maintain. 
The mob soon dispersed, to the Rulers ap- 
pealed, 

Saying, lend us your aid, and the Mormons 
will yield, [sist 
For surely they never were known to re- 



A mob when commissioned by rulera and 
priests. 

This soon was considered by far the best 

plan: 

And orders were issued for ten thouemd men ; 
Including the Wilson's and Gillunfs of 

COtUf ?, 

And all the mob forces, fjr better, for worse 

These soon were forthcoming, in dreadful ar- 
ray; 

Some painted like Indians, all armei for the 

fray; 

The Mormons Boon yielded without the 
first fire. 

And the mobers accomplished their utmost 

desire. 

Some females were ravished— and cattle and 

grain 

Became a free booty — and one pri?"ner slain. 
Some twenty or thirty were murderd out- 
right, 

And ten thousand others were Bamsbxo 

the Stat*;: 

By what law of the Statute to me ie un- 
known; 

But it must be by-law all these great things 

were done, 

For the next Legislature the expense to dc- 

Voted two hundred thousand, the soldier* 

to pay. 



To resist this oppression— Thxsi excellent 
Jaws, 

Was murder; and treason; (in technical 

clause ) 

While women and children were driven 
away, * > 

Their husbands and fathers in prison must 
stay. 

So now to the Jury and Judge I submit; 
I m not learned in such laws. — they may 
hang or a .uit— 
But i hough they should hang mc, or keep 

me in ail, frail. 
The spirit of Freedom ar.d Truth will pre* 

DIFD-In thia place, on the 10th In t St* 
phen Shumway, in the 34t \ year of his age.- 

In thi- place, on the ht Inst. Mo oni. 

Son of Join D. and Hari t Parker, aged 4 
yea s 3 months and 4 da s. 

- ■ * 
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A HISTORY, OF THE 
PERSECUTION, OF THE CHURCH 
OF JESUS CHRIST, OF LAT- 
TER DAY SAINTS IN 

MISSOURI. i 
coirn^'TJED. 

The Governor, D. Dunklin, was dis- 
posed to bring the mobbers to justice; 
consequently, ten or twelve, witnesses 
were subpoencd to attend the February 
term of the circuit court Capt. Atchi- 
son was crJered to guafd them over to 
Jackson, and back, with his comnany 
<>f Liberty Blues. The attorney Gen- 
was a Iso ordered, or requested, by the 
Gov. to attend the court, to assist the 
circuit attorney, in the investigation. 
The witnesses were guarded over to 
Independence, and after having been 
there a short time, they were visited 
by the circuit attorney, accompanied 
by the attorney General. They in- 
formed the witnesses, that such was 
the excitement prevailing there, that it 
was doubtful whether anv thin? could 
bo done to bring the mobbers to justice: 
that if any should be convicted, they 
would only be fined in soifte trifling 
sum, not to exceed S5, at most, just 
enough to answer the law. And they 
advised the witnesses not to go before 
the grand jury, intimating at the same 
time, that they might be in danger. — 
The witnesses replied, that they had 
been ordered there by the court, and 
they supposed, that they were still sub- 
ject to the court, or to them, the at- 
tornios. As to the danger, in go'mg 
before the grand jury they feared it 
not: they were ready and willing to go 
and testify to the truth. The attor- 
nics left them, and in a short time af- 
ter, they were informed by Cant. 
Atchison, that the Judge, Mr. Ryland, 
bad sent him word, that the witnesses 
and guard, were not wanted there any 
longer; Caf>L A. paraded his men, as 
soon, and as well as he could for the 
crowd, and immediately marched otT, 
the witnesses following him. All hopes 
were now given up of ever bringing 



that people to justice; their hatred to- 
wards the saints, appeared to be una- 
bating; they frequently sent over word 
to Clay co. that they were coming over 
to drive them from that place; they 
evefi went so far. as to circulate a pa- 
per in Clay county, the object of which 
was to obtain volunteers there, to as- 
sist them in driving the saints away. — 
In Clay county however, they had but 
a few friends, (for soctto time,) and 
could not obtain many signers. 

A wealthy farmer, by the name of 
Arthur, living in Cluy county, who 
was then friendly to the saints, and 
who was in the habit of sending flour 
and whiskey into Jackson to sell, (it 
generally being higher there than in 
Clay, in consequence of the Indian 
trade,) sent over one of his negroes 
and team with a load, sometime that 
fall or winter, they were stopped 
on the road by some of the cood peo- 
ple of Jackson, who mounted the load, 
and with axes cut the barrels to pieces, 
and wasted the flour and whisky upon 
the ground. 

In 1S3 1. if we mistake not, an in- 
offensive Br. by the name of Ira J- 
U'illes went into Jackson co. to hunt 
for a lost cow; he was taken by some 
of the ruffians residing there, who, after 
stripping off his clothes, whipped him 
unmercifully. For the credit of Mis- 
souri, we would state that he was ta- 
ken from the house of a Justice of the 
Peace; this is an eusample of upper 
Missouri peace makers. The sumo 
vear, Br. Le wis Abbot, a very peaci- 
ble man, went to Jackson to see a man 
who owed him; on his way he was- 
discovered, and overtaken by some of 
that lawless banditti, who beat him 
with handspikes, no doubt with an in- 
tent to kill, for that was what tney 
swore they would do; but his life was 
preserved, and he escaped out of their 
hands. Thus have that people, un- 
ceasingly abused, anj persecuted the 
saints whenever they- cuuld get uu op- 
portunity.* 

Gov. Dunklin appeared willing to 
guard back the saint* to Jackson ecu 
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at any time when they should get 
ready to go; but said, that he had not 
authority to keep a guard there for 
their protection. That being the case 
they were advised, by tome of the 
most influential men in the upper coun- 
try, who were friendly to them, but 
not believers in their faith, to have 
enough of their brethren emigrate to 
that country, to enable them to main- 
tain their rights, should the mob ever 
attemp to trample upon them again: 
and then get the Governor to set them 
back upon their lands. Accordingly 
word was sent forth to the churches 
to that effect; and in the summer of 
1S34, a large company emigrated from! 
the eastern churches, to Clay co. for 
that purpose. 

Whilst this company was forming and 
going up to Missouri, rumor, with her 
ten thousand tongues, was busily en- 
gaged, in circuiting falsehoods about 
them; insomuch, that before they ar- 
rived at Clay co., there was considera- 
ble excitement, even there. 

The Jackson co. people went over 
into Clay, and called a. meeting and 
stired up all the feelings there, that 
they possibly could against the saints. 
The anger of the people of Jackson co. 
rose to a great height; they had fur- 
nished themselves with a number of 
cannon, and their neighbours of th; 
adjoining counties, on the south side of 
the Missouri river, volunteered b^ 
hundreds to assist them, provided that 
the Gov. should attempt to set the 
saints back upon their land in Jack- 
son co. 

The company from the eastern 
churches arrived in Clay co. and their 
gentle manners, and peaceable deport- 
ment, soon convinced the people of that 
country, of the false reports which had 
been circulated about them. The ex- 
citement nas very soon done away, 
and the people appeared more friendly 
than before. 

After the arrival of the brethren 
from the east, a council was held, and 
it was concluded, considering the great 
wrath of the people, south of the river, 
that it would not be wisdom to ask 
t**e Governor to set them back at that 
time. 

Tnc people of Clay co. were most- 
ly friendly to the saints, but there 
were a few exceptions. Nothing of 



importance occurred, however, for 
some time, a few threats and insults " 
from those who were disaffected, was 
all the hostility manifested till the shm- 
mer of 1836. 

The suits which had been commenc- 
ed against the Jackson co. people, for 
damages, progressed so slow, and were 
attended w ith such an amount of costs, 
that they were all dropped but two; 
which were considered sufficient to try 
the experiment; to ascertain whether 
or not any thing could be obtained by 
the law." Near §300 cost had been 
paid by the brethren, to obtain a 
change of venue; the suits were then 
removed to Ray county. Court after 
court passed, and the trial* were con- 
tinued. At last, in the summer of 
1836, the time drew near, when it was 
supposed that the trials must come on: 
which was very gratifying to those who 
planted the suits. When the court 
came, their lawyers, instead of going 
to trial, as they should have done, 
made a sort of compromise, with the 
mobbers, by dropping one suit, with- 
out even having the cost paid, and that 
too without the knowledge or consent 
of their emplgyers. On the other suit 
the defendants agreed to pay a few 
hundred dollars; though not as much as 
the lawyer's fees had been. Thus the 
lawyers, after getting their pay, man- 
aged the cases; had they been true to 
the brethren, as they were bound to 
be by oath, and brought their suits to 
a trial, instead of making a comprom* 
ise,and laboured faithfully for them, as 
they ought to have done; and laboured 
as though they meant to earn their thou- 
sand dollar fee; there is no doubt but 
that, on t{ie two suits, they would have 
obtained as many thousands of dollars, 
as they did hundreds by the comprom- 
ise. No further attempts have ever 
been made to obtain a compensation 
for the losses and damages, sustained 
by the saints in Jackson co. except 
last winter in petitioning the Legisla- 
ture of Missouri, among other things 
they asked the State, for remunera- 
tion for them; which the Legislature 
did not see fit to grant. 

In the summer of 1836 the mob 
party, in Clay co. strengthened itself 
considerably, and became quite bold; 
insomuch that they in one or two in- 
stances, began lo whip the saints; and 
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one day some sixty or seventy of them 
assembled, rode off a lew miles east, 
and stopped a few waggons.which were 
moving to Clay co., and turned thern 
back. It was manifested from their 
threatnings and actions, that they wen- 
determined, to fall upon the saints and 
drive them out of the county, if they 
could. It was equally manifest, that 
the saints were disposed to defend 
themsalves against mobs, even to the 
sheding of blood. 

At that time it was seen that if 
something was not done to stop it, 
blood would be shed; (for the mob par- 
ty were resolved on driving, and the 
saints were determined not to be driv- 
en by them, without first trying their 
strength:) Wherefore the most intelli- 
gent, and respectable citizens of the 
county, who had always appeared 
friendly to the saints, held a meeting, in 
which they appointed a committee, and 
also requested the saints to appoint a 
committee, to meet their committee 
near Liberty, on a day appointed to 
confer with each other; and see if 
something could not be done, to evade 
the storm, which appeared to be fast 
gathering. 

The committee met at the appointed 
time, and a proposition was made by 
the citizen's committee, to the other, 
to this effect. 

That whereas, the people of Clay co. 
had kindly received the saints in their 
distress, when it was expected, that 
they would soon return to Jackson co., 
and not think of making Clay co. a 
permanent home: and whereas, almost 
three years had passed away since, 
and the prospect of their returning to 
Jackson co. was less at that time than 
it was years before; and that a portion 
of the citizens of Clay co. were dis- 
satisfied, to have them remain where 
they were any longer. Therefore the 
committee in behalf of the citizens 
requested, that they (the sains) should 
look themselves a new location, either 
in some unsettled part of the State, or 
othrewisego out of the State, as suited 
them best. The committee disclaimed 
all right, to request any such thing; they 
said, that they knew very well, that the 
saints had just as good a right there, as 
themselves, but they thought that consid- 
ering the opposition that there was to 



to go where they could be more by 
themselves; and they even reccommen- 
ded their gathering together, and living 
altogether by themselves. They fur- 
ther said, that if they would consent to 
go, and seek a new location, they would 
send a committee with thein, who was 
acquainted with the country, who would 
pilot them, in- looking it out. How- 
ever a location had alreadybcen selected, 
and about sixteen hundred acres of land 
purchased but a short time previous; and 
they were willing to go,and some of them 
were making preparations to move there 
soon before the meeting of the commit- 
tee: Wherefore the committee, on the 
part of the church, consented to tho 
proposition made to them; and then all 
parted with apparent good feelings. — 
| Soon afterwards three,on the part of the 
church, and two pilots, started to view 
the country; they travelled a number of 
days, in the new settlements, toward * 
the N. "W. corner of the State; and 
they finally concluded, that the place 
previously selected, now known as Cal- 
dwell Co. should be the place, where 
they would settle; there being but a few 
inhabitants, in a district cfcountry largo 
enough for a county; and they, in gen- 
' oral, willing to sell out. 

Upon these movements the mob spirit 
in Clay Co. measurably subsided, and 
the saints prepared, and moved to their 
new settlement, as fast as their circum- 
stances would permit; pleased with tho 
idea of settling together by themselves. 

COMMUNICATIONS. 



them it would be better for them, upright people And that honor, vir 



COPY OF A LETTER FROM J. 
SMITH jr. TO Mr. GALLAND. 

Liberty jail, Hay co. Mo. March 
22nd 9 1839, 

Mn. Isaac Galland; Dear Sir: 

I have just been 
privileged with a perusal of a letter, 
put into my hands by Mr. D. W. Rog- 
ers, which letter was directed to him, 
dated February 20th, 1839. and sijm- 
ed, Isaac Galland. The contents of 
said letter expresses a sympathy and 
a good feeling towards the people and 
church of the Latter Day Saints, which 
I have the high honor, of being their 
religious leader; 1 say high honor, 
more especially, because 1 know them 
to be an honorable, a virtuous, and an 
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tue, and righteousness is their only 
aim and object in this life. They are* 
sir, a much injured, and abused people; 
and are greatly belied as to their true 
character. They have been fallen up- 
on by a gang of ruffians and murder- 
ers, three times, in the stale of Missou- 
ri; and entirely broken up, without 
having committed the first offence: or 
without there being the least shadow 
in the very slightest degree of evidence, 
that they have done ought of any thing 
derogatory to the laws, or character, 
of the state of Missouri. And this last 
time of their being broken up; it is 
either my misfortune, or good fortune, 
(fori rather count it good fortune to 
suffer affliction with the people of God,) 
in connection with others of my breth- 
ren, to be made a severe* sufferer, by 
the hands of the above mentioned ras- 
cals: they are supported by some por- 
tions of the authorities of the State, ei- 
ther in consequence of prejudices, ex* 
cited by foul calumnies, or else they 
themselves, are the fathers and instiga- 
tors, of the whole diabolical and mur- 
derous proceeding. 

I am bold to say sir, that a more 
nefarious transaction never has exist- 
ed, since the days of Yore; than that 
which has been practiced upon us. — 
Myself and those who are in prison 
with me, were torn from our houses, 
with our wives and children clinging 
to our garments, under the aw ful ex- 
pectation of being exterminated. At 
our first examination, the mob found 
one or two persons, of low and worth- 
less character, whom they compelled, 
at the peril of their lives, to swear 
some things against us: which things, 
if they had been even true, were 
nothing at all, and could not have so 
much as disgraced any man under heav- 
en. Nevertheless, we could have prov- 
ed, by more than five hundred witnes- 
ses, that the things were false. But 
the Judge employed an armed force, 
and compelled us to abandon the idea 
of introducing witnesses, upon the per- 
il of the lives of the witnesses. Under 
audi circumstances, sir, we were com- 
mitted to this jail, on a pretended 
charge of treason, against the State of 
Missouri, without the slightest evidence 
to that effect. We collected our wit- 
nesses the second time, and petitioned 
a habeas corpus: but were thrust back 



again into prison, by the rage of the 
mob; and our families robbed, and plun- 
dered: and families, and witnesses, 
thrust from their homes, and hunted 
out of the State, and dare not return 
for their lives. And under this order 
of things, we, held in confinement, for 
a pretended trial: whereas we are to 
be tried by those very characters who 
have practiced those things, yea the 
very characters who have murdered 
some hundred men, women and chil- 
dren,* and' have sworn to have our 
lives also; and have made public proc- 
lamation that these men must and 
should be hung, whether they were in- 
nocent, or guilty. Suc4 men too, sir r 
have made this proclamation, as gen- 
eral Atchison, who is considered one 
of the most prominent men in the State- 
This is according to the information 1 
have received, which I suppose to be 
true. Their plea sir, is that the State 
will be ruined, if the Mormon leaders 
are liberated, so that they can publish 
the real facts, of what Las been prac- 
tised upon them. 

We are kept under a strong guards 
night r and day, in a prison of double 
walls and doors, proscribed in our lib- 
erty of conscience, our food is scanty 
uniform, and coarse; we have not the 
privilege of cooking for ourselves, we 
have been compelled to sleep on the 
floor with straw, and not blankets suf- 
ficient to keep us warm; and when we 
{have a fire, we are obliged to have al- 
most a constant smoke. The Judges 
have gravely told us from time to time 
that they knew we were innocent, and 
ought to be liberated, but they dare 
not administer the law unto- us, for fear 
of the mob. But if we will deny our 
religion, we can be liberated. Our 
lawyers have gravely told us, that we 
are only held now by the influence of 
long faced Baptists; how far this is 
true, we are not able to say: but we 
are certain that our most vehement ac- 
cusers, are the highest toned professors 
of religion. On beinginterogated what 
these men have done? their uniform an- 
swer is, we do not know, but they are 
false teachers, and ought to die. And 
of late boldly and frankly acknowledge, 
that the religion of these men, is all 
that they have against them. Now 
sir, the only difference between their 

*IIe was thus imforined by the Missourians 
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religion, and mine, is. that I firmly be- 
lieve in the prophets and apostles, Je- 
sus Christ, being the chief cornerstone. 
And speak as one having authority 
among them, and not as the scribes, 
and am liberal in my sentiments to- 
wards all men, in matters of opinion, 
and rights of conscience, whereas they: 
are not. But enough of this. I feel 
highly gratified to learn of a man who 



most cordially petition for it: but 
where is liberty? Where is humanity? 
Where is patriotism? Where has the 
genius of the pedistal of the laws and 
constitution of our boasted country 
fled? Are they not slain victims at the 
feet of prejudice, to gratify the malice 
of a certain class of men, who have 
learned that their craft and creed can- 
not stand against the light of truth, 



had sympathy, and feelings of friend-! when it comes to be investigated? 



ship towards a suffering, and an injur- 
ed, and an innocent people - , if you can 



hence they resort to the vilest of the 
vile means, and to foul calumnies, and 



do them any good, render them any to physical force to do what? To de- 



assistance, or protection, in the name 
of suffering humanity, we beseach you, 

for God's sake,and humanity's sake, that 
you will do it. If you should see Gov. 
Lncas, I wish you would have the 
kindness to state to hiin, the contents', 
of this letter; as we know him from 
information to be a man of character 



prive some fifty thousand, of the right 
of citizenship, and for what? because 
they are blasphemers? no; For this is 
contrary to their practice, as well &a 
(kith. Was it because they wero 
tavern haunters, and drunkards? no. 
This charge cannot be substantiated 
against them as a people; it wascontra- 



and a gentleman. I would be glad i ry to their faith. And finally was it 



therefore, if it were possible that he, 
and not only him, but every other pat- 
riotic, and humane man, should know 
the real facte of our sufferings: and of 
the unjust and cruel hand that is upon 
us. 1 have been in this State one year, 
the 12th, day of this month; I have 
never borne arms at any time. I have 
never held any oftiee, civil or military 
in this State. 1 h»ve only officiated 
as a religious teacher, in religious mat- 
ters, and not in temporal matters. The 
only occasion I have given, was to de- 



for any thing? no sir, not for any thing, 
only, that Mormonism is truth; and 
every man who embraced it felt him- 
self at liberty to embrace every truth: 
consequently the shackles of supersti- 
tion, bigotry, ignorance, and priestcraft, 
falls at once from his neck; and his 
eyes are opened to see the truth, and 
truth greatly prevails over priestcraft; 
hence the priests are alarmed, and they 
raise a hu-in-crv,down with these men! 
heresy! heresy! fanaticism! false proph- 
et] false teachers! awav withthese men! 



feud my own family, in my own door crucify them! crucify them! And now 
yard, against the invasions of a lawless sir,this is the sole cause of the persccu- 



irnb: and that I did not at the expense 
of any man's life: but risked my own! 
in defence of an innocent family, con- 
sisting of a wife, five children, hired 
servants &c. My residence was in 
Far West. I was surrounded with a 
noble, generous, and enterprising so- 
ciety, who were friendly to the laws, 
and constitution of our country: they 
were broken up without cause, and my 
family now as I suppose, if living, are 
in Quincy, Iliinois. 

We are informed that the prisoners 
in Richmond jail, Ray county, are 
much more inhumanly treated than 
we are; if this is the case, we will as- 
sure you, that their constitutions can- 
not last long, for we find ours wearing 
away very fast: and if we knew of 
anv source wherebv aid and assistance 
could be rendered unto us, we should 



tion against the .Mormon people,* nd now 
if they had been Mahomedans, Hotten- 
tots, or Pagans; or in fine sir, if their 
religion was as false as hell, what right 
would men have to drive Ihem from 
their homes, and their country, or tocx- 
terminate them, so long as their reli- 
gion did not interfere with the civil 
rights of men, according to the laws of 
our country? None at all. But tho 
mind naturally being curious wants to 
know what those sentiments are, that 
arc so at varicaco with the priests of 
the oge, and 1 trust you will bear with 
me, while 1 oiler to you a few of my 
reflections on this subject, and if they 
should not meet your mind, it may 
open a door for an exchange of ideas, 
and in the exercise of a proper liberal- 
ity of spirit, it may not be unprofitable. 
In the first place, I have stated abovo 
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that Mormonism is truth, in other 
words the doctrine of the Latter Day 
Saints, is truth; for the name Mormon, 
tind Mormonism, was given to us by 
our enemies, but Latter Day Saints 
was the real name by which the church 
\vas organized. Now sir, you may 
think that it is a broad assertion that il 
is truth; but sir, the first and funda- 
mental principle of our holy religion 
is, that we believe that we have a right 
to embrace all, and every item of truth, 
without limitation or without beiniz 
circumscribed or prohibited by the 
creeds or superstitious notions of men, 
ur by the dominations of one another, 
when that truth is clearly dernonstra* 
ted to our minds,and we have the high- 
i it degree of evidence of the same; 
we feel ourselves bound by the laws of 
God, to observe and do strictly, With 
all our hearts, all things whatsoever is 
manifest unto us by the highest degree 
of testimony that God has committed 
us, as written in the old and new Testa- 
ment, or any where else, by any man- 
ifestation, whereof we know that it has 
come from God: and has application 
to us, being adapted to our situation 
and circumstances; age, and genera- 
lion of life; and that we have a perfect, 
and indefeasible right, to embrace all 
^ch commandments, and do then): 
knowing, that God will not command 
any tiling, but what is peculiarly adapt- 
ed in it.-elf, to ameliorate the condi- 
tion of every man under whatever cir- 
cumstances it may find him, it matters 
not what kingdom or country he may 
he in. And again, we believe that it 
is our privilege to reject all things, 
whatsoever is clearly manifested to us 
that they do not have a bearing upon 
us. Such as. for instance, it is nut 
binding on us to build an Ark, because 
God commanded Noah to build one. — 
It would not be applicable to our case; 
we are not looking for a flood. It is 
not binding onus to lead the children 
of Israel out of the land of Egypt, be- 
cause God commanded Moses. The 
children of Israel are not in bondage to 
the Egyptians, as they were then; our 
circumstances are very different. I 
have introduced these for examples: 
and on Ihe other hand, "Thou shalt 
not kill. Thou shalt not steal. Thou 
shalt not commit adultery. Thou shalt 
not bare falsi* witness against thy 



neighbor. Thou shalt not covet thy 
neighbor's wife, nor his ox, nor his 
ass, nor his man servant, nor his maid 
servant, nor any thing that is thy 
neighbors. 99 

These sentiments we most cordially 
embrace, and consider them binding 
on us because they are adapted to our 
circumstances. VVe believe that we 
have a right to revelations, visions, and 
dreams from God, our heavenly Fath- 
er; and light and intelligence, through 
tlje gift of the Holy Ghost, in the name 
of Jesus Christ, on all subjects pertain- 
ing to our spiritual welfare; if it so bo 
that we keep his commandments, so as 
to render ourselves worthv in his sight. 
VVe believe that no man can adminis- 
ter salvation through the gospel, to the 
souls of men, in the name of Jesus 
Christ, except he is authorized from 
God, by revelation, or by being ordain- 
ed by some one whom God hath sent 
by revelation, as It is written by Paul, 
Romans 10: 14, "and how shall they 
believe in him, of whom, they have not 
heard? and how shall they hear with- 
out a preacher] and how shall they 
preach, except they be sent?" and I 
will ask* how can they be sent without 
a revelation, or some other visible dis- 
| play of the manifestation of God. And 
again, Hebrews, 5: 4, "And no man 
taketh this honor unto himself, but he 
that is called of God. as was Aaron." — 
And 1 would ask, how was Aaron call- 
ed, but by revelation? 

And again we believe in the doctrine 
of faith, and of repentance, and of bap- 
tism for the remission of sins, and the 
gift of the Holy Ghost, by the laying 
on of hands, and of resurrection of the 
dead, and of eternal judgment. We 
believe in the doctrine of repentance, 
as well as of faith; and in the doctrine of 
baptism for the remission of sins as 
well as in the doctrine of repentance; 
and in the doctrine of the gift of the 
Holy Ghost by the laying on of hands, 
as well as baptism for the remission of 
sins; and also, in like manner, of the 
resurrection of the dead, and of eter- 
nal judgment. Now all these are the 
doctrines set forth by the appostles,and 
if we have any thing to do with one of 
them, they arc all alike precious, and 
binding on us. And as proof, mark 
the following quotations. Mark 16 
chap., 15 — 1(5 verses, "and he said 
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unto them go ye into all the world audi And when Paul had laid his hands up- 
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preach the gospel to every creature, 
and he that believeth and is baptized 
shall be saved, but he that believeth 
not shall be damned. " Hear you will 
see the doctrine of. faith: and again, 



on them, the Holy Ghost came on them; 
and they spake with tongues and proph- 
esied. We discover by these, the doc- 
trine of the laying on of the hands. — 
And for the doctrine of the resurrec- 
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Acts 2nd chap. 28 verse, "Then Peter j lion of the dead and of eternal judg 
said unto them repent and be baptized- ment: Hebrews 6th chap. 2gnl verse 
every one of you in the name of Jesus j of the doctrine of baptism, ftnd of lay 
Christ for the remission of sins, and ingonof the hands, and of reserrec 
ye shall receive the gift of the Holy tionof the dead.andof eternal judgment. 



Ghost." Hear you see the doctrine of 
repentance and baptism for the remis- 
sion of sins, and the gift of the Holy 
Ghost, connected by the promise insep- 
erably. Now I want you to consider 
the high standing of Peter; he was now 
3ing endowed with power from on 
igh and held the keys of the kingdom 
t* heaven. Mathow 16th chap. 19th 



I consider these to be some of tlie leading 
items of the gospel, as taught by Christ 
and his apostles, and as received by 
those whom they taught. I wish you 
would look at these, carefully aud 
closely, and you will readily perceive 
that the difference between me and 
other religious teachers, is in the bible; 
and the bible and them for it: and as 



verse, and I will give unto you the keys i far as they teach the gospel of Jesus 
of the kingdom of heaven, and what- Christ, as it is verily written, and are 
oever thou shalt bind on earth shall be inspired, and called as was Aaron, I 
ound in heaven, and whatsoever feel myself bound to bow with all def- 
thou shalt 'ooseon earth shall be loos- ference to their mandates and fetch- 



ed in heaven." This was the char- 
acter, Sir, that made the glorious prom- 
ise of the gift of the Holy Ghost, pre- 
dicated upon the baptism for the re- 
mission of sins: and he did not say that 
it was confined to that generation, but 
see further: Act 2nd chap. 39th verse, 
" for the promise is unto you, and your 
children, and to all who are afar off, 
even 3s many as the Lord our God 
shall call." Then, Sir, if the callings 
of God extend unto us, we come within 
the perview of Peter's promise. Now 
where is the man who is authorized to 
put his linger on the spot and say, thus 
far shalt thou go and no farther: there 
is no man. Therefore let U3 receive 
the whole, or none. And again, con- 
cerning the doctrine of the laying on 
of hands. Act 8th chap. 1 1th to 17th 
verse. No.v when the apostles, which 
were at Jerusalem, heard that Samaria 
lnd received the word of God, tl.cy 
sent unto them Peter and John; who, 
when they were come down, prayed 
for them, that they might receive the 
Holy Ghost; for as yet he was fallen 
upon none of them, only they were bap- 
tized in the name of the Loui Jesus.— 
Then laid they their hands upon them, 
and they received the Holy Ghost.— 
Acts 19th chap. 5th — Cth verses.— 
When they heard this, they were bap- 
tized in the lap of the Lord Jesus.— 



ings; but see Gallations, 1st chap. 6th 
to 10th verse. I marvel that you are 
so soon removed from him that called 
you into the grace of Christ, unto an- 
other Gospel; but there be some that trou- 
ble you, and would pervert the gospel of 
Christ. But though we, or an angel 
from heaven, preach any other gospel 
unto you than that which we have; 
preached unto you. Jet him be accurs- 
ed. As we said before, so say I now 
again, if any man preach any otlu \t 
gospel unto you than that ye have re- 
ceived, let turn be accursed. Fordo I 
now persuade ni -n or God? or do I 
seek to please men? for if 1 yet pleased 
men, I should not be the servant of 
Christ. Further, the 11 — 12 verses. 
But, 1 certify you,brethren,that the gos- 
pel which was preached of me is nut 
after man; fori neither received it 
of man, neither was I ttOffht it, but 
by the revelation of Jesus Christ. 

Please Sir, to pardon me for having 
obtruded thus lengthy upon your feel- 
ings, us you are a stranger *o me; 
and 1 know nothing of you, only what 
I have read in you letter, and from 
that I have taken -the liberty which I 
have. lie assured Sir, that I have the 
most liberal sentiments, and feelings 
of charity towards all sects, pirtics, 
and denominations; and the rights and 
liberties of concicnce, I hold most sa- 



so 
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cred and dear, and dispisc no m:in for 
differing with me in matters of opinion. 

Accept Dear Sir, my best wishes 
for your welfare, and desire for further 
acquaintance, I close my letter, by giv- 
ing you some quotations which you 
will have the goodness to rend. 

The second epistle of Paul to Timo- 
thy, 1: 5—7. 2: 10—11. 4: 2-47. 
Ephesians 4: 10 — 18. 1st Corinthians 
12: 1—31. 8: 3 — G. Ephesians 
4: 1—9 The 1st Epistle of John 1: 
Mathew, 3: 13—17. St. John 3: 1 



16. 10: 1—50. 28: 18—20. St. Luke 
24: 45 — 53. If you wish another ad- 
dress on this subject, you have only to 
let me know, nnd it shall be attended 
lo. Yours trulv, 

JOSEPH SMITH. Jr. 

N. B. If Bishop Partridge, or if the 
church have not made a purchase of 
your land, and if Ihere is not any one 
who feels a particular interest in mak- 
ing the purchase, you will hold it in re- 
serve for us; we will purchase it of 
you at the proposals that you made to 
Mr. Barlow. We think the church 
would be wise in making the contract, 
therefore, if it is not Made before we J 
are liberated, we will make it. 

Yours &c. 

JOSEPH SMITH, Jr. 



For the Times and Seasons. 

Messrs. Editors. 

The High Council of this 
place has directed that I should say, 
that they have learned that your em- 
barrassed situation, much presses you 
for funds to defray the unavoidable 
expenses attending your printing es- 
tablishment. And having learned that 
from your subscribers and natrons, 
funds for tho benefit of your press, have 
been sent by the bauds of some per- 
sons whose integrity might have been 
thought pure, who have nec dlcssly 
prevented such funds from reaching] 
the place of destination. The high 
council wish a public expression of 
their entire disapprobation, to anv, and 
all such acts of detentions of monies, 
intended for either the press, or any 
other use in the church. 

The high council lament their pov- 
erty, in not being able, as agents for 
the church, to sustain the press, with 
funds necessary to effect a work so in- 
teresting and needful. One so much 



desired, and looked for, by our friends 
in the East, who, no doubt, desire fo 
be often informed concerning the situ- 
ation of us in the West; particularly 
since the Missouri outrage was com- 
mitted on us. For the satisfaction of 
our friends, I might here say, that in 
contrasting our present situation with 
what it was one year ago, it should 
long since, have frorn^ us all, called 
forth the liveliest sensation of grati- 
tude, and with homage have been ten- 
dered to our heavenly Benefactor; t that 
He who scattered Israel, has wisely and 
mercifully directed our escape from 
the vengeance of atyranMvho, through 
an unhallowed clan, dealt unmerciful- 
ly to us, a train of aillicting circum- 
stances of evils, that thrust upon us 
evcQts of that foul and malicious trag- 
edy, that forced from our bosoms to 
martyrdom, so manv, who, to gather 
with the saints, left the land of their na- 
tivity and friend^ and located them- 
selves wi;hus in the West. Tl.cy are 
gone hence, rnd to our care, and pro- 
tection, are left widows, orphans, and 
emaciated, and broken constitutions, 
that often terminate in martyrdom, by 
premature deaths, being brought on by 
sufferings and cruelties from a ruthless 
bandity of Governor Eoggs, whose 
edict on us of exilement, forced us 
from our houses and the State, at an 
inclement season of the year. Imag- 
ination seemed nearly baflled for a 
time, where to find a resting place be- 
neath the heavens. 

But can we be permitted to congrat- 
ulate the heavens, the church and the 
whole world, that we have located our- 
selves amid the republicans of the Stale 
of Illinois; about fifty miles above 
Quincy on the Mississippi River, in 
that Stale; where we have bought 
land, laid out a city, commenced build- 
ing settling &c. The printing estab- 
lishment, lor a time, lingered by rea- 
son of long and tedious illness of the 
Editors; but is now in a promisory pros- 
perous operation, excepting a lack of 
funds needful to defray the inevitable 
expenses — for who but must know that 
it requires cash to prepare, and pro- 
cure a suitable building, materials, pa- 
per, ink, &C to enable them to print 
the first paper, and who can expect pa- 
pers sent to them, without advancing 
the pay — or what elder acts wisely, as 
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nn agent, who needlessly detains mo- 
n'es from the press. 

The council requires that notice be 
published in your paper, that they ex- 
press their disapprobation to all, and 
any needless detentions of any monies, 
that are, or shall be appropriated 
and intended for the press, or for s.ny 
other purpose in the church. And 
that any, and all persons of our church 
who shall hereafter, needlessly detain 
anv such monies, that this council 
resolve to discountenance any, and all 
such acts, and offending persons. 

Done by order and vote of the Pres- 
idency, and high council, at Nauvoo, 
Illinois, Jan. 26, 1840. 

II. G. SHERWOOD, Scribe. 



COMMERCE, ILL. FEU. 1840. 



> % In this No. we publish a letter writ- 
•ten by Joseph Smith jr. while confined 
in prison, in Missouri, addressed to Dr. 
Isaac Galland, of this place. 

We would call the attention of our 
readers to a careful perusal of said let- 
ter, as it shows the bold, frank, and 
independent spirit which prevaded the 
breast of Prcs't. Smith, while under the 
most adverse circumstances possible; 
also, his unshaken confidence in those 
(hings which we know, "which we 
have heard, which we have seen with 
our eyes, which we have looked upon, 
and our hands have handled v of l£c 
word of life.** . 

Having a knowledge of the truth of 
those things of which he had testified, 
and which he had taught to the children 
of men; and knowing, also, that pro- 
mulgating these principles, would se- 
cure to himself, as it had to the saints, 
in all ages of the world, the hatred 
malice and envy, of the wicked and 
ungodly; who love darkness rather 



than light, because their deeds are evil; 
therefore, when the pure principles of 
the gospel are declared unto them, they 
are ready to do any thing in their pow- 
er, to destroy that person who dares 
thus plainly to decb re the whole counsel 
of God; he was therefore prepared, in a 
great degree, for whatever persecution 
the enemies of righteousness and truth* 
were disposed to heap upon him: con- 
sequcntly, when mobs raged, and per- 
secution had reared its hydra head, 
and death with all its horrors, stared 
him full in I ho face, he stood firm and 
unshaken, having an assurance that 
He who had promised, was faithful 
and would deliver to the uttermost, 
all those who put their trust in him. 
r The letter from Dr. Galland, of 
which he speaks, was respecting a tract 
of land, of some 10 or 20,000 acres, 
situated in the southern extremity of 
Iowa Territory, and known as a part of 
the Half Breed laud. This land has 
been purchased by Bishop Knight, for 
the church and some 10.000 acres be- 
sides in the same tract. , 
We have several epistles, written to 
the church, by Pres't. Smith while 
a prisoner, which we intend to lay be- 
fore our readers in their proper time 
and place. 



HELP! HELP!! 
In almost every letter we rcceivo 
from tlie travelling Elders, strong so- 
licitations are made for other Elders 
to come to their assistance, as the work 
of the Lord is pressing its way into 
almost all parts of the land; from 
city to city, from town to town, and 
from neighborhood to neighborhood: 
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even the Islands of the Sea have been I 
saluted with the sound of the everlast- 
ing gospel, and have listened with in- 
tense anxiety to the glad tidings of 
great joy, which have been communi- 
cated to them by the servants of God; 
and thousands have been made to re- 
joice ""n the fullness of the gospel of 
our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, 
through their instrumentality. 

These things cheer us, and fill our 
hearts with gratitude to him who has 
said "that he would set his hand again 

the second time to recover the remnant 

of his people, which shall be left, from 
Assyria, and from Egypt, and from 
Pathros, and from Cush, and from 

Elam, and from Shinar, and from Ha- 
math, and from the Islands of the Sea. 
And he shall set up an ensign for the 
nations, and shall assemble the outcast? 
of Israel, and gather together the dis- 
persed of Judah t'rorn the four corners 
of the earth. Which work he has com- 
menced, and called upon many fishers 
to fish them, [the children of Israel,] 
and after will I send, saith the Lord, 
for many hunters and they shall hunt 
them from every mountain, and from 
every hill, and out of the holes of the 
rocks. 

Many of those fishers and hunters 
have gone forlh to accomplish the 
mission, whereunto God has called 
them, and we almost daily hear of their 
success in the ministry, and of the 
great blessings and joy which they re- 
ceive, while performing their Master's 
will: — while others, within the circle 

of our acquaintance, who have receiv- 
ed the same high and holy calling, 
tarry at home; some to prepare places 
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and provision for their families, while 

they shall be absent, warning men 
every where to repent, and be baptiz- 
ed for the remission of sins, and. re-* 
ceive the gift of the Holy Ghost, which 
is promised unto all those who believe 
in Christ and obey his commandments. 
And again, there are some few, (we 
are sorry to have it to say,) who, in- 
stead of magnifying their calling, as 
becomes men of God, spend a good 
share of their time in idleness, and 
vain and foolish conversation, which 
propehteth nothing; but rather brings 
leanness and barrenness of soul; which 
is plainly to be seen in those of whom 
we are speaking, by the bed exam- 
ples which ihev^sct, in squandering a 
portion of their timo at public places, 
where poison is dealt to the unwary, 
and those of intemperate habits; and 
perhaps they occasionally, yea, we 
fear, too often partake of the bane- 
ful cup; notwithstanding it is in direct 
opposition to the word of the Lord, 
given in the word of wisdom, as al- 
so, to the better feelings of man. If 
this was the only act of intemperence 
which has come under our observation, 
we should have been content to let the 
subject pass, for the present, with the 
foregoing remarks: but as there are 
other evil practices, which are calcula- 
ted to retard the progress of the saint, 
in his spiritual walk, we feel it our du- 
ty Ui give them a brief notice at this 
time; such as the use of tobacco and 
other intoxicating nauseates, which 
tend to destroy the influence of the 
Holy Spirit, as it dwells not in unholy 
temples, but is an inmate of the bosom 
of those who live by every word which 
poceedsfroni the mouth of God. 

Better, far better, would it be for 
those, who thus suffer the best of their 
I days to pkss unoccupied, and they led 
away by the allurements of the world 
and the temptations of satan, to the 
comission of acts of unrighteousness, 
and indulge themselves in evil and un- 
holy practices, were they vigorously 
engaged in the cause which they have 
espoused, proclaiming the everlasting 
gospel to the inhabitants of the earth, 
and warning them to flee from the 
wrath to come; being instant in season 
and out of season, prepared at all tim es 
to go to the assistance of their fellow 
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laborers, when called upon, in such 
strong terms, for help. 

We sincerely hope, for the sake of 
the elders, and the cause of truth, that 
This will be the last time we shall be 
under the painful necessity of noticing 
those evils of which we have spoken; 
but rather, that we may have the grat- 
ification of seeing every man stand in 
his proper place approved. 



We give in this number a list of 
Agents, for the Times and Seasons; 
they are men in whom we repose the 

utmost confidence, as far as our ac- 
quaintance extends: The most of them 

are ministers of the Lo\d Jesus, sent 
forth to proclaim the everlasting gos- 
pel to the nations of the earth; their 
exertions have been untiring, iu cn- 
deavortng to build up and establish the 
kingdom of God; they with many oth- 
ers, have labored under many difficul- 
ties and privations, and stood the test 
of persecution thus far, while the press, 
the powerful engine for diffusing truth 
to the ends of the earth, which supports 
the same cause with themselves, has 
labored, and toiled under the most try- 
ing circumstances possible, and has 
been thrice destroyed by the enemies 
of truth; but, brethren and friends, 
the press is again endeavoring to rear 
itself; and inasmuch, as it is your ob- 
ject to publish the glad tidings of sal- 
vation, and diffuse light and intelli- 
gence to the human family, the press 
is with you, your cause then, is the 
cause of the press, and we have only 
to say, we want your aid, we want 
your influence, and also the influence 
of every lover of truth and righteous- 
ness, that the press may be established 
on a sure bases; that while you are 
lifting up the warning voice according 
to your abilities, that the press may 
strengthen your hands, by sending 
forth light, and penetrating all parts 
of the earth with its testimony; which 
testimony, we hope will grow brighter 
and brighter, and never cease, until the 
earth shall be filled with the knowledge 
of the Lord; and vice shall have taken 
its exit to its own place, and truth and 
peace, shall have commenced its uni- 
versal reign throughout the vast em- 
pire of God. 



FROM THE ELDERS. 

In order that it may be known who the 
laborers are that are pruning the Lord's 
vineyard, we feel it our duty, as well us 
a privilcdge. to lay before our readers, 
either by summary or entire, as many 
of the communications received from 
the travelling eiders as there is room or 
space so to do; knowing that the labor- 
ers in the North, are pleased to hear 
from those who are laboring in the 
South, and those in the East, to hear 
from th'j West, and those in the West 
to hen r from the Islands of the Sea: 
for a knowledge of the spread of the 
gospel, is that which is calculated to 
gladden the heart and enliven the soul 
of every faithful laborer; and also, to 
stimulate tiiosc who have gone to their 
farms, and to their merchandize, (like 
the appostles of old to their netts) to 
gird on their armour, and go forth into 
the vineyard of the Lord, and labor 
with their mights, that no man shall 
take their crown. — En. 

Jackson County, III. Dec. 20th 1639. 

Dear brethren in the Lord, having 
a few leisure moments I have taken my 
pen in hand to write a few lines to let 
you know what I have been doing since 
I saw you. I left Far West last Janua- 
ry the 14th, and after a few days travel 
fell in company with Elder Jeremiah 
Mackley; we hdd three meetings in the 
State of Missouri, in the neighborhood 
of St. Charles; from thence we steered 
our course for this State, and after a 
few days travel we found ourselves 
in Jackson County where we com- 
menced publishing the gospel, and very 
soon the honest in heart began to cm- 
brace tho truth, after we had introduced 
eight souls into the kingdom and a num- 
ber more believing. Br. .Mackley was 
warned to leave and return to his fam- 
ily; then the whole burden rested on 
me; but the Lord was with me and con- 
firmed my worts with signs following; 
the sick were healed, and that not a few, 
ind devils cast out also. I kept up a 
regular march until I had baptized 23, 
when Elder Benjamin Clapp arrived; 
we then with united force, pushed forth 
the conquest until we baptized 10 more; 
we then organized them into branches 
and departed to travel to the south. I 
have just returned from the south and 
have found the / brcthen still firm in 
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the faith, except a few who have tum- 
bled over to try the faith of others as is 
usual. We had very good success for 
the time 1 stayed in the south, we held 
25 meetings in McNary County Ten- 
nessee, and baptized 14 persons; we held 
5 meetings in Tishamingo county, State 
of Mississippi and baptized 6 persons, 
and left a number who were believing. 
Br. B. Clapp is still preaching in the 
State of Mississippi and desires other 
Elders to come to his assistance. 

I have understood that you are pub- 
lishing the papers again, and I have ta- 
ken some names, and have recieved the 
pay for the same, and if you will send 
the papers you shall have the pay for 
them when 1 come; I will come by A- 
pril conference if the Lord will; 1 de- 
sire an interest in the prayers of the 
saints. I feel to exhort the young El- 
ders, who am young also, to gird on 
their armour, walk out into the field and 
commence reaping, for the harvest is 
truly plentious and the laborers few. — 
The sooner we preach the go? pel, the 
sooner we will have rest, for God can- 
not, in rightousn^ss, bring about the 
Milleiniurn until all are warned. No 
more at present, only yours &c. 

J. D. HUNTER. 
Robinson & Smith. 



many friends who were very kind, and 
administered to my wants. 1 continu- 
ed preaching in Overton during the 
winter, in the spring I commenced bap- 
tizing, and with the assistance of Br. 
Lewis, who came here and stayed a few 
days, seventeen were united with the 
church. Soon after this Br. Lee, and 
Stewart came to this country; 1 went 
with Lee into Jackson co. where we 
baptized twenty one more; Elder Stew- 
art baptized two in White co.. Broth- 
ers Steward and Lee, relumed homo 
to their families. 

Thus, I have given a short history 
of my travels, and success since 1 saw 
you. I must acknowledge that my 
success has not been great, but consid- 
ering the difficulties under which 1 have 
labored, arising from the great prejudi- 
ces of the people, in consequence of 
hearing so many fabulous stories con- 
cerning our difficulties in Missouri: ta- 
king tVise and many other things into 
consideration, it cannot be expected 
that the work will be so readily re- 
ceived in this country as in the north. 

Yours &c. 
JULIAN MOSES. 



Monroe, Dec. 11*4, 1S39. 
Bn. D. C. Smith. 

Dear Sir, 

Having recently had 
an opportunity to bear from you, and 
the brethren in III. by way of br. Geo. 

Gee. who has just come to this place; 1 
take the present opportunity to address 
you. I do not wish to trouble you with a 
very tedious letter, but shall proceed to 
give a short account of my travels, and 
success in the ministry, since I left 
you, and Elder George Smith, in wes- 
tern Tenn. From the place I left you 
I travelled eastward about one hundred 
miles, where I had an Opportunity of 
preaching a few times, but the prejudi- 
ces, and opposition of the people were 
so great, that I did not think it profita- 
ble to stay in that region of country, 
consequently I left, and continued trav- 
eling eastward, the distance of one hun- 
dred miles or more; where I again 
commenced preaching, (in Overton co. 
Tenn.) here, I had some success, the 
way opened before me, and I found 



Dec. 31, 1830. 

Cross Keys, Union District, S. C f 

Ba. Robinson. 

Having concluded the pub- 
lic services, usually performed by the 
servants of God on his Holy Day; I 
propose to spend the evening, in ad- 
dressing a few lines to you, that you 
and others may know something con- 
cerning the moral condition of this 
part of our Lord's vineyard. 

I have been here something more 
than a mouth, and preached in various 
parts of the district. On my first arrU 
val,l found br. E. M. Murphy, with 
whom you are acquainted; and with 
whom I have found au asylum, till the 
present time. Here also, i found a 
few; who through the instrumentality 
of br. Murphy, and the use of his hooks, 
were believing the gospel. I preach- 
ed a few discourses, and baptized four 
persons, many others are believing. — 
j Since that, I have continued preaching 
two or three times a week, and do not 
know how long I may continue. — 
There are plenty of priests here, plen- 
ty of professors, and plenty of all kinds 
of religion, that of Jesus Christ except- 
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ed. The preaching of the Gospel here, 
produces the samo effects, that the 
preaching of the sams doctrine has 
in all places, and in all ages of the 
world, viz: all manner of abuse from 
hypocrites and vagabonds. Neverthe- 
less, a tribute of thanksgiving and grat- 
itude, is due to the author of all good, 
for in all my travels, during the List 
six months, through as many as eight 
different States, extending from the 
Mississippi to the Atlantic; he has not 
at any time left me at night without a 
place to lay my head; nor without a 
sufficient of food, to supply the de- 
mands of nature. I send you the names 
of five subscribers for the Times and 
Seasons, if the money will not answer 
your purpose send it back, and we will 
pay silver as soon as it can be sent. If 
any of our books can be obtained at 

Commerce, please notice it in your pa- 
per. , 

Yours in the 

Gospel bonds. 

LYSANDER M. DAVIS. 



The following is a short extract 
from a letter written by Elder Orson 
Pratt, to his wife in this place, under 
date of January 6th, 18 40. 

I am well and hearty, after mailing 
the last letter to you in Pa. I went to 
Philadelphia, on Saturday the 21st of 
December, there I found President J. 
Smith jr.; he had just arrived from 
Washington city, where he had been 
about 3 weeks— 4 or 5 days after, 
Judge Higbee, with Porter Rockwell, 
came to Philadelphia; they arc well. 
1 wrote to P. P. Pratt to come and see 
Pres't. Smith; he did so, and probably 
will go to Washington with him in a 
few days. 1 staid with brother Smith, 
in Philadelphia, about 8 days; we then 
took the rail road, and went some 35 
or 40 miles, to a large branch of the 
church in Monmouth co. N. J. which 
numbers 00 members: there I left him 
on new year's day, and came to N. Y. 
where I am at present. Elder Win- 
chester had when I left Philadelphia, 
baptized 45 in that city, and several 
more had given in their names fur bap- 
tism, and scores bclioviug. I preached 
in Chester co. Pa. about two weeks, 
and I think I may wifely say there are 
hundreds believing. The work is pros- 
pering throughout all this region*. El- 
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ders Taylor, Woodruff, and Turley 
sailed for Liverpool, Dec. 18th, while 
I was in Pa. none of the rest of the 
Twelve have yet arrived. I hear that 
brothers Young and Kimball arc near 
Rochester in this state. I am all rea- 
dy to start for England, and am only 
waiting for company. If some of the 
rest do not arrive soon, 1 think 1 shall 
start alone. There is a great call for 
books of Mormon. P. P. Pratt has an- 
other book printed, larger than the 
Voice of Warning, entitled the Mil- 
lenium, and Qthdr poems, an J a piece 
on the eternal duration of matter. 



We learn virbally from Elder John 
E. Page, that within a few weeks past, 
he has baptized nine in the lower part 
of this county, about 8 miles south 
west from Carthage, and twenty from 
this place. Among those who embrac- 
ed the gospel in that place is Mr. Sid- 
ney Knowlton and family,who have for 
several years been zealous members of 
the Campbcllite society, and are per- 
sonally acquainted with the leaders of 
that sect, consequently have become 
perfectly acquainted with all the prin- 
ciples of that doctrine; they are of the 
opinion that if Messrs. Campbell, Scott 
and others, had been attentive hearers 
to the lectures which had been deliver- 
ed in tfteir place, they would have be- 
come Mormons also. Br. Knowlton is 
one of the first citizens of Hancock co. 
and ranks with the first class of scien- 
tiGc Farmers. Elder Fage, by the 
voice of that Branch of the church, or- 
dained John J. DeGraw, to the olfico 
of an Elder. 



From a letter written Nov. 7th, 1839. 
by Br's. Daniel, and Norman 13. Shear- 
er, we learn that they have beeu bu- 
sily engaged for tiie cause of the lie- 
deem;*; since they left this place, 
Sept. 14lh, they had held twenty eight 
meetings, and baptized three, one of 
the number was formerly a Methodist 
preacher; some faithful elder is request- 
ed to call and instruct them more per- 
fect ly.^ They live three miles South 
of Pekin, Tazwell co. III. 

Elder Jacob K. Chapman, writes 
from Harrison, Henry co. Indiana, un- 
der uateof Jan. 3th 1S10. lie informs 
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edge of the covenants which I have 
made with thy fathers. And I will 
make him great in mine eyes: for he 
shall do my work. And he shall be 
great like unto Mcses, whom I have 
said I would raise up unto you, to de- 
liver my people, O house of Israel. — 
And Moses will I raise up, to deliver 
thy people out of the land of Egypt — 
But a seer will I raise up out of the 
fruit of thy loins; and unto him will I 
give power to bring forth my word 
'unto the seed of thy loins: and not to 
the bringing forth my word only, saith 
the Lord, but to the convincing them 
of my word, which shall have already 
gone forth among them. Wherefore* 
the fruit of thy loins shall write; and 
the fruit of the loins of Judah shall 
write; and that which shall be written 
1 by the fruit of thy loins, and also that 
| which shall be written by the fruit of 
the loins of Judah, shall grow togeth- 
er, unto the confounding of false doc- 
trines, and laying down of contentions, 
and establishing peace among the fruit 
of thy loins, and bringing them to the 



us that there is a great call for preach- 
ing in that section of country. 

u Here is room (lie says) for several 
Elders," he had baptized two worthy 
members, and many were anxiously 
enquiring into the work. 

For the benefit of those who do not 
have the book of Mormon, and to stir 
up those who have, to peruse its valua- 
ble pages more strictly, we extract the 
following chapter. 

And ndw I speak unto you, Joseph, 
mv last born. Thou wast bcrn in the 
wilderness of mine afflictions; yea, in 
the days of my greatest sorrow, did thy 
mother bear thee. And may the Lord 
consecrate also unto thee this land, 
for thine inheritance and the inher- 
itance of thy seed with thy brethren, 
for thy security forever, if it so be that 
ye shall keep the commandments of the 
Holy One of Israel. And now, Joseph 
my last born whom I have brought out 
of the wilderness of my a/llictipns, 
may the Lord bless thee forever, for thy 
seed shall not utterly be destroyed. — 

For behold, thou art the fruit of my jknowlcge of their fathers in the latter 
loins; and I am a decendant of Joseph, days; and also to the knowledge of 

my covenants, saith the Lord. And 
out of weakness he shall be made 



who was carried captive into Egypt. 
And great were the covenants of the 
Lord, which he made unto Joseph;! 
wherefore, Joseph truly saw our day.' 
And he obtained a premise of the Lord, 
that out of the fruit of his loins, the 
Lord God would raise up a righteous 
branch unto the house of Israel; not 
the Messiah, but a branch was to be 
broken off; nevertheless, to be remem- 
bered in the covenants of the Lord, 



strong, in that day when my work 
shall commence among all my peoble, 
unto the restoring thee, O house of 
Israel, saith the Lord. And thus 
prophesied Joseph, saying: Behold, 
that seer will the Lord bless; and they 
that seek to destroy him, shall be con- 
founded: for this promise, of which I 
have obtained of the Lord, of the fruit 
that the Messiah should be made man- 1 of thy loins, shall be fulfilled. Behold, 
ifest unto them in the latter days, in II am sure of the fulfilling of this prom- 
the spirit of power, unto the bringing ise. And his name shall be called af- 
ot them out of darkness unto light; ter me; and it shall be after the name 
yea, out of hidden darkness and out of ji of his father. And he shall be like un- 
captivity unto freedom. For Josephjito me; for the things which the Lord 
truly testified, saying: A secr.shall the [shall bring forth by his hand, by tho 
Lord my God raise up, who shall be power of the Lord shall bring my peo- 
a choice seer unto the fruit of my| pie unto salvation; yea, thus prophesi- 
loins. Yea, Joseph truly said, thus i ed Joseph, I am sure of this thing, even 
saith the Lord unto me: A choice as I am sure of the promise of Moses: 
seer will I raise up out of the fruit of for the Lord hath said unto me, I will 
thy loins; and he shall be esteemed I preserve thv seed forever. And tho- 



highly amoiiff the fiuit of thv loins. — 
And unto him will I give command- 
ment, that he shall do a work for the 
fruit of thy loins, his brethren, which 
shall be of groat worth unto them, even 
to the bringing of them to the knowl- 1 



Lord hath said, I will raise up a Mo- 
ses; and I will give po^pr unto him 
in a rod; and I will give judgment unto 
him in writing. Yet I will not loose 
his tongue, that he shall speak much: 
for I will not make him mighty ia 
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speaking. But I will write unto him II 
my law, by the finger of mine own 
hand; and I will make a spokesman 
for him. And the Lord said unto me 
also, I will raise up unto the fruit of 
thy loins; and I will make for him a 
spokesman- And I, behold, I will give 
unto him, that he shall write the wri- 
ting of the fruit of thy loins, unto the 
fruit of thy loins; and the spokesman 
of thy loin> shall declare it. And the 
words which he shall write, shall be 
the words which are expedient in my 
wisdom, should go forth unto the fruit 
of thy loins. And it shall be as if the 
fruit of thy loins had cried unto them 
from the dust: for I know their faith. 
And they shall cry from the dust; yea, 
even repentance unto their brethren, 
even after jnany generations have 
gone by them. And it shall come to 
pass that their cry shall go, even ac- 
cording to the simpleness of their 
words. Because of their faith, their 
words shall proceed forth out of nr.- 
mouth unto their brethren, who are 
the fruit of thy loins; and the weak- 
ness of their words will I make strong 
in their faith, unto the remembering 
of my covenant which 1 made unto thy 
fathers. 

And now, behold, my son Joseph, 
after this manner did my father of old 
prophesy. Wherefore, because of this 
covenant thou art blessed: for thy seed 
shall not be destroyed, for they shall 
hearken unto the words of the book. — 
And there shall raise up one mighty 
among them, who shall do much good, 
both in word and in deed, being an 
instrument in the hands of God, with 
exceeding faith, to work mighty won- 
ders, and to do that thing which is great 
in the sight of God, unto the bringing 
to pass mu'ch restoration unto the house 
of Israel, and unto the seed of thy 
brethren. And now, blessed art thou, 
Joseph. Behold, thou art little; where- 
fore, hearken unto the words of thv 
orother Nephi, and it shall be done 
unto thee, even according to the words 
which I have spoken. Remember the 
words of thy dying father. Amen. 

INFORMATION WANTED. 
Mrs. Clansy S. Smith, of Jaekson- 
vil Morgan County Illinois,is very anx- 
ious to obtain information concerning 
her father and brother, Mr. Asa Lv_ 



man and Asa Lyman Jr. the last ac- 
count from them was in August, 1838, 
they were then in the Maumee country 

01)10. , , < ' ( . , . 

Any information from them or from 
any person who may have any knowl- 
edge where they are, will greatly al- 
leviate the family of a Daughter and 
friends. f 

Editors in that country are requested 
to notice the above. 



IMPORTANT TO EDITORS. 
The following is an extract from the in- 
structions recently addressed to all the post- 

masters of the United States by the Postmas- 
ter General: 

"Postmaters may enclose mo"ney in a let- 
ter to a publisher of a newspaper, to pav the 
subscription of a third person, and frank tho 
letter, it written by himself." 

This liheral regulation will he highly advan- 
tageous to the interest of the newspaper preo, 
and therefore favorable to the general distri- 
bution of public information. — N. Y. Era. 

Postscript— Just as our paper was going to 
press, we received a letter from Philadelphia, 
stating that a conference had been held in 
tiat city, Jan. 14, at which J. Smith ir. and 
S. Rigdon presided; the work has got strong 
.mid there; thousands believing. News from 
Washing ton, favorable as could be expected. 

OBITUARY. 



DIED— In Quincy, on the 13th of 
August Charles Son of Joeeph & Phebe 
Knights, aged 2 years 9 month 3 10 

days. 

In this Place Nov. 27, Sally Blod- 

get, consort of Neuman Hlodjret aaed 
34 years. ° 



In Quincy, June 10th, 1839, Hy- 

ram \\. Petagrew aged 13 years, 6 
months. , 

~ — ^ Nashville, Lee county Iowa 
Territory, August 13th, 1839, Martha 
Wen, daughter, of James and Pollv 
GofTaged 7 months and 25 days. 

In Nashville, Septemper I2th 1839 

Margeret Elizabeth, daughter of James 
and Polly (loflj aged 5 years 5 months 
and fifteen days. 

Ia Leo co. Iowa Territory, July 

21st, 1839, John A. Wyman, 'son of 
John, and Polly Wyman, aged, 7 
years. 19 days. 

— — Near Carthage, at tho house of 
Noah Pacha i d. on tho 16th of Oct. 
Miss Caroline Rogers, formerly from 
Mc Do Dough co. N. Y. aged," about 
22 years. 
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Makiued, — In this place No*. 24th 
1S39, by Elder Levi Jack man, Mr. 
Artcmus Johnson, to Miss Almira 
Avers; both of this Town. 

*-r-, In Montebello, on the 2Sth Dec. 

by the same, Mr. Naham Curtis, to 
Mrs. Delia Richardson. 

In this place by Elder T. Gro- 

ver Mr. George Smifh, to MUs Eliza- 
beth Forney. 

In Lee co. Iowa Territory, on 

the 23rd of January 1840, by El- 
der Charles C. Rich, Mr. Thomas 
Rich, to Miss Henrietta Peck. 

For the Times and Seasons. 

ZIOtf IN CAPTIVITY. 

A LAMENTATION. 

DV P. P. PBATT, WHILE CHAINED IN 

PRISON. 

Torn from our friends, and captive led 
'Mid armed legions, bound in chains; 

That peace for which our Fathers bled, 
'Tis gone, and dire confusion reigns. 

Zion our peaceful happy home, 

Where oft we've joined in praise 
and prayer, 
A desolation has become, 

And grief and sorrow lingers there. 

Her virgins sigh, her widows mourn, 
Her children for their parents weep; 

In chains her priests and prophets groan. 
While some in death's cold arms do 
sleep. 

Exultingly, her savage foes, J 
Now ravage,steal, and plunder, where 

A virgins tears, and widow's woes 
Become their song of triumph there. 

How long, O Lord! will thou forsake 
The saints, who tremble at thy word? 

Awake! O urm of God, awake! 

And teach the nations thou art God. 

Descend with all thy holy throng, 
The year of thy redeemed bring near, 

Haste, haste, the day of vengeance on, 
Bid Zion's children dry their tears. 

Deliver Lord, thy captive saints, 

And comfort those who long have 
inounrd; 

Bid Zion cease her dire complaints, 
And all creation cease to mourn. 
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A HISTORY, OF THE 
PERSECUTION, OF THE CHURCH 
OF JESUS CHRIST, OF LAT- 
TER DAY SAINTS IN 
MISSOURI. 

CONTINUED. 

In August, 1S3G, the saints commen- 
ted settling upon their new location, 
in great numbers; and made prepara- 
tions for the coming winter, by con- 
structing comfortable dwellings for 
themselves, and gathering as much 
food for their cuttle, horses <^c. as their 
straitened circumstances woi_Id permit. 
Here they settled with the fond antici- 
pation of being permitted to dwell in 
quietness and peace upon their posses- 
lions without molestation; consequent- 
ly large entries of the public lands were 
made by individuals of the society, and 
extensive farms were soon opened; 
those who had not means to purchase 
lands, were under the necessity of 
loaning it of the citizens, at very high 
rates of per centagc, frequently' being 
compelled to pay fifty per cent. Oth- 
ers who could not obtain money by 
loan, would procure two ox three 
months provision for their families, and 
then go to Fort Leavensworth or else- 
where, and work until they bad earn- 
ed enough to enter a forty or an eigh- 
ty acre tract; thus by dint of hardla- 
borand untiring perseverance, almost 
every man, in a few months found 
himself in the possession of sufficient 
land to make a good farm. Jn a few 
months nearly or quite all the best land 
of the territory, now known as Cald- 
well county, was purchased by the 
saints, several hundred buildings erect- 
ed, and great preparations made for a 
crop the coming season. A principal 
part of the old inhabitants sold out and 
moved away, which however, were but 
few, there being only about fifteen or 
twenty families in the county. 

Commencing a settlement at this 
season of the year, they were obliged 
to procure all their provision for them- 
selves, and grain for their stock in the 
adjoining counties, and transport it 



1 some thirty or forty miles, which was 
a great detriment to the extensive im- 
provements they were making. At 
the session of the Legislature, in the 
winter of 1836 — 7 an act was pas&d, 
calling the territory upon which th« 
saints hud settled, Caldwell co. The 
following spring it was duly organized, 
with proper officers, both civil and miU 
itary. The emigration increased verv 
rapidly, so much so, that notwithstand*. 
ing the town of Far West had beed laid 
out, and was building up very fast, vel 
several families, in the spring of 18- 
37, moved still further north into the 
county of Daviess, some of whom en- 
tered lands and settled upon them, then* 
being one township then in market 
which lay on the south side of the coun- 
ty, and immediately adjoinim" Cald- 
well on the north. * Others purchased 
pre-emtion rights, and settled upon the 
public domain, which was not in mar- 
ket, under the privilege of the pre-em- 
tion law. 

Some time in the month of July, a 
mob spirit began to manifest itseifin 
Daviess co. which continued to in- 
crease, until finally a lawless band of 
desparadoes some twenty or thirty, 
headed by Mr- Adam Black, a Justice 
of the Peace, and Mr. Pcnniston a Co- 
lonel in the militia, went from house to 
house and warned every man, belong- 
ing to our society, to leave the bounty 
on or before a certain day by them 
specified, which was not fur distant, or 
sutler the consequences, as they had 
resolved upon that day to clear the 

every Mormon in it. This 
intelligence, however, was not as terri- 
fying as it might have been, had this 
been the first time that it had been pro- 
claimed in the ears of the saints, but 
[they, being made familiar with the 
sound in Jackson and Clay counties, 
were disposed to treat the subject at 
this time properly; therefore they in- 
formed this lawless banditti, that as for 
the day, it might come and go like all 
other days, but if it brought a mob 
with it they might expect a warm re- 
ception as every man would be at home 
well prepared for oil such visitors; and 
as it respected leaving the county, that. 



or, 
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|hey would nofcflo upon any considera- 
! ion whatever. This hud the desired 
effect, for the day came and passed oil' 
Without any molestation, with the ex- 
ception, of a few more threats being 
made on the part of the rnob, which 
fcoondied away, and the idea of driving 
was hushed for the present. 

I#thc mean fitne, the citizens of 
Caldwell were making every exertion 
to improve that county. The town of 
Far West was laid out one mile square, 



1 isles of the sea: and whither they are r 



none of us knoweth, save that we know 
that they have been led away. And 
since that they have been led away, 
these things have been prophesied con- 
cerning them, and also concerning nil 
those who shall hereafter be scattered 
|and be confounded, because of the Ho- 
ly One of Jsrcal: for against him will 
they harden their hearts; wherefore, 
they sha! I be scattered among all na- 
tions, and shall be hated bv all men. 



and the most of the lots sold; nud in >* Nevertheless, after that they have been 



one year from the time of the first set- 
tlement in. Caldwell, there were from 
one hundred to one hundred and fifty 
dwelling houses erected in that place, 
six dry good stores in operation, one 
grocery and several mechanic shops. 
There were in the county, nearly or 
quite three hundred farms opened and 
several thousand acres under cultiva- 
tion also, four saw and five grist mills 
doing good business. Thus we can see 
that in the short space of one year, the 
solitary place was m:,de glad for them, 
and the wilderness was converted into 
fruitful field. 



EXTRACT FROM THE I30CI: C? 

MORTON. 

A Bitlcr feuiuaia cannot bring forth 
sweet tcater: — Christ. 

And now it c^me topui that after I, 
Nephiv after that I hud read these 
tilings which were engraven upon !he 
plates of brass, my brcthen came unto 
me and said unto me. What meaneth 
these things which ye have read? Be- 



nursed by the Gentiles, and the Lord 
hath lifted up his hand upon the Gen- 
tiles and set them up for a standard 
and their children shall be carried in 
their arms, and their daughters sliali be 
carried upon their shoulders, behold, 
these things of which arc spoken, are 
temporal: for thus is the covenants of 
the Lord with our fathers; and it mean- 
eth us in the days to come, and also all 
our brethren who are of the House of 
Israel. And it meaneth that the time 
cometh that after all the House of Is- 
rael have been scattered and confoun- 
ded, that the Lord God will raise up a 
mighty nation among the Gentiles, 
yea, even upon the face of this land; 
and by them shall our seed be scattered. 
And after that our seed is scattered 
the Lord God will proceed to do a mar- 
velous work nmong the Gentiles, 
which shall be of great worth unto our 
seed; wherefore, it is" likened unto tba 
being nourished by the Gentiles, and 
being carried in their arms, and upon 
their shoulders. And it shall also bu 
of worth unto the Gentiles; and not on* 



hold, are they to be understood accor- 
ding to the spirit und not the llesh? Ij u nto the Gentiles but unto all the 
And I, Nephi, sayeth unto them, He- if House of Israel, unto the making known 
hold, they were mada manifest urrto 'j °f the covenants of the Father of Ileav- 



the prophet, by tho voice of the $i>int; 
for by the spirit are all tinners made 
known unto the prophet, which shall 
come upon the children of men. accord- 
ing to the flesh. Wherefore, the things 
of which I have read, ar^t hing.s per- 
taining to things both temporal and spir- 
itual: for it appears that tho House of 
Israel, sooner or later, will be scattered 
upon all tUe face of the earth, and also 
among all nations, and behold there 
are many who are already lost from 
:%ie kuowledge of those who are at Je- 
rusalem. Yea, the more part of all 
.the tribes have been led away: and 
fhey arc scatterd to and fro upon the; 



en unto Abraham, saying, In thy seed 
shall all the kindreds of the earth 
be blessed. And I would my bretheu, 
that ye should know that all the kin- 
dreds of the earth cannot be blessed, 
unless he shall make bare his ami in 
the eyes of all nations. Wherefore, 
the Lord God will proceed to make 
bare his arm hi the eyes of all nations, 
in bringing about his covenant and his 
gospel, unto those who are of the house 
of Israel. Wherefore, he will bring 
them again out of captivity and they 
shall be gathered together to the lands 
of their inheritance: and they shall be 
brought out of obscurity, aud out of 
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darkness; and they shall know that the {'A fid it shall come to pass that all those 



Lord is their Savior and their Redeem* I 
or, the mighty one of Israel. And the 
blood of that great and abominable 



who will not hear that prophet.shall b< 
cut off from among the people. And 
now I, Nephi, declare unto you, that 



church, which is the whore of ali the this prophet of whom Moses spake, was 
earth, shall turn upon their own heads; the Holy One of Israel wherefore be 



for they shall war among themselves, 
and the sword of their own hands shall 

■ 

fall upon their ow n beads, and they 
shall he drunken with their own blood. 
And every nation which shall war! 
ngaints thee, O house of Israel, shall be 
turned one against another, and they 
bhall full into the pit which thev digged 
to ensnare Clio people of the Lord.- — 

And all that fight against 555 oo, shall 

be destroyed. And that great wlure, 
who hath perverted trie right ways of 
i lie Ix>rd; yea, that great and ahomina- 
Lie church, shall tumble to the dust, and 
grea^hall be the fall of it- For behold,; 

saitfa the prophet, the time comcth 
speedily, that raft) fl shall have no more 

power over the hearts of the children 
of men: for the div soon comcth, that 
all the proud and they who do wicked- 
ly, shall be as a stubble; and the da'v 
cometh that they must be burned. — 
For the time soon cometh, th it the ful- 
ness of the wrath gf God shall be poured 
out upon all the children of men: for hej 
will not sutler that the wicked shall ; 

destroy the righteous. Wherefore he* 
will preserve, t i to righteous by hi:- 



shail texecute judgment in righteousness; 
and the righteous need not feur, for they 
are those who shall not be confounded. 
But it u the kingdom of the devil which 
shall be built up among the children of 
men. which kingdom is established a- 
mong them which are in (tie flesh: far 
Uie time speedily shall come, that all 
[churches whiea are built up to get gain, 
aud all those who arc built up to get 
power over the flesh, and those who are 
batlt up to become popular in the eyes 
of the world, and those who seek the 
lusfs of the flush and the things of 
the world, and to do aii manner 
of iniquity; yea, in fine, all those who 
belong to the kingdom of the devil, are 
they who need fear, and tremble, and 
quake; they are those who must bu 
brought low in the dust; thev arc those 
who mast be consumed us stubble: 
and this is according to the words of 
the prophet. And i\ig time cometh 
speedily that the righteous must be led 
up as calves of the stall, and the Holy 
Oucof Israel must reign indomituon 3 at:d 
might, aud (lower, aud groat glory. — 
And he galliereth his children from 
power, even if it so Le that, the fulness! the four quarters of the earth; and he 



of his wrath must come, and lhe riifh- 
Icons be preserved even untp the des- 
truction of their enemies by tire- — 
Wherefore the righteous need not fear: 
for thus saith the prophet, they shall 
he saved even if it so he a^ by fire. — 
Ileholdmy brethren,! say unto vou, 
that these things must shortly eotne 
yea, even blood, and fire, and vapor of 
smoke must come: and must needs 
be upon the face of this earth; and it 
cometh unto men according to the flesh; 
if it so be that they will harden their 
hearts against the Holy One of Israel 
for behold, the righteous shall not per- 
ish; for the time surely must come, that 
all they who fight against Zion, shall 
be cut off. Aud the I^ord will surely 
prepare a way for his people unto the 
fulfilling of the words of Moses, w hich 
he spake, sa ving: A prophet shall the 
Lord your God raise up unto you, like 
unto me; hint shall ye hear in all things 

whatsoever he shall say unto you. — 1| testify that a man must be obedient to 



aumbereth his sheep, and they know 
him; and there shall be one fold and one 
shepherd: and he shall feed it is sheep, 
and in him they shall find pasture. — 
And because oftl.e righteousness of his 
people, >atan has no power; wherefore, 
he cannot be loosed for the space of 
many years; for he hath no power 
over the hearts of the- people, for they 
dwell in righteousness* and the Holy 
One of Israel reignetii. And now bc» 
hold, I, Nephi. sny unto you tint all 
these tilings must come according to the 
flesh- But, behold,all ilations. kindreds, 
iongues,and people shall dwell safely m 
the Holy ( >ne of Israel, if it so be that 
they will repent, 

Aud now I, Nephi« make an end; for 
I durst not speak, further as yet, center- 
ing these things. Wherefore, my broth 
ren I would that ye should consider that 
the things which have been written up- 
on the plates of brass are true; and they 
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the commandments of God- Where- 
fore, ye need not suppose that I and 
my father are the only ones that have 
Testified, and also taught them. Where- 
fore, if ye shall be obedient to the com- 
mandments, and endure to the end. 
ye shall he saved* at the last day. — 
And thus it is. Amen. 



AN ADDRESS 

By Judge Higbee and Parley P. Pratt Min- 
isters ot the gospel, of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of u Latter-day Saints, 4 * to the citi- 
zens of Washington, and to the public in gen- 

< tiL 

Friends and Fellow-citizens: 

Aware of the anxiety of the public 
mind in relation to the faitii and principles 
of our society, and of the many erroneous no- 
tions which are abroad concerning then), and 
which are calculated to prejudice the mind 
before we can obtain a hearing, we cheerfully 
offer this address, in order to give some ini- 
formation of our real principles, and hope it 
will be perused in the spirit of candor in 
which' it is writton. 

The "Latter-Day Saints" believe in the 
true and living God, and in Jesus Christ, the 
son of God, who was crucified, according to 
the Scriptures, and who rose from the dead 
the third day. and is now seated at the light 
hand of God as a mediater. 

We also believe in the Holy Scriptures of 
the prophets and apostles, as being profitable 
f>r doctrine, rcproot.correction, and instruction 
in righteousness, and that all mysticism or 
private interpretation of them ought to be 
done away. The Scriptures should be 
taught, understood, and practised in their 
most plain, simple, easy, and literal sense, 
acording to the common laws and usage of 
•the language in which I hey stand — according 
to the legitimate meaning of words and sen- 
tences precisly the same as if found in any 
other book. 

Words are but signs of ideas; and if the 
Deity would communicate ideas to mankind 
by words, he must of necessity do it accor- 
ding to the laws of the language; otherwise 
the communication would be unintelligible 
or indefinite, and therefore unprofitable. — 
The prophetical and doctrinal writings con- 
tained in the Bible arc mostly adapted to the 
capacities of the simple and unlearned — to 
the common snnso of the people. They are 
designed to be understood and practised; 
.without which no one can profit by them. 

Tho gospel dispensation revealed and estab- 
lished one Lord, one iaitli, one baptism, one 
Jloly Spirit; in short one system of religion, 
.one. church, or a*se*oLly ot worshippers uni- 
.ted in their doctrine.and built upon the truth; 
and all bearing the general name of Saints. 
God is not the author of jarring and dis- 
cordant systems. His Kingdom is not 
.divided against itself; and for this reason 
•we hare no confidence in the sects, parties, 
systems, doctrines, creeds, commandments, 
traditions, precepts, and teachings of modern 
jtiinc;, j$o far as they ara at variance with 



each other, and contrary to the Scripture* 
of truth. We have, therefore, withdrawn 
from all these systems of error and delusion, 
and have endeavored to restore the ancient 
doctrine and faith which was once delivered 
to the saints, and to build society upon the 
truth, in its purity and fullness, hoping there- 
by to enjoy the peculiar gifts and blessing 
which were so abundantly bestowed upon the 
church in ancient times. 
In saying this we do not call in question the 
morality, the sincerity, or the spiritual en- 
joyment of individuals belonging to any reli- 
gious system. On the contrary, we feel as- 
sured that there are many sincere and zeal- 
ous persons in every denomination. It is 
the Principles Ave reject, not men. It is the 
System that we wish to see established in 
purity, that those who are builded upon it 
may be pure also. It is the fountain that 
should be pure, and then the stream is easily 
kept so. 

Uut ii any persons prefer their own doc- 
trines to those which we consider to be true, 
and we cannot by reason and argument con- 
vince them of the correctness of ours, we wish 
them to have the privilege of enjoying their 
religious rights unmolested. We have no 
disposition to persecute them. 

We hold it as the duty of all men to be- 
lieve the gospel to repent of Hieir sins, and to 
be immersed in water in the name of Jesus 
Christ for remission of sins. And we hold 
that all who do this in a proper manner, and 
under proper authority, are legally entitled to 
the remission of sins, and to the gift of the 
Holy Ghost, according to the Scriptures. — 
Now faith and repentance go before baptism 
as a necessary qualification; and, therefore, 
infant baptism is of no use. All penitent 
believers should be baptized with the faith 
and expectation of receiving remission of sins 
and Ihe gift of the Holy Ghost, as much so 
as Haaman the Assyrian washed seven times 
in Jordan with the expectation of being heal- 
ed of his leprosy; or as- much so as the Isra- 
elites sounded the trumpets around the wall* 
of Jericho wit h the expectation of their be- 
ing thrown down; for the same Gcd who at- 
tached a promise to the performance in these 
cases, has attached a promise to the condi- 
tions of the gospel (See Acts, chapter 2.) 

But now, concerning authority in the ad- 
ministrator. When a minister from England 
comes to our Government to do business as 
an ambassador, he must be commissioned by 
his Government, or all his tiansactions will 
be null and void, and England would never 
fulfil any promise which he might make in 
her name, however sincere our nation might 
be in believing him sent 

And so it is with the ambassador of Christ. 
He must be specially sent, or commissioned 
to minister in his name, or all his baptizing 
and other ordinances will be null and void, so 
as never to entitle the candidate to remission 
of sins and the gift of the Holy Ghost accor- 
ding to promise. 

The ''Latter-day Saints," after immersion, 
lay on hands, in the name of Jesus, for the 
gift of the Holy Ghost according to the an- 
cient pattern. They are then considered 
saints, or members of the Chuich of Christ, 
in full fellowship and communion. They are 
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then taught to obsenvs all tinners which areji and from whom the Indian? are descended.— 
required or commanded by Christ and his a- j Th? Book of Mormon corroborates and con- 



postles — sucfi as meeting together ofteu to 
sing, to pray, to exhort, to testify, to proph- 
esy, to speak with tongues, tn interpret, to 
relate their visions, revelations, and m short, 
to edify and perfect each other, by a free ex- 
ercise of ail the gifts of God as s^t in order 
among the ancient churches. We also teach 
them to walk in all the ordinances of God 
blameless: such as the partaking of bread and 
wine, in remembrance of his broken body and 
shed blood, on the first day of the week; and 
also, to send for the olders of the church, when 
any of them are sick, thai they may pray for! 
them, and lay th^ir hands on them in the' 
name of Jesus, or anoint them with oil in the 
name of the Lord, that they may be healed, 
according to the Scriptures. We a^so teach 
them to abstain from all immorality: such as | 
injustice, pride, vanity, dishonesty, evil- 
speaking, falsehood, hatred, envy, avarice, iu- 1 
temperance, adultery, fornication, lascivio»^- 
ness, and to practise All the virtues; such as 
love to God and good will to man, brotherly 
kindness, chanty, temperance, and industry. 
He that has two coats let him impart to him 
that has none, and he that has food let him 
do likewise; but he that will not work neither 
shall he eat. In short, we teach theia to do 
all the good in their power — to visit the wi- 
dow and the fatherless in their alRiclion, and 
to keep themselves unspotted from the world. 

As to the fu&Mment of prophecy, we believe 
in the great restoration of Israel, and the re- 
building of Jerusalem, in Palestine, and that, 
when that time comes, ll*e Saviour irillcomel 
in the clouds of Heaven, and all the saints 
with him; that the dead in Christ will rise 
meet him; and that he will destroy the wick- 
ed by the brightness of his earning; and bring I 
the whole earth under his own dominion and 
put it into the possession of the saints; when 
there will be a reign of universal peace for 
one thousand year's; alter which comes the 
resurrection of the wicked and the last judg- 
ment. 

As to the signs of the times, we believe that 
the gathering of Israel and the second advent 
of Messiah, with ill the great events connec- 
ted therewith, are near at hand. That it is 
time for the saints to gather together and pre- 
pare for the sain/*. But we disclaim ail fel- 
lowship with iba predictions of the Rev. 
Mr. Miller, Rev. Joseph Wolff, and others— 
fluch as, that the Lord will come in J84U, 
1341, 1813, 1847, and so on. We do not Re- 
lieve that he will come until the Jews gather 
To Palestine and rebuild their city. 

Having given this brief sketch of our faith 
and principles thus far, the inquiry may arise 
whether we believe in any otiier writings or 
books besides the Bible? To which wo reply 
in the affirmative; for, like all other Chris- 
tians, we believo in every true book within 
our knowledge, whether on science, history, 
or religion. We have implicit confidence in 
the t4 )5ook of Mormon," not, however, as a 
new Bible to exclude the old, as some have 
falsely represented. We consider the "Book 
of Mormon" as a historical and religious re- 
cord, written in ancient times by a branch of 
the house of Israel, who peopled Am'.-iicj, 



j firms the truth of the Scriptures, by showing 
; that the same principles were revealed and 
enjoyed in a country and among a people far 
remote from the scenes where the Jewish bi- 
ble? was written. 

Suppose a traveller should find in China, 
in the East Indies, or in America, or New 
Holland, an historical record, handed down 
for thousands of years, or deposited in their 
sacred archives, or among their sepulchral 
ruins or their monuments of antiquity — and 
in this record should be found the principles 
of eternal truth, revealed to that nation, and ' 
agreeing with the rcvelatiou and principle* 
contained in the Jewish records. Or suppose, 
for instance, whim tho ten tribes of Israel arc- 
discovered, preparatory to their return to Pal- 
istine, a record should be -found among thera, 
giving their history from the time they wero 
carried captive by t^alinaneaof, King of As- 
syria, and this record should be interspersed 
with prophecies and doctrine, as revealed a- 
mong them since their captivity. Would it 
be any thing incredible or injurious in its na- 
ture, or any thing a^aiust the truths revealed 
in the Jewish records? Certainly not. So 
far from this, it would be bailed by every lov- 
er of truth as a most interesting anil impor- 
tant discovery. It* ?ieht would be hailed aa 
a r.?w era in the history of the great events 
of muJuTn tits&Si 

And eiinihr in its nature is the Book of 
Morrrwn. It opens tho events nt anient 
America. It pours a :! ?od ot'iijht upon tha 
world on subjects bti'ore concealed— upon 
the history of a nation whose remnants have 
! Ion** since dwindled to insignificance in mid- 
night darkness, and whose former greatness 
was lost in oblivion, or only known by the 
remains ofcitie^. palaces, temples, aqueducts, 
monuments, towers, fortifications, unintelligi- 
ble inscription::, sepulchres, and bones. The 
slumber of ag has now !»?en bfoien. The 

daik curtain of the past has been rolled up. — 
The veil of obscurity has been removed as it 
regards the world called new. The ancient 
events of America now stand revealed in the 
broad light of history, as far back, zi least, as 
th; iirst peopling of the continent after the 
hood. This discovery will yet be hailed a- 
Bioag all nations as one of the most glorious-, 
events of the latter times, and as one of th* - 
principal nseans of overwhelming the earth 
with knowledge. But why, then, is it sr> 
much opposed and ne^lect^d at the present 
lime? Why do prisoners groan in chains and 
martyrs bleed in its promulgation to Ibo 
world? Answer. Upon the earn 1 principle 
thataMessiah was crucified, a Stephen ston- 
ed, a Jmei slain, a Paul beheaded, a Peter 
cruciiied, a John banished, a Roger* burned, 
a Columbus neglected, ridiculed, and envied, 
a Newton coasted mad, and a Fulton laughed 
to scorn. In short, it is because they kndw 
not what it is. 

N. 15. If the people wish further informa- 
tion we are now here in Washington, and 
would freely avail ourselves of the opportu- 
nity of ginag a course of lectures, if a suit- 
able house and audience can be obtained. — 
We arc willing, also, to supply the pallia 
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with such hooks as will ^ive information on 
our religion, as well as the history of our 
unparalleled persecution in Missouri. 

We reeiiie, at present, at the corner of 9th 
and D streets. 

We are, respectfully. 

E. IIIGBEE. 
P. P. PRATT. 
Washington. February V t 1840. 



When we reflect upon the mountain* 
of Mohwfnssment which have intervea* 
ed, to prctcnt the Twelve from accom* 
plishing fheir present mission, and con- 
sider tltat meet of thorn have |>ersever- 
|ed, through moiw> murderers-, robbers 



'thieves; and through storms of perse 
cutton, poverty, wefcness itfuJ death, 

P. S. Editors through the States would j jrudat last find themselves DpMttbe 



oblige us by publishing the above. 



COMMLN1CATIO N 3. 

Kew York. Feb, VJth, 18 10. 
Brigham Young, I f. C. Kimball, 
Orson' Pratt, nnd P. P. Pratt, to the 
church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 
Saints in Commerce, lib and to the 
^ainls in general, G&£ET1N£» 

Dear brethren, after so 
long a lime weliaYe met in New York 
and are about to -fail for England. We 
haVe bespoke our passage on the old 
ship Garrick, which carried out Elder 
Kimball, and others three years since, 
we sail on Tuesday the 25 inst. 

liro, George Smith vfm here p!so, 



| sea .shore, in health rnd" peace arm! 
'plenty; ready to set sail, it is a NMKter 
ofjby and consolation to us and Oh our 
hearts with gratitude to that go4 
[commanded us to cross the mighty deep* 
| for Christ'* Bake and the gospel's. We 
consider that there is no instance on 
record where men have been called 
to so great an undertaking, under the 
same circumstances of poverty, sick- 
ness and distress; both ourselves, fami- 
lies, and brethren; but yet through the 
mercy of God, we think the mission 
will be accomplished, and will stand on 
record, for the wondering gaze of suc- 
ceeding aires, and to God and the Lamb 
be all I he praise and glory. 

When we contrast the parting of 
Jacob umI his son Benjamin, &t the time 



and is gone to Peosylvania on a short 

mission and will probably be here to |( of sending into Egypt for corn, nnd 
L r o with us. Brr*> IJadlock is here, and 



is also going; Elders Tailor, Wood- 
ruff, Turley, and Clark have already 
gone over to Eng. Most of us have bad 
n very long and tedious journey, and 
have suffered much from sickness &$» 
nnd some are not vet wholly free fsorn 
the lingering chills and fever, more 

particularly elder Smith. In journey- 
in!!! through the several states we found 
many brethren, friends and churches, 
nnd many elders who were laboring to 

advantage; the work is rolling on. — 
Indeed there were many elders whom 
we had new r Ircard of before, i hit 
were preaching and baptizing, and or,; 
daining ether elders, u ho were still 
rolling t!:e work of truth, wide and 
more wide; and thus it spreads. Br. 
lumbal I baptized one in WeathcrsfieUl. 
Genesee co N. Y. and 3 in victor On- 
tario co. near where the records weiv 
found. Many were believing, and a 
very urgent door for preaching, such 
as he has seldom witnessed* Me has 

been taken down with the fever four 
different times on bis journey, and has 
Hufierred much; but has persevered, 
and is brought through in safety, end 
is now tolerably well. 



jhow it grieved th*-* Patriarch to part 
with his son for so short a journey, 
with our having to part with tender 
wives and helpless offsprings, under c\r- 
stances of poverty, sickness, and death, 
robbed, plundered and driven, houseless, 
and unprovided for, eitjjer the journey 
or for our families. When \vc look 
upon 1 lie sufferings of the society a- 
rourid them, and think on the many 
long miles of our journey and the sick- 
ness ue have had to endure by the way, 
also the mighty deep which lies before 
us, and the distance which will eepar-" 
^le us from homo and country, and 
friends and wives and children, and 
from all things naturallv dear to our 
hearts, we are led to think that our 
sacrifice is almost as great as the old 
Patriarch's was in the absence of his 
son; hut God will give us grace to per- 
form all these tilings; and we hope that 
oar transit frond sorrow to joy may be 
ike Jacobs when he found that Joseph 
was vet alive and had sent waggons 
and a great preparation to carry all ls- 
racl to Joseph the young dreamer, who 
had been lost but now was fotftid; who 
had been in bondage, nnd in chains and 
dun 'rons but was now exalted to a 
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prince^ and was able to settle his Is-; have not been reduced to poverty bv 
indite relations in the best of the land. h persecution to aid liberally in this mat- 
("He that bath ears to hear let him! ter, as the fulness of t ho gospel as well 
hear.*' We would renewedly com- as a good Hyftin book is very much 
mend our families to the mercy of Cod wanted abroad. It is awful limes of 
and to the kind attention of the saints/ distress, perplexity, and pmbarrass- 
and ourselves to their prayers. Weijment in the commercial world, both 
hear continually of the sickness and here, nnd in Europe. Tens of thou- 
dcaths which still prey upon the Saints sands are starving, or living on charity, 
in the west, and feel to cry how long'^ Fires and tempests, shipwrecks, and 
O! Lord. faroirfc, fearful sights and great si^ns. 



The work of the Lord is still roiling 



the sea heaving beyond i!s bounds. 



on in all this region where it is preach- iand ull nations are perplexed beyorul 
<>d. The church in Philadelphia now measure. MordhanH weep and howl be- 
numbers near one hundred, and 8 or cause no man buret!) their merchandize 
10 come forward for baptism almost I any more. But the saints rejoice, for 
daily; som-j are still coining forward they know what it means, 
in New York, doors ar^ open more. Elder P. P. Pratt has just returned 
than can be filled at present. The from Washington city, after Warning 
Saints here in N. Y. are filled with, them faithfully. Whether ho will be 
faith and joy and charity and hospital- 1 able to §o.wiih us to Eng. at this time 
ity, and tho same may be said of the; is uncertain; he could have done it had 
>uints in general in all this region.— ; he not been called to Washington just 
The spirit that prevails is "westward as he was getting readv to cross the 
Ho!" to su/Ter.to live, or to die with the ocean. But it is a good thing that he 
saints their brethren. There is scarce went to Washington, for by so doin^ 
a saint here who would stay another | we can go from America feeling our 



month if they had means to go west. 
L is the bad times hero and not the 



j duty to this Government for the pres- 
! ent more fully done. 



pood times which keeps them from cm- 1 We uvjst now close by saving, may 
igrattng. There, is but little money, [ the the (Jod of Israel bless and preserve 
little employment, little business of any j the saints in Amenca^and deliver them 
kind here,atKi,conscquently they are most | from their great tribulation, may ho 
all groaning in poverty; but their deep:; go before a,s,:u;J bo with us and ena- 
poverty abounds untothe riches of their;, ble us to return to, this land with our 
hberality, in forwarding the elders on 'j hundred of thousands of souls savrd 
their journey,, and in.every good work, 'in the kingdom of God. 
while some of them almost lack daily ! Wo remain your brethren m the 
bread. We thick at present the church-jevcrlasting covenant* 



in N. York, with the utmost economy 
would not be able to emigrate, if land 
cou.ld.be given them free of cost when 
they get there, much les=i to purchase} 
yet they kope to come some time anoth- 
er, through the utmost perseverance 
and industry, and looking totiodto 
open their way:. Brethren pray for 



P. P. PRATT, Z 
BRIGHAM YOCXC, 
II. C, KIMBALL, 
0USOX PliATT. 



Commerce* Nurdi 1S-10. 
BftOfi. &Mtrfl *fc Rorixsox« 

Having a few moments 



them. Concerning printing in the llolsure time, f cheerfully improve them 
west, Br. Charles lvin of New Jorscy, in communicating a few fifiea to yoi^ 
(one of the committee to raise means and should you tiling them worthy of 
in this country) had conducted some' a place in your paper, you arc at liber* 
time ago that he would spare five or' ty to give themun insertion. 



six hundred dollars, wlijch we hope he 
will forward to Commerce for that pur- 
pose. We are glad to hear of your : 



On the t4tli of Nov. fe&t; I feft 
this place on a journey eastward, in- 
tending to pons far as Philadelphia. At 



resolutions in Commerce to publish the jthat time, 1 had just began to recover 
word of (rod, and pray that you may! from a long course of the feypr find 
l>e successful, and we would take this !aj»ue f living born ajHicted with tjiat 
opportunity to exhort the saiits who j disease about 4 months. When I or-w. 
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rived at Springfield/- 1 fell in company 
with Brother George W. Robinson, 
of this place, who was going eastward 
to Vermont & other Slates, having with 
him the history of the church from 
1S33, written bv President Ritrdon, 
read and approved of by the Quincy 
conference. His design was to procure 
the printing of this book and put it into 
immediate circulation, together with 
some other business. We agreed to 
unite our exertions to accomplish this 
work; and having been spoken to by 
President Rigdon previous to this time, 
to take an active part in publishing it, 
I the more readilv took hold with bro. 
R. to throw out before the world a his- 
tory of the various persecutions which 
this church has suffered since itscrgan- 
ization in 1S30. 

We pursued our journey in company 
as far as Putman co. Ia. In crossing 
one of those large prairies in this Slate, 
a violent storm of wind, snow, rain ami 
hail arose from the north-east, which 
we were compelled to face, brought the 
ague upon me again. We lay by, a 
day or two at bro. William Hauks, who 
received and treated us with the great- 
est kind#2ss. He lives about sixteen 
miles west from Terre Haute. We 
held a consultation in Pleasant Garden, 
Ia. where it was advised for me to 
remain for a season, and preach the 
gospel, and raise all the funds [ could to 
defray the expenses of printing the 
book. Bro. Robinson went on to Cin- 
cinatti and engaged the printingof the 
work at that place and informed me 
immediately bv letter. I continued la- 
boring in the vicinitv of Pleasant Gar- 
den for a number of weeks. There 
were many, apparently, believing the 
gospel; but few were ready to obey it. 
Yet there is a prospect of doing much 
good: and if some experienced elder 
would call ami spend some time there. 
I am persuaded that great good would 
be the result. 

About the first of January, I began 
to exert myself to raise funds to pay 
for printing the book at Cincinnati — 
I called upon some of the rich men who 
professed to be brethren in the church; 
and asked their Iiberalitv for this verv 
necessary work. But they said like 
one of old, "go thy way for this time; 



at another time; but that convenient 
time never came. There are men who 
wish to be thought very liberal and 
philanthropic if they can without being 
to any expense about the matter: But 
when a draft is made upon their purse 
their philanthropyretreats behind the bul- 
waiks of a thousand spe?ious and plau- 
sible excuses. God knows just how 
much virtue and righteousness there 
are in them all; and may HE reward 
such according to their liberality. I 
visited some of the poor brethren in the 
same place, and found them willing to 
divide the last shilling, and the last loaf. 
How great the contrast! It reminds 
me of the poor beggar and the rich man 
that we read of in the bible; Also, of 
the words of Christ which say, "It is 
easier for a camel to go through the 
eye of a needle than for a rich man to 
enter into the kingdom of God." I 
am happy to say however* that 1 found 
those who were willing to assist; and 
did relieve me out of all my trouble in 
that respect. There are men who 
have forecast enough to make to them- 
solves friends with the mammon of un- 
righteousness, that when they fail on 
earth, thev mav be received into ever- 
lasting habitation. As they wanted not 
their right hand to know what their left 
handdoeth; I say may the Lord bless 
them forever. Let their companion be 
the son of peace; and let him never de- 
part from their habitation. Let their bu- 
siness be prosperous, and their fields 
bring forth in plenty. Let the arm of 
the Lord protect them, aud his angels 
guard their way. In the midst of theso 
exertions 1 have been much afflicted 
with the ague; and also, while preach- 
ing the gospel. About the 6th of Jan. 
I started for Cincinnati to get the books 
and carry them on eastward to distri- 
bute them and raise all the funds I 
could for the church, but when I ar- 
rived there, the books were not done, 
and would not be short of about tea 
days, at this time my health became 
so poor through exposure etc. that I 
abandoned the idea of going any far- 
ther east at that time; but concluded 
to leave the hooks and return directly 
home, and take some little time to re- 
cruit my health; and also, till the cold 
weather was past, and then try it again. 



and at a moro convenient season I will I now expect to leave for England 
■call for thee," or assist thee. 1 called I soon, by way of Cincinnati, Philadel- 
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phia and New York; and I humbly ask 
lhe prayers of all the saints that God 
may go with me, and prosper his work 

•exceedingly through my instrumentali- 
ty- . 

It is with joy, I anticipate the day 
of siting undor a large oak with broth- 
<ff I u r ley on the other side of the At- 
lantic; and meeting with the saints in 
England once more. 

As ever, ' 

I am your friend and brother in 
the kingdom As putience of Jesus Christ, 
Amen. 

ORSON HYDE. 



Eebruarj 8th f 1840. 
Bao's. Sxmi & Robinson, 

Dear brethren: I improve thi^ 
opportunity of addressing a few lines 

to you, to inform you of the spread of" pleas on each side, and then submitted 



large congregation to investigate the 
truth of this wonderful Book. We 
then chose two moderators on each 
side, and they chose the fifth man to 
give the descision, and if he did not 
wish to give the descision, it should bo 
divert by a vote of the coug rogation. — 
The question was then written and 
handed to the Judge, and also the num- 
ber of minute.* that we were to speak 
on each side, which was confined toiil); 
the question was this, "Is the book of 
.Mormon a divine revelation from (Jod." 
We then commenced acd spoke four 
times each, and then gave an intermis- 
sion of 15 minutes: commenced again 
and spoke three times on each side, we 
then dismissed til! seven in the evening. 
The congregation then gathered, and 
we commenced and made three more 



truth in the State of Michigan. 

I left the city of New York the 5th 
of Aug. 1S3S, and came to the State 
of Michigan: 1 commenced laboring in 
Lenawee co. 1 there raised up and or- 
ganized a church of 11 members. J 
still continued my labors in different 
parts of the State as the way opened, 



the question for decission: The Judge 
then arose and said he would not give 
the descision, for he was not a believ- 
er in either book, but should call upon 
the congregation to give the descision: 
he then called the vote as follows: Has 
the book of Mormon been proven to bo 
a divine revelation, from God, this day 



and in the fall of 1839, 1 removed from ! by the weight of argument, you that 
Lenawee co. to Washtenaw co. where Jo believe that it has, may signify it by 
1 continued my labors: I was greatly 



assisted by the visit of brother Orson 
,Pratt when on his way to England, he 
called and tarried with me two weeks, 
and preached 14 sermons which great- 
ly excited the minds of the people, and 
they began to search their bible to see 
if these things were so. 
Since he left I have continued preach- 
ing, and the honest has still continued 
searching; while those whose crafts 
are in danger, still continue to oppose: 
but, (say they,) M we could get along 
with ii Yery well if it waa not for Joe 
Smith, and that Book of Mormon;" and 
while they saw the truth was spread- 
ing, and the honest were searching, 
they thought to stop the caus'j of Christ 
and break down the truth. A Baptist 
challenged me for a debate on the book 
of .Mormon; I accepted it, the day was, 
then appointed for the debate to com-, 
mence: he then asked me if he might 
get who he pleased to assist him: I told 



the raising of the right hand; all hands 
wore raised through the whole assem- 
bly, both men and women. My oppo- 
nents said they would not allow that 
vote, and that none shoald vote but the 
male adults, and that shoald be by their 
■ rising up. . They were all seated that 
could be, and the question was again 
stated by the judge, and the male adults 
arose and they counted 35; they then 
took their seats, and ths vote was call- 
ed on the negative,' and S arose on their 
side. And thus I can truly say, that 
the saying of Isaiah is fulfilling, whero 
he says, "For the wisdom of their wise 
men shall perish, and the understanding 
of their prudent men shall be hid."— 
Thus you see ths cause of truth is on- 
ward with Omnipotent strength m tho 
State of Michigan: Since that debate 
I have had calls in every direction of 
the country, and also great calls for the 
book of Mormon to re^d for themselves, 
and wish to now of me how loos before 



him he might, he then employed three', you will have more of them for sale, 
to assist him, one Methodist and two] and also your hymn books. 
Universalians: We met on the 18th of! 1 preach from 5 to G times n week, 
January at 11 o'clock A. M. with a ; and sometimes more, and then cannot 
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Jill all the calls; the harvest is truly 
great and the laborers but few. 

Yours in the bond of of the ever- 
lasting covenant. 

M. SI URINE. 



COMMERCE, ILL. MARCH, IBM. 



Apology — We are sorry to say that 

this number lias been delayed beyond 
its usual time, but the circumstances 

have been unavoidable; our paper, (al- 
though purchased last fall at Cinein- 
natti,) did not arrive until the last of 
1 lie present month, which has been a 
great disappointment to us, as well as 
our patrons. 



IMPORTANT FROM WASHING- 
TON. 

Below will be found a report from 
the committee on the Judiciary, to 
which was referred the memorial pre- 
sented by a delegation of brethren sent 
from this place, last fall, to Washing- 
ton, to petition Congress for redress for 
the wrongs we have sustained by the] 

mob in Missouri. 

The memorial was accompanied by 

n large number of documents seting forth 
the true situation of the case, and plain- 
ly showing that the petitioners had 
made application to all the constituted 



)No! they could not heed the cries of 
helpless widows and orphans, made so 
I by the execution of the most unhallow * 
ed order ever 'issued by man. The 
cries of bleeding innocence could have 
no impression upon their minds, — con" 
stitutional rights, cruelly wrested from 
upwards of one hundred thousand 
American citizens, could not induce 
this magnanimous committee to put 
forth the helping hand, for a moment, to 
their relief: but at the very first call 
from the greatest forgcrer in America' 
William P. Kathbone, they were ready 
to report a bill for his relief — which 
they did do, at the same time, this report 
was offered; this is a fair specimen o' 
the notions of Justice, cherished in the 
bosom of the wise men and rulers of 
this nation. Oh Libertv! whether hast 
thou fled? Oh Patriotism! whether 
hast thou gone? surely the balances 
are fallen from the hands of Justice; 
.the wreath no longer encircles the 
head of Liberty; and Republicanism 
has bowed at the shrine of despotism 
ami tyrany. 



granting them protection, as citizens 
had issued his order to have them all 
EXTERMINATED,— an order, which 
this committee very well know, was in 
open violation of the constitution of the 
United States, and a violation of all law» 
cither human or Divine, still they did 

not feet themselves authorized to inter- 
pose in the matter, beca use it transpired 
in the sovur.nx* State of Missouri. — 



Rcjwrf of the Committee on the Judicia- 
ry, to ichom was referred the memo- 
rial (f a delegation of Latter Day 
Saints, commonly called Mormons: 

_ ... , . . The petition of the memorialists set» 

■authorities of Missouri fur repress, in ( fonh in suhslancc> lhat a portion of their 

vain; and that the Governor, instead of [sect commenced a settlement in the 

county of Jackson, in the State of Mis- 
souri, in the summer of 1831: that 
they bought lands, built houses, erected 
[churches* afcd established their homes, 
and engaged in all the various occupa- 
tions of life: that they were expelled 

from that county in 1833, by a mob, under 
circumstances of great outrage, cruelty, and 
oppression, und against all law, and without 
any offence committed on their part, and to 
the destruction of property tt> the amount of 
$140,000: that the society thus expelled a- 
mounted to about 1,400 souls: that no com- 
pensation was ever made for the destruction 
' of their property in Jackson: that after their 
expdtfftn from Jackson county, they settled 
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in Clay county, on the opposite Bide of the.ltenti >n: a:id, after Jail examination and con- 
Missouri river, where they purchased hn \< t ' sideratior., unanimously concur in the ofrfn* 
and entered others at the land otic?, where!! ion Untth: ca«e presented for their ssWdsttgt*- 
ibey resided peaceably for three years, en- ]j Uon fcsaoiAftcft a one as nil Justify or author 
giged in cultivation and other useful and ac- 
tive employments, when the mob again threat- 



ened their peace, lives, and property: and 
they bsfeutis alarmed, and finally made ■ trea- 
ty with the citizens of Clay county that they 
should purchase their lands, arid the Mor- 
mons should remove, which was complied; 
with on their part, and the Mormons removed 
lo the count r of Caldwell, where Ibey took 
up their abode, and re-established their set- 
tlement, not without heavy pecuniary losses 
and other inconveniences; that the citizens; 
of Clay county never paid them tor their 
lands, except for a small part. Thtf re- 
mained in Caldwell from 1836 until the fall 
of 1833, and during that time had acquired. 



;ze uny interposition by this Government. 
The wrongs complained of are not alledged to 
b? committed by any of the officers of the 
United Sutos. or under the authority of its 
GoTcrnuieni in any manner whatever. The 
allegations in the petition relate lo the acts 
tftSecititem Ukl inhabitants, and autlrori-* 
tie." o*" the State of Missouri, of which Stat > 
the p«tl .lor.ers won at the tiros citiztns or 
Inhtbil .-. Tin fr-erances complained of 
in tho petition n.re a!lcd*ed to hare been done 
within tke territory cf the State of Missouri. 
The coruinittec, ui.ier these circumstances, 
hivr* 'i. cons: iered them selves justified in 
'luouir.; ^ int^fhe truth or falsehood of the 
charged ia the petition. If they are 



by purchase from the Government, the Eettiprs true, ll» ? petitioners roust seek relief i:\ the 
and pre-emptiorers. almost all the lands in : >i;rt of Judicature of tie State of Missouri* 
the county of Caldwell, and a portion of .or of tiie Un'i'-^d States, which has the ipprW* 
the lands in Daviess and Carroll counties; ' priate Junsuict'-o:* to administer ftill and ade** 
the former county being almost entirely ij quale redress for 4 he wrongs complained of. 
settled by the Mormons and they were rap-jj and doal ileal w;i! dosofa!:!" and impartially; 
idly nlhng up the two latter counties.— a or, the petitioners mar. if" they see proper, 
Those counties, when tiie Mormons first apply to :he Jcstice and magnanimity of the 
commenced their settlement, were, for the 
most part, wild and uncultivated, and tliGy 
had converted them into large and well iift— 

proved farms, well stocked. Lands had risen It can Diver be presumed that a Slate either 
in value from 10 to 25 dollars per acre, and wants the po*.v?r, er lick* tlie disposition, lo 
those counties wer2 rapidly advancing in 1 retires? tho wrev-rs of its own citizens coro- 



State of Miss*. ii ri — an appeal which the com* 
mittee feel Jusliried in believing will never bo 
made in ta|o by the injured or oppressed. — 



cultivation and wealth; that in August, 1S38» 
a riot commenced, growing out of an attempt 
of a Mormon to vote, which resulted In crea- 
ting great esciiement and the perpetration 
of many scenes of lawless outrage, which are] 
set forth in the petition; that they were fi- 
nally compelled to fly from those counties; and 
on the 11th cf October, l?3* t they sought 
safety by that means, with their families, fan* 
ving many of their effects behind; that they 
had previously applied to the constituted au- 
thorities of Missouri fur jirotection, but in 
vain. They alledge III at they were pursued 
by the mob; that conflicts ensued: deaths 
ocenred on each side; and, finally a force 



mitted within her o*n territory, whether 
ibey proceed from the lawless acts of her 
officers, or other pTb-ons. 

The cam out tee therefore report that they 
reccomraend the passage of the following res- 
olution: ! - *f{' 

IU:soi.vr.r», That the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary be discharged from the further consiu- 
erali r m of the memorial in this case: and 
that the memorialists have Jeave to withdraw 
the papers which accompany their memorial. 



THE GOSPEL. 

For 1 nm not ashamed of the co>pol 
ofChrist for it U the poire r of God un- 



was organized, under the authority of the 
Governor of the State of Missouri, with or-, 
ders to dri*e the Mormons from the State, or ho I vat ion to every one that heheveth: 
exterminate them. The Mormons thereupon 1 ! to the Jew first and also to the (creek, 
determined to make no further resistance) n Rom. I: 19. 

hut submit themselves to the authorities ©fii The worJ Ros^cl, in its first and sim- 

the State, Several of the Mormons were ar- r . « ,^.4 .-- 

r^rpJ and imprisoned on a char- of treason! l*XSlgnifiCat»00 ( W -pod I dings. JtRUll- 

against the State: and the rest, amounting to ! ter* nut from what sourrethov come; but 

about I'y^jf} souls, tied into the other states,', when applied to Jesus Christ it refers t* 

principalis in I llinois, where they now reside. t } )Cse | 10 j v precept!* nnd pure principles 

Th* petition is drawn up at great length, ' 
an:l sets forth, 'villi feeling nnd eloquence, 
the wrongs of which they complain; jjsti - 
fips their own conduct, and n£<rravate that 
of those whom they call their persecutors, 
sind concludes by saying that they see no KK 
dress, unless it b: obtained of the Congress 



emrinutinjr frr>;n tSe Author of our exis- 
[en«c, ni*i is here defined by the apos- 
tle, as the power of God manifested in 
the salvation of the believer. Here 
was power in that 305; >cl which the 
of'Vhe administered to the world to 

their solemn last app?al as American citizen*, l| save those who believed it. When I 
3b Christain*, and as men. To which descis- 
ion tliey say they will submit. 

The committee hare examined th* rase 



speak of salvation, in this tr*miso, 1 
nic^n salvatipti in its mo>t unlimited 

presented by the petition, snd hoard the H {j Income no heir of God, n ml 

ir a^ent with care and at^'joint hcif with Chris!; to become one 



views urr*d by thei 
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with Christ, as he and the Father are 
one; to overcome, and set down on his 
throne, as he overcame and sat down 
on his Fathers; to be made perfect, as 
he is in all things pertaining to the king- 
dom of God, is to be saved. To exalt 
mankind to this high station, is the de*- 
sign of the gospel of Christ. However 
nearly allied to this, may be the sys- 
tems of men, they will come infinitely 
abort of ejecting this object. This gos- 
pel may be perverted, and so changed, 
as to loose its efficacy, and not have 
power to save those who believe it. — 
No substitute, nothing but the thing it- 
self will answer. I have often heard 
men say that the sincere worshiper 
•would be saved, it matters not what re- 
ligious system be embraced. Jf this 
theory be correct, sincerity becomes the 
principle means of salvation instead of 
obedience to the gospel, and the sincere 
Musslewan who bows at the shrine of 
Mahomed: The ignorant Hindoostan 
who worships the work of men's hands; 
The zealous Roman who confesses to 
his priest, and the honest nrottestant of 
modern times, will all be united with 
the apostles in the kingdom of God — 
however wide may be their differences 
in this life. 

It was not because the Galatians 
v/ere not sincere, that Paul said, I fear 
lest I have bestowed labor upon you in 
vain; it was because the gospel he ad- 
ministered to them, ha4 been perverted 
by others attemping to teach, and the 
Galations became their adherents. — 
Not that they preached another gospel, 
or denied the fundamental principles of 
the gospel of -Christ; but subverted it 
by making as they supposed, additions 
and improvements. See Ga!. 1:0,10. 
Being in possession of these facts, the 
apostle indignantly says. I would thai 
they were even cutoff that trouble you. 
He also says, though we, or an angel 
from heaven preach any other gospel 
than that we have preacl>ed unto you,' 
let him be accursed. Paul had but lit- 
tle hopes of, or fellowship with, those 
subverters of the gospel, however zeal- 
ously they might advocate its funda- 
mental principles: for of itself, it is a 
perfect system, and will make those per- 
fect who obey it. It is a scheme of in- 
finite wisdwn, therefore its perfection 
consists ii its being just what it is, and 
nothing else; for were it susceptible of 



improvement, it would argue that it 
was not perfect, for perfection reaches 
beyond improvement, therefore, any 
alteration in its ordinances, or any of its 
ramifications, tend to destroy its power 
of saving, or perfecting men: Henca 
the necessity of Christ bestowing on 
those whom he called to preach the 
gospel, the Comforter, the Spirit of 
truth, that leads into all truth; this he 
said should bring all things to their re- 
membrance, whatsoever he had spoken 
unto them. John 19:20, also 10:13. 
Being thus endowed with the spirit and 
power from on high, they were capable 
of teaching that system which Christ 
delivered to them, without alteration; 
for the comforter brought to their minds 
what they had forgotten, and lead them 
into all truth and prevented the intro- 
duction of error. The Lord never call- 
ed a man to that office, unless he qual- 
ified him in that manner, for that qual- 
fication is absolutely necessary for the 
salvation of the world; for without it 
the gospel never was and never will bo 
preached in purity, and administered 
in righteousness, consequently will not 
make those pure to whom it is admin- 
istered. Therefore, as Paul said, so 
say I, how can a man preach, except 
he be sent. Answer he can teach for 
doctrine, the commandments of men, 
and make void the law of God through 
the traditions of the fathers, as did the 
Scribes and Pharisees of old. The 
lack of that calling and qualification in 
the multitude of modern divines, is ev- 
idently the cause of contentions, differ- 
ences, and divisions in the christian 

world, and of the dubiety that rests up- 
on the minds of the religious world, rel- 
ative to the true points of Christ's doc- 
trine. In view of what is above stated 
the apostle said, 2nd Timothy, 4:3,4. 
for the time will come, when they will 
not endure sound doctrine, but after 
their own lusts shall they heap to them- 
selves teachers having itching ears, 
;ind they shall turn away their ears 
from the truth, and they shall be turn- 
ed to fables. Having modo these re- 
murks to prepare the mind, I shall now 
proceed to examine the gospel aa 
preached by the apostles. E. S. 



Carthage Hancock Co. III. Fchruarij 
(he m 1840. 

To the Editors of tho Times and 
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Seasons, and all the saints of our God, 
and fellow laborers in the dispensation 
uf the fullness of times, greeting- 
Dear brethren, realizing that all the 
faithful are wishing to hear from the 
Elders abroad, and to know how the 
work of pruning the vinyard, progres- 
ses in these last days; 1 have thought 
proper to give you a short sketch of my, 
labors since the 6th of July, 838: for 
on that day I started from Kirtland, 
Ohio, with my family in company with 
the camp of saints (called the Kirtland 
camp) numbering in all women and 
children five hundred aud fifteen souls 
fifty eight teams, a large number of 
cows?cc. Thiscompany consisted prin- 
cipally of the poor saints of Kirtland 
with the sick, lame, blind and all thai 
could not move without assistance. — 
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We had a line journey to Dayton Ohio, ™i ons ™. « WM 

when we stoped and labored four I ^' ^kness fills the earth, 



and in other places until the present 
time having had many calls for preach- 
ing which I could not attend to on ac- 
count of my ill health and indigent 
circumstances, i have baptized and 
confirmed in this vicinity fifteen mem- 
bers, and Br. John E. Page has bap- 
tized several, and James Carle two: 
this branch numbers about fifty mem- 
bers in good standing aud many more 
appear to be believing whom I hope 
will soon become Abrahams* seed and 
heirs according: to the promise, by be* 
ing baptized for the remission of their 

WIS* .» t * w ^ JJ iLljti 

Now let thy servants Oour God! 

Ee cloth'd with power divine; 
That they may spread thy truth abroad 



And cause the light to shine: 
'Mong nations who, in darkness are, 



weeks on the turnpike then resumed I p . - . 
our journey and arrived at springtield, ^ lla>in 
(the seat of goverment for Illinois) Sep. 
the 15th, and Gilding that several in 
the camp were sick with fevers, the 
Council thought best for mo to stop and 
tnke care of them which I accordingly 
did by renting a house and taking them 
into it and making other nesessary pro- 
visions for their comfort. 1 then com- 
menced preaching in Springfield in 
my own hired house, but the prejudice 
of the people (on account of the ditficul- 
ties at Far West) were so great that 
they generally would not hear, but a 
few were enquiring. When many of 
the brethren who were coming from 
the east heard that I was in Springfield, 
they turned thither and stoped also 
and I soon organized tlicrn into a branch 
of the church called the Springfield 
branch over which I was apointed to 
preside, after which we held our meet- 
ings in the Campbeilite meeting house 
I continued preaching in Springfield 
and its vacinity until January 8th, 
1839, the church at this time number- 



I That they may shun the devils snare 



ga new birth. 



And gathering home to Zion's land, 

Which was to Joseph given: 
Thvt they in safety their may stand, 
When Christ descends from heaven: 

To burn the wicked in his wrath, 

And to receive his bride; 
With righteousness to fill tho earth, 
Which then is purified. 

From your fellow laborer in tho 
gospel of Jesus Christ. 

JOEL H. JOHNSON. 



For the Times and Seasons. 

Xauroo, Feb. 4th, 1840. 

To tho President of the quorum of 
High-priests: 

Dear Sir, and beloved brother 
in tribulation. \ , 

As I was not with the Church 
in Missouri in their almost unparalleled 
afflictions, yet I suffered ( although 
not phissically )with bleeding Zion. — 
And thinking that a brief account of 



i . my labors in the vinvard of the Lord, 
ing about forty members in good stan- J . . ' - * w , 7* , f 

ding. I then removed my family to ;;" ou ' d , t not be *™<*P**> I havo 
Carthago Hancock Co. 111. in the va- . hou S ht proper to drop you a few 

lines. 

I became a member of the church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saiuts, on 
the 2nd of July 1S3'2 and at the same 
time was ordained an elder and immc- 
diantly commenced travelling and pro- 
claiming the fulness of the gospel, and 



cinity of Crooked Creek; and in April 
1 baptized several and organized a 
branch of the church called the crook- 
ed Creek branch over which I was cho- 
sen to preside, which I have endeav- 
ored to do, preaching to the church 
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since that tiqjc I have baptized into 

the church in oil 123 persons 20 or 

more of which have been ordainad to 
the ministry, I have travelled and 
preached the gospel in some 14 states 
and preached some in Upper Canada, 
during this time I have had several de- 
bates and have discussed tire f-ubject of 
our faith with various gentlemen pub- 
licly and privately in several different 
places and I etui sav that es vet the 
Lord has verified his promise and lias 
not forsaken me for which 1 feel to 
render sincere and unfeigned thanks 
to his Ilolv name- 

Although as yet no man has laid 
violent hands upon roe, yet my life 
has been threatened and mobs h?ve 
come out against me, and all this for 
the sake of the gospel of Jesus Christ, 
I commenced travelling in the northen 
and eastern states, since then I have 
spent 2 years in the states of Virginia 
and Nortli Carolina. When in North 
Carolina; a most unwarantcd and 
unparallelled persecution was raging 
against the saints in Missouri, mean- 
while misrepresentations touching the 
troubbles in Missouri and our faith 
were spreading in every direction 
through the papers of the day and by 
letters from the hostile Missouriantt* 
some of whom had 0000 to Missouri 
from Virginia and North Carolinia, 
and were writing to their friends in 
the south and abusing the suffering 
saints in Missouri by misrepresenting 
them in the worst manner,thi$ together 
with the opposition of the sectarian 
clergv, created no small excitement in 
the south, a certain portion af the in- 
habitants combined and united their ef- 
forts to destroy the work of the Lord 
in that region upon the principle of the 
Missouri mob, tut without avail, for 
the principal leading characters in the 
country discountenanced the mob and 
no violence was committed. It was 
during this that I published a small 
pamphlet, for the purpose of correcting 
the misrepresentations, which had prej- 
udiced the public against the Latter 
Day Saints, and then circulated this 
pamphlet gratis by mail in almost every 
direction, this had the desired effect for 
as the pamphlet circulated prejudice 
and hostile feelings seemed to abate 
on every side, as I had no means of 
Obtaining all the particulars of the Mis- 



souri persecution* but few particulars 

are in the pamphlet, and as it was ex- 
treme! v difficult to obtain confirmed 
facts, likewise in it are some few mis- 
takes, but 1 believe nothing of any 
particular consequence, my faith and 
contideucc in the presidency and in 
the church are good, and I wish to be 
considered as a living stone in the tem- 
ble of the Lord. 1 am determined 
through the grace of God to be a hum- 
ble faithful follower of our Divine 
Master, and to perforin my part in 
the building up of the kingdom of these 
last days, preparatory to the second 
advent of the Mofciah,whcn his faithful 
servants shall rest from all toils and sor- 
rows that they have experience while 
passingthrough this vail of tears,where- 
in 1 may have erred I prny for forgive- 
ness from the Lord, and his church, and 
nslc of our Heavenly Father wisdom 
and strength to enable me to eye his 
glory in all things and magnify my 
calling and adorn my profession as his 
servant that 1 w ith all the faithful saints 
may sec him come with the clouds of 
Heaven, and be caught Up to meet 
the ohurch of the first born. 

Please accept assurances of my high 
consideration and esteem, and believe 
me truly your brother in the gospel. 

FRANCIS G. BISHOP. 

P. S. Bv the means of certain testi- 
inonials from highly respectable sour- 
ces in the south together with the 
pamphlet before mentioned, I had 
readv access to many of the inhabit- 
ants of the State of Kentucky. 1 was 
kindly received and gave lectures cor- 
recting the misreprsentations against 
us i:i seme eight large towns in that 
State and frequently was solicited to 
return, or send some other preacher 
that vav- F. G. B. 



PhUarla/pftia Fa. Jan. 20///, 1810. 
Elder D. C. Smith, 

Highly esteemed brother 
in the bonds of the new and everlas- 
ting covenant: It really rejoices my 
heart to be able to state to you that the 
work of the Lord, even the fulness ot 
the everlasting gospel is spreading, and 
prospering mightily in these carstern 
lands. 1 have calls in every direction, 
on the right hand and on the left. — 
A dozen elders might well be employed 
^iy Chester Co. Pa. where 1 have ban 
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laboring the principle part of the pas! 
season, I can fill but a small part of 
the calls I have for preaching. 53 in 
that Co. have already embraced the 
fullness of the gospel, and are organ- 
bed into a branch of the church called 

the Brandy wine branch. On Saturday 

last (Jan. 25) a conference of ciders 
was held in the Brandvwine brunch: 
pres't. Joseph Smith Jr. being present, 
uas called to preside, and James liode- 
b£ck appointed clerk. Two elders and 
two priests were ordained; great har- 
mony prevailed in the meeting, and 
•much important instructiou was given 
to the elders and members present by 
pres't. Smith. The saints m tiiat place 
appears determined to keep the com- 
mandments of God; and the visit of 
brother Smith among them, I trust has 
tended much to strengthen, and confirm 



vAth you, and be your guide both by 
sea and by land, und not depart from 
you at any time while declaring re- 
pentance unto the inhabitants of this 
generation, I am aware that in con- 
sequence of the magnitude of your 
calling that you have left houses, land?, 
wives and chrild/eii for the sake of 
the everlasting gospel which has been 
committed to you by the revelations 
of our God. And I am aware also tlr.it 
nothing of aa earthly nature can hin- 
der you from performing that duty 
w hich you owe to the inhabitants of 
the nations of the earth; for my mind 
can already discover your footsteps 
making their way to the Islands of thu 
sea, tiience bending your course south 
to the shores of k&A* and Africa, 
vfhjBfifl tho inhabitants are strangers to 
civilization* then rov mind candiscov- 



bondage or any kind of harm. My 



them in the faith of the werlas:ingn er the spirit of the God of Daniel at- 
gospel. Multitudes are believing the tending yuu, ready to deliver you from 
proclamation which the Lord has 6ent 
us to declare in diirerent parts of the 
land: mountains of prejudice have been 
broken down, and many noble hearted 
men and women in that Co. manifest 
a -zeal for the cause of truth worthy 
the highest admiration. The inarch 
of truth is onward, and proud sectari- 
anism is fast falling into ruins. 

liider Elisha M. Davis end Henry 
Dean aro preaching in Lancaster Co. 
near Stratighsburgh, they have bap- 
tized 18, and 1 understand (hero is a 
great enquiry after truth in thai Co.; 
Elder B. Winchester has baptized 65 
in this city, and a great number more 
appear to be convinced of the truth oi I 
of thcae things, the spirit of enquiry I 
is general, 1 am now on a visit t»i thlej 
city, to assist elder Winchester a <hori ! 
tiino,when I expect to return to Chester 
Co. Yours in the bonds of 

the new covenant. 

LORENZO BARNES. 



Messrs. Editors; 

Please insert the follow in sr. 
in vour fifth Periodical. 

TO THE ELDERS ABROAD. 

Having a desire for the welfare of 
ail Brethren, and more especially for 
those who are conducting the everlas- 
ting gospel to the nations of the earth, 
fctimuUtes me at all times to importuuc 
at the feet of our heavenly father, for 



mind can also trace your footsteps in- 
to the solitary groves to importuuc at 
the feet of your heavenly father in be- 
] half of your families, I can then dis- 
cover your minds satisfied by reflec- 
ting that God is the same as yester- 
day so to-day and forever, that Elijah 
was fed by the ravens and that your 
families arc of the household of faith 
as well as him, and will feed and 
clothe them, and if they ask for bread 
he will not give them a stone, and if 
they ask for a fish he will no! give them 
a scorpion. 

Wherefore let not your hearts bo 
troubled but as with horns of unicorns 
pusii the people together, sa y to the north 
give up ami to tho sooth keep not back; 
that the sound of the everlasting gospel 
may penetrate the cars of all living that 
1 your garments may be clear from the 
blood of tins generation, and that you 
may return home to your families and 
sit down in the Kingdom which our 
God has estabished by his own right 
hand in these last da vs. A. RIPLY. 



Paysan. III. Feb. 4th, 1810. 
Messrs* Roblvbox <$* Smith. 

Believing that all information 
respecting the spread or" the gospel will 
be acceptable to you I therefore im- 
prove a few moments to inform you 
that the work of God is jrituiug ground 
he Holy Spirit to perpetually remain ;j in these parts. There has been a con- 
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fiiderable number baptized of late in 
this section of country: and there are 
more believing, there appears to be a 
considerable inquiry manifested in the 
minds of many concerning the work. 

The saints are generally strong ia 
ite faith, looking forward for the ful- 
filment of the promises of the coming of 
our Lord and Savour Jesus Christ, 
when he should reign on mount Zion 
and in Jerusalem, and before his an- 
cients gloriously. Although the cruel 
hand of persecution has been laid heav- 
ely upon the church its progress is still 
onward "for truth is mighty and will! 
prevail". The chastisement the church 
has recievcd is like a sieve although 
differing from the one of human inven- 
tion for while it sifts out the bran the 
flour is still preserved, the honest in 
heart are not to be shaken by persecu- 
tion, but it serves to increase their hu- 
mility and strengthen their faith in 
God, and show them their dependence 
upon Him; and while they look back 
and seethe suflcrinirs of the saints of old 
txnd with what patience they endured 
scourging and imprisonments and even 
death itself for the sake of the gospel 
and the testimony of Jesus, they can 
rejoice that they are counted worthy to 
6utfer with them and thus become 
members of that heavenly conpany 
"that came out of great tribulation and 
washed their rcbes white in the blood 
of the Lamb". 

On the 13th of Dec. last Lorenzo D. 
Webb died in this place aged 23 years 
7 mo. and 11 days. He has been a 
member of the chi^Sh about five years, 
he was a person oi gentle and affable 
disposition, kind and generous hearted 
and his loss is severely felt by his 
friends and acquaintances, but while 
we mourn we do not mourn as though 
we had no hope, he died in the faith oi 
the gospel and in hope of a glorious 
resurrection and immortality. His 
health has been poor for two or three 
years, but his last illness (which was 
short but voilent) he bore with the 
greatest fortitude and resignation and 
when informed we thought he could 
not live he expressed a willingness to 
depart and be with Christ, he fell asleep 
without a strugle or a groan. 
I must now close by subscri- 
bing myself your friend and 
brother in the gospel of Christ. 
EDWARD M. WEBB 
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A HISTORY, OF THE 
PERSECUTION, OF THE CHURCH 
OF JESUS CHRIST, OF LAT- 
TER DAY SAINTS IN 
MISSOURI. 

CONTINUED. 

In the winter and spring of 1838, 
the saints were prospered in all their 
pursuits; the church received great 
accession by emigration, as hundreds 
of families moved in from various parts 
of the United States and Canada. — 
Some time in the month of March, Pres- 
ident Joseph Smith jr. arrived with his 
family, accompanied by several breth- 
ren, from Rjrtfaod, Ohio; soon after 
this President S, Rigdon arrived with 
his family also, they both settled iu Far 
West. At this time there were seve- 
ral persons living in Far west, who 
were disaffected with the church and 
had dissented from it, and were cut oil" 
from the church according to the rules 
and regulations of the same. These 
characters were busy in striving to 
stir up strife and turmoil among the 
brethren, and urging on mean and vex- 
atious lawsuits; they were also, studi- 
ously engaged in circulated false and 
slanderous reports against the saints, 
to stir up our enemies to an^er against 
us, that they might again drive us 
from our homes, and enjoy the spoils 
together, we are disposed here, to 
give the names of some of those char- 
acters, believing that justice to an in- 
jured people, requires it at our hands. 
They are as follows, viz: Oliver 
Cowdery, David W bit more, W. W. 
Phelps, John Whitmore, and Ly- 
man E. Johnson, of whom \re may 
have occasion to speak hereafter. 

We shall now make an extract from 
P. P. Pratts history published in De- 
troit last season, which is a correct 
statement of facts. 

"On the Fourth of July, 1838, many 
thousands of our people assembled at 
the city of Far West, the county scat 
of Caldwell, erected a liberty pole, and 
hoisted the bold eagle, with it3 stars and 



stripes, upon the top of the same. Un- 
der the colors of our county we laidtho 
corner stone of a house of worship, and 
had an address delivered by Elder Rig- 
don, in which was painted, in lively 
colors, the oppression which we had 
long suffered from the hand of our en- 
emies; and in this discourse we claimed 
and declared our constitutional rights, 
as American citizens, and manifested a 
determination to do our utmost endeav- 
ors, from that time forth, to resist all 
oppression, and to maintain our rights 
and freedom according to the holy prin- 
ciples of liberty, as guaranteed to every 
person by the constitution and laws of 
our government. Thisdeclaration was 
received with shouts of hosannah to God 
and the Lamb, and with many and long 
cheers by the assembled thousands, 
who were determined to yield their 
fcighlfl no more, except compelled by a 
superior power. 

But in a day or two after these tran- 
sactions, the thunder roller] in awful 
majesty over the city of Far West, and 
the arrows of lightning fell from the 
clouds and shivered the liberty pole from 
top to bottom: thus manifesting to many 
that there was an end to libcrtv and law 
in that state, and that our litt/e city 
strove in vain to maintain the liberties 
of a country which was ruled by wick- 
edness and rebeNion. It seemed to 
portend the awful toe which awaited 
that devoted city, and the county and 
pople around. 

Soon after these things, the war clouds 
began a^ain to lower, with dark and 
threatening aspect. The rebellious par- 
ly in the counties around had long 
watched our increasing power and pros, 
perity with greedy and avaricious eyes, 
and tiiey had already boasted that as 
soon as we had made some fine im- 
provements, and a plentiful crop, they 
would drive us from the state, and 
again enrich themselves with the spoils. 
Accordingly, at an election held in 
Da vies co M the robbers undertook to 
drive our people from the poll box and 
threatened to kill whoever should at- 
tempt to vote- Rut some were deter- 
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mined to enjoy their rights or die; they 
therefore went forward to vote, but 
were seized by the opposing party and 
ettacted, and thus a fight commenced. 
But some of our people knocked down 
several of the robbers, and thus cleared 
the ground and maintained their 
rights, though vastly unequal in num- 
bers. The news of this affair soon 
spread far and wide, and cuased the 
people to rally, some for liberty and 
some to support the robbers in their 
daring outrages. About one hundred: 
and fifty of those who were on the side 
of liberty, inarched to the spot next 
day, and went to the residence of the 
leuders in this outrage, and soon an 
agreement was signed for peace, But 
this was of short duration, for the cou- 
cpirators were stirred up throughout 
the whole State, being alarmed for 
fear the Mormons, as they called them, 
should become so formidable as to 
maintain their rights and liberties, 
insomuch that they could no more 
drive and plunder them. About this 
time, meetings were held by the rob- 
bers in Carroll, Saline, and other coun- 
ties, in which they openly declared 
their treasonable and murderous inten- 
tions of driving the citizens who belong- 
ed to our society from their counties, 
and if possible, from the State. Reso- 
Jutions to this effect were published in 
the journals of Upper Missouri, and this 
tvitiiout a single remark of disapproba- 
tion. Nay more this murderous gang 
when assembled and painted like Indian 
warriors, and when openly committing 
murder, robbery, and house burning, 
were denominated citizens, white peo- 
ple, &c. f U* most °f P a P ers of the 
State; while our .society who stood firm 
in the cause of liberty and law, were 
denominated Mormons, in contradis- 
tinction to the nppclation of citizens, 
whites <&c, as if we had been some 
savage tribe, or some colored race of 
foreigners. The robbers soon assem- 
bled, to the uumbcr of several hundred, 
under ar ms, and rendezvoused in Da- 
viess county, being composed of indi- 
viduals from many of iho counties 
around. Here they commenced firing 
upon our citizens, n.nd taking prisoners. 
Our people made uo insistence, except 
to assemble on their own ground for 
defence. They also made oa:h before j 
the Circuit Judge, A. A. King, to the* 



above outrages. Five hundred men 
were then ordered into service, under 
the command of Major General Atch- 
i?on,and Brigadier Generals Parks and 
Doniphan. These were soon mustered 
and marched through Caldwell, and 
took their stand in Daviess county, 
where some of them remained thirty 
days. The robbers were somewhat 
awed by these prompt measures, so ( 
that they did not proceed farther at 
that time in Daviess,but they proceeded 
to De Witt, a small town in Carroll 
county, which was mostly settled by 
our people. Here they laid siege for 
several days, and subsisted by plunder 
and robbery, watching every opportu- 
nity to fire upon our citizens. At this 
time they had one field piece, and were 
headed by a Presbyterian priest by the 
name of Sashcl Woods, who, it is said, 
tended prayer, night and morning, at 
tha head of the gang. In this siego 
they say that they killed a number of 
our people. They also turned one 
Smith Humphrey, and his wife and 
children out of doors when sick, and set 
fire to their house, and burned it to 
ashes before their eyes. At length 
they succeeded in driving every citi- 
zen from the place, to the sacrifice of 
every thing which they could not take 
with them. 

COM MUNIC ATIONS. 



Liberty Jail, Missouri, Dec. 10, 1838. 

To the church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter Day Saints in Caldwell county, 
and to those who are scattered abroad, 
who are persecuted and made desolate, 
and who are afflicted in divers manners, 
for Christ's sake and the Gospel's, bv 
the hands of a cruel mob, and the ty- 

ranical disposition of the authorities of 
this State. 

We are sensible also, that your per- 
ils are greatly augmented by the wick- 
edness and corruption of false brethren, 
may grace, mercy and peace be and 
abide with you. And notwithstanding 
all your sufferings we assure you that 
you have our prayers and fervent de- 
sire for your welfare both day and 
night. 

We believe that, that God who see* 
us in this solitary place, will hear our 
prayers and reward you openly. 

Know assuredly Dear brethren, that 
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it is for the testimony of Jesus, that we 
are in bonds and in prison; but we sav 
unto you, that we consider our condi- 
tion better, notwithstanding our suffer- 
ings, than those who have persecuted 
und smitten us, and have borne false 
witness against us; and although our 
enemies seem to have a great triumph 
over us for the present, we most assur- 
edly believe and know, that their tri- 
umph will be but short, and that God 
will deliver us out of their hands, not- 
withstanding their bearing false wit- 
ness and otherwise. We want vou, 
brethren, to remember Ilamin and 
Mordecai, you know that Haman could 
not be satisfied, so long as he saw Mor- 
decai, at the kings gaie, consequently 
he sought the life of Mordecai, and the 
whole "Jewish people. But the Lord so 
ordered it, that Haman was hanged up- 
on his own gallows: so shall it come to 
pass with poor Human in the last days. 

Those who have sought by their 
unbelief and wickedness; as well as by 
the principle of mobocracy, to destroy 
us and the people of God, by killing 
and scattering fhcxi abroad, and wilful- 
ly and maliciously delivering 1/3 into 
ihe hands of murderers, desiring us to 
be put to death, and having us dragged 
about in chains and cast into prison! 
and for what cause? It is because we 
were honest men, and were determined 
to defend the lives of the saints, at the 
expeuseof our own; I say unto you that 
those, who have thus vilely treated us. 
shall like Haman be handed 00 their 
own gallows, or in other words, shall 
fall into their own gin and ditch, which 
they have prepared for us, and shall go 
backward and stumble, and fall, and 
their name shall perish, and God shall 
reward them according to all their 
abominations. 

Dear Brethren, do not think that our 
hearts are faint,as though some strange 
thing had happened unto us, for we have 
seen these things before hand, and have 
an assurance of u better hope, than our 
persecutors, therefore God has made 
our shoulders broad, so that we can 
bear them: We glory in our tribula- 
tions, because we know that God is 
with us, that he is our friend, and he 
will save us. We do not care for those 
that can kill tho bo^y; knowing that 
they cannot harm our sou!s. We ask 
no favors at the hands of mob?, of the! 



"world, or of the devil; nor yet of any 
of his emmissaries, the desenters. Wo 
have never dissembled nor will we for 
the sake of our lives: inasmuch then 
as we know we have been endeavour- 
ing, with all our mights, minds, and 
strength to do the will of God in all 
things whatsoever he has commanded 
us, we feel a satisfaction which wo 
would not part with for any wordly ad- 
vantage whatever. As to our lighi 
speeches which may have escaped our 
lips from time to time, they have noth- 
ing to do with the fixed principles of 
our hearts; and those who have taken 
oifence at any thing which may inad- 
vertantly have escaped our lips, we 
would refer them to Isaiah's description 
of those, who nvike a man an offender 
for a word, and lay a snare for those 
that reprove in the gate; We have no 
retraction to make, we have reproved 
in the gate, and men have laid snares 
for us; we have spoken words and men 
have made us offenders; yet notwith- 
standing all this, our minds are not 
darkened* but we yet feel strong in ths 
Lord. But behold the words of tho 
Savior, "If (he light which is in you 
became darkness, how great is that 
darkness: Look at tho descntcrs. — 
And a^ain. "If you were of the world 
the world would luve its own. 

Look at those men, viz: Ilincklo, 
Corril and Peck, by whom we wero 
led into the camp, as the Savior was 
led, like lambs prepared for the slaugh- 
ter and as sheep before the shearers are 
dumb, so we opened not otir mouths. 
But the men being greedy of gain sold 
us into the hands of those who loved 
them, for the world loved his own. — 
We would also remember W. W. 
Phelf.s who came to us as one of Job's 
comforters: God suffered such kind of 
beings to alUict Job, but it never enter- 
ed into their hearts that Job would get 
out of it all, 

This poor man who professes to b*v 
much of a prophet, ha?, no other dumb 
ass to ride, but David Whitnser or to 
forbid his madness, when he goes up to 
curse Israel; bu t this not being of tbo 
sajiie kind of Balaam's, therefore, not- 
withstanding the angel appeared unta 
him, yet he could not sufficiently pen- 
etrate his understanding, but that ho 
brays out curlings instead of blessings. 
Peer ass, wheaver lives, wihj^ scq hin\ 
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and his rider perish like those who per- 
ished in the gainsaying of Core, or af- 
ter the same condemnation, unless they 
repent. Now as for these and the rest 
of their company; we will not say that 
the world loves them, but we presume 
to say that they love the world; there- 
fore we classify them in the error of 
Balaam, and in the gainsaying of Core: 
and with the company of Cora, Dathan 
and Abiram. 

In speaking thus some of our breth- 
ren may think we are offended at those 
characters, if we are, it is not for a 
word, neither because they reproved in 
the gate; but because they have been 
the means of sheding innocent blood. — 
Are they not murderers then at the 
heart? are not their consciences seared 
as with a hot Iron? We confess that 
we are offended. The Saviorsaid "that 
■offences must come; but woe unto them 
by whom they come? And again, 
"Blessed are ye when men shall revile 
you and speak all manner of evil against 
you falsely for my sake, rejoice and 
be exceeding glad for great is your re- 
ward in heaven, for so persecuted they 
the prophets which were before you." 

Now dear brethren, if any men ever 
had reason to claim this promise we 



hold their priestcraft against the saints 
! of the last days; and have tried by a 
well contemplated and premeditated 
(scheme to put down by physical power, 
ia system of religion that alt the world, 
(by fair means,) and ali their intelli- 
gence, were not able to resist. Hence 
mobbers were encouraged by priests 
and Icvites, by pharisees and sadu- 
cees, by essences and herodions, and 
by the most abandoned and wicked 
characters that are suffered to live up- 
on the earth, indeed a parallel cannot 
be found any where of such characters 
who gathered together to steal, to plun- 
der, to starve and to exterminate the 
saints: these are the characters, who by 
their treasonable acts, have desolated 
and laid waste Daviess county. These 
are the characters that would fain make 
all the world believe that we are guilty 
of the above named acts; but they rep- 
resent us falsly; we say that we have 
not committed treason, nor any other 
unlawful act in Daviess county. 

Was it for murder in Kay county, 
that we were thus treated? We an- 
swer no. We were not present when 
the mobs came forth in that direction, 
who after dragging our brethren from 
their homes, and burning their habita- 



are the men, for we know that the tions and killing several of our beloved 



world not only hates us, but "speak all 
-manner of evil against us falsely," for 
no other reason, but because we have 
been endeavoring to teach the fullness 
of the gospel of Jesus Christ. After 
we were bartered away by Hinckle 
and were taken into the camp of the 
millitia, we had all the evidence we 
could have wished, that the world ha- 
ted us and that most cordially too- The 

w 

priests of the duTerent sects hated us. 
The Generals haled us, the colonels ha- 
ted us, the officers and soldiers hated 
as; and the most profane blasphemers, 
drunkards, and horemongers hated 
us. And why? Because of the testi- 
mony of Jesus Christ. Was it because 
wc were liars? Was it because wel 
had committed treason against the gov- 
ernment, or burglary, or larcany, or 
nrson or any other unlawful act; we 
know that such things have been re- 
ported by certain priests, lawyers and 
judges who are the instigators and 
abettors of a certain gang of murder- 
ers and robbers, who have been carry- 



friends, but not without the expense of 
some of their own lives; retreated and 
after getting clothed with the authority 
of militia, raised the cry of murder! 
treason ! <J-c. and appeared as innocent 
as a sheep. This suited their purpose, 
but if their borrowed garb had been 
torn off; instead of the peaceable sheep 
wc should have found all the charac- 
teristics of the prowling wolf guilty of 
the murder of innocent and harmless 
men; therefore, on the heads of that 
mob with Dogard at their head be the 
crime and upon them rests the curse. 

Was it for commiting adultery? We 
are aware that false and slanderous re- 
ports have gone abroad, which have 
reached our ears, respecting this thing, 
which have been started by recaga- 
does, and spread by the dissenters, who 
are extremely active in spreading foul 
and libilous reports concerning us; 
thinking thereby to gain the fellowship 
of the world, knowing that we are not 
of the world; and that the world hates 
us. But by so doing they only show 



jug on a scheme of mobocracy to up- I themselves to be vile traitors and syco- 
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f phants. Some have reported that we 
not only dedicated our property, but 
likewise our families to the Lord, and 
Satan taking advantage of this has 
transfigured it into lasciviousness, a 
community of wives, which things^tre 
an abomination in ibd sight of GoJ.~ 

When wc consecrate our property to 
the Lord, it is to administer to the 
wants of the poor and needy according 
to the laws of God, and when a man 
consecrates or dedecates his wife and 
children to the Lord, he does not give 
them to his brother or to his neighbor; 
which is contrary to the law of GoJ, 
which says, M Thou shah not commit 
adultery, Thou shalt not covet thfy 
neighbors wife" "Her that looketh upon 
a woman to lust after her has commit- 
ted adultery already in his heart." — 
Now for a man to consecrate his prop 
* erty, his wife and children to the Ia 
is nothing more nor less than to feed 
the hungry, cloth the naked, visit the 
widows and fatherless, the sick and af- 
flicted; and do all he can to administer 
to their relief in their afEictions,and for 
himself and his house to serve the 
Lord. In order to do this he and ali 
his house must be virtuous and "shun 
every appearance of evil. Now if any 
person, has represented any thing oth- 
erwise than what we now write they 

have willfully misrepresented us. 

We have learned also since wc have 
been in prison that many false and per- 
nicious things, which were calculated 
to lead the saints astray and do great 
injury, have been taught by Dr. 
Avard, who has represented them as 
coming from the presidency; and we 
have reason to fear, that many other 
designing and corrupt characters, like 
unto himself, have tautrht manv things, 
which the presidency never knew of, 
until after they were made prisoners 
which, if they had known, they would 
have spurned them and their authors as 
thev would a serpent. 

Thus we find, that there has been 
frauds, secret abominations, and evil 
works of darkness going on leading 
the minds of the weak and unwary into 
confusion and distraction, and all of 
which has been endeavored to be 
palmed upon the presidency, who 
were ignorant of these things which 
were practised upon the church in our 
uamc. And now brethren what can 



to wade through an ocean of 



we enumerate" more, is not ali man- 
ner of evil of every description spo- 
ken against us folsly, yea we say 
unto you faisly. We have been mis- 
represented misunderstood and belied, 
and the purity of our hearts have not 
been known. And some have gained 
influence by their hypocracy sanctifi- 
ed appcarence and the pious discourses 
H Such they have delivered. And our 
<ou\s have been bowed down and we 
have suffered much distress in consc- 
quence thereof, and truly we havo 
had 

trouble. 

We could enumerate the names of 
many who have acted in a mean and 
dastardly manner, some of whom we 
once considered our friends men whom 
we once thought would never conde- 
scend to such unhallowed proceedings, 
but their love of the world and the 
praise of men has overcome every feel- 
ing of virtue, and they have yielded 
obedience once more to their o!d mas- 
ter, consequently their last end will 
| be worse than the flrst. It has hap- 
pened to them according to the words 
of the Savior. The dog has returned 
to -his vomit, and the sow that was 
washed to her wallowing in the mire." 
If those under Moses' law died without 
mercy under two or three witnesses, 
of how much severer punishment, sup- 
pose ye, shall those be thought worthy, 
'who have betrayed and denied the 
new and everlastingcoveimnt, by which 
they were sanctified, and called it an 
unholy thing; and have done despite 
to the spirit of *race. Again w<v 
would say inasmuch as their is virtue 
in us; and the keys of the kingdom have 
not been taken from us; and the holy- 
priesthood has been conferd upon us,(for 
verily thus saith the Lord, be of good 
cheer, for the keys I gave unto you aro 
yet with you;)therefore we say unto you 
dear brethren, in the name of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, that we deliver these 
characters unto the bufferings of satan 
until the day of redemption that they 
may be dealt with according to their 
works and from henceforth shall theiF 
works be made manifest. 

And now dear and well beloved 
brethren, to you who have continued 
faithful, both men women and chil- 
dren, we exhort you in the name of 
the Lord Jesus to be strong in the 
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faith of the new and everlasting cov- 
enant, and nothing frightened at your 
enemies for w hat has happened to us 
is a token to our enemies of damnation 
hut unto vou and us of salvation, and 
that of God: therefore hold on, even 
unto death, for he that seeks to save 
his life shall loose it, but lie that loos- 
eth his life for my snke and the gos- 
pel shall find it" saith the Saviour 

Brethren from henceforth let truth 
and rigthousness prevail and abound 
in you, and in all things be temperate, 
abstain from drunkenness, profane lan- 
guage, and from every thing which is 
unrighteous and unholv. and from the 
very appearance of evil: be honest 
one with another; for it seemeth some 
have come short in this thing, and some 
have been uncharitable towards their 
brethren who were indebted to them: 
while they have been dragged about in 
chains and cast into dungeons: such 
persons will have their turn and sor- 
row in the rolling of the great wheel; 
for it rollcth and none can hinder: 
remember whatsoever measure you 
meet it shall be measured to you again. 

Zion shall yet live: although she 
seemeth to be dead. We say unto you 
brethren: be not afraid of your adver- 
saries: contend earnestly against mobs, 
and the unlawful works of dissenters, 
and of darkness; and the very God of 
peace shall be with you: and make a 
way for your escape from your adver- 
saries. We commend you to God 
and the word of his grace; which is 
Jible to make vou wise unto salvation. 
Amen. JOSEPH SMITH. Jr. 



To all people unto whom these pres- 
ents shall come. — Greeting. 

Be it known that we the con- 
stituted authorities of the Church cf 
Jesus Christ of Latler Day Saints, as- 
sembled in conference, atNauvoo, Han- 
cock county and State of Illinois, on 
this, sixth day of April, in the year of 
our Lord, one thousand, eight hundred 
and forty, considering an important 
•event at hand, an event involving the 
interest and fate of the Gentile nations 
throughout the world. From the siijns 

of the *imes,and from declarations con- 
tained ;u the oracles of God, we are 
forced to come to this conclusion. 

The Jewish nation have beeta scat- 
acred abroad among the Gentiles for a 



long period; and in our estimation, the 
time of the commencement of their re* 
turn to the Holy land, has already ar- 
rived. 

As this scattered and persecuted 
people are set among the Gentiles as a 
sign unto them of the second coming of 
the Mesiah; and also, of the overthrow 
of the present kingdom's and Govern- 
ments of the earth, by the potency of 
his Almighty arm in scattering famine 
and pestilence like the frosts and snows 
of winter, and sending the sword, with 
nation against nation to bathe it in each 
others blood: It is highly important, 
in our opinion, that the present views 
and movements of the Jewish people be 
sought after, and laid before the Amer- 
ican people for their consideration, 
their prophet and their learning; and 
feeling it to be our duty to employ the 
most efficient means in our power to 
save the chilren of men from the "a- 
homi nation that maketh desolate." — 
We have, by the counsel of the Holy 
Spirit, appointed Elder Orson Hyde, 
the bearer of these presents, a faithful 
and worthy minister of Jesus Christ, to 
bo our agent and representative in for- 
eign lands, to visit the cities of London, 
Amsterdam, Constantinople and Jeru- 
salem; and also other places that he 
may deem expedient, and converse with 
the priests, rulers and Elders of the 
Jews, and obtain from them all the in- 
formation possible, and communicate 
the same to some principal paper for 
publication, that it may have a gener- 
al cii-culiition throughout the United 
States. 

As Mr. Hyde has wihingly and 
cheerfully accepted the appointment to 
become our servant, and the servant of 
the public in distant and foreign coun- 
tries for Christs' sake, we do confident- 
ly recommend him to all religious and 
christian people, and to gentlemen and 
ladies, making no profession, as a wor- 
thy member of society, possessing 
much zeal to promote the happiness of 
mankind, fully believing that they will 
be forward to render him all the pecu- 
niarv aid he needs, to accomplish this 
laborious and hazardous mission for 
the general good of the human family. 
Ministers of every denomination, upon 
whom Mr. H. shall call, are requested 
to hold up hrs hands and aid him by 
|| their influence, with an assurance that 
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such as do this, shall have the prayers 
and blessings of a poor and an afflicted 
people whose blood has flowed to test 
the depths of their sincerity, and to 
crimson the face of freedoms soil with 
MARTYR'S BLOOD. 

Mr. Hyde is instructed by this con- 
ference to transmit to this country 
nothing but simple facts for publication, 
entirely disconnected with any peculiar 
views of theology, leaving each class 
to make their own comments and draw 
their own inferences. 

Given under our hands, at the time 
and place before mentioned. 

JOSEPH SMITH, jr. ChY. 

Robert B. Thompson, Clerk. 

Bro's Smith and Robinson, will dis- 



loyed truth spoken by the power of the 
Holy Ghost, their prejudice gradually 
gives way to the spirit of examination, 
(if they are honest,) and truth, the le- 
gitimate offspring of investigation when 
rightly directed, bursts upon their minds 
in ail its superior grandure. Whocaa 
stop the work of the great Godt Can 
persecution in ill its direful forms? 
Can tribulation? Can all the power of 
earth and hell? I answer no! no!! — 
For as the great king of day rising in 
the east cars, s the iow of night to dis- 
appear brer s r, while he illumines ti e 
western horizon by his gonial rays, so 
will error, lies, and gro?3 darkness 
which now covers the people ns a thick 
mantle, be forever swept away by tha 
benign influence of truth, and theknowl- 
cover, by the conference minutes, that Hedge (not a think about) of the Lord 
our worthy brother. Elder John E. Icovor the earth, and ail shall know (not 



Page, was July isppoint'-xi by said con- 
ference to accompany me in this mis- 
sion; and to receive the same creden- 
tial* as my ewn. 

Yours sincere! v, 

OKSON HYDE. 



Ferry, Pike co. BL JShrch 26/A, 1S40. 

Bro's. Robinson and Smith, 

It has been some 
over three month since we (Bro*9 Will- 
iam Burton and myself ) commenced 
laboring in this village and its vicinity, 
tecluding a small part of Brown co. 

When wo commenced proclaiming 
the sacred truth of t lie everlasting gos- 
pel to the inhabitants of the before 
mentioned places, there was but little 
appearance of much success; but we 



believe about) him from the least unto 
the greatest: I have baptized twenty 
in this and iu Brown county, since v/a 
have been preaching here, notwith- 
standing we have had to fight hard 
against /umor with her many tongues. 
Bro. Burton started home on the 10th 
inst.; he is a faithful minister of Christ, 
and though vouns in the cause, has 
been a great assistant tome in the good 
work. \ . : V- 

I organized a branch of the church 
in Brown county on thursday last, 
about seven mile* from this place, cun- 
|sisting of eleven members, seven of 
Which I baptized, four were members 
before, Bro. Lode r wick Ferre, an el- 
der was elected to preside over this 
branch, Bro. William Rickmore was 
elected Teacher, and Bro. Samuel 



cannot alwavscorrectly determine what 

WtH be effected by a presentation of j Rickmore Deacon, and were ordained 



pure, simple, unaduitcred truth, in its 



under my hands: this Branch I have 



purity, excelencics. and unblemished; named the Moroni branch of the church 
beauties, accompanied by the corres-Jj of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, 
ponding evidence, with an exhibition; This branch own a school-house, j| 
of its general utility and application to is spacious and will perhaps accoinuw- 



individuals in order to produce peace, 
4ove, and joy in this life, which is an 
earnest of that glory and immortality 
to be given to the heirs of the celestial 
kingdom in eternity. I have learned 
from experience, that, though men may 
be filled with prejudice produced by 
the many varying, false, malicious re- 
ports circulated in order to hinder the 
progress of the fullness of the gospel, 
by mobs, hireling priests and their 
dupes; yet, when thev hear the uqal- 



j date a hundred people. 

On last Sunday i arganizod a branch 
of the dwfbh in Brown county, be- 
tween four and five miles from this 
tillage, consisting of eighteen members; 
this branch elected Br, Stephen Abbott 
to the office of an elder, Br. Levi Pow« 
el Priest, Br. William Jaques Teacher, 
Br. John Brown Deacon: they were 
ordained under my hands: Br. Abbott 
was elected to preside over this branch. 

On Tuesday last I baptized three more, 
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which will unite themselves with this 
branch, which raises its numbers to 
twenty one, eight of which were mem- 
bers before, thirteen were baptized by 
me; this branch will meet on every 
other Sunday at this village: this 
branch I have been pleased to name 
Union branch of the church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter Day Saints, as it will 
meet on one Sunday either at repubM- 
caw school-house,or Br. Jaque's, Brown 
county, and the other at Perry Bike 
county, at the house of sister Ferrers. 

I can truly say the work of the Lord 
is onward in this section of the coun- 
try. 

We have had only two public attacks 
by Rev. heads, or would be divines but 
soon they took the hint and deserted. 

The truth in power will cut its way, 
The book of Mormon will surely sway. 
Till people many yet shall see, 
Zion glorious, happy, free. 

Your brother in the 

patience of the gospel 
of the Son of God. 
JOSEPH WOOD. 



Adams co. 111. March 30th, 1840. 
Messrs. Robinson and Smith. 

I take this opportunity to in- 
form vou of my success in the vineyard 
of the Lord, the winter past. I left 
my home last Nov. to preach the gos- 
pel in Tennessee trusting alone in the 
Lord to sustain me, as 1 was alone, and 
never had attempted to preach before. 
1 commenced preaching in Deivalb co. 
the peQfrie were very prejudiced incon- 
sequence of the falsehoods that had 
been written from Missouri, by our 
most zealous persecutors, but on hear- 
ing, expressed their surprise to hear 
me contend so strongly for the Bible, 
and its requirements; and that we 
should be persecuted for preaching the 
very order of things which all Chris- 
tendom was earnest ly praying for. 

On arriving at Overton co. 1 found 
Elder J. Moses, we preached together 
two weeks and baptized two. 1 then 
went to Jackson co. and preached 
almost constantly for six weeks, doors 
were open on the right hand and left. 
I have baptized ten in all and others are 
believing; Br. Moses joined me in Jack- 
son co., we traveled and preached in 



many places, but could not supply all 
the calls, the prejudice of the people 
appeared to give way on hearing for 
themselves, our wants was supplied, 
we never lacked for a comfortable place 
to lodge, we obtained 21 subscriber for 
the Times and Seasons, and the call 
was Books ! Books ! ! But the common 
weapon in isrepr escalation was used a- 
gainstusby individuals, we was invited 
to a public discussion of our principles, 
which we accepted, the debate lasted 
three days. Myself and Br. Moses on 
the affirmative, and Kev. S. Dewhitt 
and F. A. Stonu, (campbelites) Neg- 
ative, points at issue was. 

1st That the Book of Morman is a 
Sacred Record, and was translated by 
inspiration of God and came forth in 
fulfillment of Prophecy. 

2nd, That Apostles and Prophet9 
and Spiritual gifts, such as prophecy- 
ings, healings, diversities of tongues 
and the interpretation of tongues; are 
necessary in the church of Christ ac- 
I cording to his order, at the close of the 
debate we baptized one, there are oth- 
ers, we think, who will obey the first 
oportunity. I arrived at home on the 
28 inst. found toy family in g*>od health. 
My prayer to God is that nc will roll 
on iiis good begun work until error 
cannot be found, and truth pervade the 
whole earth, in hope of which 1 remain 
your friend and brother in the tcstimo- 
Hy of the new and everlasting cove- 
nant. 

GEORGE W. GEE. 

March 20th, 1840. 

Messrs. Robi.nson axd Smith. 
Genllerneiu 

In the midst of the serpentine 
windings of human life, and by a well 
directed turn of divine providence, I 
have been favored with the reception 
of the voice of warning and instruction 
to all people; also, the Times and Sea- 
sons; by the politeness of Mr. Wm. 
Green. 1 have perused both works 
with wonder and admiration; the voice 
of warning, I find contains the plain 
truth and much sound logic. 

Now Gentlemen, I am no Mormon, 
nor have I ever heard a Mormon preach- 
er, neither have I ever seen a regular 
Mormon member of society: but in 
perusing the Times and Seasons I was 
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struck with horror and astonishment, 
to find such a long list of horrid and 
bloody persecutions, in the midst of the 
land of Christendom and in our land of 
boasted liberty. 

My Lord and my God; can this be 
the religion of the benign prince of 
peace? What, to see a band of preach- 
ers of various denominations, who de- 
nominate themselves the ministers ot 
the gospel plenipotentiary; placed at 
the head of a bloody mob, with swords 
and gun in hand, marching forth in the 
midst of blood and slaughter; tire and 
devastation; in order to take the lives 
ofinnncent men, women and children! 
No wonder that men arc driven into 



the doctrine of infidelity and skepticism 



I have been well nigh driven into infi- 
delity myself, in consequence of such 
abominable conduct of sectarians; un- 
til I took the second thought, and actu- 
ally found that they were not the min- 
isters of the gospel; but the priests of 
sectarianism; now it is no marvel that 
they do so, for their craft is in danger. 
Do so how, do whatf why fight for the 
maintaiuance of their religion, instead 
of maintaining it by the truth, and the 
word of God. 

Old mother superstition and fanati- 
cism, does all the mischief, they are at 
the begining of aU blood shed, and the] 
original stamina of all religious perse- 
cution: the doctrine of metaphysics is 
one of the first boru heirs of supersti- 
tion, and holds a strong hand in the 
great contention of the world for pow- 
er and despotism ! ! O avaricious su- 
perstition ! who art thou? When will 
thy cruel jaws be glutted with human 
blood? will thy wicked heart never be 
satisfied with the groans of the dying, 
and the cries of helpless infants, and 
the tears of decriped old age? O ig- 
norance! thou demon of human happi- 
ness; better for us that thou had never 
been born. 

I am your friend, 
' with due respect. 
T ASAL OWEN. 



EXTRACT FROM THE VOICE OF 

WARNING. 

THE KINGDOM OF GOD. 

"Seek first the kingdom of God" was 
the command of the Saviour while on 
the earth, teaching the children of men. 

Having taken a general view of the 
Prophesies Past and Future — we will 



now proceed to fulfil this command, 
and search out the kingdom of God. 
But before we proceed, 1 would again 
caution the reader not to proceed with 
me in this research, unless he is pre- 
pared to sacrifice every thing, even to 
his good name, and his life itself, if 
nesessary, as a saciifice for the truth; 
for if he should once get a view of the 
kingdom of God, he will be so delight- 
ed as never to rest satisfied short of be- 
coming a citizen of the same. And 
yet it will be so unlike every other sys- 
tem of religion now on earth, that ho 
will be astonished that any person 
with the Bible in his his hand, should 
ever have mistaken nny of the sys- 
tems of men, for the kingdom of God. 
Now (here are certain powers, privile- 
ges, and blessings, pertaining to the 
kingdom of Gi J, which are found in 
no other, kingdom nor enjoyed by any 
other people. And by these things it 
was ever distinguished from a!! other 
kingdoms ar.d systems, insomuch that 
the inquiring mind, who is seeking the 
kingdom of God, being once acquain- 
ted with these peculiarities concerning 
it, need never mistake or be at a loss to 
know when he has found it. i>ut be- 
fore we proceed auy father in our re- 
search, let us agree upon the meaning 
of the term or the sense in which wq 
will use it; for some apply this term to 
the kingdom of Glory above, and some 
to the individual enjoyments of their 
own souls, while others apply it to his 
organized goverment on the earth.— 
Now when we speak of the kingdom of 
God, we wish to bo understood as speak- 
ing of his organized goverment on tho 
earth. r- ■ ff/ 1 ; 

Now reader, we launch forth into the 
wide field before us, in search of a king- 
dom. But stop, let us consider what 
is a kingdom? I reply that four things 
are required in order to constitute any 
kingdom, in Heaven or on earth: viz: 
first, a king; second, commissioned 
officers duly qualified to execute his or- 
dinances and laws; thirdly, a code of 
Laws, by which tho citizens are gov- 
erned; and fourthly, subjects who are 
governed. Now, where these exist in 
their proper order and regular author- 
ity, there is a kingdom: but where ei- 
ther of these cease to exist there is a 
disorganization of the kingdom, con- 
sequently an end of the kingdom, until 
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re-organized after the same manner as I expectation, more especially in the 
before. Now in this respect, the kipg- [ hearts of his deciples, who daily ex- 
dom of God is like all other kingdoms: pected to triumph over their persecu- 



wherever we find officers duly com- 
missioned and qualified bythe Lord Je- 
sus, together with his ordinances and 
la»vs existing in purity, unmixed with 
any precepts or commandments of men; 
there the kingdom of God exists, and 
there his power is manifest, and his 
blessings enjoyed as in days of old. 

We shall now take a view of the 
commencement of the setting up of 
the kiguom of God in the days of 
ihe Apostles, The first intimation ol ; 
its near approach was by an angel to j 
Zachariah, promising hirn a Son, who 
should go before the king to prepare 
his way. The next manifestation was 
to Mary, and finally to Joseph, by an 
holy angel, promising the birth of the 
Messiah; while at the same time the 
Holy Ghost manifested unto Simeon in 
the temple, that he should not die until 
he had seen the Saviour. Thus* 
all these, together with the shepherds 
and the wise men from the east began 
to rejoice with a joy unspeakable and 
full of glory, while the world around 
them knew not the occasion of their 
joy. After these things, all eeemed 
to rest in silent expectation, until John 
had grown to manhood, when he came 
bounding from the wilderness of Judea | 
with a proclamation strange and new: 
crving, repent ye, for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand baptizing unto repen- 
tance, telling them plainly that their 
king was already standing among them 
on the point of setting up his kingdom. 

And while he yet ministered, the 
?»lessiah came, and was baptized and 
6ealed with the Spirit of God, which 
rested upon him in the form of a dove, 
and soon after he began the same proc- 
lamation as John, saying, "Kepcnt ye: 
for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." 

And soon after choosing twelve dis- 
ciples, he sent them forth into all the 
cities of Judea, with the same procla- 
mation — the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand: and after them he sent seventy, 
and still another seventy, with the same 
news, so that all might be warned and 
prepared for a kingdom, which was 
soon to be organized among them. — 
Rut when these things had produced 



tors, by a coronation of this g'orious 
personage, while they themselves wero 
hoping for a reward of all their toil 
and sacrifices made for his sake by 
being exalted to dignity near his per- 
son — what must have been their disap- 
pointment, when they saw their king 
taken and crucified, being mocked, de- 
rided, ridiculed, and finally' overcame 
and triumphed over both by Jew and 
Gentile? They would gladly havo 
died in battle, to have placed him upon 
the throne. But tamely to submit with- 
out a struggle, to give up all their ex- 
pectations, and sink in despair from the 
highest pitch of enthusiasm to the low- 
est degradation, was more than they 
could well endure. They shrunk back 
in sorrow, and turned every man unto 
his net, or to their several occupations, 
supposing all was over: probably with 
reflections like these: is this the result 
of all our labours? was it for this, we 
forsook all worldly objects, our friends, 
our houses, and lands, suffering perse- 
cution, hunger, fatigue, and disgrace? 
— and we trusted it should have been 
he, who would have delivered Israel: 
but alas, they have killed him and all 
is over. For three years we have 
awakened a general expectation 
through all Judea, by telling them the 
kingdom of heaven was at hand, but 
now our king is dead how shall we dam 
to look the people in the face. With 
these reflection, each pursuing his own 
course, all was again turned tosifence, 
and the voice had ceased to be heard 
in Judea, crying, repenr ye, for ther 
kingdom of heaven. is at hand. Jcsu$ 
slept in the arms of death; a great 
stone with the seal of state secured the 
tomb where he lav, while the Roman 
guard stood in watchful silence, to see 
that all was kept secure; when sud- 
denly from the regions of glory, a 
mighty angel descended, at whoso 
presence the soldiers fell beck as dead 
mon, while he rolled the stone from 
the door of the sepulcher, and the Son 
of God awoke from his slumbers, burst 
the bonds of death, and soon after ap- 
pearing to Mary, he sent her to the 

disciples, with the joyful news of his 

he desired effect, in causing a general I resurrection, and appointing a place 
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To meet them. When, after seeing II blessings: the South is contributing no 
him, all their sorrow was turned into small share of the honest in heart a* 



joy, and all their former hopes were 
suddenly revived, they were no longer 
to cry, the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand, but were to tarry at Jerusalem, 
until the kingdom was established, and 
they prepared to unlock the door of 
the kingdom, and to adopt strangers 
and foreigners into it as legal citizens, 
by administering certain laws and or- 
dinances, which were invariably the 
laws of adoption; without which no 
man could ever become a citizen. — 
Having ascended up on high, and hav- 
ing been crowned with all powers in 
heaven and on earth, he again comes 
to his disciples and gives them their 
authority, saying unto them, "Go ye 
into all the world, aud preach the gos- 
pel to every creature; he that believ- 
eth and is baptized shall be saved, but 
he that believeth not shall be damned: 
and these signs shall follow them that 
believe: in my name shall they cast 
out devils; they shall speak with new 
tongues; they shall take up serpents, 
and if they drink any deadly thing, it 
shall not hurt them; they si all lay 
hands on the sick and they shall recov- 



er. 



Mark xvi M 15, 1G, 17, 

[TO Bfc CONTINUED.] 



lb. 



COMMERCE, ILL. APRIL, 1840. 



We have several lengthy communi- 
cations, and numerous extracts, which 
for want of room we are under the 
necessity of omitting in this No. but 
they will appear in our next. 

We are happy however, to be able 
to state that the cause of truth is gain- 
ing ground verj r rapidiy in almost ev- 
ery State in the Union; hundreds are 
embracing the gospel both at home and 
abroad almost daily; the East are lis- 
tening to the proclamation of truth with 
intense interest, and hundreds are yield- 

« 

*ng obedience to the requirements of the 
gospel, and are rejoicing in its gifts and 



J candidates for the celestial kingdom of 
jour Goi]{ and the w&t and north are 
•'not keeping back," but are fol'owing 
the glor.'ous example: Finally the great 
wheel has rolled with such velocity, 
that it has crossed the mighty deep, and 
the "Old country" is now listening 
with interest to the gospel of the Re- 
deemer, and his kin^lum is rising in 
majesty, not only in England, but Scot- 
land is beginingto rejoice in the heav- 
enly principles; yes, Edinburgh, tho 
seat of science and literature are now 

being made acquainted with the gospel, 
and some are obeying its precepts* — 
Thus the caus^ of truth rolls on, and 
priests, people, mobs nor tho devil can- 
not hinder it in its decreed course; there- 
fore, O Lord! arm thy servants with 
with power, wisdom aud grace, accor- 
ding to the greatness of the dispensa- 
tion which thou hast committed to them: 
O give them thy Spirit, that they may 
rightly divide tho word of truth, that 
they may be clad with i ighteousness &• 
with a garment, and ''shod with tho 
preparation of the gnspc! of peace." and 
go forth among all nations proclaiming 
the words of eternal life, until Israel 
shall be gathered, and the heavens shall 
"reveal the Son of God in flaming fire" 
to the utter consumation of the wicked, 
and the glorious establishment of the 
principles of righteousness upon thfr 
face of the whole earth, is tho prayer 
of thy servants: Ameu. 



C3-WANTED, One thousand dol- 
lars, to be appropriated to book prin- 
ting, on a loan of six and twelve months, 
for which real estate or personal prop- 
erly will be civen for security. 

ROBINSON & SMITH, 
Commerce, April, IS 10, 



CONFERENCE MINUTES. 

At a general conference of the church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter Da v Saints, 
held at the town of Nauvoo, Hancock 
county, Illinois, on the sixth day of 
April A. D, 1340, agreeable to pre- 
vious appointment. 

Joseph Smith, jr. was called upon 
to preside over tho conference, and 
Robbert B. Thompson to be Clerk. 
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The meeting was then opened by an 
nddrcss to the Throne of Grace, by 

Elder J. E. Page. 

The president rose and made some 
observations on the business of the con- 
ference; exhorted the brethren who 
had charges to bring against any indi- 
vidual to be charitable; and made some 
very appropriate remarks respecting 
"pulling out the beam in their own 
eyes, that they might see clearly the 
mote which was in their brothers eye. 

A letter was read from presidents of 
the seventies, wishing for an explana- 
tion of the steps, which the high coun- 
cil had taken, in removing Elder F. G. 
Bishop, from the quorum of the scv- 
ties, to that of the High Priest, with- 
out any other ordination than he had 
when in the seventies, and wished to 
know, whither, those ordained into the 
seventies at the same time F. G. Bish- 
op was, had a right to the High Priest- 
hood, or not. After observations on 
the case by different individuals, the 
president gave a statement of the au- 
thority of the seventies, and stated 
that they were Elders and not High 
Priests, and consequently brother F. 
G. Bishop had no claim to that office. 
It was then unanimously resolved that 
Elder F. G. Bishop be placed back 
again into the Quorum of the seven- 
ties. 

It was then resolved that the confer- 
ence adjourn until two o'clock P. M. 

The conference met pursuant to ad- 
journment. 

Prayer by Eider Joseph Young. 

Elder J. Grover presented charges 
against Bro. D. W. Rogers for com- 
piling an Hymn Book, and selling it 
as the one selected and published by 
sister Emma Smith; for writing a let- 
ter to N. Y. having reflections in it 
on elder John P. Green, and deroga- 
tory to his character, and likewise for 
administering medicine, which had a 
bad effect. 

It was resolved, that as Bro. Rogers 
is not present, the case be laid over 
until to morrow. 

Elder John Lawson then came for- 
ward and stated, that inconsequence of 
aome difficulty existing in the branch 
of the church where he resided, res- 
pecting the word of wisdom, the church 
hail withdrawn their fellowship from 
bim, & Bro. Thomas S. Edwards. Af- 



ter hearing the statements; it was re- 
solved, that John Lawson and Thomas 
S. Edwards be restored to fellowship. 

Elder Orson Hyde addressed the 
conference and stated that it had some 
years previous been prophesied of him, 
that he had a great work to perform 
among the Jews; and that he had re- 
cently been moved upon by the spirit 
of the Lord to visit that people, and 
gather up all the information he could 
from them respecting their movements, 
expectations &c. and communicate the 
same to this church and to this nation 
at large. Stated that he intended to 
visit the Jews in New York, London, 
Amsterdam, and then visit Constanti- 
nople and the Holy Land. 

It was then unanimously resolved 
that Elder Hyde proceed in his mis- 
sion, and that his letter of recommen- 
dation be Burned bv the President and 
Clerk of the conference. 

Elder John E. Page then rose, and 
spoke with much force on the object of 
Elder Hyde ? s mission, the gathering 
together of the Jews, and the restora- 
tion of the house of Israel; proving in 
a short, but convincing manner from 
the Bible, book of Mormon, and the 
book of Doctrine and covenants. That 
these things must take place and that 
the time had now nearly arrived for 
their accomplishment. 

It was then resolved that the confer- 
ence adjourn until to morrow morning, 
at 9 o'clock. 

Tuesday morning. Conference met 
pursuant to adjournment. 

A, Hymn was sung by the choir 
and the meeling was opened by pray- 
er by Elder Caleb Baldwin. 

Bro. D. W. Rogers* case was then 
called up. 

Which after some observations and 
explanations of the different charges. 

It was unanimously resolved, that 
Bro. D. W. Rogers be forgiven and 
that the hand of fellowship be continu- 
ed. 

The meeting was then adjourned for 
one hour. 

Conference met pursuant to adjourn- 
ment. 

A Hymn was sung by the choir and 
prayer was made by Elder R. Cahoon. 

The President called upon the Clerk 
to read the report of the Presidency 
and High council, with regard to their 
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proceedings in purchasing lands andjl Resolved 1st. That we consider the 



securing a place of gathering for the 
saints. The report having been read, 
the President made some observations 
respecting the pecuniary affairs of the 
church, and requested the brethren to 
step forward and assist in liquidating 
the debts on the town plot, so that the 
poor might have inheritances. 

He then gave some account of his 

mission to Washington city,in company 
with President Rigdon and Judge Hig- 
bee, the treatment they received and 
the action of the Senate on the memo- 
rial which was presented to them. 

The meeting then called for the 
reading of the memorial, and the re- 
port of the committee on Judiciary, to 
whom the same had been referred. — 
Which were read. 

It was then resolved, that a commit- 
tee of five be appointed to draught res- 
olutions expressive of the senti- 
ments of this conference in reference 
to the report. 

Resolved, that Robert P. Foster, 
Orson Hyde, John E. Page, Joseph 
Wood and Robert B. Thompson com- 
pose said committee, and report to this 
conference. 

Resolved, That this meeting adjourn 
until to morrow morning at 9 o'clock. 

A Hymn was then sung and the 

meeting was dismissed by Elder John 
Smith. 

Wednesday morning, conference 
met persuant to adjournment 

A number were confirmed, who had 
been baptized the previous evening. 

The meeting was then opened with 
prayer by Elder Marks. 

The committee appointed to draft 
resolutions on the report which was 
read yesterday, were then called upon 
to make their report. 

Robert B. Thompson of the com- 
mittee then read the resolutions, as fol 
lows. 

Whereas, we learn with deep sor- 
row, regret and disappointment, that 
the committee on Judiciary, 10 whom 
was referred the memorial,of the mem- 
bers of the church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter Day Saints (commonly called 
Mormons) complaining of the griev- 
ances suffered by them in the State of 
Missouri, have reported unfavorable to 
our cause, to Justice and humanity. 

Therefore, 



report of the committee on Judiciary, 
unconstitutional, and subversive of the 
rights of a free people; and justly calls 
for the disapprobation of all the sup- 
porters and lovers of good government 
and republican principles. 

Resolved, 2nd. That the committee 
state in their report, that our memori- 
al aggravate the case of our oppressors, 
and at the same time say; t mt they 
have not examined into the truth or 
falsehoods of the facts mentioned in said 
memorial. 

Resolved, 3rd. That the memorial 
does not aggravate the conduct of our 
oppressors, as every statement set forth 
in said memorial, was substantiated by 
indubitable testimony, therefore, We 
consider the statement of the commit- 
tee in regard to that part; as false ar.d 



ungenerous. 



Resolved, 4th. That, that p^rt of 
the report, refering us to the Justice 
and magnanimity of the State of Mis- 
souri for redress; we deem it a great 
insult to our good sense, better judg- 
ment, and intelligence; when from nu- 
merous affidavits which were iai.I be- 
fore the committee: Proved, that wo 
could only go into the State of Missou- 
ri, contrary to tho exterminating order 
of the Governor*, and consequently at 
the risk of our lives. 

Resolved, 5th. That after repeated 
appeals to the constituted authorities 
of the Slate of Missouri for redress, 
which were in vain; we fondly hoped 
that in the Congress of the United 
States, ample justice would have been 
rendered us; and upon that considera 
tiou alone,we pledged ourselves to abide 
their decision. 

Resolved, Gth. That tho extermina- 
ting order of Governor Bogs, is a direct 
infraction of the constitution of the U. 
States, and of the State of Missouri; 
and the committee in refusing to inves- 
tigate the proceedings of executive and 
others of the Stale of Missouri, and 
turning a deaf ear, to the cries of 
widows, orphans, and innocent blood, 
we deem no less, than secondary tho 
proceedings of that murderous rnob, 
whose deeds are recorded in heaven, 
and justly calls down upon their heads, 
the ri^htous judgments of an offended 

P»T * iff* 

Resolved, 7th. That the thanks of 
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this meeting be tendered to the citizens 
of the Stale of Illinois, for their kind, 
liberal, and generou3 conduct towards 
us; and that we call upon them, as 
well as every patriot in this vast re- 
public, to aid us in all lawful endeavors, 
to obtain redress for the injuries we 
have sustained. 

Resolved, 8th. That the thanks of 
this meeting be tendered to the delega- 
tion of Illinois, for their bold, manly, 
noble and independent course they 
have taken, in presenting our case be- 
fore the authorities of the nation, amid 
misrepresentation,contumely and abuse 
which characterized us in our suffering 
condition. 

Resolved, 9th. That the thanks of 
this meeting be tendered to Gov. Car- 
lin of Illinois, Gov. Lucas of Iowa i'or 
their sympathy, aid, and protection. — 
And to all other Honorable Gentlemen 
who have assisted us in our endeavors 
to obtain redress. I 

Resolved. 10th. That Joseph Smith 
jr. Sidney Rigdon, and Elias Higbee, 
the delegates appointed by this church, 
to visit the city of Washington to pre- 
pftdt our sufferings before the authori- 
ties of the nation, accept of the thanks 
of this meeting, for the prompt and 
efficient manner in which they have 
discharged their duty; and that they be 
requested in the behalf of the church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, 
throughout the world, to continue to 
use their endeavors to obtain redress 
for a suffering people; and if all hopes 
of obtaining satisfaction (for the inju- 
ries done us:) be entirely blasted, that 
they then appeal our case to the court 
of Heaven, believing, that the great 
Jehovah, who rules over the destiny of 
nations, and who notices the falling 
sparrow, will undoubtedly redress our 
wrongs, and ere long avenge us of our 
adversaries." 

It was then resolved, that the report 
of the committee on Judiciary, as well 
us the foregoing preamble and resolu- 
tions, "be published in the Quincy pa- 
pers. 

Resolved, That a committee of sev- 
en be appointed to investigate the re- 
commendations, those persons may 
have, who wish to obtain an ordination 
to the ministry and to ordain such as 
may bethought worthy. That elder! 



Samuel Bent, Joseph Wood and Orson 
Hyde, compose said committee. 

Resolved, That this meeting feel sat- 
isfied with the proceedings of the pres- 
idency with regard to the sales of town 
property &c. and that they be request- 
ed to continue in their agency. 

Resolved, That this meeting adjourn 
for one hour. 

Conference met pursuant to adjourn- 
ment, after singing tho President arose 
and read the 3d chap, of John's Gospel 
after which prayer was offered by elder 
Erastus Snow. 

The President commenced making 
observations on the different subjects 
embraced in the chapter particularly 
on the 3d, 4th, 5th verses illustrating it 
with a very beautiful and striking fig- 
ure, and throwing a flood of light on 

the subjects which were brought up to 
review. 

He then spoke to the elders respect- 
ing their mission, and advised those 
who wont into the world, to preach tho 
gospel, to leave their families provided 
for, with the necessaries of life; and to 
teach the gathering as set forth in tho 
Holy scriptures. 

That it had been wisdom to, for tho 
greater body of the church to keep 
on this side of the river, in order that a 
foundation might be established in this 
place, but that now, it was the privi- 
ledgc of the saints to occupy the lands 
in the Iowa, or wherever the spirit 
might lead them. 

That he did not wish to have any 
political influence, but wished the saints 
to use their political franchise to the 
best of their knowledge. 

He then stated that since Elder Hyde 
had been appointed to visit the Jewish 
people, he had felt an impression that 
it would be well for Elder John E. Page 
to accompany him on his mission. 

It was resolved, that Elder John E. 
Page be appointed to accompany Elder 
Orson Hyde on his mission, and that 
he have proper credentials given him. 

It was then resolved, that as a great 
part of the time of the conference had 
been taken up with charges against in- 
dividuals which might have been settled 
by the difierent authorities of the 
church that in future no such cases be 
brought before the conferences. 

The committee on ordination, repor- 
ted that they had ordained thirty ona 
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persons, to be elders in the church: 
who were ordained under the hands of 
Alpheus GifFord, and Stephen Perry. 
Which report was accepted. 

F. G. Williams presented himself 
on the stand and humbly ashed forgive- 
ness for his conduct and expressed his 
determination to do the will of God in 
future: his case was presented to the 
conference by President Hyrum Smith, 
when it was unanimously resolved, that 
F. G. Williams be forgiven, and be 
received into the fellowship of the 
church. j 

It was reported, that seventy 
five parsons had been baptized dur- 
ing the conference, and that upwards 
of fifty had been received into the quo- 
rum of the seventies. 

President Hyrum Smith, was called 
upon to dissmiss the assembly. 

After he had made a few observa- 
tions, the conference was closed under 
the blessings of the Presidency. Until 
the first Friday in October next. J 
JOSEPH SMITH, jr. Pres't. 

Robert B. Thompson, Clerk. 



Obituary. 



DIED. — Near Warsaw, Hancock 
co. 111. John W. Clark, aged 31 years, 
formerly from Hadam, .Middle sex co. 
Connecticut. 

On the 21st of Aug. Harriet, 

eldest daughter of John W. and Ma- 
ria h Clark, aged 11 years. 

On the 27th of Aug. Alpheus, 

eldest son of John IV. and Maria h 
Clark, aged 9 years. 

On Bear Creek, Hancock co, 

III. on the 30 of Sept. last, Aaron C. 
Lyon, aged 58 years. ; 

In Will co 111. on the 3rd of 

March, Wicar Lcavitt/nged 53 years. 

In Warsaw, Hancock co. III. 

on the 27th day of October, William 
J. Holseclaw, aged 21 years 0 months 
and 12 days. 

Near Carthage, at the house of 

Noah Packard, on the 16th of Oct. 
Miss Caroline Rogers, formerly from 
McDonough co. N. Y. aged about 22 
years. 

In Quincy, III. on the 17th 

of Oct. last, Melvin L. Wilber son of 
Melvin and Eunice Wilber a^ed 11 
years 1 month and 15 days. 

-In Quincy on the 25th of Ju ly last, 



In Quincy, on the 6th of Nov. 

last, Eunice Alloizcy, daughter of 
Thomas and Mary Gordon aged 14 
years and six months. Also on the 
17th of January, Joseph Nathaniel 
Gordon, aged 2 years, 8 months. 

In this place Sept. 24;h Abner, 

son of La ban and Ester L. Morril, 
aged 10 months and 27 days. 

In Pittsfield, Pike co. III. on the 

12th of Feb. Clarissa, consort of Dan- 
iel Carter aged 20 years. 

In Adams co. 111. on the 21st 

of Oct. 1830, Omar son of Abel and 
Almira Lamb, aged 9 years 0 months 
and 24 days. 

In Adams county, III. Dec. 3lst 

1S39, Betsey, daughter of James and 
Jemima Fowel, aged 3 years i) months 
and one day. 

In Quincy 111, on the 27 of Au- 
gust last, Mary B. consort of Samuel 
Parker, aged 57 years. 

For the Time* and Seasons. 

A HYMN. 

BY E. PARTRIDGE. 

We read of the sufferings of saints long 
ago, 

How tyrants destroyed them without a 

just cause. 
So modern saints too, have their suf* 

ferings and woes; 

In this land of freedom, relig ion and 
laws. 

They have been tarrd, feather'd, and 

. often times whip'd, 
Been murder'd,and plunder d, and rob- 
bed, and driv'n; 

Their houses destroyed, till they have 
been strip'd 

Ofcajl earthly wealth, but they've troaB 
-ires in heav'n. 

Tho* we are oppress'd, we will sing and 

praise God, 

For he counts us worthy to bare it for 

Christs' sake; 

All sons must be chast'ned, and prov'd 
with the rod, 

Then let us not murmur, nor his cause 
forsake. 

How long, O my God, shall the enemy 
reign, 



And rob, drive and murder, the saint* 
wiihout cause? 

. When shall they have power their rights 
Elder Michael Barkdu!!, aged 40 years,!! to maintain, 
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Shall viols always triumph, in spite of 
ihe laws? 

Oh! no, for the prophets have foretold a 
time, ' 4 ' 

(But not till the Ancient of days shall 
have sit,) 

That saints shall have power, wisdom 
divine, h | 

The kingdom to take, and then to pos- 
sess it. i 

Oh! hasten dear Lord, hasten on that 

blest day, 
My soul will rejoice, should i live till it 

come; 

Prepare Lord thy saints, for the happy 
era, 

That we may be ready, and bid it wel- 
come. 




FOR PUBLISHING IN NAUVOO, HAN- 
COCK CO. ILL. A WEEKLY NEWS- 
PAPER TO BE ENTITLED 



The subscribers having been frequently so- 
licited by their friends in this vicinity, and 
elsewhere, to commence the publication of a 
weekly Newspaper in this place, have con- 
cluded to do 60, as soon as a sufficient num- 
ber of subscribers can be obtained to warrant 
them in their arduous undertaking. 

The Publishers will spare no pains on their 
part, to make the News an interesting and 
useful sheet to nil classes of community, as 
they will endeavor to lay before their readers 
news upon all impoitant subjects, as early 
as possible. The colums of the News will 
be devoted lo Literature, Art! and Sciences, 
lild no email share will be appropriated fori 
the interest of the farmer and mechanic, as 
copious extracts will frequently be made from 
the best agricultural periodicals of the day. 

The "News" will take perfectly neutral 
ground, in regard to politics, as it is the 
fixed determination of the publishers to stu- 
diously avoid all party strife, and political 
rankings wliich are so prevalent at the pres- 
ent time. 

TERMS. 

The "News" will be issued weekly, on a 
fine Super Royal sheet. At the reduced 
price of Two Do.hrs per annum in advance, 
or upon the delivery of the first number. — 
Any person procuring ten subscriber, and 
forwarding us the money, shall be entillod to 
the eleventh copy gratis. All current Baiik 
Notes, of any denomination received on sub- 
scription. Advertising done at usual rates. 
All Letters Addressed to the Publishers must 
be POST PAID. 

Navvoo, 111. April, 1S40. 
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A HISTORY, OF THE 
PERSECUTION, OF THE CHURCH 
OF JESUS CHRIST, OF LAT- 
TER DAY SAINTS IN 
MISSOURI. 

CONTINUED. 

The first day the saints left Dewitt, 
they traveled 12 miles, and encamped 
in a grove of timber, near the road. — 
That evening, a woman, who had, 
come short time be Tore given birth to a 
child, in consequence of the exposure 
occasioned by the operations of the 
mob, and having to move her, before 
her strength would admit, died, and 
was buried in the grove, without a cof- 
fin. There were a considerable num- 
ber sick, both grown persons and chil- 
dren, which was principally owing to 
their exposure, and to their having been 



eft"Corrill county, there was ordered 
out, a part of two brigades of militia, 
to check their movements. Generals 
Doniphan and Parks, were in command 
of them, as it was part of their brig- 
ades that were ordered out. The first 
knowledge that the people of Caldwell 
or Daviess, had of the mob, coming 
against them, was the arrival of a body 
of troops under the command of Col. 
Dunn, of Clay county, in Far West. 
As the people of Caldwell, had no 
knowledge of any troops, designed to 
come into the place, their appearance 
i caused some excitement.- Both tho 
military and civil officers, immediately 
met them, and enquired into the cause 
of their sudden appearance in the 
place without giving previous notice. 
Their emnrnaiider gave for answer, 
that "they had been ordered out, by 
General Doniphan; to repair to Daviess 
county, to operate against a mob, which 



obliged to live in their wagons and was on its march from Con ill county, 
tents so long; and in being deprived of " " " — 
editable food. No sooner had they 
started than Sashel Woods, called the 
mob together, and made a speech to 
them, guying, that they must hasten to 
assist their friends in Daviess county. 
The land sales (lie said) were cominz 
on; and if they could get the Mormon 



to Daviess This was on the first day 
of the week. We h ive not the precise 
jjdiite, but it was in October. The eve- 
ning following which was Monday, 
(Ion. Doniphan arrived in Far West. 
In consequence of these hostile move- 
ments on the part of the mob, the peo- 
ple of Caldwell had assembled together. 



driven out, they could get al! the Lud.; .tu t ike such measures as the emergen 



entitled to pre-emptions; and that they 
must hasten to Daviess, in order to ac- 
complish their object — that, if they 
would join, and drive them out, they 
could get all the lands back again, as 
well as all the pay ihey received for 
them. He assured the mob, that they 
had nothtttg to fear from tho author!* 
ties in so doing; for they had now, fol 



cy of the case might require. 

After thearri;al of Doniphan, the 
authorities made enquiry of him, con- 
cerning the matter, and the operations 
[of the mob. Ho stated that the mob 
| had gone from Corril! county, with their 
cannon, for the express purpose of dri- 
ving the saints from Daviess county; 

ng to operate against 



proof, that the authorities wouM northern; but he said that his troops were 



assist the 
midit as w\ 
them as not 
plied with, 
banditti start 



Mis 



and that theyljM miatinous, that there waa but little 
ncir property from I reliance to he plawd in them. lie ad- 
re.-juest was com- I vised Ihc authorities of Caldwell co. to 



fy, the v 
h thorn, t 



cannon, fur Daviess county. In the 
mean time, Cornelius Gilliam, "was 
busily engaged in raising a mob, in 
Piatt, and Clinton counties; to aid! 
Woods in his effort, to drive peacea- 
ble citizens, from their homes, and take 
th*ir property. After tho mob hud 



send out two or three hundred men to 
Daviess county, to defend the people 
ngn:r;st the; violence intended by the 
mob; untj such time, as eilcctual mea- 
sures could be token by the authorities, 
to put a stop to their operations: And 
ho also to!d them, that Gilliam, was 
collecting a mob, in Piatt, and other 
places, for the purpose of attacking 
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Far West; and said that it was abso 
lutely necessary, that there should be 
a strong guard kept at Far West, to 

defend the place. In accordance with 
hia representation, the authorities of 
the county, had the militia regularly 
called out, and a number went to Da- 
viess county as he had reccommended. 
to await the movements and operations 
of the mob; and to act accordingly. 

The troops that had been ordered 
out by Doniphan, went only about a 
mile and a half, from Far West, and 
there encamped until he should arrive. 
After his arrival and giving the instruc- 
tions he did, he went and ordered his 
troops home, Instead of sending them to 
Daviess county. ■ 

Immediately after his departure, 
Gen. Parks of Ray county, arrived, 
and reported that he had sent on a 
number of troops to Daviess, from Ray 
county, for the express purpose of 
stopping the operations of the mob; 
11 part of them,, he said "were to be 
relied on, and part of them were not." 
All the officers said that Bopard and 
his company, which in all their expe- 
ditions, had formed a part of their ar- 
my, were not to be depended on, for 
he was as lawless, if not more so, and 
as mabocratic, as the worst of the 
mob. ^ 

Parks, on his arrival, expressed some 
disappointment, at not finding Doniphan 
there, as he expected, and also at his 
having ordered his troops home. It 
commenced snowing and storming, ve- 
hemently; after which, Parks also sent 
his troops home, and they returned; 
but Parks himself, went on to Daviess 
county. The mob, by this time, felt 
themselves sufficiently strong, and de- 
claring themselves four hundred in 
number, and knowing that the troops 
had returned; they felt all-sufficient to 
commence their operations; and accor- 
dingly, the very night of Parks arrival 
in Daviess county, the mob commenced 
their operations. The first attack, was 
made on the house of a man by the 
name of Smith, who had gone on busi- 
ness to Ohio. His wife, was there 
nlone with two little children, neither 
of them able to walk, and withal, Mrs. 
Smith, a very delicate woman. They 
drove her out of her house; there was 
a heavy mow on the ground — it was 
rhrwt the lust of October or the first 
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of November. She took her two ch\U 
dren in her arms, and walked three 
miles through the snow, and waded 
Grand river, to Diahman. During the 
night, they burnt out seven families, 
and took all their goods and carried 
them off. They swore vengeance 
against the Mormons, as they called 
them, that they should leave Daviess 
county or they would sacrifice them all, 
and that they would make no terms of 
peace, but at the cannon's mouth, 

The next morning after this driving 
out and burning, Mr. Lyman Wight, 
who was an officer in the militia, 
asked Gen. Parks, what they should 
do, he now saw the designs and purpo- 
ses of the mob; and he wanted to 
know how to proceed. 

Here let us just remark, that the 
saints had borne the abuse of the peo- 
ple of Missouri, without cause or provo- 
cation on their part, except their reli* 
gion, from the summer of 1831, until 
this time, which was the first of Nov- 
ember 1838, during which time, their 
crops had been destroyed, their goods 
and chattels plundered, their houses 
burned, and they, driven off their farms, 
in the face of the goverment, and ap- 
peal afterappeal,made to the authorities 
for redress; but none could be had, and 
they had never, in one instance retali- 
ated; and now they were not disposed 
to move, until the authorities of the 
country, said so: and seeing Gen. Parks 
was there, they appealed to him.— 
Parks replied, with an oath, " go and 
give them a complete dressing, for you 
will never have any peace with them, 
until you do it; and 1 will stand be- 
tween you and all difficulty*" 1 

Having the orders of their General, a 
man by the name of David W. Patten, 
took one hundred men, and went to 
give them battle, though they reported 
themselves four hundred strong, and 
had a cannon. As Mr. Patten gavo 
chase, the mob fled before him. The 
pursuit lasted for two or three days, 
during which time, a general destruc- 
tion of property took place, burning 
houses &c The saints fled into Diah- 
man with what they could carry with 
them, and the rest of their property 
was all destroyed. They drove in, 
such of their cattle, horses, hogs, am 
sheep as they could get in. Their 
houses were soon wrapped in flames, 
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and what they left behiud th«m, rnadc ! 
a prey of. T 

Mr. Patten, at last got so near the 
mob, that they left their cannon and 
fled. He took the cannon, and returned 
to Diahman, and thus ended the scene 
of destruction. It is ncccj-sary for a 
proper understanding of tins matter, 
about the destruction of property, for 
the render lo know that the saints had 
bought a heavy portion of Daviess 
county; for which, there are docu- 
ments now to show, and were to have 
possession in a short time. Let it be 
noticed that the mob, in these burn- 



Copy of a letter, written by J. 
Smith j:;. and others, while in prison. 

Liberty Jail, Clay Co. Mo. ' 
To Bishop Partridge, and to the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 
Sairtts, in Quincy lllino : s,and to those 
scattered abroad, throughout all the re- 
gions round about. 

Your humble servant Joseph Smith 
jr. prisoner for Christs* sake, end the 
saints, taken and held by the power of 
monocracy under tho exterminating 
reign of his excellency Governor Lil- 
burn W. Bbggs, in company with his 
fellow prisoners and beloved brethren, 
ings, had little to lose; they had got j Caleb Baldwin. Lyman Wight, Hvrum 
pay, for both their houses, and their 1 Smith, and Alexander McRae, send 
lands, and their whole object was, to unto yon greeting: May the grace of 
drive the saints from them, and keep j God "the Father, and the Lord and 
both thousands and their pay; which Saviour JesUs Christ, rest upon you 
by the assistance of Governor Bi>£ga, all, and abide with you forever; and 
they have been enabled to do. The may faith, virtue, knowledge, temper- 
mob declared, while they were selling ance, patience, godliness, brotherly, 
tiieir lands, that they would do so, and kindness and charity dwell in you 

if they coiil i not accomplish their object and abound, so that you may not bo 
any other wmjt they would burn their barren or unfruitful, 
houses, and report the saints had done -I Wo know, that the greater part of 
it. This can be proven by Mr. Uriah you are acquainted with the "wrongs, 
B. Powel. (lightened injustice and crueltywhich 

After the mob was dispersed, and is practised upon us; wo hive been 
their cannon taken, the people from tak«i prisoners, charged faUely with 
Caldwell, returned home, in hopes of! all kind of crimes bod thrown into 
having peace; but this hope proved to he a prison enclosed with strong walls, 
vain, for C. Gilliam, who had beeo and are surrounded with a strong guard 
very active in the mob. and a comman- who an: as endefiitegablc in watching 
der of one of their companies, that was J us, as their master is in hying snares 



painted, commenced collecting his pain- 
ted and scattered forces on a stream, 
that was called the Grindstone. After 



ior the people of God. Therefore un- 
der these circumstances, dearly beloved 
brethren, we are the more readv to 



he had got as he supposed, a sufficient claim your fellowship and love. Our 



number of them collected and well pain 
ted he came intoCaldwe'l County, and 
took cattle and horses &c; and the 6aO 



situation is- calculated to awaken our 
minds to a sacred remembrance of 
your affection, and kindness; and wo 



the American People" — Page 40. 

TO BE CONTINUED. 



pic of Caldwell had to set guards, to think that your situation will have the 
protect their property."— See & Rig* same effect-, therefore, we believe, that 
don's History, entitled " An Appeal to nothing can separate us from the love 

of God, and our fellowship one with an- 
other; and that every species of wicked- 
ness and cruelty practised upon us, will 
only tend to bind our hearts and seal 
them together in love. 



INFORMATION WANTED, 

Respecting Francis Gregory who left us at 
Quincy in April, 1839. Any person who con | , ^ ^ probably, as unnessary for US 
. ... . - ■* " i to say, that we are thus treated and 

give information respecting h.m by communi- [ ield in bonds wjthout cause a§ u wd 

eating the same by letter to the Post Master j bc fa you t0 m v< th:it wcre smit . 
at xNauvoo, or to hie parents will much alevi- ler , and driven from your homes without 



ate their feelings, and confer a favor on 
WM. GREGORY, 



any provocation; we mutually under- 
stand and verily know, that if the citi- 



ELKCTA ANN GREGORY. Hzens of the state of Missouri, had not- 
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• bused the saints, and had been as desi- 
rous of peace as we were, there would 
have been nothing but peace and quie- 
tude to this day and we should not have 
been in this wretched place and bur- 
thened with the society of demons in 
human form and competed to hear 
nothing but oaths and curses, and wit- 
ness scenes of drunkenness and de- 
baucheries of every description; nei- 
ther would the cries of orphans and 
widdows have ascended to God or the 
blood of the saint3 have stained the 
soil, and cried for vengeance against 
them. But " we dwell with those who 
hated peace" aud who delighted in war 
and surely their unrelenting hearts, — 
their inhuman and murderous disposi- 
tion—and their cruel practices, shock 
humanity, and defy description! It is 
truly a tale of sorrow, lamentation and 
tcoe, too much for humanity to contem- 
plate. Such a transaction cannot be 
found where Kings and Tyrants, reign, 
or among the savages of the wilder- 
ness, or even among the ferocious 
beasts of the forest. To think that 
man shonld be mangled for sport, after 
being cruelly put to death. Women 
have their last morsel stolen from them, 
while their helpless children v/ere cling- 
ing arcund them :*nd crying for food 



and then, to gratify the hellish desires 
of their more than inhuman oppressors, 
be violated, is horrid in the extreme. 

They practice these things upon the 
Minis who have done them no wrong, 
bad committed no crime, and who were 
?to innocent and virtuous people; and 
have proved themselves lovers of God 
by forsaking and enduring ali things 
for his sake. 4£ It must needs be that 
offences come, but wo to those by 
whom ihey come." 

O God! where art thou? and where 
is the pavilion that covereth thy hiding 
place? how long shall thy hand be 
stayed, and thy pure eyes behold from 
the heavens, the wrongs and sufferings 
of thy people and of thy servants; and 
thine ears be penetrated with their 
cries? How long, O Lord! shall they 
thus suffer, before thine heart shall be 
•oftened towards them, and thy bow- 
els be moved with compassion towards 
them? O Lord God Almighty, maker 
% f heaven, earth, and seas, and of all 
ings that in them is, and who control- 
end subjecteth the devil and lhejj 



dark and benighted dominions of Sha- 
ole. Stretch forth thy hand, let thin© 
eye pierce, let thy pavilion be taken 
up, let thy hiding place no longer bo 
uncovered, let thine ear be inclined, let 
thine heart be softened, and thy bowels 
moved with compassion towards thy 
people; and let thine anger be kindled 
fj against our enemies, and in thy fury 
let fall the sword of thine indignation^ 
and avenge us of our wrongs. Re- 
member thy suffering saints, O our 
God! and thy servants will rejoice in 
thy name forever. ■ 

Dearly beloved brethren, we realize 
that perilous times have come, as have 
been testified of in ancieKt days, and 
we may look with certainty and the 
most perfect assurance, for the rolling 
in of ail those things which have been 
spoken of by all the holy prophets: 
lift up your eyes to the bright lumina- 
ry of day, and you can say, soon thou 
shnlt veil thy blushing face, for at the 
behest of Him who said, "let there bo 
. \ and their was light." thou shalt 
thdraw thy shining. Thou moon, 
thoa dimmer light, and luminary of 
Right, shalt turn to blood. We see that 
| the prophecies concerning the last 
• ; are -fulfilling, and the time shall 
soon oome when the "Son of man shall 
descend in the clouds of heaven, in 
povcur and great glory." 

We do no: shrink, nor are our hearts 
and spirits !>rukcn at the grevious yoko 
which i> v.t upon us. We know that 
God will have our oppressors in deri- 
sion, that !. will laugh at their calam- 
ity, and bkx when their fear cometh. 
we think we should have got out of our 
prison house, at the time Elder Rigdon 
got a writ of habeas corpus, had not 
our own lawyers interpreted the 
law contrary to what it reads, and a- 
gainst us, which prevented us from in- 
troducing our witnesses before the mock 
court, they have done us much harm 
from the beginning; they have lately ac- 
knowledged that the law was miscon- 
strued, and then tantleized our feelings 
with it, and have now entirely forsaken 
us, have forfeited both their oaths, and 
their bonds, and are coworkers with 
the mob. From the information wo re- 
ceived, the public mind has been for 
some time turning in our favor, and 
the majority is now friendly, and the 
lawyers can no longer browbeat us by 
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•aying, that this or that is a matter of 
pubiic opinion, for public opinion is not 
willing to brook all their proceedings, 
but are beginning to look with feelings 
of indignation upon our oppressors. — 
We think that truth, honor, virtue, and 
innocence will eventually come out tri- 
umphant. 



[a long time without information from 
I our friends, and when we read tbott 
letters they were refreshing to our souls, 
as the gentle air and refreshing breeze; 
but our feelings of joy were mingled 
with feelings of pain and sorrow on ac- 
count of the sufferings of the poor and 
much injured saints, and we need not 



We should have taken out a writ ofjjsay unto you that the flood pates of our 



hobeas corpus, and escaped the mob in 
a summary way, but unfortunately for 
us, the timber of the wall being very 
hard, our auger handles gave out which 
hifidred us longer than- we expected, we 
applied to a friend for assistance, and a 
very slight uncautious act gave rise to 
suspicion, and before we could fully 
succeed, our plan was discovered. We 
should have made our escape, and suc- 
ceeded admirably well, had it not been 
for a little imprudence, or over anxiety 
on the part of our friend. 

The Sheriff and Jailor did not blame 
US for our attempt; it was a fine breach, 
and cost the county a round sum; pub- 
lic opinion says, we OUght to have been 
permitted to have made our escape, 



but then the disgrace would have been 
on us, but now it must come on the 
State. We know that there con not be 
any charge sustained against us, and 



hearts were open, and our eyes were a 
fountain of tears. Those who have not 
been inclosed in the walls of a prison, 
Without caus.e or provocation, can have 
but little idea, how sweet the voice of 
a friend or one token of friendship is, 
from any source whatever, and awak- 
ens and calls into action every sympa- 
thetic feeling of the human heart, it 
brings to review every thing that hat 
passed, it seizes the present with the ve- 
locity of lightning, and grasps after the 
|j future with fond anticipation; It fills tho 
mind with tenderness and love until all 
enmity, malice, hatred, past differences, 
misunderstanding and mismanagements 
are entirely forgotten or are slain vic- 
tims at the feet- of love. When the 
heart is sufficiently contrite, tboo the 
voice of inspiration steals along and 
whispers, My son, peace be unto thy 
soul, thine adversity and thv nfilictions 



that the conduct of the mob— the mur-j|shali be but for a moment, aud then if 



ders at Hawn's mill — tbp exterminating 
order of Govenor Bo<?"s, and the one 
sided, rascally proevcihngs of the Leg- 
islature, has damned the slate of Mis- i 
souri to all eternity. Gen. Atchison 
has proved himself to be as contempti- 
ble as any of our enemies We have 
tried a long time to pet o;;r lawyers to 
draw us some petitions to '.ho supreme 
Judges of this state, but they have ut- 
terly refused; we have examined the 
laws, and drawn the petitions ourselves, 
end have obtained abundance vC proof 
to counteract :;11 the testimony that is 
against us — tint if the Jud^ do not 
grant us our liberty they have got to 
act contrary to honor, evidence, law 
or justice, merely to please the mob;' 
but we hope better tilings, aud trust 
that before many days, God will so4 
order our case, that we shall be set at 
liberty, and again enjoy the society of 
the saints. We received some letters 
from our friends, last evening, one from 
Emma, one from D. C. Smith and one 
from Bishop Partridge all breathing a 



thou art faithful and tr.Jure; vj -..j shall 
exalt thee on high, thou ^hah : iurnph 
over ail thy foes, thy friends u> stat id 
by thee, and shall hailtheo again with 
warm hearts: thou art not yet as Job, 
thy friends do not contend against thee, 
neither do they charge tiice with trans- 
gression, and those who do charge thea 
with tran^rcssion their hope shall b* 
Li fted, and iheir prospects melt away, 
as the hour frost meltch before the rsjpf 
of the raising sun. It likewise informs 
us that God has set his hand to change 
the times and the seasons and to blind 
the minds of the wicked, thut they may 
not understand his marvellous workings 
that he may take them in t!ie:r own 
craftiness, because their hen rts arc cor- 
rupt and the distress and sorrow which 
they seek to bring upon the saints, sin! I 
return upon them double; and not 
many years hence, they nnd their pos- 
terity, shall be destroyed from under 
heaven. Cursed nre all those that shall 
lift up the heel against miao anointed, 
saith the Lord, for they hnvo not sinnod 



kind and consoling spirit; we had been is before me saith tho Lord, but tars dont 
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that which was meet in mine eyes, and | church be conducted by a general con- 
which I commanded them, saith the j ferenceof the most faithful and respect- 
Lord. Those who cry transgression, table of the authorities of the church, 
do it because they arc the servants of and that the proceedings of thosame be 
sin, and are tho children of disobedi- forwarded to your humble servants, and 



ence themselves, and s\ve:ir falsely 
against my servants, that they may 
bring them into bondage and death. — 
Wo unto them, because they have offen- 
ded mv little ones: thev shall bo severed 
from the ordinances of mine house, their 
basket shall not be full, their houses and | 
their lands shall be empty, and they 
themselves shall be dispised by those 
who have flattered then). They shall 
not have right to the priesthood, nor 
their posterity after them, from gener- 
ation to generation; and it would have 
been better for them that a mill stone 
had been hung about their necks and 
they drowned in the depths, of the sea. 
Wo unto all those who drive, and mur- 
der, and testify against my people, saith 
the Lord of hosts, for they shall not 
escape the damnation of hell: behold 
mine eye seeth, and I know ail their 
works, and 1 have in reserve, a swift 
judgment in the season thereof, and 
thev shall be rewarded according to 

at W 

their works. 

God has said, he would have a tried 
people, and that he would purify them| 
as gold is purified; now, we think he has; 
chosen his own crucible to try us, and 



if there be any corrections by the word 
of the Lord they shall be freely trans- 
mitted, and we will cheerfully approve 
of all things which are acceptable to 
God. If any thing should have been 
suggested by us or any names mention- 
ed except by commandment or "thus 
saith the Lord," we do not consider 
it binding: therefore we shall not feel 
grieved if you should deem it wisdom 
to make different arrangements. We 
would respectfully advise the brethren, 
to be aware of an aspiring spirit, which 
has frequently urged men forward to 
make foul speeches and beget an undue 
influence in the minds of the saints and 
bring much sorrow and distress in the 
church; we would likewise say be 
aware of pride, for truly hath the wise 
man said "pride goeth before destruction 
and an haughty spirit before a fall;" 
outward appearance is not always a 
criterion for us to judge our fellow man 
by, but the lips frequently betray the 
haughty and overbearing mind, flat- 
tery also, is a deadly poison; a frank 
and open rebuke, provoketh a good man 
to emulation, and in the hour of trouble 
he will be vour best friend, but rebuke 



if wo should be so happy as to endure!ja wicked man and you will soon see 



and keep the faith it will be a sign to 
this generation, sufficient to leave them 
without excuse; and that it will be a 
trial of our faith equal to that of Abra- 
ham or any of the ancients, and that 
they will not have much cause to boast 
over us, in the persecutions and trials 
they endured. After passing through 
so much suffering and sorow, we trust 
that before long a ram may be caught 
in the thicket, so that the sons and 
daughters of Abraham mav be relieved 
from their f ;ars and anxiety, and that 
their faces may once more be lighted j 
up with joy and salvation, and be en- 
abled to hold out unto everlasting life. 
Now concerning tho places for the lo- 
cation of the saints, we would say that 
we cannot council you in this thing as 



manifes!, all the corruption of a wicked 
heart, the poison of asps is under their 
tongue, and they cast the saints in pris- 
on that their deeds ba not reproved. A 
fanciful, flowery and heate4i mma g !na - 
tion be aware of, for the things of God 
arc of vast importance,and requires time 
and experience as well as deep and sol- 
emn thought to find them out; and if 
we would brin^ souls to salvation it re- 



?! 



iires that our minds should rise to tho 



im!icst heavens, search intoand contem- 
plate the lowest abyss, expand wide as 
eternity and hold communion with Dei- 
ty, liowmuch more dignified and noble 
are the thought* of GotJ than the vain 
i .imaginations of the human heart: how 
vain and trifling have been our spirits 
in our conferences and council meet- 



well as if we were with you; and as to ings, as well as in our public and pri- 
the things written to you before, we did vate conversations; too low and con- 
not consider them binding; we would descending, for the dignified characters 
advise, that while we remain in prison of the called and chosen of God, who 
and in bondage that the affairs of the I have been set apart in tho mind of God 
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before the foundation of the world, to 

hold the keys of the mysteries of those 
thioge, which hwe been kept hid for 
ages and generaticus, which have been 
revealed to babes, yea to the weak ob- 
scure, a:u despisable ones of the earth. 
We would u - ech you to bear with the 
infirmities of the weak, and at the same 
time exhort one another to a reforma- 
tion, both teachers and taught, male 
and female, so thut honesty, sobriety, 
candor, solemnity, plainness, meekness 
and virtue may characterise us from 
henceforth; and that we be like little 
children without malice, guile or hypoc- 
racy; and now brethren after your trib- 
ulations, if you do these things, and ex- 
ercise fervant prayer in the sight of 
God always, he shall give unto you 
knowledge, by his holy Spirit, yea he 
shall pour out the Holy Ghost in such 
copious effusion as have not been since 
the creation until now; yen, the fulness 
of that promise which our Fathers have 
waited for with such anxions expecta- 
tion, which was to be revealed in the 
last days, and held in reserve until a 
time when nothing shall be withheld, 
when all the glories of earth and heaven, 
time and eternity shall be manifest to 

all those, who have endured valiantly for 
the gospel of Jesus Christ. If there be 
bourfds set to the heavens, the seas, the 
dry land, they shall be manifest, as we'd 
as the various revolutions of the sun, 
moon, and planets; and a full develop- 
ment of all the glorious laws by which 
they are governed shall be revealed in 
the "dispensation of the fulness of 
times'' according to that which was or- 
dained in the midst of the council of 
heaven in the presence of the eternal 
God, before this world was. j 

Ignorance, bigotry, and superstition 
are frequently in the way of the pros- 
perity of this church, and are like the 
torrent of rain rushing down from the 
mountains, which floods the clear stream 
with mire and dirt, but when the storm 
is over and the rain has ceased the mire 
and dirt are washed away, and the 
stream again is pure and clear as the 
fountain, so shall the church appear 
when ignorance, superstition and bigo- 
try are washed awgiy. What power 
can stay the heavens, as well might 

man stretch forth his puny arm to stop 

the mighty Missouri river in its course, 



: 



as to hinder the Almighty from pouring 
down knowledge from heaven upon tha 
j hearts of the Latter day saints: what is 
[the Governor with his murderous party, 
but wiliows on the shore to stop the 
waters in their progress? As well 
might we argue that vatet is not water r 
because the mountain torrent sends 
down mire and riles the crystal stream; 
or that fire is not fire because it can bo 
quenchable, as to say that, our cause is 
down becauso renegadoes, liars, priests 
and murderers, who are alike tenacious 
of their crafts and creeds have poured 
down upon us a flood of dirt and mire 
from their strong holds. No, they 
may rage, with all the powers of hell 
and pour forth their wpath, indignation 
and cruelty like the burning lava of 
mount Vesuvius, yet, shall Mormoniscn- 
stebd. Truth is Mormonism, and God 
is its author, by him we received our 
birth, by BEM we were called to a dis- 
pensalion of his gpspel, in the beginning 
of the fulness of times, it was by him 
we received the book of Mormon, by 
him we remain unto this day and shall 
continue to remain if it be to his glory; 
we are determined to endure tribulation 
as good soldiers, unto the end: when you 
read this, you will learn, that prison 
walls, iron doors, screaching hinge3, 
guards and jailors have not destroy ect 
our confidence, but we say, and that 
from experience, that they are calcula- 
ted in their very nature to make the 
soul of an honest man, feel stronger 
than the powers of hell- But we must 
bring our epistle to a close, and send 
our respects to fathers, mothers ,uive* # 
and children, brothers and sisters aii»l 
be assured we hold them in sacred re- 
membrance. 

We should be glad to hear from 
elder Rigdon, George W. Robinson, 
and elder Gaboon, we remember them 
and would like to jog their memory a 
little on the fable of the bear and tbfl 
two friends, who mutually agreed to 
stand by each Other; we could aisu 
mention Uncle John Smith ard others; 
a word of consolation and a blessing 
would not come amiss from any body, 

while we are so closely whispered by 

the bear.. Our respects and love to nit 

the virtuous saints. We are, dear 

brethren, your fellow sufferers and 
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prisoners of Jesus Christ for the gospel's 
sake, and for the hope of glory which 
is in us. Amen 

JOSEPH SMITH Jr., 
. HYRUM SMITH, 
LYMAN WIGHT, 
CALEB BALDWIN, 
ALEXANDER. McRAE. 



rhiladelvhia, Feb. 10///, 1840. 

Dear Brother in ihe Lord; 

It is with pleasure that 
I take my pen in hand to write a few 
lines to you, to let you know of the 
prosperity of our Redeemer's kingdom 
in this City, And if you think proper, 
it is at your disposal, for an insertion 
in the Times and Seasons, for the sat- 
isfaction of your readers. 

I left Quincy, III. on the 24 of June, 
1830, with a view of resuming my la- 
bors in the State of N. J. where I had 
labored the summer, and winter before; 



ment, and the former prejudices of the 
people seemed to be in part removed. 
I then thought it best to hire a house by 
the year to preach in that 1 might have 
it under mv own control. I did so: and 
have held 5, or 6 meetings, in it a week, 
ever since. So like Paul, at Rome, I 
preach in my own hired house. 

The iirst of Oct. some come for- 
ward, and was baptized; I have con- 
tinued baptizing all that desired to be, 
ever since: some weeks as manv as 
thirteen of a week. Thus the kingdom 
of God has roiled forth in this city; 
and I havo baptized, in all Go deciples; 
and some S, or 10 more have made ap- 
plication for baptism. We had a con- 
ference here the first of Jan. 1840, 

J. Smith, Jr. S. Rigdon, Orson, 
P. P. Pratt, and many ether ciders, 
were present. The minutes of the a- 
bove, I will send to you as socn as con- 
venient. J. Smith, jr. bore testimony to 
the coming forth of the bock of mormon 
which was the means of doing much 
good. * * The Lord has prospered me, 



my 

to say that the work of the Lord is 
gaining ground, in this city; and 1 trust 
that it will still roll on. 

Yours respectfully. 
BENJAMIN WINCHESTER. 



I came by the way of steamboats and 
railroads, and landed ot the place of 

destination, in 16 days from the time L nnd maJe me tQ ?(?e lhe f . of 
ett: where I labored, preaching in the, And , M , f authorize J 

towns, and neighborhoods, where I 
had before preached, till the first of 
Sept. It was, then thought best by the 
conference that I should come to this 
city and proclaim the fulness of the 
everlasting gospel to the inhabitants of 
the same. I immediately i cparcd to this 
place, in order to prosecute my mis- 
sion. As soon as 1 had arrived here, 
I commenced enquiring (or a house to 
preach in, but met with poor success the' 
first two or three days. Indeed, I was 
ridiculed on almost evry occasion when 
I enquired for a hou-e. (All of this in 
consequence of prejudice, and false 
reports.) But my determination was 
still the same; and that was to proclaim 
the truth, to the inhabitants of this city. 
At length I obtained one of the commis- 
sioner's Hall's and published an appoint- 
ment, in one of the news papers; and 
n crouded congregation attended the 
meeting, and I addressed the meeting, 
with the subject of the first principles 
of the gospel. I then made other ap- 
pointments in the same place, and 
preached some 10, or 12 times; and held 
one debate with one Dr. Bird, of this 
city: (a Presbyterian preacher,) which 
was the means of doing much good. — 
By this time there was quite an excile- 



From t!i3 Natchez Free Trader— -May 8th 

DREADFUL VISITATION OF 
PROVIDENCE. 

About 1 o'clock on Thursday, the 7th 
inst., the attention of the citizens of 
Natchez was attracted by on unusual 
and continuous roaring of thunder to 
the southward, at which point hung 
masses of black clouds, some of them 
stationary? and others whirling along 
with under currents, but all driving a 
little east of north. As there was evi- 
dently much lightning the continual 
roar of growling thunder, although no- 
ticed and spoken of by many, created 
no particular alarm. 

The dinner bells in the large hotels 
had rung, a little before two o,clock, 
and most of our citizens were sitting at 
their tables when, suddenly, the atmos- 
phere was darkened, so as to require 
the lighting of candles; and in n few 

| moments afterwards, the rain was pre- 
cipitated in tremendous cataracts rath- 
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er than drops. In another moment |jt°m down, also the dwelling houses of Dp. 



the tornado, in all its wrath, was upon 
us. The strongest buildings shook as 
if tossed with an earthquake. The air 
was black with whirling e- Idles of house 
walls, roofs, chimneys, huge limbers 
torn from distant ru;n.-\ a!i shot through 
the air as if thrown fr >oi a mighty cat- 
apult. The atmosphei r sooa" became' 
lighter, and then sue an fuf scene 
of* ruin as perhaps hevef befsre met t Fir: 
eye of man became rnftniiVH. The 
greater part of the ruin w^s^sff cted in 
the short space of from I ' » fiv- 
minutes, although the heary sweeping 

tornado lasted nearly half.au - •. — 

m 

For about five minutes it was mo:- iike 
the explosive force of gunpowder l.. . 
anything else it could have been com- 
pared to. Hundreds of room* wore 
burst open as sudden as if barrels of 



i! 



M'Whorter and Messrs. Dunlap and Stacey, 
Esqrs. The parish jail is partly torn down. 

From the ruins of the Stejri Boat Hotel, 
Mr. Alexander, the landlord, his lady and 
bar-keeper were dug out dive, and ah? a "Tim- 
othy Flint, the historian a~d geographer, 
and his son from Natchitoches, Xa., besidss 
Dr. Talitero and many others- Mrs. Alex- 
ander is considered dangerously injured. Two 
of her children were kilffd in her arms. At 
manv os nine dead bodied ve been du" out 
of the S. Boat Hotel- 

The num'j'f of burials which have tuken 
place to ddy is about fifty, arid many are still 
in a very dangerous and dying erudition. 

As soon as Maps 2 Me we s: all publish a list 
of P«:nes of the kilted wounded, and thoit 
Bkisstug whose bodies h ive not been found. 

Meanwhile we beg the indulgence ofonr 
I»ir;d friends and patrons for a few days in 

which time we shall be able to get our office in 

some order. The Tree Trader ogEce building 

has been crus-Iird in a:;d much shattered* We 

are all in confusion, and surrounded by the 

destitute, the houseless, the wounded and the 

dying; Our beautiful city is Shattered as if 



gunpowder had been ignited in each. , 

a , - „ rL~ * 1 it ]nj been rtormed by a!; the cannon of A us- 

As far as glasses or the naked cyr Q ur delightful China trees ail torn 

can reach, the first Ira cos of t.ie tonm-| u? . \y e ar e fueled a:;d desobt*. 

do are to be seen from the Natchez bluiil The neighbouring planters aregenffrensly 

jsendingia large gangs of f'aves lo assist in 



down the river about ten miles, bearing 
a considerate wcsiof south. Sweep:: 
across the Natchez is!and it crossed the 
point below the plantation of David Bar- 



ge gangs 

• c^arins the streets and dig^in* the dead from 
the ruins. 



The estimate of the luirobtr of lives lost, 

by intelligent men from Natches, is from 600 



land, Esq., Opposite the plantations of: 10 Iu ^ : hlt li v/aa i«'Po«iWe to r.ssertain the 

P. M. Lapiw, i: q., in Ihe pirishot' ;V : ' ''-^"^V" 11 ^ 1 ^ 

r% » • - f * i_ « . . r : 1: the ruhb:s!i was cleared avvav, winch will re- 

Loncoruia. it then struck tne Nutch?zi quire several weeks. 



bluff about a mile and a half b* low the 
city, near the mansion called the 
•Briers/ which it but slightly injured, 
but swept the mansion lale of (Jhas. 



It has txisn ass rlained that there were 104 
flat boats at the landing, only seven of which 
Aere saved. 

At the principal liotrl, the boarders to the 
number of <»0 or 60, were at dinner, and only 



embosomed into a mass of ruins. 

It then struck the city through its whole 
width of one mile and included the entire riv- 
er and the village of Vadalia on the Louisiana 
shore — making the path of the tornado a little! 
more than two miles in width. At the Nat- 



R. Green, Esq*, called the *Be!iveu,'jj7 or 8 have been seen since. 

and the ancient forest in which it was II At the Steam Boat Hotel under the hill, 

about 63 were at dinner — only six have beea 
found alive. > : - .' 5 

From the Natchez Free Trader, of May II. 

What we wrote on Friday, the day after 
the calamity, has since proved far to low a 
[computation and far to faint a sketch of the 
chez landing on the river, the ruins of dw.*I- !j ruin which has befallen our noble spirited, 
lings, stores, steam boats, and flit boats, was' 1 )'^ devoted city. 

almost entire from the Vadalia ferry to the!) The estimate of a little more than a million 
Mississippi Cotton Pres3. A few torn fra-r- k and a quarter of doll ars for the damage done 
ments of dwellings still remain, but tbey can'! to the buildings merely may be nearly con-feel 
scarcely be called shelters. || for the compact part of the city; bat to cover 

In the upper city, or Natchez on the hill, ['the loss of merchandise, provisions, goods of 
scarcely a house escaped damage or otter '[various kinds and furniture destroyed there 
ruin. The Presbyterian and Methodist chur-b'hould, in the opinion of some of our practi- 
chea have their towers thrown down, their : ; c:t ' and clear headed men, beat least, four 
roofs broken and walls shattered. Tns Epis- jj millions more add^d — making the entire loss 
copal church is much injured in its roof. — j of property in the city of Natchez more thaa 
Parker's great Southern Exchange is level j FI * r - millioxs or dollars. 
with the dust Great damage has been done- This estimate, we believe to be strictly 
to the City Hotel and the Mansion House both : within the bounds of moderation. The im- 
being unroofed, and the upper stories broken 'imence quantity of pork, bacon, butter, lard 
in. The house of sheriff Izod has not a tim- f and vegetables lost at t ie landing, swept into 
ber standing, and hundreds of other buildings j the deep and oblivious river, would astonish 
are in the same condition. The Court House an y onc no * acquainted wit 1 the nature of our 
at Vandalia, parish of Concordia, is utterly j trad s. Many of cur large ware houses sad 
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furnishing stores, having lately been crippled | 
and restricledMn t 1 eir operation?, the most of 
the supplies for city, count}' and the adjacent 
counties hare been derived from the Natchez 
Landing; these now, villi a very few excep- 
tions, are whelmed in the ruins, or lost in the 
waters. 

NAUVOO, ILL. MAY, 1840. 

All communications have, heretofore, 

been addressed to Commerce, but the 
name of the post office is now changed 
toNauvoo, and George W. liobinson 
appointed Post Master* 

We made proposals in our last num- 

s 

Ler, for publishing a weekly news pa- 
per in this p'ace; rnd in order that it 
may have a general circulation, wc in- 
sert it again. 

The Weekly is designed to give the 
general news of the day; to lay before 
those who should feel disposed to pat- 
ronize us in this attempt, all the impor- 
tant events that transpire, both at home 
and abroad, news which will be useful 
and interesting to all classes of com- 
munity; of which we are not ab!e to 
give scarcely a glimpse in our monthly 
Periodical, as it is not our intention to 
devote the columns of the Times and 
Seasons to any thing but the rise, pro- 
gress, prosperity and persecution of 
this church throughout all the world, 
and scriptural points that pertain to 
the salvation of the human family. 

The world at the present time is big 
with events, and it is highly important 
that there should be a watchman upon j 
the walls who will stand aloof from the 
political ranglings and confusion of the 
world; and support principle instead 
of party, and have for their motto "the 



good of the people." Entertaining 

these views, and influenced wholly by 

the principles of truth, we are induced 

to enter upon an undertaking of so 

great importance; we therefore, make 

this request, that all those who wish 

to patronize the "News" will forward , 
us their names immediately, in order 
that wc may be enabled to speedily as- 
certain whether we shall have a suffix 
cient support to warrant us in the un- 
dertakiugi as wc do not intend to com- 
mence until we obtain, at least, 500 
rcsponible susbscribcrs. 

0^7" Wc are under the painful neces- 
sity of rcfering some of our readers to 
an article published in the February 
number, from the High Council, ex- 
pressing their disapprobation of all 
persons who have received monies on 
subscription for the Times and Sea- 
sons, and havo not paid it over to tho 
place where it was sent Wc arc com- 
pelled to state, at this time, that there 
arc several who have used our money 
without authority, and who, moreover, 
do not manifest^any particular anxiety 
to pay it to us after having the use of 
it for some time; this is therefore, to 
inform all such persons, that unless tho 
money is forthcoming soon, we shalj 
be under the neccessity of publishing 
their names in the paper, and also of 
withholding the papers ordered by 
said persons. It is with great reluct- 
ance that we make this announcement, 
but our circumstances, and the nature 
of our business requires it; as it is im- 
possible to sustain the press without 
means. 

We- give in this number a few 
extracts of the dreadful calamity 
which has lately befallen the city of 
Natchez, a parallel of which cannot be 
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found on record. It must be acknowt 
edged by all classes that it is no fiction, 
but is in truth what it is represented to 
be, a "dreadful visitation of Provi- 
dence:" For on examination of the 
scriptures, we find that these things 
must come on the earth, and are scarce- 
ly "the beginning of sorrow." See Jcr. 
33:19,20. "Behold a whirlwind of the 
Lord is gone forth in fury even a gre- 
vious whirlwind: It shall fait previous- 
ly upon the head of the wicked. The 
anger of the Lord shall not return, un- 
til he have executed, and till he have 
performed the thoughts of his heart: in 
the latter day ye shall consider it per- 
fectly." 

The writer of the account says, "our 
delightful china trees are torn up. We 
are peeled and desolate." The proph- 
et has said that it should be so: See 
Micah 5:14. "And I will pluck up thy 
groves out of the midst of thee: so will 
1 destroy thy cities." We do not refer 
to these passages of scripture in order 
to aggrevate the case of the bereaved; 
for we consider that it is no small af- 
fliction upon those who are deprived of 
their friends and made desolate by the 
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hand of God being laid heavily upon 
them in the whirlwind. liut us faith- 
ful servants of the Lord, we must make 
a proclamation of those things that we 
know and most assuredly believe; 
taking the prophets, apostles, and Jesus 
himself for our authors concerning the 
calamity, perplexity, distress and dis- 
truction which must inevitably come on 

the inhabitants of the earth except they 
repent. 

The Son of man is about to make 
his second advent into the world, to 
reign a thousand years: in which time 
satan is to be bound. See Rev. 20:1,2. 
**And I saw an angel come down from 
heaven, having the key of the bottom- 
less pit and a great chain in his hand. 
And he laid hold on the dragon that oU 
serpent, which is the devil and satan, 
and bound him a thousand years." — 

Prior to the eventful day when sa- 
tan is to be bound, and the Son of man 
comes to reign on the earth, there are 
to be "signs in the Sun, and in the 
moon, and in the stars; and upon the 
earth distress of nations, with perplexi- 
ty; the sea and the waves roaring; 
men's hearts failing them for fear, and 
for looking after those thing* which are 



coming on the earth: for the power of 
heaven shall be shaken. And then 
shall Ihey see the Son of man coming 
in a cloud with power and grcatglory:" 
Luke 21:25,20,27. Also, Joel having 
in view the same thing, says, "And I 
will show wonders in the heavens and 
in the earth, blood, nnd fire, and pil- 
lars of smoke. The Sun shall be turn- 
ed into dirknes, and tbo moon into 
blood, before the great and terrible day 
of the Lord come."— Joci,2:30.3l.— 
Malichi say?, "thnt all the proud, yen, 
and all they that do wickedly, shall ho 
stubble: and the day that cometh shall 
burn them np.saith the Lord of hosts." 
Paul to the Thessalonians says, "that ho 
(the Lord) shall be revealed from heav- 
en in flaming fire taking vengeance on 
them that know not God, and that bbey 
not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ." 

From the foregoing quotations wo 
learn that in the last days, there shall 
begrcvious whirlwinds; nnd cities shall 
be destroyed, groves shall be plucked 
up: and thai previous to the second ad- 
vent of Christ, and the binding of satan: 
there are to be various signs manifest- 
ed, which of course must be visible; 
such as signs in the sun, moon and 
stars; there is to be distress and per- 
plexity upon the earth, the sea and the 
waves roaring. Also groat wonders 
j iu the heavens and in the earth, blood, 
and lire, &c. and the wicked are to be 
burned up as §tubb!e; and those that 
obey not the gospel, are to suffer the 
vengeance of the Lord when he comes 
with his mighty angels in flaming fire. 

Now we would a&k the candid ob- 
server, are not these things beenninrr to 
take place? Is not the earth perplexed? 
Has not the whirlwinds desolated cities? 
Has not the destructive element of 
fire, travelled with unexampled fury, 
through our nourishing and delightful 
cities, and left evident marksof indig- 
I nation? Have not great destructions 
been caused by the prowling waves 
'•heaving themselves beyond their 
hounds; the sea and waves roaring?" — 
Have not pignsbecn manifested in the 
earth, in the sun and in 1 tie stars?— 
Who could gaze upon the heavens on 
the night of the 13th of Nov. 1833; 
and view the awful commotion of tho 
stars, and then say that God has not 
given n sign that is characterestic of 
himself? 
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Now reader, reflect upon these 
things, and ponder well the paths of 
vour feet, for know assuredly us the 
Lord lives, that the words of the proph- 
ets and of the Savior, have commenced 
to be fulfilled upon the head of this 
generation, and will continue until all 
shall be fulfilled; although the cry of 
peace, peace, and all is well, may be in 
every man's mouth, yet "when they 
shall say, peace and safety; then sud- 
den destruction comcth upon them, as 
travail upon a woman with child; and 
they shall notcsccpe." — Ed, 



IMPORTANT CHURCH NEWS. 

■ 

From a communication addressed to 
us by elder J. Wood, dated Nov. 18th, 
we learn that a small branch of the 
church has been organized about nine 
or ten miles north wes* of Burlington, 
Iowa Territory: Its length forbids an 
entire insertion, we therefor? extract 
the following, in order that elders pas- 
sing may give them a cali. ''During 
my stay here I baptized two; organized 
n church of about twelve members, or- 
dained a teacher and a deacon, turned 
much prejudice, convinced some of the 
truth; and have no doubt, but if a ju- 
dicious proclaimer of the word would 
go there, be would be blessed by bring- 
ing souls unto Christ/' 

The following is a short extract of 
& lengthy letter written by cider Dun- 
can McArthur, dated Bethel, Oxford 
co. Me. March 25th. After giving 
an account of his travels, and labors in 
several counties, he proceeds: 4 *I left 
Vcrshire on the 10th of Sept, in com- 
pany with bro. P. Sessions for this 
place, arrived here on the 19th, found 
bro's. York and Carter sick with the 
fever and ague, unto whom we ad- 
ministered, and commenced laboring 
in this part of the vineyard of our God; 
here we labored incessantly uhtil the 
4th of Nov. and baptized five. We 
went into the town of Errol, Coos co. 



meetings in Saco, Buckston, Scarbor* 
ough and Rcmond, returned to this 
town and baptized two. On the 23rd 
of Nov. I again fell in company with 
bro ? s. York and Sessions, held several 
meetings in company with them in this 
vicinity, and on the 14th of January, 
we all went east as far as Dixfield; tar- 
ried there until I he 20 th; we again sep- 
arated; they went as far as the town 
of Solon preaching in the several towns 
as they passed through the country 
the people had never heard the 
gospel in its fulness before; they had 
calls for preaching on every hand. — • 
I travelled and preached m Welton* 
Farinington, Strong, Philip and Dix- 
field, baptized two in Farmington, 
seven in Dixfield, and returned to this 
place where I have been laboring ever 
since. * * Rro ? s. York and Sessions 
returned to this place a few days since;, 
they baptised one in Farmington on 
their return. * * We have succeeded 
in gathering a few of the scattered Is- 
rael from the hedious mountains of the 
north over which we have to pass in 
this country. We are all strong in 
the faith of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ, knowing that God is with us, 
waiting with patience for the redemp- 
tion of Israel and the coming of the 
Son of man in glory." 

Elder Samuel Phelps, writes from 
Kirtland, Ohio, under dafej of March 
9th, from which we learn that the work 
of the Lord is still going on in that 
section of country, a conference was 
then in session in the town of Nelson, 
Portigo co. Some were being baptised, 
many were believing: a branch of the 
church was organized in Nelson consis- 
ting of thirteen members 



It will be recollected that, in the sec- 
tion of country where elder Phelps is 
laboring, only a few years since, bro ? s. 
J. Smith jr. and S. Rigdon were drag- 
ged from their beds in the dead hour 
of night by a rulhicss banditti, (in the 
town of Hyram,) and most unmcrcifut- 



N. H. found a few brethren, preached ly beaten, tarred and feathered, and 



a number of times in that place, bap- 
tired two, organized a branch of the 
church, ordained a teacher, and return- 
ed: then bro. Sessions took bro. York, 
and went east about fifty miles to th? 
town of Farmington, baptized two, and 
returned to this place. I travelled 
South to the city of Portland, held jJ 



left on the ground as dead. The mcb 
had supposed this would put an and to 
••Mormonism," as they call it, but to 
the contrary "Mormomsm'"' has spread 
far and wide; and they now begin to 
"pant for the word of life," (the gospel:) 
and we hope thai the word of life will 
continue to be proclaimed in their cort, 
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until those who have been engaged in " a short stay at his home ^ o left for 
dragging iuocent men from their peace-! the Grand Chain on the Ohio riverj- 
ful abodes, and mutulating their flesh '! we traveled through 9 co's teaching 
&c. wiih intent to kill, will repent be-j the people both in public and in private 
fore God and "preach him whom thtyij until we came to Union co- where wo 
once persecuted," they stand fa needjj s'oped and |>reaehed about a week, 
of reform, and unless they do repent j baptized two, and then went to Johnson 
God will sweep them from the earth, co. w here we spent another week in 



in the day of his power. 



preaching to the people, baptized ono 



The following is a Paragraph taken and then left and went to Pope eo. and 
from a letter written by elder Zechnri-i began to preach to the people, and con- 
ah Wifson to Josiah Butterficld. "On'jtiriued until the 27th of Feb. when br. 
the 24th of July, I commenced lifting j .Morse left I still continued preaching 
my voice in declaration of the gospel .'to the people Until! the 23 th of March, 



of Jesus Christ in Johnson co. HI. and 
in the adjoining counties where I con- 
tinued until the 5th day of Jan. 1 
preached 66 public sermons, held one 
debate, organized 2 churches, one on 
the Ohio river consisting of 19 mem- 
bers, the other in Union co. with 8 
members, making 26 in all. I ordain- 
ed one elder and one teacher: I lelt the 
brethren in good fai'h enjoying the 
gifts and blessings of the gospel.'* 

The cause of truth is yet spreading 
in South Carolina, as wo learn from 
a letter written by elder Lysander M. 
Davis dated Ncwbery March 30 h, I 
have baptized three since I last wrote,! 
and trust that the good seed is sown in 1 
the hearts of many other honest persons. 
If you have any elders to spare, who 
will be so faithful as to enable them to 
preach by the spirit of God, send them 
here, for they may be very useful in 
this part of our Lord's vineyard. 

Elder Landers writes from Render-; 
son Grove, Knox co. 111. under date of 
Feb. 24. A conference was held in 
that place on the 17th of Feb. and a 
branch of the church organized consis- 
ting of 14 members: during his stay in 
that place, (which was about four 
weeks,) seven were baptized, there 
are great calls for preaching in that 
section of country. 

The following paragraph is from 
elder George P. Dykes, dated Nauvoo, 
April 10th. 

Having just returned from a short 
mission in the south part of this state 
I take this opportunity of informing! 



in which time I baptized 9, delivered 
50 public sermons and spent much of 
the lime in private conversation, as 
their were many enquiring after truth; 
the little branch tve raised in Pope co. 
we organized, and ordained one of 
their members, Joshua Holden, an' el- 
der a m n of a strong mind and well 
skilled in the scriptures. The name of 
the branch is masacfc* ' 

With respect I sub- . • • ; * 

scribe mvself vours Arc. 

G. P. DYKES. 

The following is a short extract of 
a letter written by elder Benjamin 
Winchester doted Philadelphia, April 

kt bince my last letter I have baptized 
forty persons; the work of God is 
prospering here: * * A Babbit is hero 

cj-c. xh 1 X *VeV $g 

Since writing the above elder Bab- 
bit has baptized fifteen in this city."' 

Brother EL Kellogg, writes from 
Kirtland, Ohio under date of April 
27th, the follwing is an extract. 

Dear brother, the Lord is reviving 
his work in this place; there is more 
or less baptised hero every week, wo 
have about 125 members in the society 
here, and more going to be baptised 
next Thursday. Many of the old in* 
habitants of this place, have been stand- 
ing and looking on until they arc con- 
vinced that this is the work of the Lord, 
and are w iling to embrace it. 

He further says: We have had a 
letter to day from Elder Charles 



the saints, through your valuable pa- ; Thompson, he is preaching a little east 
per, that I have not been altogether* of Buffalo, N. Y. and has raised up a 
idle this last winter. I left home Dec. I church in that place of forty members 
1839 * * pursued my journey till l'| It can plainly be discovered from the 
found br. Moses Morse at Millville, ' foregoing extracts, that there never has 
-who agreed to go with me, and after if been n tim*, in which the causa of 
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ceived a letter from him two days since i 
with this intelligence: he is well. 
Elder Clark is preaching and baptising 
in and about Manchester, the latest ac- 
count from Elder Turley, he was well, 
preaching baptising in the Potteries." 

, The letter above alluded to, has nev- 
er come to hand. We have been some- 
what disappointed, in not receiving 
more communications from the elders. 



When the earth is cleansed by firo 

When the wicked's hopes expire — 
When in cold oblivion's shade, 
Proud oppressors all are laid — 
Long will Zion's Mouht remain, 
There may we all meet again. 



il \ meuial. 



MARRIED. At Mount Hope 



S'Jw-an Wimmor 



t . n ihe elders, j Branch, Adams co. III. on the 2d day 

while on their way to, and after arnv-Uf April, by Eider Abel La in b f Mr, S. 
ing at England. We hope to have the " 

priviledge hereafter, of laying before our 
readers, in almost, or quite every num- 
ber, something from the Twelve and 
elders laboring in Europe; as the spread 



of the gospel, in that country is so 
great, that intelligence from them will 
be interesting to all. — Ed. 



FAREWELL SONG. 

CY P. P. PRATT* 

Sung at the General Conference of 
the Lailcr Day Saints, in tht City of 
New York 9 as six of their Elders, viz: 
B. Young, H. C. Kimball, O. Pratt, 
G. A. Smith, R. Hud/ock and P. P. 
Pratt, toere about to sail for Europe. 
They took passage on board the Shin 
Patrick Henry, for Liverpool, and 
sailed on the 1th March, 18*10. 



When shall we all meet again? 
When shall we our rest obtain? 
VV hen our pilgrimage bo o'er, 
Parting sighs be known no more, 
When Mount Zion we regain, 
There may we all moot again. 

We to foreign climes repair, 
Truth, the message which we bear, 
Truth, Which Angels oft have borne; 
Truth, to comfort those who mourn, 
Truth eternal will remain, . 
On its rock we'll meet again. 

Now the bright and morning Star, 
Spreads its glorious light afar — 
Kindles up the rising dawn, 
Of that bright Millenial morn — - 
When the Saints shall rise and reign, 
Then may we all meet again. 

When the sons of Israel come, 
When they build Jerusalem, — 
When the House of God is reared, 
And Messiah's way prepared 



J. Comfort, to Miss 
both of this place* 

In Adams co- on the 13th Inst, by 
Elder Solomon Hancock, Mr. Ben- 
jamin F. Miles to Mi-js Irem Sumner. 

By the same, and at the same time 
and pTaoe, Mr. Noah Miles to Miss 
Rachael Sumner, all of Adams co. 

In Lee co. L T. on the" KHh Inst, 
by Elder Daniel Cathcart, Mr. Woi. 
Lewis to Miss Sarah Ann Thorp. 

In tin's place, on t/;e 1st Inst, by EI* 
der E Robinson, Mr. Noui* to Miss 

Delilah Wiggttfgibn- 

In Quincy, on the 23rd of Feb. by 
Elder Isaac Morley, .Mr. Israel barlow 
to Miss Elizabeth Haven. 

In this place on the 9th Inst, by El- 
der Seymour Brunson, Mr. David B. 
Smith to Miss Lucinda W. Morgan. 

From the two last mrnjd couple we 
acknowledge with pleasure the receipt 
of an elegant slice of bride-cake. — 
In return, we wish them long life, much 
joy and felicity, peace and plenty. 

O ba t a ary. 

DIED, — la Quincy, oa the i2tfvof 

Oct. last, in the 77th year of his ago, 
John Young Son. an old soldier of lira 
Revolution. He was a firm believer in 
the everlasting gospel of Jesus Christ, 
and fell asleep under the influence of 
I! that fahh that buoyed up his soul, in the 
"pangs of death, to a glorious hope of 
immortality; fully testifying to all tint 
the religion he enjoyed in life, was able 
to support him in death: he was driven 
from Missouri with the Saints in tho 
winter of 1S39, 

In Springfield, Sangamon co. 111. 



on the 27th of July last, Sally Gorton, 
aged 22 years. 

In this place, on the 20th of April 



When from heaven he comes to reign J ° hn a p d 52 ^ , , 

In the clouds we'll meet again. % ~n IZrP 1 S 25 ° f 

e I last, Charlotte Aunla Jsham, nan 



Juno 
god 23 
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TIMES AND SEASONS* 



TO THE FUBLIC. 

A N Appeal to the American people, 

has recently been published at 
Cinciimattti, giving an account of tlie perse- 
cutions inflicted on the saints in the State of 
Missouri, etc. etc. They are printed in 
pamphlet form, of between 60 and i)0 pages, 
and elegantly bound. They will be sold at 
25 cents per copy, or 10 copies for two dol- 
lars. Any person sending ,$5, current mo- 
ney, shall receive 30 copies of the Appeal. 

All leUers to be addressed lo tlie Post 
Master of Nauvoo, Hancock Co. 111. 

7tf. GEO. W. ROBINSON. 




03- WANTED, Five hundred dol- 
lars, to lie appropriated to book prin- 
ting, on a loan of six and twelve months, 
for which rea! estate or personal prop- 
erly will be given for security. 

ROBINSON & SMITH. 

Nauvoo, Mav, 1S10. 



NOTICE, 
For the benefit of the Seventies, we 
are requested to say that that quorum 
will meet on the first Sabbath in each 
month at 0 o'clock, until otherwise or- 
dered. Done by order of the quorum. 



AGENTS FOR THE TIMES AM) SEASON'S. 

IN ILLINOIS. 
Elisha H. Groves, Columbus. - 
Wbl Draper Peasant Vale Tike Co. 
Jared Carter, Springfield, Sangamon Co. 
John Gaylord, Victoria, Knox Co. 
Jabez Capps, P. M. Mount Pulaski, 

Logan Co. 
Wm. Johnson, Lewiston, Fu!ton Co. 

NEW YORK. 
Joseph L. RofajfittW, West Leyden. 

Lewis Co. 
MASSACHUSETTS. 
Nathaniel Holmes, Georgetown, Essex Co. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE. 
Chilon Mack, P. M. Gilsmn, 
2adock Parker, Lisbon, Grafton Co. 

TENNESSE 

T. K. Witchcr. P.* M." \vLitleyviUe,J*efc 
con co. 

Wm. J. Dixon, P. M. Cenlerpoint. Ky. 

ENGLAND. 
John Taylor, Willard Richards, 

Hynufl Clark, Wilford Woodruff, 

Theodora Turlev, Joseph P. Fielding. 
Orson Pratt, Hebcr C. Kimball, 

Brifrhaxn Young, George A. Smith. 
P. P. Pratt, 

SCOTLAND. 
Samuel Multiner, Edinburgh. 

TRAVELLING AGENTS. 
Lorenzo Dams, Albert Brown. 

Samuel James, James Blakeslee, 

Almon Babbit, Joseph Wood. 

SOUTH CAROLINA. 
Ljsandcr M. Davis, 

NORTH CAROLINA. 
J#dadiah M. Grant. 



FOR PUBLISHING IN NAUVOO, HAN- 
COCK CO. ILL. A WEEKLY NEWS- 
PAPER TO BE ENTITLED 

NEW) 



The subscribers having been frequently so- 
licited by their friends in this vicinity, and 
elsewhere, to commence the publication of a 
weekly Newspaper in this place, have con- 
cluded to do so, as soon as a sufficient num- 
ber of subscribers can be obtained lo warrant 
them in their arduous undertaking. 

The Publishers will spare no pains on their 
part, to make the News an interesting and 
useful sheet to all classes of community, as 
they will endeavor to lay before their readers 
news upon all impoitant subjects, at early 
as possible. The colums of tlie News will 
be devoted lo Literature, Arts and Sciences, 
and no small share will be appropriated for 
the interest of the farmer and mechanic, as 
copious extracts will frequently be made from 
the best agricultural periodicals of the day. 

The "News" will take perfectly neutral 
ground, in regard to politics, as it is the 
fixed determination of the publishers to stu- 
diously avoid o!l party strife, and political 
rankings which are so prevalent at the pres- 
ent timn 

TERMS. 

The "News" will be issued weekly, on a 
fine Super Royal sheet. At the reduced 
price of Two Dollars per annum in advance, 
or upon Uie delivery of the first number. — 
Any person procuring ten subscriber, and 
forwarding us the money, shr.1I be entitled to 
the eleventh copy gratis. All current Bank 
Notes, of any denomination received on sub- 
scription. Advertising done ot u ital rates. 
All Letters Addressed to the Publishers must 
be POST PAID. 

ROBINSON & SMITH. 

Nacvoo, III. April, IS40. 
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THE TIMES AND SEASONS. 

[a printed nnd published every month, 
at Nauvoo, Hancock co. 111. by 
E. ROBINSON AND D. C. SMITH, 

EDITORS AND PROPRIETORS. 

TENETS: ONE DOLLAR per 
annum, payable, in all cases in ad- 
vance. Any person procuring 10 sub- 
ficnberv, and forwarding us ten dollars 
current money, shall receive cne vol- 
ume gratis. Letters on buisiness 
must bo addressed to the Publishers* 
POST PAIR 
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"TRUTH WILL PREVAIL." 




Vol. I. No. 8.] 



NAUVOO, ILLINOIS. JUNE, 1840. [Whole No- 8. 




A HISTORY, OF THE 
PERSECUTION, OF THE CHURCH 
OF JESUS CHRIST, OF LAT- 
TER DAY SAINTS IN 
MISSOURI. 

CONTINUED. 

Soon after these things had transpir- 
ed in Daviess county, Caldwell was 
threatened from every quarter; and her 
citizens assembled in Far West, many 
of them moving their wives and chil- 
dren, goods, provisions, and even hou- 
ses into the city; leaving their lands 
desolate, in order that they might be 
embodied and prepared to defend them- 
selves and families to the last. Colonel 
Hinckle, and other commissioned offi- 
cers, had the troops paraded night and 
morning on the public square, and or- 
dered them to be always ready in case 
of alarm. When we were dismissed 
at eve, we were ordered to sleep in our 
clothes, and be ready at a moments 
warning, to run together at any hour 
of the night. During this state of alarm, 
the drum was beat, and guns fired, one 
night, about midnight. I ran to the 
public square, where many had already 
collected together, and the news was 
that the south part of our county, ad- 
joining Ray, was attacked by a mob, 
who were plundering houses, threaten- 
ing women and children, and taking 
peaceable citizens prisoners; and tell- 
ing families to be gone by the next 
morning or they would burn their 
houses over their heads. With this in- 
formation, captain Killian (to whom 
Col. Hinckle had committed the com- 
mand of the troops in Far West, when 
he himself was not present) sent out a 
detachment under the command of the 
brave D. W. fatten. This company, 
consisting of about sixty men, was sent 
to see what the matter was on the lines, 
and who was committing depredations, 
and if necessary, to protect or move in 
the families and property: and if pos- 
sible, effect the releaseof the prisoners. 

This company was soon under way, 
having to ride some ten or twelve miles 
mostly through extensive prairies.— 



It was October, the night was dark, 
and as we moved briskly on, (being for- 
bidden to speak a loud word,) no sound 
was heard but the rumbling of our hor- 
ses hoofs over the wide extended and 
lonely plains. While the distant plains, 
far and wide, were illuminated by blaz- 
ing fires; and immense columns of 
smoke were seen rising in awful majes- 
ty, as if the world was on fire. This 
scene of grandeur can only [be compre- 
hended by those who are 'acquainted 
with the scenes of prairie burning. A3 
the fire sweeps over millions of a°cres of 
dry grass in the fall season, and leaves 
a smooth black surface, divested of all 
vegitation. The thousand meteors blaz- 
ing in the distance like the camp fires 
of some war host, throw a fitful gleem 
of light upon the distant sky, which 
many might mistake for the Aurora 
Borealis. This scene added to the si- 
lence of midnight— the rumbling sound 
of the prancing steeds— the glistening 
of armor— and the unknown destiny of 
the expedition— all combined to impress 
the mind with deep and solemn thoughts; 
and to throw a romantic vision over tho 
imagination, which is not often experi- 
enced, except in the poet's dream, or 
the wild imagery of sleeping fancy.— 

In this solemn procession we moved on 
for some two hours, when it was sup- 
posed that we were in the neighborhood 
of danger. We were then ordered to 
dismount and leave our horses in care 
of part of the company, while the oth- 
ers should proceed on foot along the 
principal highway, to see what discov- 
ertes could be made. This precuatton 
was tor fear we might be suddenly at- 
tacked, in which case we could do bet- 
ter on foot than on horse back. W 0 
had not proceeded far when as we en- 
tered the wilderness, we were suddenly 
nred upon by an unknown enemy, in 
ambush. I-irst one solitary gun, as 
was supposed, from some out post of the 
enemy, brought one of our number to 
the ground, where he lay groaning 
while the rest of the troop had to pas* 
directly by his dying body. It was 
dawn of day in the eastern horizon, but 
darkness still hovered over the awful 
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•cene. When our men saw that they 
were ambushed and attacked, they 
found it too late to retreat, and orders 
were issued to form along in the brush, 
end under the cover of trees, which was 
instantly done, while the enemy, 
though unseen, were pouring in a dead- 
ly fire upon our whole line. We soon 
returned the fire, and charged upon 
the enemy, the whole wilderness seem- 
ed for a few moments as if wrapped in 
» blaze of lightning; and overwhelmed 
with the sharp crack of peals of thun- 
der. The enemy wcic soon driven 
from their ambush and completely 
routed. Having a creek immediately 
in their rear, many were seen forcing 
their retreat through the stream, and 
up to their arms in water. The firing 
now ceased, and the whole battle 
ground resounded with the" watch word. 
4> God and Liberty." Our forces which 
had been thrown into some disorder, 
were instantly formed, and their pieces 
reloaded, while here and there over the 
battle ground, lay the dead and wound- 
ed. The enemy had left their horses, 
•add'es, camp and baggage, in the con- 
fusion of their flight, which fell into 
our hands. Their baggage waggon 
was immediately harnessed lo a -couple 
of horses, and the wounded were picked 
up and bid in it upon blankets, while 
every man saddled and mounted ■ 
horse-, and we commenced our retreat 
to the plnce where we had left our 
horses and guard, a distance of more 
than a mile; here we halted, and laid 
our wounded upon blankets, on the 
ground, while we made arrangement* 
in the waggon for them to ride more 
comfortably. — There were about six 
of our men badly, wounded, among 
whom was the brave I), W. Patten, a 
ball having entered the lower part of 
his body. It was an awful sight to see 
them pale and helpless, and hear their 
groans. We hod as yet k>st but one 
man, who was left dead on the ground; 
his name was Gideon Carter. The 
enemy had one killed and four wound- 
ed, as we afterwards learned. We 
ascertained from the prisoners whom 
we had rescued, and one whom we had 
taken, that the enemy consisted of one 
Captain Bogart and his company, who] 
together With some volunteers from dif- 
ferent neighborhoods, mounted about 
CO net* Our party engaged, was 



from forty to fifty in number at the 
time of the engagement. There vera 
three of our fellow citizens prisoners in 
their camp. Two of these runaway 
and escaped at the commencement of 
the firing, and the other was shot 
through the body in trying to run to 
our lines, but fortunately he recovered, 
and is now a witness against them. 

Having now arranged every thing to 
the best advantage for the wounded, we 
moved on slowly towards Far West. — - 
When we came within five miles oftho 
city* cur express had reached there 
with the news of the battle, and wo 
were met by a surgeon nnd others for 
our relief, and among others the wife 
of the pale and dying Patten. 

Our wounded were now taken into a 
house, and their wounds dressed; and 
as Mrs. Pat tan entered the room and 
cast her eyes on the pale and ghastly 
features of her husband, she burst into 
tears, exclaiming O God! O my hus- 
band! how pale you look! He was 
.still able to speak, but he died that ev- 
ening in the triumphs of faith; having 
laid down his life as a martyr in tho 
cause of his country and Ins God. Tho 
young Obanion, who was shot through 
the body by the first tire of the ene- 
my's sentinel, also died about the same 
time. Thus three brave men had fal- 
len; nnd their blood cries against their 
enemies for vengeance. The others I 
believe recovered of their wounds.—* 
Having conveyed the wounded to this 
place of hospitality, we hastened homo 
to For West, and delivered the horses 
and spoils of the enemy to Col. 11 ink- 
le, the commanding officer of the Rcgi- 
ment. Them several defeats of tho 
mob in Daviess and Caldwell, checked v 
for a time, their ruinous ravages. — 
They saw that it was impossible to con- 
quer a people who were fighting for 
their homes, and their wives and chil- 
dren, unless they could come against 
them with some show of authority, for 
it was a well known fact, that the Mor* 
mons never resisted auttibriry, however 
abused; therefore their next exertion 
was to spread lies and falsehoods of tho 
most alarming character; such as tho 
Mormons were in a state of rebellion 
against the Government, and that thev 
wcreabouttoburn Richmond, &c. Thii 
flame was greatly assisted by several 
in high authority who deserted from the 
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churcht nnd fell away to the robbers Hious suspense, we discovered an army 
because of fear, and also for the sake || advancing on horso back, over the hills, 
of power and gain* These deserters! at two miles disUnce from the town.— • 
became far more false, hardened and! We at first supposed it might be our lit- 
blood-ihirsty, than those who had nev- tie company of n hundred and fifty re- 
er known the way of righteousness, , turning to us, but we soon saw that 



insomuch that they were filled with a!! 
manner of lying and murders, and plun- 
dering. The Governor who had long 
sought some opportunity to destroy ih. 
and drive us from the State; now issued | 
an order for General Clark to raise 
several thousand men, and march a- 
gainst the Mormons, and drive from the 
State, or exterminate them if necessary, 
etc. While General Clark was mus- 
tering his forces for this murderous and 
treasonable en'erpnz'% Major General 
Lucas, and Brigadier General Wilson, 
the old loaders of the Jackson co. con- 
spiracy* being nearer the scene of ac- 
tion, and wishing to immortalize their 



there were thousands of men, with a 
long trian of baggage waggons; wo 
then were in hopes that it might bo 
some friendly troops sent for our pro- 
tection; and then we thought it might 
be a troop of the robbers coming \o 
destroy us. At all events, there u-as 
no time to be lost, for although our fbrco 
[then present did not exceed five hun- 
dred men, yet we did not intend that 
they should enter the town without 
giving some account of thom3elve. — 
We accordingly marched out upon tho 
plains on the south of the city, and for 
ined in baule arrcyfextending our lino 
of foot something like a half a mile. 



names, put themselves at the head of , while a small companyof horse was post- 

the o!d Jackson county robbers, togeth- ed on our right wing on a commanding 
cr with the latu forces of the robbers i ernineuce, an I aoothor small company 
who had ail tliM while b;en embodied ''in the rear of oar ma'.n body, intended 
against us. aod turning General Atch- * as a kind of reserve. By ibis time tba 
ison out of t lie command, took the lead [ sun was near setting, and the advanco 
of all the assembled forces of the up- of the unknown armv lu-.d come within 



per country, GQH«i*tieg Of three or four 



>iain view, at less than one mile dts- 



thousand men, and with this formidable | tant. Qa sceir.2 our forces present a 
force, common i ! . ir man/h cl.rectly || small but formidable front, they cam* 



for the cily of Far West, wheic they 
arrived, while General Clark and his 
forces were several dnyg march in tlu; 
rear. In the moan [j he the Governor's 
order, and ail these mil lary movements, 
were kept an entire secret' from the 
Mormons, and e*en ::■ ul was with- 
held from Far West, thus cutting off 
all intelligence. We had only heard' 
that companies of armed men were seen j 
in the south part of the county: and! 
we had sent a white fluff and a guard 



to a halt, and formed alon^ the borders 
of the wilder ne-s. And in a fc* mo- 
ments both parties sent out a white flag, 
which met between the two armies; 
when our messenger demanded who 
they were, and what was their inten- 
tions? Tho answer was that they 
wanted three persons out of the city be- 
fore they mnssacrced the rest. This 
was a very alarming und unexpected 
answer. But they were soon prevail- 
ed upon to suspend hostilities till mora* 



-of one hundred and fifty men, to makejjing, when we were in hopes of some 

~ further and mora satisfactory informa- 

tion. The hostile army under the com* 
Wand of Lucas, then commenced their 
encampmeut for tho night, and our lit- 
tle army continued to stand to thoir 
arms for fear of some treachery. Our 
company of a hundred and fifty soon 
returned, informing us that they had 
been hemmed in through the day, and 
only escaped from their superior knowl- 
edge of the ground. We also sent an 
express to Daviess county, and by mor- 
in the morning. While we stood in j ning were reinforced by quite a number 
•ur armor, gazing to tho South in anx- j] of troop*, with Colooftl Wight at tli*c 



enquiries. But while they were absent 
on this business, an aUrm came into 
town that the whole count v to the south! 
of us was filled with hostile troops, who 
were murdering, plundering, and tak- 
ing peaceable cilizens prisoners, in their 
own houses, etc. On receiving this 
intelligence, every man flew to arms, 
for the protection of our city. It was 
now towards evening, and we had 
heard nothing of our white flag, and the j 
hundred and fifty men who went south 



no 
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head. In .he mean time, the p.infdl"' *™X V^Sl^^h 



robbers and murderers under the com- 
mand of one Gilliam, came pouring in 
from the west, to strengthen the enemy, 
and another company of murderers 
came in from Carrel county, and were 
taken into the ranks of Lucas, after 
murdering some twenty of our citizens 
at Haun's mill, of which I will give a 
particular account hereafter. Thus 
both parties were considerably reinforc- 
ed during the night. In the mean time 
our people, being determined, if attack- 
ed, to defend their homes, and wives 
and children to the last, spent the night 
in throwing up a temporary breastwork 
of building timber, logs, rails, &c, and 
by morning our south side of the city 
was fortified with a breastwork, and al- 
so a considerable part of the east and 
west sides; the whole lino of fortifica- 
tion extending a mile and a half. — 

This nights labor may seem incredible: 
but it happened that a great quantity of 
building materials had been accumula- 
ted near the spot where were thrown 
up the breastworks: and this proved an 
excellent material for the work. The 
next day, towards evening, we were in- 
formed that the Governor had ordered 
this force against u^ 3 with orders to ex- 
terminate us or drive us from the State. 
As soon as these facts were ascertain- 
ed, determined not to resist any thing 
in the shape of authority, however ty- 
rannical or unconstitutional might be 
the proceedings against us; therefore 
we had nothing more to do but to sub- 
mit to be massacred ofdriven at the op- 
tion of our persecutors. Colonel Hin- 
kle waited on Messrs. J. Smith, S. 
Rigdon, Hyrum Smith, L. Wight, G. 
Robinson and myself, with a polite re- 
quest from General Lucas, that we 
would surrender ourselves as prisoners 
and repair to his camp, and remain 
over night, with assurance that as soon 
as peaceable arrangements could be en- 
tered into next morning, we should be 
released. With this request we readi- 
ly complied, as soon as we were assur- 
ed by the pledge of the honor of the 
principal officers, that our lives should 
be safe; we accordingly walked near a 
mile voluntarily, towards the camp of 
the enemy; who, when they saw us co- 
ming came out to meet us by thousands, 
with general Lucas at their head. — 
When the haughty General rode up to 



gave orders to his troops to surround 
us, which they did very abruptly, and 
we were marched into camp surround- 
ed by thousands of savage looking be- 
ings, many of whom were painted lika 
Indian warriors. These all set up a 
constant yell, like so many blood 
hounds let loose on their prey, as if they 
had achieved one of the most miracu- 
lous victories which ever dignified the 
annals of the world. In camp we were 
placed under a strong guard, and before 
morning, A. Lyman and several other* 
were added to our number. — P. P. 
Pratt 9 history of the persecution. 

COMMUNICATIONS. 



Quincy, 111. April 28th, 1840. 
Bro,s. Smith & Robinson. 

I left Commerce on the 
15th Inst, on my journey to the holy 
land in Asia. I stopped in Lima and 
preached there on the 16th to an atten- 
tive congregation. While speaking, 
Bro. Page rode up in a carraige, came 
in and spoke to the people at the close 
of my discourse. On Friday, the 17th 
Inst. Bro. Miles brought us to this 
place; and on Saturday evening, wo 
commenced preaching, and then gave 
out appointments for preaching on Sun- 
day, Sunday night and every night du- 
ring the week with the exception of 
one. Last Sunday we closed our pub- 
lic labors in this place after administer- 
ing the sacrament to the brethren and 
sisters. 

There have been 15 persons added 
to the church by baptism during our 
meeting; and I think there are eight 
more that will be baptized to-morrow. 
Bro. Page has gone into the country to 
preach and baptize some to day. Tho 
Lord is truly with us, and enables us 
to speak with a power that finds way 
to the hearts of the people. The priests 
begin to be a little uneasy, because 
their members will believe the truth, 
and go down into Jordon: no, Mississip- 
pi. The people have treated us kind- 
ly, and have been very attentive to 
hear the word. The seed sown has 
taken deep root. Many will slip up to 
Commerce to be baptized who will bo 
the fruits of our labor here. Most to 
much of a cross to come forward and 
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own their Lord here. We expecl to 
leave this place for Columbus day after 
to-morrow. 

Our motto and prayer is this, Roll 
on thy kingdom thou king of saints, 
and preserve thy servants from pride 
and vanity, and from the snares of 
wicked men, and from the cunning 
craftiness of the devil. Pray for us, 
brethren, that we may have grace and 
and power to stand, and not faint, or 
fall out by the way. Our health is 
getting good, prospects are fair, and by 
the grace of God we will slay Goliah, 
capture the enemies forces, and bring 
them into the camp of Israel. 

So Farewell for the present, 
In the Bonds of the new cov't 

ORSON HYDE, 
JOHN E. PAGE. 

P. S. 29th April— Baptized the 
eight, making, in all, twenty three. 



The last I heard from elder Davis and 
Dean; they had baptized 33 in Lankas- 
ter county. 

The work of God is prospering ex- 
ceedingly in this city, and also in Jer- 
sey 8 or 10 are baptized almost every 
week; peace reigns in our midst, al- 
though some of the priests rage without 
and the people imagine many vane 
things. The harvest truly is great 
and the laborers are few. Their is a 
great call for faithful laborers in these 
eastern lands, yours in haste. 

LORENZO BARNES. 



Philadelphia, Pa. May 5//j, 1840. 

Bao's. Smith & Robinson. 

I am happy in stating to you, 
that the work of the Lord is prosperous 
and the kingdom of our God rolls on 
gloriously, in these earstcrn lands. 

A little more than one year ago 
when first I visited these parts, there 
was no more than 30 or 40 members 
of the church of Latter Day Saints 
within 60 miles of this place; but so 
mighty has truth flourished and the 
word of God prevailed, — that at pres- 
ent I suppose not less than 400 might 
be found within that distance, who 
have obeyed the everlasting gospel 
and are now rejoicing in the new and 
everlasting covenant; and believing 
that God assuredly has spoken from 
the heavens in the last days. 

In Chester county where I have 
spent the greater part of my time the 
past year, the church I believe now 
numbers 80 members, and the work of 
the Lord in that region is in a very 
prosperous condition. Multitudes are 
believing the truth and doors are open 
for preaching on the right hand and 
on the left: and I must say with feel- 
ings of gratitude and respect to the 
brethren and friends in Chester county, 
that they have manifested a spirit of 
generosity, and liberality, worthy of 
imitation, in assisting the Twelve in 
their mission to Europe, and also in 
the late mission to Washington city. U 



Pike co. 111. March 30/A, 1840. 
Bro's. Smith & Robinson. 

I have just returned home 
after an absence of some more than 
two months, during which time I have 
been proclaiming the gospel in the 
cdunties of Scott and Green. When 
I commenced laboring in these coun- 
ties, I found the people in general, 
greatly prejudiced against the church 
of Jesus Christ, as established for the 
restoration of his people in these last 
days; indeed, it was hard to obtain 
open doors for preaching, in many pla- 
ces, the people having heard so many 
nefarious, and ridiculous reports from 
rumors many tongues, helped along, by 
those interrested for the cause of spirit- 
ual error. But the Lord who always 
assists the faithful, at length gave me 
access to the ears and hearts of the peo- 
ple, and now doors are opened on every 
side, and the Macedonian cry is heard, 
come over and help us; this is a good 
omen, and I trust that the Lord will 
carry on his work virtuously. 

I baptized five in Scott county, and 
could I have remained longer, I am 
well convinced that many more would 
have come into the covenant of grace: 
however, it is my intention to return 
there again after conference; and con- 
tinue the proclamation of the everlas- 
ting gospel. 

It is true that the priests of this world 
exert every nerve to hinder the progress 
of the truth; but what is feeble man 
to oppose the great Jehovah? The pure, 
simple gospel will beat down the king- 
doms of this world, establish peace and 
hapiness which never shall be destroy- 
ed; for the kingdoms of this world will 
become the kingdoms of our Lord and 
his Christ. 
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The work is onward here through J be in October next. The Sheriff, 
the well dirrected labor? of Br. Wood, !(Maj. Johnson,) treats me with all the 



for they who have submitted to the 
cross, and espoused the New and ev- 
erlasting covenant here are the most in- 
telligent part of community. 

1 rejoice to see how the work is roll- 
ing on, how the knowledge of the Lord 
is increasing, how the meek are increas- 
ing, and how the poor are begining to 
rejoice in the Holy One of Israel. — 
Speed thy work O Lord, until all shall 
know thee and all nations shall worship 
the king the Lord of Hosts. 
Your Brother In the Pa- 
tience And kingdom of God. 

WILLIAM B. B'JSLEY. 



Union JaiU S. C. April 29, 1840. 
Bas. Kobinson & Smith: 

I have twice written to 
you, and given you some account of : 
my labors in this part of our Divine 
Masters vineyard; and the consequent 
persecution, brought upon me by the 
servants of the adversary of all truth. 
Tho hireling priests, and their deluded 
votaries, seeing thst the kingdom of 
God wps really established upon the 
earth, for the last time, according to 



lenity that the law will admit of; for 
| he knows, and so do all the people, 
(bat for envy they have committed me. 
You may think that i have drawn rath- 
er a dark outline of the people of this 
country, but I assure you, that a strict 
regard for truth required it. Though 
I do not wish you to understand, that 
i this is their general character; for the 
Carolinians are not all religious perse- 
cutors. There are some honorable 
exceptions. There are Q ome noblo 
spirited, high minded, individuals here, 
who dispise the very idea of religious 
persecution. I have therefore, no ex- 
pectation of being treated as we were 
in Missouri; but on tho contrary, I do 
expect protection from the laws of tho 
country. And I have reason to be- 
lieve, that those who arc charged with 
the administration of the law, will dis- 
countenance in the most decided man- 
ner, such malicious and detestablo 
conduct; and that in the end, I shall 
have justice by the law of my country. 
But this, you know, will not prevent 
my laying in jail till Oct. unless I can 
get bail for my appearance at court: 
and there it rests- Calls for preaching 



the predictions of the ancient prophets; 

end that the fall of mystic Babylon j are more numerous and extensive, than 
was near at hand; and finding that) I could attend, if I was at liberty. So 

I hope some faithful servants of God 
will viatit this state, soon. We havo 
been looking for the 5th No. of the 
Times 6f Seasons for more than a week, 
and are anxiously waiting its arrival- 
From the appearances in the heav- 
ens, and on the earth; from the wars, 
rumors of wars, and the perplexity of 
nations, we are compelled to believe 
that the coming of the great and dread- 
ful day of the Lord, is near at hand; 
ing their desired cflect, viz: (to drivel which faith, I hope will excite the EI- 
the sentinels of King Messiah's army ders of Israel to emulation; and pre- 
from their post, that they themselves vail upon those whom God has chosen 
might come, clad in tho garments of to be his messengers to the nations of 
e shepherd, and fleece the flock;) they the earth, to go forth in the spirit and 



their craft, by which they get all their 
wealth, their honor, and their popular- 
ity, was in imminent danger of failing,-]] 
if the people should hear the gospel of 
tho kingdom of God preached, and be- 
lieve it. They have, therefore, used 
©11 their influence to preveut the spread 
of the truth. The first weapons, that] 
were used against our great Master's 
cause here, were thveatniog and slan- 
der; and when these failed of produc- 



proceeded to invent other schemes. 
And having suborned false witnesses, 
from among individuals of the baser 
•ort — who, by the way, professed a 
great dea! of piety — they made a false 
accusation against me, and brought me 
before a magistrate; who, when 1 fail- 
ed to give security, ordered me to be 
committed to prison; there to await the 
»UtiBf ? of th* circuit court, which wilil 



power of their God, and Inhor zealous- 
ly, and with perseverance in the holy 
office, whereunto they arc called; re- 
membering that the servants of out 
God, have a great work to perform, 
and knowing that when it is finished, 
we shall rest with our Savior, in his 
peaceful kingdom. 
I am respectfully yours, <$*a. 
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It teems fro nr. elder Lysander M. April. We soon found a room that 
Davis* communication, that an unhal- we could have to ourselves, which mud© 
lowed, religious persecution has been our solemn assembly glorious: we blest 
got up against him; in consequence of each other and prepared for our labor, 
which, he is to lay in jail until October The next day we found Elder Taylor 
next, to await his trial, being in a land jf in the city; there hud been about 30 
of strangers and not being able to give j baptized. On Wednesday went to 
bail. We do not doubt his report con- Preston, met with the church on Sun- 



cerning the matter: from a long and 
intimate acquaintance with elder Davis, 
we believe him to be a young man of 
unexceptionable character, and do not 
doubt that his probity has been assailed 
by evil designing men. — Ed. 



FROM ENGLAND. 
Preston, April 17//*, 1840. 
to the saints in the united states 
of America. 

For the comfort of the church 
in general in that country, I attempt 
to address a few lines to you, to let you 
know where we are, and what we are 
doing in this country; the work of the 
Lord is progressing here, and has been 
ever since Eld's. O. Ilvde and H. C. 
Kimball left this country: according to 



the account that the Elders give of their 

labors, there have been about eight or j the quorum of "the Twelve by a unani- 
nine hundred baptized since they left, mous voice, uccording to previous rev- 



day, bore testimony of the things the 
Lord is doing in these last diys. Pres- 
ident Joeepfl Fielding give out an ap- 
pointment for a conference, for the 
church on Wednesday the 15th. 

At a council of the Twelve, held to 
Preston, Lancashire, England, on the 
14ih of April, 18-10, it being the 9th 
day of the 1st month, of the 11th year, 
of the rise of the church of Jesus Christ. 
Elders Brigham Young, Ileber C. 
Kimball, P. P. Pratt, Orson Pratt, YViN 
ford Woodruff, John Taylor, & George 
A. Smith being present. 

Elder Brigham Young was called to 
preside, and Elder John Taylor chosen 
secretary: the council was opened by 
prayer by Elder B. Young. Elder 
Willard Richards was ordained to the 
office of an apoitle, and received into 



The gospel is spreading, the devils are 
roaring; as nigh as I can learn, the 
priests are how ling, the lures they are 
binding up. the wheat is gathering, and : 
nations are trembling, and kingdoms 
ure tottering: "men's heart* are failing 
them for fear, and for looking for those 1 



previous 

elation: Elder Brigham Young was 
unanimously chosen as the standing 
president of the Twelve. 

Resolved, that he who acts as the 
secretary of the quorum, shall prepare 
the minutes of the conferences of the 
quorum, and deposit them in the hand* 



things that are coming on the earth/' j of the president for keeping. 



The poor among men are rejoicing in 
the Lord, and the meek do iucrease 
their joy: the hearts of the wicked wax 
worse and worse, deceiving and being | 
deceived, but I rejoice thatlarn count- 
ed worthy to be one of the number to 



Moved by Elder Kimball, and second- 
ed by Elder Richards, that twenty of 
the Seventies be sent for, and that it be 
left discretionary with the president 
of the Twelve, to send for more if he 
think proper: conference adjourned, 



carry salvation to the poor and meek of \\ was closed by prayer by Elder Kim- 
the earth. Brethren, 1 want to say jl ball, 
many things, but I shall not have room 
on this paper, as 1 design giving the 
minutes of our conferences below. — 
After a long and tedious journey of 28 
days on the water we landed in Liver- 
pool: Eld's. H. C. Kimball, P. P. 
Pratt, O. Pratt, G. A. Smith, R. Had- 
lock, and myself were in company; we 
rejoiced in the Lord, and when we cast 
our minds upon the saints in that coun- 
try, we could by faith participate in 
their joys; realizing they were met in 



At a general Conference of the 
church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 
Saints, held in the Temperance Hall # 
Preston, Lancashire, England, on the 
13th of April, 1340. 

President Joseph Fielding called up- 
on Elder Kimball to preside, and Elder 
Wm. Clayton chosen clerk, it being 
the 10th day of the first month, of the 
11th year of the rise of the church: 
the meeting was opened by sieging and 
i I prayer by Elder Kimball, 
•onfereooe, it being the Gth day of U Elder Kimball then called upon the 
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elders to represent the"diflcreut branch- 
es of the church. 

Elder Joseph Fieldsng"* represented 
the church in Preston, consisting of a- 
bout 300 members, 7 elders, 8 priests, 
6 Teachers, and 2 deacons. Elder Pe- 
ter Melling represented the churcluin 
Penworthian,consistingof 73 members, 
3 elders, 1 priest, 2 teachers, 1 deacon. 
Elder Wm. Garner represented the 
church at Longton, consisting of 51 
members, 2 elders, 4 priests 2 teachers. 
Joseph Jackson represented the church 
at Southport, consisting of 20 members, 
1 priest, 1 teacher. Elder John Moon 
rep'd. the church at Dunbury Lane 
and neighborhood, members generally 
in good standing, consisting of 54 mem- 
bers, 1 elder, 2 priests, 8 teachers. — 
Richard Benson represented the church 
at Hunters Hill and neighboi hood, con- 
sisting of 17 members, 1 elder, 1 priest, 
1 teacher. Elder Amos Fielding rep- 
resented the church at Heskin, consist- 
ing of 3 members, 1 elder. Elder 
Amos Fielding represented the church 
at Bolton, consisting of 60 members, 1 
elder, 2 priests, 2 teachers. Elder 
Amos Fielding represented the church 
at Ratliff, consisting of 10 members. — 
Elder Withnal represented the church 
at Whittle, consisting of 18 members, 

1 elder, 4 priests. Elder Francis 
Clark represented the church at Ro- 
chester, consisting of 25 members, 2 el- 
ders, 1 priest. Elder Thomas Rich- 
ardson represented the church at Burn- 
ley, consisting of 24 members, general- 
ly in good standing, 1 priest, 1 teacher. 
Elder Francis Moon rep'd. the church 
at Blackburn, consisting of 15 mem- 
bers, 1 priest. Elder James Smithies 
rep'd. the church at Chaighly and 
Thomley, consisting of 29 members, 

2 ciders, 1 priest, 1 teacher, 1 deacon. 
Pr't. John Ellison rep'd. the church at 
Waddington, consisting of 50 members, 
2 priests, 2 teachers, 1 deacon. El- 
der Thomas Smith rep'd. the church at 
Clithero, consisting of 27 members, 1 
elder, 3 priests. Elder Thomas Smith 
rep'd. the church at Chatburn, consis- 

• ling of 84 members, 1 elder, 2 priests, 
2 teachers, 1 deacon. Elder Thomas 
Smith rep'd. the church at Downham, 
consisting of 20 members, 1 teacher, 1 
deacon. Elder Thomas Smith rep'd. 
the church at t^rindleton, consisting of 
5 members. Elder Wm. Clayton rep- 



resented the church at Manchester, 
consisting of 240 members, 3 elders, 5 
priests, 4 teachers, 1 deacon. Elder 
Wm- Clayton rep'd. the church at 
Stockport, consisting of 40 members, 
1 priest, 2 teachers, 1 deacon. Elder 
Wm. Clayton rep'd. the church at 
Peover and Macclesfield, consisting of 
30 members, 3 priests. Elder Wm. 
Clayton rep'd. the church atDuckines- 
fiekl, consisting of 30 members, 1 
priest. Elder Wm. Clayton represent- 
ed the church at Altrinccham, consist- 
ing of 8 members, 1 priest, 1 teacher. 
Elder Wm. Clayton rep'd. the church 
at Middlewich, consisting of 6 members. 
Elder David Wilding represented the 
church at Bury and Elton, consisting 
of 12 members. Elder Wilford Wood- 
ruff rep'd. the church at the Potteries, 
consisting of 110 members, 1 elder, 2 
priests, 4 teachers, 1 deacon. Elder 
Wilford WoodrufFrep'd. the church at 
Herefordshier, consisting of 160 mem- 
bers, 1 elder, 2 priests; about 40 of 
them were methodist preachers of the 
of the United Brethren. Elder John 
Taylor rep'd. the church at Liverpool, 
consisting of 28 members. Elder Jo- 
seph Fielding rep'd. the church at 
Alston, Cumberland, consisting of 40 
members, 2 ciders, 2 priests, 2 teachers. 
Elder W. Richards rep'd. thechurchat 
Brampton, consisting of 30 members, 

I elder, 1 priest. Elder W. Richards 
rep'd. the church at Bedford, consist- 
ing of 40 members, 1 elder, 1 priest. — 
Elder W. Richards rep'd. the church 
at Scotland, consisting of 21 members, 
3 elders. The meeting was then ad- 
journed for one hour. 

The conference again assembled at 
half past 10 o'clock, meeting opened 
by prayer and business commenced. 

Elder John moon rep'd the church at 
Layland, Moss, consisting of 6 mem- 
bers, 1 priest. Elder Willard Richards 
having previously been ordained into 
the quorum of the Twelve, according 
to previous revelation; it was moved 
by elder Young, and seconded by el- 
der Taylor, that elder Hyram Clark 
be appointpd as a counselor to elder 
Fielding, in the place of elder Richards: 
carried unanimous. Moved by elder 
Fielding, seconded by elder Young, 
that a Hymn book should be published, 
carried. Moved and see'd. that the 

II publishing of the Hymn book, shall b* 
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done by the direction of the Twelve, 
carried. Moved and sec'd. that a 
monthly pericdcal shall be published 
under the direction superintendence 
of the Twelve; for the benefit and in- 
formation of the church, as soon as a 
sufficient number of subscribers shall 
be obtained, carried. Moved and sec'd. 
that brother John Blaz&rd of Sambsbu- 
ry, be ordained to the office of a priest, 
carried. Moved and sec'd. thai bro. 
James Corbridge of Thornly, be or- 
dained to the office of a Priest, carried. 

Elder Kimball then laid before the 
conference, the importance and pro- 
priety of ordaining a Patriarch, to be- 
stow Patriarchal blessings on the father- 
less, <fc. referred to the Twelve, whose 
business it is to select one and ordain 
him according to the directions of the 
Spirit. 

After various remarks and address- 
es being given by the elders, President 
Fielding and his counselors proceeded 
to ordain bro's. Bleazard and Corbridge 
to their offices as stated above. ] 

Elder Kimball then called upon the 
clerk to read over the minutes of the 
conference, which being done they 
were received by the unanimous voice 
of the conference. 

Moved by elder Young, and sec'd. 
by elder E. P. Pratt, that this confer- 
ence bo adjourned until the Oth of July 
next, to be held in Preston, at 10 o'clock 
A. M. carried: meeting then adjourn- 
ed. 

H. C. KIMBALL Preset. 
Wm. Clayton Clerk. 

The council met pursuant to adjourn- 
ment, April 16th, 1840. The number 
of the Quorum the same as on the 14th. 
Moved by elder Young, sec'd. by elder 
Taylor, that elder P. P. Pratt be chos- 
en as the Editor of the monthly period- 
ical for the Church. Moved by elder 
Kimball, sec'd. by P. P. Pratt, that a 
commute of three be appointed to make 
a selection of Hymns. Moved by elder 
Orson Pratt and sec'd. by elder VVil- 
ford Woodruff", that ciders Brigham 
Young, P. P. Pratt, and John Taylor 
form the committc for that purpose. — 
Moved by elder Willard Richards sec'd. 

by elder G. A. Smith, that the name 
of the paper, or periodical be the "Lat- 
ter Day Saints Miilenial Star." Mov- 
ed by eider Brigham Young, sec'd. by 



elder O. Pratt, that the size of the pi- 
per, its plan and price be left at the dis- 
posal of the Editor. Moved by elder 
{B. Young, sec'd. by elder H. C. Kim- 
ball, that the Saints receive a reccom- 
mend to the church in America, to 
move in small or large bodies inasmuch 
as they desire to emigrate to that new 
country. Moved by elder B. Young, 
sec'd. by P. P. Pratt, that we recom- 
mend no one to go to Amerca that has 
money, without assisting the poor ac- 
cording to our counsel from time to 
time. 

Moved by elder J. Taylor, sec'd. by 
elder P. P. Pratt, that the copy right 
of the book of doctrine and Covenants, 
and the book of Mormon be secured 
as quick as possible. Moved by elder 
Woodruff, sec'd. by elder Richards, 
that elder B. Young, 11. C. Kimball 
and P. P. Pratt, be the committe to 
secure the copy right. 

Moved by elder II. C. Kimball, and 
sec'd. by elder W. Richards, thatelder 
Peter Melling be ordained as an evan- 
gelical minister in Preston. 

Moved by elder H. C. Kimball that 
the Twelve meet here on the 6th of Ju- 
ly next, sec'd. by elder W. Woodruff* 
and carried. 

Moved by elder W. Richards, and 
sec'd. by eldur W. Woodruff", the Ed- 
itor of the periodical, keep an ac- 
count of all the receipt and expendit- 
ures connected with the printing, gen- 
eral expenses, <fc. and the books at all 
times be open for the inspection of the 
council: the above resolutions was unan- 
imously adopted. The conference clos- 
ed by praver. 

JOHN TAYLOR Clerk. 

To Pres't. Joseph Smith and coun- 
selors: dear brethren, you no doubt 
will have the perusal of this letter, and 
minutes of our conferences; this will 
give you an idea of what we are doipg 
in this country. If you see any thing 
in, or about the whole affair, that-js^ot 
right: I ask, in the name of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, that you would J0$ke 
known unto us the mind of the Lord, 
and his will concerning us. 1 believp 
that I am as willing to do the. will of 
the Lord, and take counsel of icv breth- 
ren, and be a servant of the church, as 
ever I was in my life; but I can tell 
you, I would like to be with my old 
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friends: I like new fiiends, but I can- ] chapels: this opened a large field for tht 



Dot part with my old one's for them. 

Concerning the Hymn book, when 
we arrived here, we found the brethren 
had inid by their old Hymn books, and 
they wanted new ones; for ihe bible re* 
ligion, and all is new to them. When 
1 come to learn more about carrying 
locks into the States, or bringing them 
here, I found the duties were so high 
that we never should want to bring 
books to the States. * * I request one 



spread of the work in this country; a* 
mong the number baptised are some of 
| most all churches and classes, as well 
as preaches: tht*re is one constable, 
and one clerk of the church of England* 

with numbers of their members* But 

hi the midst of my labors. 1 received a 
letter stating ihct the Twelve had just 
armed and urished me Income to Pres- 
ton and meet with them in conference; 
consequently 1 travelled 160 miles to 
favor of you, that is a letter from you, I Preston* and was once more permitted 
that I may hear from my old friends. || to strike hands with my biethren from 
1 trust that 1 will remain vour friend 



through life, and in eternity. 

A| ever 

BRIGHAM YOUNG. 

Leibur", Herefordshire, England, 
Ajril 29/A, 1840. 

Lid's. E. Robinson <$• D. C. Smith: 
Brethren, as elder Young is 
writing, 1 am privileged with a sp;\ce 
for a few lines; knowing that our friends 
ere desirous ?o hear of liic work of the 
Lord in this land. 1 make the following 
remarks concerning the mercy of God 
fcnd my labors, since 1 last wrole you, 
(I wrote you a Irngthy letter, da- 
ted Feb. 27th, in which 1 gave you 
an account of my travels, voyage, and 
labors; from the time 1 left Montrose, 
unto the date of my letter* which I trust 



America, and set in conference, wkh 
them, the minutes of which you have 
laying before you. After conference 
I returned to Herefordshire in company 
with elder Young; we have again com* 
menced our labors here, and there will 
j be many baptized in this region; 1 have 
now more than 200 on my list, and 
scores are now waiting for an opportu- 
nity to receive the ordinance of bap. 
tism: and the woik is progressing in all 
pnrts of this country, where it is faith* 
fully proclaimed. 

I understand that Elders Wright and 
Mulliner, are opening some permanent 
doors in Scotland; and we have many 
calls through many parts of this coun- 
try, even more than we are able to fill. 
I desire the prayers of the Saints, that 
I may have wisdom and "race accor 



The following is the aggregate No. 

of churches, official and private mem* 

bers, represented at the above confer* 

ences, held in Preston, Eng. 

Elders, 36. Priests, 54 

Teachers, 36. Deacons, 11, 
Members l,6b6. All contained 

in 31 churches, or branches. — Ed. 



you may have obtained,) 1 continued | ding to my day, and do the work of 
laboring in Staffordshire, until the first God in meekness and humility, 
of March, when I feit it to be the Will WJLFORD WOODRUFF, 

of the Lord that I should go more to 
the south paitof England. I left the 
care of the Stafford church, in the 
hands of Elder Turlcy, and traveled 
80 miles south in a region where the 
word had not been preached. I com. 
menced preaching near Ledbury, Here- 
fordshire: this is in about 40 miles of 
Bristol, 40 of Birmingham, 14 of the 
city of Worcester, 120 of London. — 
As soon as I began to teach, many re- 
ceived my testimony. 1 there preach- 
ed one month and five days, and baptiz- 
ed the superintendant of the church of 
the United Brethren, a branch of the 
Methodist church, and with him forty 
five preachers, mostly of the same or- 
der; and about 114 members making 
100 in all. This put into my hands or 
under xny care more than forty estab- 
lished places of preaching, licensed ac- 
cording to law; including one or two 



NAUVOO. 
The town of Nauvoo, is situated oa 
a beautiful point of land on the Missis- 
sippi river about one hundred and six- 
ty miles above St. Louis, at the head 
of what is denominated the Demoin 
Rapids, in the county of Hancock, and 
state of Illinois: the Rapids on the riv» 
er afFords good privileges for all kinds 
of machinery in consequence of the ra» 

Spidity of the current. The town ha» 
a! 90 the advantage of a good Steag»> 
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boat landing, which renders it equal to 
any town on the Mississippi river for 
commercial improvements. The soil 
of the surrounding country is not in- 
ferior to any in the United Stales, and! 
much of the lands can be purchased or 
leased at a reasonable rate. 

There are now in the town about i 
two hundred and fifty houses, and rap- j 
idly increasing; there are also about 
one thousand acres of land divided Into 
town lots, and the size of each lo\ 
except those which are fractional are 
eleven rods by twelve, which makes 
elegant gardens, and fills the definition 
of the Hebrew word Nauvoo, a de- 
lightful plantation. Now having all 
these local advantages, together with 
the commandments of our God in 
view, lam decidedly of the opinion 
that it is the -duty and the privilege of 
the saints in the east, to gather them- 
selves togrthrr, to this place, even the 
place where God has appointed for 
them, and taking into consideration the 
important events which arc about to 
transpire, toge'her with the duty which 
is binding on the saints to gather ihein- 
6elvcs together, induces me to call up- 
on them fi r aid and influence, to assist 
us in building up the delightful planta- 
tion call ed Nau voo. A. RIPLEY. 

NAUVOO, ILL. JUNE, 1310. 

g I I - 

IMMIGRATION. 
For immigration and growth, this 
place most assuredly takes the lead of 
all o:hcr places that ever came under 
our observation; scarcely a clay leaves 
us without bringing several families to 
our midst, to mingle their exertions 
wilh others of their brethren, to build 
up a peaceful habitation, a place of in- 
dustry, where, amidst a quiet people, 
they can enjoy the sacred rights of 
conscience 

When taking a short survey of this 
people: in their various situations and 
eireumstanoeaj say from ooe year to 



m 

j a year and a half back, and viewing 
' them with an impartial eye, flying in 
in every direction for their lives, lacer- 
ating their feet upon the bleak prairies, 
exposed to the snow and frosts of the 
spring and winter months; some in 

tents, some in Wagons, some, like the 
savages of tho forest in wig-wams of 

barky and others with naught but the 

canopy of heaven for a covering over 

their heads, all thinly clad; having 

been robbed of their substance by the 

enemies of Christ, and forced to leavo 
their houses and farms which they 

had procured by their own industry: 

wives mourning fur their husbands, 

mothers weeping for their children, 

and orphans lamenting the loss of their 

'i 

parents: ail who have fallen victims to 
the wrath of murderers, and been de- 
prived of a decent grave. 

And again, when viewing the saints 

(almost every family that was expelled 

from Missouri,) scattered upon the 

banks of the Mississippi, and clswhere 

through this Stute and Iowa Teritory, 

during the heat of last summer, all 

sick With the fever, chills and fever 

&c, many of whom died for the want 

of proper care, there net being well 

ones enough to take care of tho sick; 

and all this in consequence of the 

above named exposures, brought upon 

them by the State of Missouri, by their 
unhallowed proceedings against an in* 
noc°nt people. When drawing the 

contrast between the sceneries of those 

time3 and tho present; it calls forth 

from our hearts expressions of grati* 

tudo to him who holds the destinies of 
all men, and who will mete out to 

every man his portion in due season; 

oven the God of Israel, who ia the dispe- 
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sal of events, has made all these things 
redound to the spread of his cause; and 
we trust to the good of his people.— 
By casting our eyes about us, we be- 
hold, amidst all these sceneries, the 
saints comfortably situated, with al- 
ready about 250 houses put up by their 

own hands; whereas, only 12 months 
since, 10 or 12 houses were all that 
could be numbered, m this place; and 
now at the present, time, houses are 
erecting with increased vigor and 
strength, although they consict chiefly 
of block houses. There has been 
however several commodious framed 

houses built; and several more now 
in lively operation, aiso several large 

stone buildings now in contemplation 
to be erected this season, one of which 
$s designed as a place of worship: also 
a large and splended brick building, 
the foundation of which is already laid, 
intended for a public house. A saw 
mill has been erected here which goes 
by horse power; it already begins to 
be of great use to the place. A grist 
and saw mill is now erecting upon an 
improved plan, to be carried by water 
power, which will be completed this 
season: and we would say that with 
the blessings of God, the faithful hand 
of industry, good economy, and the 
strict principles of honesty and moral- 
ity, with the increased tide of emigra- 
tion; this place is bound, according to 
the commcn course of things, to be- 



brethren the Twelve, but we are sorry 

to say, that the letter of which elder 

Woodruff speaks, dated, Feb. 27th, 
has not come to hand; however, we 

give in this No. welcome news from 

our brethren in Europe: the truth in 

that country is spreading with unparal- 

Ielled rapidity; we say to the Twelve 

# ciders in Europe, we bid them God's 
speed. 



EXTRACT FROM THE VOICE OF 

WARNING. 

[Continued from page 89.] 
Now, I wish the reader never to pass 
this commission, until he understands 
it, because, when once understood, he 
never need mistake the kingdom of 
God, but will at once discover those 
peculiarities, which were forever to 
distinguish it from all other kingdoms 
or religious systems on earth; and 
lest he should misunderstand, we will 
analyze it and look at each part care- 
fully in its own proper light:— first, 
they were to preach the gospel, ( or 
in other words, the glad tidings of a 
crucified and risen Redeemer )to all 
the world; second, he that believeth, 
and is baptized, shall be saved; third, 
he that did not believe what they preach- 
ed, should be damned; and fourth, 
these signs shall follow them that be- 
lieve — first, they are to cast out dev* 
ils; second, to speak with new tongues; 
third, to take up serpents; fourth, if 
they drink any deadly thing, it shall 
not hurt them; fifth, they were to lay 
hands on the sick, and they should re- 
cover- 



Now it is wilful blindness, or igno- 
rance of the English language, °that 
has ever caused any misunderstanding 
here. For some do toll us that those 
signs were only to follow the apostles; 
come a great depot of commercial and [and others tell us that they were only 



mechanical operations. It will ofi!?, follow be,iev,;rs of that age. But 

... ,. .Christ places the preaching, the be- 

course ennch the surrounding country, jlleving, the salvation, and the signs 

it being a market for the farmer, and j that were t0 follow, all on an equal 

a place of employment for mechanics. i f ?P ting; J*"" J? was ,imiled ' the 

jother must be; where one ceased, the 

. It is with pleasure that we arc per- ^ And , if the lan g ua S e Iim * 

• 4 . , , 1 lts th ese signs to the apostles, it limits 

nutted once more to hear from our faith and salvation also to them.— 
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IK 



And if no others were to have these fl 
eigne follow them, then no other; 
were to believe, and no others were 
to be saved: again, if the language 
limits these signs to the first age or 
ages of Christianity, then it limits sal- 
vation to the first ages of Christianity, 
for one is precisely as much limited as 
the other; and where one is in force 
the other is — and where one ends, the 
ether must stop. And as well might 
we say preaching the gospel is no 
longer needed; faith is no longer nee- 
dedi salvation is no longer needed; 
they were only given at first to estab- 
lish the gospel: as to say these signs 
arc no longer necessary, they were on- 
ly given to establish the gospel. But 
says the astonished reader, have not 
these signs ceased from among men, 
I reply, prove that the gospel has ceas- 
ed to be preached, and that men have 
ceased to believe and bo saved, and 
the world without the kingdom of God; 
or else it will prove that Jesus Christ 
was an impostor, and his promises of 

no effect 

Now having analized and under- 
stood this commission, let us still pur- 
sue the subject, of the organization of 
the kingdom of God, in the days of 
the apostles. The Savior having giv- 
en them their authority, commands 
them to tarry, and not undertake their 
mission, until they were endowed with 
power from on high. But why this 
delay? because no man was ever qual- 
ified, or ever will be, to preach that 
gospel, and teach all things whatsoev- 
er Jesus commanded them, without 
the Holy Ghost; and a very different 
Holy Ghost too, from the one now 
enjoyed by men who are not inspired: 
for the Hcly Ghost of which Jesus 
spake, would guide into all truth, bring 
all things to remembrance, whatsoev- 
er he had said unto them, and show 
them things to come — not to mention 
that it would enable them to speak in 
all the languages of the earth. Now 
a man who preaches, needs that Holy 
Ghost very much; first, to guide into 
all truth, that he may know what to 
teach; second, to strengthen his mem- 
ory, lest he might neglect to teach 
some of the things which was com- 
manded them; and third, he needs to 
know things to come, and that would 
constitute him a prophet, so that he 



might forewarn them of approaching 
danger. From this, the reader may 
see how careful Jesus was, that none 
should preach his gospel without tho 
Holy Ghost. And he may also learn 
how different the Spirit of Truth is 
from the spirits now abroad in the earth, 
deceiving the WQfM, under the name of 
the Holy Ghost. If the churches of tho 
the present day have the Holy Ghost, 
why arc they so much at a loss to 
understand truth? why do they walk 
in so many hundred different ways 
and doctrines? And I inquire, why 
do they need whole libraries of ser- 
mons, tracts, divinites, debates, argu- 
ments and opinions, all written by the 
wisdom of men, without even profess- 
ing to be inspired ? Well doth the Lord 
complain, saying, 11 their fsar towards 
nie is taught by tho precepts of men." 
But to return — the apostles tarred at 
Jerusalem, until endowed with power 
and then they commenced to proclaim 
the gospel. 

Here we have discovered several 
things towards a kingdom; 1st. wo 
have found a king, crowned at the right 
hand of God; to whom is committed 
all power in heaven and in earth; 2d, 
wo have found officers commissioned, 
and duly qualified to administer tho 
laws and ordinances of that kingdom 
3d. the laws bv which they were to be 
governed, were, all things whatsoever 
Jesus had commanded his deciples to 
teach them. 

And now if we can find how men 
became citizens of that kingdom, I 
mean as to the rules of adoption, then 
we have found tho kingdom of God in 
that age, and shall be very much dissat- 
isfied with every thing in our own age, 
professing to be the kingdom of God, 
which is not according to the pattern. 

It happened that there were no nat- 
tural born subjects of that kingdom; 
for both Jew and Gentile were inclu- 
ded in sin and unbelief; and none could 
be citizens without the law of adoption, 
and all that believed on the name of tho 
king, had power to be adopted; but 
there was but one invariable rule or 
plan by which they were adopted; and 
all that undertook to claim citizenship 
in any other way whatever, were coun- 
ted thieves and robbers, and could nev- 
er obtain the seal of adoption- This 
rule was laid down in tne Savior's 
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teaching to Nicodernus, namely, "ex-!jupon men to be baptized as soon as 
cept a man be born of water (that is ;| tliey believe and repent? Be assured, 
baptized in water) and of the Spirit,! kind reader, they (Jo not: and moreo- 
(thai is baptized with the Spirit,) he ! vcj, do they promise them the remis- 
cannot enter into the kingdom of God sion of sins, with the gift of the Holy 
Now to Peer were given the keys) Ghost? Recollect now, what effect 

the Holy Ghost has upon people who 
receive it. It will guide them into all 



of the kingdom; therefore it was his 
duty to open the kingdom to Jew, and! 

also to Gentile. - We will therefore truth, strengthen the memory, and 
carefully examine the manner in which ' show them things to come. And Jo- 



he did adopt the Jews into the kingdom, 
at the day of Pentecost. 



>el said, it would cause them to dream 
[dreams, to see visions, and prophesy. 



Now when the multitude came run- jO! my reader, where do you find a 
ning together on the day of Pentecost,! gospel like this preached among men? 
the apostle Peter standing bp with the Would mm go mourning for weeks, 
eleven, lifted his voice and reasoned i upon weeks, without the forgivness 
with them from the Scrptures, testify- of sins, or the comfort of the Holy 



ing of Jesus Christ, and his resurrec- 
tion and ascension up on high — inso- 



Spirit, if Peter stood among us, to tell 
precisely how to got such blessings! 



much that many became convinced Now what would you think of a camp 

Where three thousand men 



meeting. 



of the truth, and inquired what they 

should del Now understand, these 1 should come forward to bo prayed for? 
were not Christians; but they were 
people who were tint moment convinc- 
ed that Jesus was the Christ, and be- 
cause they wore convinced of this 
fact, they inquired, what shall we do? 



and one of the ministers should (Peter- 
like,) command them every one to re- 
pent and be baptized for remission r*f 
sins, promiaiifg that M who obeyed, 
should receive the remission of sins, 



Then Peter s'lid unto them* "repent] and the gift of the Holy Ghost, which 
and be baptized every one of yon, in, should cause, them to dream dreams 
the name of Jesus Christ, for the re-jjand prophesy; and then should 
mission of sins, and you shall recieve-j arise with his brethren of the s-amo 
the gift of the Holy Ghost; for the 1 ! calling, and the same hour commence 
promise is unto you and to your chil- bastizing, and continue until they had 
dren, and to all that arc afar off, even baptized them all; and the Holy Ghost 
as many as the Lord our God shall call." I should fell upon them, and they begin 
Gut kind reader, do you understand : to see visions, speak in other tongues, 



this proclamation ? if you do, you will 
sen that this gospel is not preached by 
any of the priests of this day. Let us 



and prophesy. Would not the news 
go abroad far and wide, that a new doc- 
trine' had made its appearance, quite 



therefore analyze and examine it sen- different from any thing now practised 
tence by sentence. You recollect !j among men? O yes, says the reader 4 
they already believed, and the next ! this to be sure would be something new, 
thing was for them to repent: first, and very strange to all of us. Well, 
faith, second, repontence, third, bap- I strange as it may seem, it is the gospel, 
tism, fourth, remission of sins, fifth, jas preached by Peter on the day of 
the Holy Ghost, was the order of the! Penticost: and Paul declares that he 
gospel. Patth gave the power to bo preached the same gospel that Peter 
come sons or citizens: repentance and did; and he also said, ''though we, or 
baptism in his name, was the obedi-H an angel from heaven preach any oth- 



cnoe through which they were adopted: 
and the Holy Spirit of promise was 
the seal of their adoption, and this 



er gospel, let him be accursed." Now 
the reader need no longer be aston- 
ished to see that these signs do not fol- 



they were sure to receive if they would • low them that believe some other gos 



obev. Now, reader, where do you 
hear such preaching in our day? — 
Who leaches that those who believe 
and repent, should be baptized, and 



pel or doctrine, different from that 
preached by the apostles. 

But now let us retnrn to the king- 
dom af God organized in the days of 



none others. Perhaps the reader may j the apostles; you discover that three 
the baptist* do; but do they call thousand persons were adopted vat* 
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(he kingdom the first day the door 
was opened. These, together with 
the numerous additions which were af- 
ierwaids made, were the subjects of 
this kingdom; which being filly framed 
together, grew unlo a holy temp o in the 
Lord. Thus we have cleared awn j the 
rubbish of sectarian tradition and super- 
stition, which arose in heapsaround us 
and having searched carefully, we hivo 
at length discover kJ the kingdom of God 
as it existed at its first arganizat on, 
in the days of the apostles; und we 
have seen that it differs widely from 
ail modern systems of religion, both 
in its o'ficers, ordinances, powers, 
and privileges 
need ever mistak 
or. 



speaks of it as having been brought from Je- 
rusalem with other sacred rolls and inarm - 
scripts, at the destrulkm of that city, and car- 
ried into Spain, where the Jews had their 
moat celebrated colleges up to the eleventh 
centurv. On the discovery of printing the 
manuscript was copied, and carried to Venice, 
where it was printed by order of the Jewish 
Consistory of R:ib!»inn ? in 1613, and is now 
for the first lime translated into the English 
language and published. The Royal Asiatic 
Society had a copy in Calcutta, and gave or- 
ders to the Rev, Mr. Adams to translate it; 
but it was abandoned on hearing that a trsns- 
latio* was already in progress. It it Call of 
interest, and written with n war it h cf piety 
and sacred devo'ion, worthy of taking an e- 
qual rank with any of the rnis? ; n# uooks, not 
Htnctly canonical. It doe 4 iutdifi?r with lha 
Bible iu a sinzle instance, but amplifies the 



18, insomuch, thru no man events recorded in Script? re, with the singio 

istakc the one for the oth- i b ATififi^ 

.making Hoab and Abraham contemporary— 



By the High Council at Nauvoo, it 
Is ordered lo be published in the Times 
if Seasons, that they disfclU *«rship any 
and all persons, who shall ferry, or 
carry over the river, persons or freight, 
to the injure of the ferry, from Com 
mcrce or Nauvoo, to Montrose. Or 
who shall, knowingly* sutler or allow 
any animals, (subject to their controll,) 
to destroy any crops, fruits or plants, 
to the injury of the owner thereof. 

Also, that whereas, in t mes past, the 
house of Joseph Smith Jr. has bt^en 
much thronged with crowds of visitors, 
to the great inconvenience of his fami- 
ly. It is by this Council thought ad- 
visable, that in future, he be exempt 
from the burthen and inconvenience 
thereof. 

H. G. SHERWOOD, Scribe. 



aiung Lioag ana Auranain contemporary- 
commencing with the creation of Adam, and 
ending with the deat'^ of Joshua. Josephus 
refers to this Cook, and the great Mendelion 
extracts copiously from it. Recently th« 
Book of Enoch has been discovered, transla- 
ted from the Ethiopia a»;d published in Eng- 
land. Professor Stewart has lately reviewed 
it. The discovery of missing in »k$ referred 
to in Scripture, and the many yd 'o be dis- 
covered, joined to the sing;i!ar lignfl of the 
times in relation to the chose- m people, give 
Crcat interest to this and similar works — 
This Book, which make* nearly thiee hun- 
dred pa^es, clears up soit.e points somewhat 
obscure in the Bible, and is very full in detail- 
ing the events of the rei^n St Nirnrod; thfl 
building of the Tower of Babel, and confoahn 
••f tongues; the causes preceding the destruc- 
tion ot'lhe doomed cities; the sacrifice of ls-\ac, 
and the life of Joseph: and has some curious 
facts about the deluge. — Nxvr York Star. 



MARRIED — in Adams ca on the 
12th, March 1910, by Elder John 
Cairns Mr. Edmund Landon to Miss. 
Orphy Clark. 

In tliis p'aro, on the 4th In?t. by 

We shall shortly have a literary, or rather- R r . v . Joseph Smith jr. Mr. ArtherMil- 

ikin to Miss L'jcv Smith. 



THE BOOK OF JASIIER. 



can reader, which we feel confident in predic- 
ting, will excite great in:er?st among those 
who take pleasure in rewting and studying the 
Scriptures. iL is the Book of Jasher referred 
lo in the Bible, in Joshua, and in the second 
book of Sdaiuel, and w. ich has been in the 
progress of translation from the Hebrew for 
several years in England, and is now comple- 
ted, and will be published in a few days in this 
city, hi a very elegant stereoty ped edition. — j 



OMtaiary. 



There have been several simulated Rooks of^ 1S39. Isaac Higbee Sen. agdd, 74 



Jasher. a notice cf which we find in t.-c- Rev. 
Mr. Morn's Commentaries on the study o! 
the Scriptures; but they bear no analogy to 
th* present work, which is written in the pu- 
rest Hebrew, and translated with an elegance 
and fidelity highly creditable to the eminent 



DIED— In Green Castle, la on the 
Gth, of April, Mrs. Aurila Knigh's, 
con ,ort of D^cL L. M. Knghts, of 
Pleasant Garden. 

InQuincy. on the 13th of April, 



years, 9 months, and 25 days. 

[Com vn '.mica ted . ] 
DIED — !n this place, on tho 27th day 
of May, Bishop Edward Partrig^, aged 



oholarwnohas been so long engaged in then 46 years. In recording the death or 
— L Tke preface to the Flebr* w edition * this our brother, we record the death if 
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one of our earliest, most faithful, and 
confidential members. His life was 
one continual exhibition of the sinceri- 
ty of his religiou3 belief, and a perpet- 
ual evidence of his coufidence in a fu- 
ture state of rewards and punishments: 
In view of which he always acted. — 
His strict regard through life, to all the 
commandments of heaven, and his un- 
deviating obedience to them, are consol- 
ing evidences to his friends, that if 
there are any such things as rewards 
in the future world for well-doing in 
this, he is certain of enjoying them. 

No man had the confidence of the 
church more than he. His station 
was highly responsible; large quanti- 
ties of property ever entrusted to his 
care. Deeds and conveyances of lands, 
to a large amount, were put into his 
hands, for the benifit of theTfoor, and 
for church purposes; for all of which, 
the directest account was rendered, to 
the fullest satisfaction of all concerned. 
And after he had distributed a hand- 
some property, of his own, for the ben- 
ifit of the poor; and being driven from 
his home, found himself reduced to 
very limited circumstances, still, not 
one cent of public property would he 
use to indemnify himsoif or family; 
but distributed it all, for the benefit of 
the widow, the fatherless, and the af- 
flicted; has deceased, leaving his family 
in very ordinary circumstances. 
• Had there been one covetous desire 
in his heart, no man had the opportuni- 
ty better to gratify it; but he has left 
a testimony, to be had in everlasting re- 
membrance, that he lived above its in- 
fluence, and over him it had no control; 
but in all things, he had respect to the 
reward of the just. 

A life of greater devotedness to the 
cause of truth, we presume, was never 
spent on this earth. His religion was 
his all, for this he spent his life, and 
for this he laid it down. He lost his 
life inconsequence of the Missouri per- 
secutions, and he is one of that number 
whose blood will be required at their 
hands. As a church we deplore our 
loss, but wo rejoice in his gain. He 
rests where persecutors cazrassatl him 
no more. 

In this town on the 16th of May, 



position— kind and affectionate to her 
friends and acquaintance, but especial- 
ly her parents. She embraced the ev- 
erlasting gospel when only ten years 
of age; and was firm in the faith of tho 
everlasting covenant ever after. As|a 
member of the church she was faith- 
ful, ever ready to minister comfort and 
consolation to those around her^as far 
as her circumstances would permit. — 
She was sick about nine months, which 
affliction she endured with the greatest 
patience. She has been cut down in 
the flower of her age, and gone to dwell 
with Christ. The words of the Savior 
were verified, in her case, where ho 
spd"Thcy who die in me shall not tasto 
death for it shall be sweet unto them." 
She died without a strugle or a groan. 
In her death her parents, sisters, and 
brother have been deprived of the soci- 
ety of one who was near and dear unto 
them: the church and society general- 
ly of one of its most lovely ornaments. 
She was too good to live in this world 
of affliction and sorrow. She was ripe 
for heaven, therefore God has taken 
her unf o himself. Blessed are the dead 
who die in the Lord. 



TO THE PUBLIC. 

AN Appeal to the"American people 
x has recently been published at 

Cincinnati!, giving an account of the perse- 
cutions inflicted on the saints in the State of 
Missouri, etc. etc. They are printed in 
pamphlet form, of between 60 and 90 pages, 
and elegantly bound. They will be sold at 
23 cents per copy, or 10 copies for two dol- 
lars. Any person sending $5, current mo- 
ney, shall receive 30jcopies of the Appeal. 

All letters to be addressed to the Post 
Master of Nauvoo, Hancock Co. 111. 

7tf. GEO._W. .ROBINSON. 



Harriet Pamela, daughter of Edward 
and Lydia Partridge, in the 19th year 
of her age. She was of an amiable dis- H POST PAID. 
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"TRUTH WILL PREVAIL." 



Vol. 1. No. 9.] 



NAUVOO, ILLINOIS, JULY, 1S40. [Whole No. 9. 



A HISTORY 4 OF THE 
PERSECUTION, OF THE CHURCH 
OF JESUS CHRIST, OF LAT- 
TER DAY SAINTS IN 
MISSOURI. 

CONTINUED. 

It was before said that the Governor 
had long Bought an opportunity to de- 
stroy us, and drive us fromgthe state; he 
now bad all things arranged according 
to his liking, an army of several thou- 
sand men were now a rayed agaiust a 
few, innocent, nbofend'mg citizens who 
nad always been strict to obey the laws 
of the country; and several thousand 
more were on their march to Far West, 
and all this according to the orders of 
the Governor: the following is the ex- 
terminating order under which this 
mob millitia were acting. 

Head Quarters of the Militia, 
City of JjfTerson, 
Oct. 27th 1833. 

- Sir, 

Since the order of the morning to 
you, directing you to come with four 
hundred mounted men, to be raised 
within your Division, I have received, 
by Amos Rccs, Esq., and Wiley C. 
Williams, Esq., one of my aids, infor- 
mation of the most appalling character, 
which changes entirely the face of j 
things, and places the Mormons in the 
attitude of an avowed defiance of the 
Laws, and of having made war upon 
the people of this State. Your orders 
arc therefore, to hasten your opera, ions j 
and endeavor to reach Richmond in 
Ray county ,with all possible speed.— 
The Mormons must be treated as ene- 
mies and must be exterminated, or 
driven from the State, if necessary for 
the public peace. 

Their outrages, are beyond all de- 
ception. If you cm increase your 
force, you are authorized to do so, to 
nny extent you may think necessary. 
I have just issued orders to Major Gen- 
eral Wollock of Marion county, to 
raise five hundred men, and to march 



county and there to unite with Gen* 
Doniphan of Clay — who has been or* 
dered with five hundred men, to pro* 
ceed to tho same point for the purpose 
of intercepting the retreat of the Mor- 
mons to the north. They have been 
directed to communicate with you by 
express. You can also communicate 
with them if you find it necessary. In- 
stead therefore, of proceeding as at 
first directed to re-instate the citizens 
of Daviess in their houses, you will 
proceed immediately to Richmond and, 
there operate against the Mormons.— 
Brigadier General Parks of Ray, has 
been ordered to have four hundred of 
his Brigade in readiness to join you at 
Richmond. The whole force will bo 
placed uixJer your command. 

(Sined) L. W. BOGGS, 
Govenor and Commander-in-Chief 

We would here observe that the 
large army, or rather mob, just beforo 
they reached Far West, took a man 
prisoner by the name of Carey who 
was a stranger in the country; and ono 
of their number, coolly and deliberate- 
ly beat out his brains with the breech of 
his gun. He was then thrown into n. 
wagon and taken with them to their 
encampment. His family were not 
allowed to see him, or even permitted 
to administer to his wants, in the hour 
of death; he was given up to his family 
a few minutes before he expired*— 
This was known by n!I tho officers, 
but was considered, probally, an act of 
bravery. 

An ajjed man by the name of Tan* 
ner was taken about the same time and 
regardless of grey hairs, that were ev- 
ident maks of hardship in loo service 
of his country, he was struck over tho 
head with the breech f f a gun, and his 
skull laid bnre: but to return. Wo 
here quote from S. Rigdou's Appeal to 
the American people <$*c. it being a 
well written statement of f.icts. 
To S. D. Lucas. 

This order of Boggs\ was given* as 
he, and the whole band of them pre- 
tended, in consequence of the Bogard 
battle: pretending that he had been sent 



them to' the northern part of Duviesslthero, by Irgul authority. N T crw, for 
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t his legal business: Bogard came in- 
to Caldwell, without any legal authori- 
ty whatever, and committed all his out- 
rages: but after he had committed them, 
lie sends a messenger to General At- 
chison, for authority. Atchison sets 
down and sends him a writing, author- 
izing him to guard the line, between the 
counties of Kay and Caldwell. Gen- 
eral Atchison's order to Bogard, was 
copied by Samuel Tillary after dark 
on the evening before the battle was 
fought, and that was fought before day 
light the next morning, and the letter 
had to be carried some thirty or forty 
miles. Here was another piece of le- 
gerdemain. Bogard was turned into 
militia, to hide up his wickedness. — 
We had this account from the mouth 
of Samuel Tillary; he is Clerk of the 
Circuit Court in Clay County and acts 
as clerk for General Atchison. 

Let the reader particularly notice, 
that this L. W; Boggs, was well ac- 
quainted with the operations of the mob, 
for the space of five years; having been 
the leader of it, once, himself, at the 
time it raged in Jackson County; and 
hud been petitioned, again and again, 
after he was Governor; to stop its rav- 
ages: and h\ every instance refused to 
do it His now perfectly knew that the 
whole difficulty, had originated in con 
sequence of its violence and plunder: 
yet notwithstanding this, he issued the 
above order. Boggs, paid, that if it 
had hot been for the vote, which the 
Mormons gave at the late election, he 
wouid have exterminated them before. 

After the citizens of Caldwell were 
made acquainted with the fact, that 
General Lucas, was there, by the Gov- 
ernors order, they ceased to take any 
measures for defence; but submitted 
immediately. 

In the meantime, the army fetnploy- 
ed itself in destroying the cornfields, 
potatoes and turnips, and in taking 
horses, and plundering houses. Hous- 
es were searched by them, as closely 
to find money, as a man would be 
searched by a set of Arabs, after a 
shipwreck. Every dollar was carried 
off, that could be found, while the lives 
of the owners were threatened, if they 
offered the least resistance. Cattle, 
hogs and slice ) f wore shot down and, 
left on the ground to rot. Men, tvo- 



f men, and children, were insulted and 
abused, in a brutal manner! 

The next day after we were betray- 
ed into camp, Lucas, ordered all the 
persons in the county of Caldwell, to 
give up their arms. After the arms 
were given up, the men were kept un- 
der guard; and all property holders, 
compelled to sign a Deed of trust; 
signing away all their property, to de- 
fray the expenses of the war; and then 
they were all commanded to leave tho 
State under pain of extermination, be- 
tween that and corn-planting the next 
spring. 

At the time ef giving up ihc arms, 
there again followed another scene of 
brutality. The troops ran from house 
to house, taking all the arms they 
could find, from old men, that never 
thought of going into a field of battle; 
but there must not be left a single gun 
in the county; so the troops ran as be- 
fore described, like a parcel of raven- 
ous wolves; but their great object, iu 
the pursuit of guns, was, to find plunder. 
They wanted to get into the houses, to 
see if there was not something they 
could carry off. Thus they plundered 
houses until they got satisfied. To se- 
cret their property from their ravages, 
the people had to go and hide it in the 
bushes, or any where they could find 
a place of concealment. The troops 
found some of the property that had 
been hid. This produced another sav- 
age operation. Those wild creatures; 
tearing like mad men through the bush- 
es, ran from place to place, searching 
under hay stacks, tearing up floors, 
hunting pretendedly after arms; but 
the abundance of property plundered, 
testifies that they had anothei object in 
view. 

While the troops were thus engaged, 
the olFiccrs were busily employed in 
forming some plan to dispose of those, 
whom they had betrayed into theif 
camp. Seventeen preachers, and nine- 
teen commissioned officers, met with 
Generals Lucas and Wilson, and held 
a court martial. The prisoners, were 
never admitted into it at all: they were 
not allowed to plead, introduce evi- 
dence, or any thing else. Finally, 
the august body came to a decision; 
and that was, that at eight o'clock the 
IJ next morning, they should be taken' 
[jinto the public square, in tho presenco 



of their families and shot. Who amon, 

the military characters of the day, will 

not say that Samuel D. Lucas is fit to 

command an army, when he was at 

the head of such a court martial as 
this? 

At these high handed and lawless 
measures Gen. Doniphan demurred.— 
He told them, that there was not one 
ot them, in the least degree, acquaint- 
ed with the military law, and under- 
stood nothing about court martials; 
and for h:s part, if they were goin^ to 
pursue that course, his hand should be 
clear of it; and he forthwith ordered 
his brigade to prepare; and he march- 
ed them off. This deterred the others, 
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m their number. We presume they 
would have carried their design into 
efiect, had it not been for Doniphan's 
leaving them. We had this account 
from the lips of Doniphan himself. 
( Our families had "be^n apprised of 
tneir intentions, and were waiting in 
awful suspense, the arrival of the fatal 
hour. However, they changed their 
purpose, and it was decreed that we 
should be carried to Jackson county. 
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owa Tentory, from the kindness they 

Z "'f es \ ma y be of great service to 
the church. It seems to be deeply i ra - 

aught to lay hold of everv opening in- 
order to obtain a foot hold on S e St£ 
and be making all preperations that b 
w.t nn their power for the terrible stornS 
that are now guttering in the heavens! 
with darkness, and gloominess and 
thick darkness; as spoken by the proph- 
et, which cannot be now long time lin- 
gering: for there seems to be a whis- 
pering by the angels of heaven, who 
have been intrusted with the council of 
these matters for the last days; and 




An extract oe a letter written to 
Bishop Partridge, and the saints 

IN GF.NRRAn : BY J. SMITH, JR. AND 
OT11EKS WHILE ly PRISON. 

Liberty Jail, Clay co. Mo. 
^Continued to the Church of Latter 

Day Saints.] 

We continue to offer further reflec- 
tions to Hishop Pi.rtridgj and to the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lutter Dav 
Saints; whom we love with a frrvpnt 

,ov„, BBd at £ ^ lhc ' m h l^'S ; u^ZvT^t/'M 'W- 

in our prayers to our heavenly rather. t;..«^L„_ : . r > ? tttt ° d . h f »w 
It still seems to bear heavily id our 
minds, that the church would do well 
to secure the contract of land offered 
them by Mr. Isaac Galland, and culti- 
vate the friendly feelings of that gen- 
tleman, inasmuch as he shall prove 
himself to be a man of honor and a 
friend to humanity: we think his letters 
breath a kind and generous spirit.— 
We suggest the idea of praying fer- 
vantly for all men, particularly those 
who manifest any degree of sympathy 
for the raftering people of God. We 
think that the United States surra y or, 
Isaac Van Allen Esq. the attorns 

fp 



among the affairs transacted by that 
honorable council, they have takeh 
cognizance of the murder of our 
beloved brethren at Hauns mill, as 
well as those who were martyred with 
V. W. Patten, and have passed some 
decisions peradventure in favor of the 
saints, these decisions will bo made 
known m their time. We are dam. 
rous, that in your general conferences, 
every thing should b e discussed, with 
candour and propriety, lest you grieve 
he IlolySp ,-, which .hould at aw 
times be poured out upon you. when 
you are exercised with the principals 
Of righ-ousness, and are proper ly a f. 
fectcd ene towards another. Be care- 
fuH to remember those who are in bon- 
dage, heaviness, and deep affliction for 
your sake. If there are any amoni; 
you, who aspire after their own arr ran : 
dizemcnt aud oppulcnce while °their 
| ™?™™ n a^ groaning in poverty, and 
! laboring under sore trials and tempta- 
s, they cannot bo benefited by the 
intercessions of the Holy Spirit- wo 
aught at all times to be very careful 
that such high miiidedncss never have 
place in our hearts, but condescend to 
men of levy estate, and with all lonjr 
sufficing, bare the infirmities of the 
week. There are many cal icd hut few 
are chosen, and why are they not cho- 
sen? because their hearts are set 
upon the things of the world and are 
aspiring to the honors of men; they 
do not learn the lesion that the rights 
of the pr.esthood. are inseparably °con' 
nected w.th the powers of heaven; and 
that the powers of heaven cannot b<« 
•-•ntrolled nor handled, only upon it* 
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principles of righteousness, that they 
may be confered upon us, it is true, 
but when we undertake to cover our 
•ins, to gratify our pride, vain ambi- 
tion, or to exercise dominion or com- 
pulsion over the souls of the children of 
men, in any degree of unrighteousness; 
behold the heavens withdraw them- 
selves, the Spirit of the Lord is grieved, 
then amen to the priesthood, or to the 
authority of that man; behold ere he is 
aware, he is left to kick against the 
prick; to persecute the saints, and to fight 
against God. We have learned by 
sad experience, that it is the nature and 
disposition of almost all men, as soon 
us they get a little authority, as they 
suppose, to begin to exercise unright- 
ous dominion, henco many are called 
but few are chosen. No power or in- 
fluence can, or aught to be maintained 
by virtue of the priesthood, only by 
persuasion, by long suffering, by gen- 
tleness, by meekness and by love un- 
feigned; without hypocracy, and with- 
out guile: reproving with sharpness 
when moved upon by the Holy Ghost, 
end afierwards showing forth an in- 
crease of love towards him whom thou 
hast reproved, lest he esteem thee to be 
his enemy, so that he may know, that 
thy faithfulnees is stronger than the 
cords of death. Let the soul be full 
of charity towards all men, and virtue 
guard thy thoughts unceasingly; then 
shall thy confidence wax strong in the 
presence of God, and the doctrines of 
the priesthood shall dcstil upon thy 
soul, as the dews from heaven; thy 
sceptre shall be an unchanging sceptre 
of righteousness, the Holy Ghost shall 
be thy constant companion, thy domin- 
ion shall be nn everlasting dominion, 
the ends of the earth shall enquire af- 
ter thy name; fools shall have thee in 
derision, hell shall rage against thee, 
while the pure in heart, the wise, the 
noble, and the virtuous shall seek 
council, authority, and blessing, con- 
stantly from under thy hand: thy peo- 
ple shall never be turned against thee 
by the testimony of traitors, although 
their influence shall cast the into 
trouble, and into prisons, thou shall 
be had hi honor, and but for a small 
moment, and thy voice shall be more 
terrible in the midst of thy enemies, 
than the fierce lion, because of thy 
righteousness; and thy God ib*U stand 



by thee forever and ever. If thou art 
called to pass through tribulation, if 
thou art in prison among false breth- 
ren, if thou art in perils among rob* 
hers, if thou art accused of all manner 
of false acusations, if thine enemies 
fall opon thee, if they tare thee from 
the society of thy parents, and if with 
a drawn sword, thine enemies tare thee 
from the bosom of thy wife and thy 
offsprings, while thy eldest son, although 
but six years of age, shall cling to thy 
iiarments, and shall say my father, my 
father why, cant you stay with us.— 
♦'Oh my father what are the men going 
to do with you", and then he shah bo 
thurst from' thee by the sword, and 
thou be dragged to prison and thy ene- 
mies prowl around thee like wolves for 
the blood of the lamb; and if thou 
shoudst be cast into the hands of mur- 
deiers, and the sentence of death bo 
passed upon thee, if thou be cast into 
the deep, if the bellowing surge con- 
spire against thee,if fierce winds becomo 
thy enemies, if the heavens gather 
blackness, and all the elements combine 
to hedge up thy way, and above all, if 
the very jaws of hell shall gap open her 
mouth wide after thee; know thou my 
son, that all these things shall give thee 
experience, and shall be for thy good. 
The son of man has descended below 
them all and art thou greater than he* 
Therefore hold on thy way, and the 
priesthood shall remain with thee, thy 
days are known, and thy years shall 
not be numbered less; fear not what 
man can do, for God shall be with thee 
forever and ever.- 

We would suggest the propriety of 
the brethren settling in such places 
where they may find safety, which 
may be found between Kirtland and 
Far West, it will be necessary to do so 
for the present, untill God shall open 
out a more effectual door. Again we 
would suggest to the brethren, that 
there be no organization of large bodies 
upon common stock principles until 
the Lord stall signify it in a proper 
manner; as it opens such a field for tho 
avaricious, the indolent, and the corrupt 

hearted, to prey upon tho virtuous, tho 
industrious, and the honest. We have 
reason to believe that many things 
were introduced among tho saints, be- 
fore God had signified tho timo, and 
notwithstanding the principles and the 
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plans may have been good, yet aspir- 
ing men. who had the form of godli- 
ness but not the substance, by their as- 
piring notions brought trouble, both up- 
on themselves and the saints at large: 
However the time is coming, when God 
Will signify many things, which are 
expected for the well being of the saints. 
We would likewise suggest for your 
consideration the propriety of the saints 
gathering up a knowledge of all the 
Bufferings anj abuse put upon them 
by the p?op?e of this state, and also 
the loss- of property, and the amount of 
damages which they have sustained, 
and also the nrxm^s of all persons who 
hive taken a dart in their persecutions; 
perhaps it would be well for a commit- 
tee to be appointed, to collect the state- 
ments and affidavits of brethren on this 
subject, and also to Esther up the libil- 
ous publications which are about in the 
world, and present the whole concaten- 
ation of diabolical rascality, and nefa- 
rious and murderous impositions before 
the laws of government, and to the 
world at large. This we think is a 
duty enjoined upon us by our heavenly 
Father, and which must be attended to 
before we can ask Ilim to come out of 
his hiding place; and also that the na- 
tion may be left without excuse. It 
is a duty we owe to our country, whose 
laws have been trampled on, and set al 
naught — a duty we owe to our wives 
and children, who h ive beet) made to 
bow down with grief, sorrow,, and an- 
guish under the most damning hand of 
murder tyrany, and oppression, suppor- 
ted and urged on by the influence of 
{hat spirit, which has so strongly revil- 
ed the creeds of the Father, who have 
inherited lies upon the hearts of the 
children, and filled the world with con- 
fusion and prejudice, which has been 
growing stronger und stronger and has 
become a source of corruption until the 
earth groans under its iniquity; it is an 
iron yoke and a strong band. It is a 
duty we owe to the widow and the 
fatherless, whose husbands and fathers 
have been murdered under its iron 
hand, which dark and blackning deeds, 
are enough to make hell itself shudder 
and stand aghast, and the handi of sa- 
tan to tremble and palsey. 

These things ought then, to beatfen- 
4ed to with great earnestness; let no 
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there is much that lies in fulurity pertain- 
ing to the saints, which depend on our 
present action. You areaware brethren, 
that a very large ship is benefitted very 
much, by a small helm in the time 
of a storm, by being kept work waye 
with the wind and the waves; therefor© 
dearly beloved brethren, let us cheer- 
fully do all things that is in our power, 
and then we may stand still, and se* 
the salvation of God. 

We further, caution our brethren, a. 
gainst the impropriety of the organiza- 
tion of bands or companies, by cove- 
nants, oaths, penalties, or secrcsies, but 
let the time past of our experience and 
sufferings by the wickedness of Docter 
Avard suffice, and let our covenants, b<* 
that of the everlasting covenant, as it* 
is contained in the holy writ, and the 
things which God has revealed unto us; 
pure friendship, always becomes weak- 
ened, the very moment you undertake 
to make it stronger by penal oaths and 
secrecy. Your humble servants intend 
from henceforth to disapprobate every 
thing that is not in accordance with the 
fullness of the gospel of Jesus Christ, 
and which is not of a bold, frank, and 
upright nature; they will not hold their 
peace as in times past. when they see in 
iquity beginingto rear its head, for fear of 
traitors, or the consequences that 6hall 
follow, from reproving those who creep 
in unaware? „ that they may get some- 
thin? to destroy the florfc. We belie?*, 
that from the experience of the saints in 
times past, they will henceforth be al- 
ways ready to obey the truth, without 
iiaving men's persons in admiration be- 
cause of advantage, we ought to be a- 
ware of those prejudices, (which arc so 
congenial to human nature) against out 
neighbors, friends and brethren of the 
world, who choose to differ with us in 
opinion, and in mutters of faith: our re- 
ligion is between us and our God; their 
religion is between them and their God: : 
there certainly is"a tie to those of t ho 
same faith which is peculiar to itself, 
but it is without prejudice, gives full 
scope to the mind, and enables us to 
conduct ourselves with liberality to- 
wards those who are not of our faith; 
this principle, in our opinion, approxi- 
mates the nearest to the mind of God 
and is God-like, There is a duty, 
which we in common with all men, owe 
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*nar\ cojjot them as smalUhiogs, for -to Government*, law*, and the rcgula- 
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tions in the civil concerns of life; these 
guarantee to all parlies nnd denomina- 
tions of religion equal, and indefeasible 
rights, all alike interested; and they 
jnako our responsibilities one towards 
another in matters relating to temporal 
affairs, and the things of this life; the 
former principlesdo not destroy the lat- 
, ter, but bind us stronger, and make our 
responsibility, not only one towards a- 
nother, but unto God also: hence we 
say, that the constitution of the United 
States is a glorious standard, it is foun- 
ded in wisdom, it is a heavenly banner, 
and is to all those who are priviledged 
with the sweets of its liberty, like the 
cooling shado and refreshing water of 
£ great rock in a thirsty and weary 
land: it is like a great tree under whose 
branches, men from every clime, can 
be shielded from the burning rays of 
pn inclemment sun, we are deprived of 
the protection of this glorious principle, 
by the cruelties of those who only look 
to tho time being for pasturage; and 
who forget that the Mormons, as well 
as the Presbyterians and every other 
denomination, have equal rights to par- 
take of the fruits of the great tree of 
our national liberty; yet notwithstand- 
w-e see what we do, and feel the effects 
of the cruelty of the enemies of freedom; 
thai fruit is no less precious f*nd deli- 
cious to our taste, we cannot be wean- 
ed from the milk, neither can we be 
drawn from the breast, nor will we de- 
ny our religion because of the hand of 
oppression, but we wj,H bold on until 
death. We say that'God is true, that 
,the constitution of the United States b 
true, that the bible is true, the boDk of 
Mormon is true, that Christ istrue,that 
the ministering of angels is true; and 
•?we know we have a house not made 
jyith hands, eternal in the heavens, 

whose builder and maker is God," a 
consolation which our oppressors can- 
noi feel, when fortune or fate may lay 
*ti hand on them as it has on us. We 



the everlasting gosj>el,and prisoners of 
Jesus Christ. 

JOSEPH SMITH Jh., 
HYRUM SMITH, 
LYMAN WIGHT, 
CALKH BALDWIN, 
ALEXANDER M c RAE. 
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ask; what is man? Remember breth- 
ren fhaj time ancj chance happeneth to 
all men. 

We subscribe ourselves your sincer 
friends and brethren, in tho bonds of 



To tho Editors of the Times and 
Seasons: 

Dear brethren, I request you, if 
consistent with your sense of propri? 
ety, to publish the following correspon- 
dence. 

Br. & Rigdon, 

Dear Sir, 

I take the liberty to 
address a few lines to you, which I 
wish to have you answer- 
John Rigdon, tho Camp- 
bellile preacher, and his friends, arc 
very busy in circulating in the south 
part of this country, that you challeng- 
ed him to a discussion of Mormonism 
last summer. You were to meet huq 
on bear creek, and appointed the day, 
and when he came to the place, he 
found a letter there from you, stating 
that you would not attend, but you said 
you would attend at another tjme, or 
send a man to meet him, and you ap- 
pointed the time. He appeared again 
at the time, and found another letter 
from you stating that you would not 
attend. He says he has the letters 
that be can show from you to support 
this fact. I find it a hard point to set- 
tle with the people* I want you to 
state the facts in relation, and send tq 
me at Columbus Adams county.^ 
yours in the new and everlasting cov- 
enant 

II. W. MILLER. 
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Nauvoo, July 8th 9 1840. 
Br. H. W. Miller: 

Your letter of July 2nd, 
is received, and as my health has im- 
proved a little, I this morning answer 
it. My health continues very bad, 
and it is only at intervals that I am 
able to write. All I can say, or need 
say, about the reports of John Rigdon, 
and his satellites, as reported in your 
letter, are that they are a tissue of false- 
hoods, from first to last. I never chal- 
lenged John Rigdon, nor anv other 
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tnaa to a debate on religion, in my 
life- But if my information be correct 
at a meeting had by the Campbellites, 
some where on Bear creek, John Rig- 
don, after a pretty good display of bom- 
bast which is the principle ingredient i| 



in the Campbellitc religion, and this fay the name ofHigbeeto reply, and 



the canded and thinking part of them 
is begining to discover; and the con- 
sequence is, they are embracing the 
truth, gave a public challenge to ail the 
saints far a debate on religion. lie was 
taken up. on the spot, by Br. Alaxan- 
der Williams, and notwithstanding, 
Ji is boldness in challenging, he had to 
meanly creep out, and declined acting 
on his own challenge, saying to Br. 
Williams that he would not argue with 
any of mine or Br. Smiths understrap- 
pers, but he would meet either of us. 
In this management, he displayed as 
pouch cunning as I supposed was in 
him. And I also discovered, that by 
his connection with A. Campbell, he 

!jad inhailcd a!I the meanness of hie 
eige lord, and the master whom he 
ecrves, [A. Campbell] the bombast was 
made, for the purpose of making 
proselytes, not nt aJl with the design 
or expectation of ever having a debate, 
for he took care to have it pla- ed in 
such a situation, that I nor Br. Smith 
could not consistent';}-, with the dignity 
nnd character of both ourselvos and 
the church to which we belong,mecthim 
John Rigdon knew perfectly well, that 
lie himself was as much the understrap- 
per of A. Campbell, as Br. Williams 
was our understrapper, and that, if it 
were a condescention for him, to meet 
our understrappers, or as he meanly 
called them, it was equally a disgrace 
for us to meet an understrapper of A. 
Campbell's. Having thus fortified him- 
self, as he supposed, by stratagem, as 
well as a porcupine is by his quils, he 
wrote me a letter, stating his convic- 
tion of the necessity of hi* and my 
meeting and investigating the subject of 
the difference of our religious sentc- 
ments. Previous to the time of his 
Writing, he had asserlained, that my- 
self and a number of my family were 
laying very sick, and the probability 
was, we or at least some of us would 
never recover, which proved to our 
great affliction to be true 



meet him at that time, as he knew ol 
my previous engagements to go to 
Washington city, and ho knew that it 
was my sickness alone that had hin- 
dered me from being gone before he 
wrote: to this letter I told a young man 



He also 



knew before he wrote his letter, that it at your place, ^~ U ^X" ™ 
*ould be out of my power, if well, to to me by Mr. DroWl, a merchant of 



tell him of my sickness and that of my 
family, not knowing, at that time, that 
he knew of it, and also of my engage- 
ments to go to Washington. This 
last I knew he knew before. And 
I have since found out that he knew of 
the other, at the time of his writing. 

I am convinced when I put the whole 
of this maneuvering together, that thero 
was no intention on the part of John 
Rigdon, or his friends, to have ft de- 
bate, but only to open a door for bom- 
bast, which seems to be their particular 
business, otherwise, he would not 
have put it out of my power, at the be- 
gining, to meet him. 

In the letter written by Mr. Higbeo 
I told him, to say to John Rigdon, 
that [ would find a man who would 
dispute with him, I had my eye on El- 
der John Taylor, but before I was nbte 
to do any thing in the matter, Mr. 
T. had gone to England, there were I wo 
others on whom I designed to call, but 
before I had health and the circumstan- 
ces of my family would admit of my 
doing any lifting about it, they had both 
gone, one to England, the other to Phil- 
ladelphia. This I purposed to do, be- 
fore I had knowledge of all the ircan- 
ness of their maneuvering in this affair. 
Since I have been made acquainted with 
the low condcsccntion of .1. Rigdon in 
this matter, as well as that of his frothy 
sateli:es; I fed mysHf bound, to take 
a different course. I say froth_y satel- 
itcs, 1 say so to make a distinction be- 
tween the persons who profess taith in 
that religion; for among tkcm, thero 
are gentlemen who would scorn to be 
found engaged in tho low driveling and 
ribaldry, ol' those who lake for their 
pattern bombastic leaders. 

John Rigdon did at Carthage; if the 
statements made to mo by Mr Harper, 
with whom he had a controversy at 
that place be true, throw out insinua- 
tions, on this same subject, that were 
as roean as they were false. And also 
at your place, (Columbus) as declared 



y powe 



Times a if ft bea805& 



Columbus, threw out insinuations, both 
low and contemptible, and the public 
will think so tco, when they are made 
acquainted with the circumstances. — 
AH these despisable insinuations, were 



qucntly he had to sacrifice truth nrnl 
common decency, on the alter of his 
fabled religion. So leader, so disci- 

Whsn Dr. Nelson sent Irs letter to 



thrown out to make an impression on this place, for the purpose of having a 
the public mind, in favor of both him- discussion at Quincy, bis whole course 
self and his religion, which truth never was that of a gentleman; he felt frilling 
would make, by trying to make thern tto meet any brother of our faith, ac- 
belicvo that I was afraid to disease the knowledging every religious teacher 
subject of religion with him. Now for of the some faith, as having equal 
the condescension of this business— claims on himself and on the public, 
John Rigdon does know, and did know, and as such entitled to equal re?pecL 
that such was my heabh, that 1 was i There were no offensive and foul as- 
unable to hold a discussion on religion, jsertions, nocontemptiouscpithccts, such 



as understrappers, a3 though ho him- 
self was some august personage, soma 
character of wonderful dignity, la 
try, generally, that I am unable to get! consequence of this manly and honcr- 
fivc miles from mv house, let alone able appeal, I felt myself bound to meet 



or any other subject, all the time he 
was throwing out these foul insinua- 
tions; for it is known through the coun- 



him, not as 1 would meet a braggadocio, 
but as a gentleman, of fine feeling*, 
and honorable deportment, and as such, 
I feel myself still bound to investigate 
with him, wl.en my health will admit, 
at his request. 

But as relates to John Rigdon, mv 
course is fixed, I say let him redeem 
his character in the fiist instance, let 
him meet Mr. A. Williams, who ac- 
cepted his challenge, and whom he insul- 
ted foully because he accepted it, for 
never will moet hifio at the expense of 
the character and feelings of a gentle- 
man, whom 1 as highly esteem as I 
do Mr. Williams. Let him take back 
his foul epithet of understrapper, and 
let him know by so stigmatising, Mr. 



discuss a subject of importance with 
any person. And it is also a fact that 
my attendant Physician, has forbid 
my using any exertions, either mental 
or physical, except very moderate ex- 
ercise, as it will endanger my life. 

Yet notwithstanding these known 
facts and that I have been so since Au- 
gust Ia*t, previous to the time I re- 
ceived any communication from him, 
this braggadocio has been attempting 
to avail himself of my sickness, to 
make a false impresion on the public 
mind. Will not the public then justify 
me in saying that his condescention 
is contcmptable and mean? surely they 
will: and he and his coajutors, to give 
better coloring to thr-ir falsehoods, re- 
porting that 1 challenged John Rigdon] Williams, he reproaches himself also, 
to a controversy, I have learned from And after h© thftll have done this, if 
this and other similar things, that a .necessary, I also will condescend to* 



I meet an undcrstapper, if he is not suf. 
iGcientlv satisfied with what Mr. Will- 



Mream never rises above its fountain. 
A. Campbell the Leige Lord of all the 

t'umphellites, after the truth made its liarns has dune. 1 use this as his own 



slanguage, and not mine, and God for- 
i bid it ever should bo mine. Now, if 



nppearence, being conscious of trie fal- 
lacy of his scheme, and knowing that 
it could not stand before the truth — fori! he is warm for a debate, the way is 
A. Campbell knows most assurtlly, that;: open, and he can reach it by putting i» 
bis religious scheme is false, and is not Jj into jriy power to meet him. Let him 



according to truth — , hvu recourse to 
publishing in his ignorant Periodical,! 
foul slanders, base calumny, and infa-| 
inous lies, knowing them to be such 
when he published them, to injure the 
characters of certain individuals in the 
Church of Latter Day Saints. I ask 



do this, or let him acknowledge that 
ihe whole was a peice of ledgcrdcmain, 
a:;d for want of being a gentleman, ho 
acted like a blackguard, or else in the 
midst of his coufusion. at having his 
challenge accepted, he forgot himself. 
I wish the public to know that I hold 



why had Alaxandcr recourse to these ; him to his challenges let him meet 
foul slanders? the answer is, truth]) Mr. Williams, on his challenge a* 
would not answer bw purpo*«», conse-' publicly given, apd if he wants any 
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more, he can have a chance at the pub- 
lics humble servent. 

Yours as ever 

SIDNEY RIGDON. 
Mr. H. W. Miller. 

P, S. Br, Miller, I have taken the 
liberty, to lay your communication 
before the public/withoat your leave. ( 
I hope you will pardon me for so do- 
ing, as I had no opportunity of get- 
ting word to or from you: as also to 
answer it through the papers. I hope, 
the readers of the Times and Seasons, | 
will cause this correspondence to be 
read among the public, as much as 

• t i 



possible 



S. R. 



be ihoarougly (hrnished with everr 
good word and work, and t&i! we may 
be instrutcediu priadp'ejn doctrine,mnl 
obtain correct ideas of the prophecies 
which have been corrupted bv that 
abominable church, which ia mom 
abominable above all other churches; 
Tor they have take a away from thu 
gospel of the Lamb many precious 
parts which are plain, and also many 
covenants of the Lord hare they taken 

iwvay. -Book cf Mormon, fajc30, isttd. 

No v under these existing circum- 
stances brethren, groaning under pov- 
erty as you see that we are, and being 
under a solemn obligation to our God* 
and to the inhabitants of this genera- 
tion, to promulga the pure doctrine of 
our Lord and saviour Jesus Christ, w hat 
is to be done! shall the work stop for 
ihe want of means! no, God forbid, for 
we will propel iho wheel of the king- 
dottt by the potter of union, until wo 

acorn pliafa ali things whatsoever our 

God has comrnaded us: and we firmly 
believe that the brethren who ha\o 
tunds will notice thia appeal and como to 
our aid, and give us influence* so lhat 
they may be heirs with those who of- 
fered (heir atl in sacrilice, and by this; 
obtain a knu-.vled^e th&t the com so of 
i(e which ihcy pursue is according to 



To a!! the saints in Christ Jesus, who 
are in the east, in the west, in the north 
and in the south; grace be unto you. 
and peace from God the Father and our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

As many of our brethren have writ- 
ten upon the subject of our persecution 
in Missouri, and have clearly Bet forth 
the powerful influence which the saints 
have had to contend with ever since i;s 
organization: I shall not attempt to fa th- 
em the depths of our persecution, though 
volumn* might be written on the subject 

which would tell a tale tluu would make r -. w „ ^ U(Ull ^ w 

the savage of the wilderness blush, or 'ihe will of Oud.—Sce honk of covenant** 



the barbarian hid ; his head for shame. 

The appeal of the church to the 
American people, clearly and under- 
■iandingly sets forth the outrage prac- 
tised upon the saints by the mob in the 
State of Missouri, a parallel of which 
cannot be produced in the annals of his- 
tory since the days of our saviour; for 
we were stoned, wc were whipped, we 1 
were robbed, we were impr.soned, and; 
plundered, of all we possessed, and ma- 
ny of the saints sealed their testimony 
with their blood. But thanks be to our 
God, wo take the spoiling of our goods, 
and the waiting of our substance joyful- ! 
hr, knowing that we have a building oi 
God, a house not msde with hands cter-' 
nal in the heavens, and being expelled! 
ttS we were from our homes, and plun-; 
dered of all our property, renders us 
almost destitute of means to carry on 
the works which the Lord our God has 
commanded us t6 do, in order to bring 
about our redemption, to fulfill the 
words of the prophets, and to carry on 
tko work of tra nasi* tier, that wo mav 



lecture U, 0/A paragraph. 

It is vain for persons to fancy to 
themselves that they arc ftcrrs with 
tiiose, or can be hcir.i ftfth thein who 
have oficred their ah in sacrilioo, and 
by this means obtained faith with God 
and favor with bifid, so as to obtain ex- 
ternal life, unless they, in like manner 
oiler unto him the sntM sacrifice, and 
Through that o&ririg obtain a know I- 
ledge that they are accepted of him* — 
We have already expended twenty 
thousand dollars, in importuning at rhft 
feet of the rulers of this povennen!; and 
we will again oppeal to the authorities 
of this nation, for the redemption of our 
property in the State of Missouri: frr 
inasmuch as congress was no* authoriz- 
ed CO handle our case, *e are determined 
to hunt alternately, uniii we can find a 
tribunal (if on earth) that will redress 
our un parallelled wrongs, from a set of 
demons in the shape of men; theu it* 
wc cannot lind a tribunal on enrth 
| qualified for that purpose.the chief Map- 
itjtr&te who ho!d« thu d*utinv of eternal 
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worlds will hear tho erica of innocent 
bloodtQnd will !et loose his indignation 
upon the rulers of this government, and 
vexation, and astonishment shall be the 
cry of this nation. 

Now brethren I have thrown out a 
few hints of what has been done, and 
what remains yet to be done, therefore 
we will with our united effort both with 
our means and influence put shoulder 
to the wheel, and not rest until the 
knowledge of the Lord shall cover the 
•earth as the waters cover the great 
deep. 

Now I leave tho subject for your 
consideration firmly believing that our 
God will instruct you, and teach you 
the duty which you owe to Him to your- 
selves, and to the church, which he has 



set u p 
Amen* 



by his revelations, even so 

A RIPLEY, 

Bjskof. 



EROM ENGLAND. 

aifhero^Ma^ Gth, 1S10. 

To THE EplTOK3 OF THE TlMES AXD 

Persons. 

Dear Sirs, 

According to promise, we 
now sit down to communicate to you 

the situation of the affairs of the church 
aa it has been while we were absent, 
and the present state thereof &c. We 
landed in Liverpool on the Oof April, 
after a passage of 28 days, 10 of which 
we had strong head winds, two very 
heavy gales; The officers of the ship said 
they were the heaviest they had known 
in 15 years: but through the goodness 
of God we came safe to land. On the 
second day after we arrived not. know- 
ing that there were any saints in Liver- 
pool, as we passed along the streets el- 
der P. .P Pratt observed in a window 
an advertisement of a work on the second 
coming of Christ; and by inquiring for 
the author, we found from him that el- 
der Taylor and Fielding had been 
preaching in the town for several weeks, 
he also told where they were: we found 
bro. T. but bro. F. had just gone to 
sea tho church in Manchester: about 
20 had been baptized, and an effectual 
door was opened in that large town, 
which contains, we understand, nearly 
300,000 souls. Some families of Saints 
bad started for America a few weeks 
before; and we found bro. Taylor on 



board a ship in company with another 
family, who were eipccling to saij that 
same d»y. On the 9th, nil except bro. 
P. P. Pratt took the railrond for Pres- 
ton, 31 miles, about a mile and a half 
of which at Liverpool, is a subteraneous 
passage, partly under the town, thro', 
which we pass without engine, it being 
inplined, and lighted with Lamps. Ar-; 
rived at Preston 6 o'clock P. M. — 
found Br. Fielding in Manchester with 
elder Clayton, elder Richards in Clthe- 
ro where we now are: there was great 
rejoicings at our return to this land.—. 
On the Sunday following we met in tho 
Cockpit, where we used to preach be- 
fore; the news of our being here had 
ran through the churches in all direc- 
tions, and 5 or 000 Saints were come 
together: It was something like the day 
of Penticost, for there were some from 
various places, from a distance cf 20 to. 
f?0 miles. Those of the Twelve that 
were present bore testimony to the. 
work, and spoke with power, for tho 
Lord was with them, and a good effect 
was produced; as a profHhereof eleven, 
were confirmed, the next Sabbath: seV\ 
era! came to hear who had long left the 
church; but there is no hope of those 
who left through their own sin, as sa- 
Lan left his place; some that were led 
oil" by them are returning, but some of 
the former, after hearing all the testi-. 
monv &c. that could be borne, are ev- 
idently harder than ever: we mention 
ihis as a caution to others, and to show 
that tho Lord will not be played with 
by his creatures. The next day elder 
B. Young P. P. Pratt W. Woodruff, 
J. Taylor, H. Clark, W. Claton, met 
in Preston; the Twelve met in confer- 
ence the two following days, organized 
themselves & ordained elder Willard 
Richards to the Twelve: on the 15th a 
general conference, according to pre-, 
vious nppoiutiTHMit, was held in tho. 
Cockpit; the minutes of which will bo 
forwarded if you have not already re- 
ceived them: there was a good feeling, 
the measures proposed were adopted 
and carried with a unanimous, fuelling 
as well as voice. 

The next day the Twelve met again 
n conference, appointed elder P. P. — . 
Pratt to edit the Latter Day Saints Mil*, 
linal Star which will be published in 
Manchester, and is expected to como 
out this month Br. Ii. Young; P. P. 



- 
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Pratt J. Taylor to select tho Hymn3 for 
a Hymn book, and such other business J 
as appeared to be necessary, and from 
them agreed to operate to diiierent 
parts of the land Br. Young accora- 
pained Br. Woodruff to his fieU of la- 
bor in Herefordshire, ■ yerry extensive 
field. Br. G. A. Smith and Br. II. 
Clark went With elder Wm. Clayton 
to Manchester, there spent one Sabbath 
-aqd from thence the former went to the 
Potteries* and £>r. Clark to Macklesfiekl. 
Br. O. Pratt and Br. Had lock went 
north, to the place where elder Kussel 
formerly kbored. Br. P. on his way 
to join cider Wright and Mulliner in 
Scotland f who had long be<-n anxious- 
ly looking for some one to assist them; 
a letter has since come from them 
ngain, requesting some one to come to 
them, Br. Pratt not having then reach- 
ed, but they had heard of our arrival in 
England, by a passenger in the same 
ship; t{ie letter states tliat they had late- 
ly baptized 27 and others were ready 
A:c. A letter from Br. Taylor, Liver- 
pool, last Sunday, states he had baptiz- 
ed 8 the last Sunday 6 on Tuesday, 
iind a prospect of more soon, things 
jlhere flattering. 

Br, Fielding and mvself arc visiting 
Jho churches which were built up when 
I was here before; ihey are generally 
revived a,t our coming: it was said on 
iill sides by the enemies that we should 
never conje to England more, and 
whether the saints \vere aflraid or not, 
they are heartily glad to see us; ihey 
say our cor&ing has mide many false 
prophets, we consider the churches in 
^eneraj are in a comfortable way; poace 
and unity prevails the brethren here ex- 
pected that when the Twelve came, 
there would be greater power in the 
preaching in general, and s~> it is; ma- 
ay have been added of late, the field 
is widening, the work is rolling on in 
the land, the prospect is good. Br. 
Fielding says he donl know how to ex- 
press his feelings, he so greatly rejoices 
to see it, and he is far from being alone 
in this. 

We are surprised to see what those 
men that rose up against us formerly, 
have come to; they are objects of pill J 
Almost every where. We suppose tbere 
has been not much short of 100 Mctho- 
*Jist preachers baptized in all; one bap- 



tist preacher, who left baptizing Ins peo- 
ple, to be rc baptized hirmelf. And now, 
we send our love to President Smith 
and council, our brethren of the Twdvc 
in America, the High Council, Ihr 
Bishops, and all the elders of Israel, and 
to ail the saints, the health of us all is im- 
proving, we are of one heart and ofoD* 
mind, we request an interest in all your 
prayers, that we may be enabled to do 
the work that is before us: and we 
pray the Lord to be with you all and 
bless you forever, Amen. 

HEBER C KIMBALL, 
JOSEPH FIELDING. 




KAJjyOO, ILL. JULY, J340. 



BOOKS ! ! ! 

The spread of truth for a few years 
past, has been so exceedingly rapid,' 
that, amid the conflicting winds of per- 
secution, that, has rolled with unexam- 
pled fury upon the heads of the saints; 
it has been impossible to keep the pub- 
lie supplied with books: and, inasmuch 
as the universal cry has been "Books," 
"Books," "we want Books," &c. and 
none could be had; we announce with 
pleasure, that effectual measures aro 
now taking to accomplish the long de- 

S'red object of getting books once mora 
into circulation. It will be seen in 
this sheet that the Book of Mormon is 
now being Stereotyped and printed in 
Cincinnati, Ohio, and by the first of 
September, there will be JJooks of Mor- 
mon to be had on the roost reasonable 
terms possible. Therefore, as the 
saints and the public in general, are 
acquainted with the fa~£ that our 
means (money,) is very limited* to ac- 
complish a work of this magnitude, 

they will, (it is hoped) no doubt improve 
the opportunity, and every man sc^uro 
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to himself a book; for in so doing they 
will open nn effectual door fur spread- 
ing before the world other Books, which 
nro very much desired. 

The authorities of the church here, 
having taken ibia sul>jcct into consider- 
ation, and viewing the importance of 
Publishing a Hymn Book, and a more 
citensivo quantity of the Hooks of 
Mormon, nnd also the necessity o! 
Publishing the new translation of the 
scriptures, which has so long b«eu de- 
eded by the Sa'nts; have appointed,] 
and authorized ?nmucLDent and Geo. 
W. Harris, as traveling agents, to 
make contracts and receive monies &c. 

for the accomplishment of this glori- 
ous work. They are truly responsi- 
ble men, men in whom we repose con- 
fidence; their operations will be relied 
upon. We would advise our Patrons, 
nnd the saints in general to act the lib- 
eral part in subscribing and paying in 

advance fof these valuable works; 

they w ill prove to be more than an 
equivalent to the htcratice, for they 
will benefit the soul, whereas riches 
will only serve to corrode and canker 



assured that we have spared no pains 
in preparing our papers for the mail; 
but re have taken extra pains to wrap 
them strong and snug, and dirceted 
them with a plain hand; and why they 
should not be received we know not, 
ona thing we do know, and that is this:- 
"Mormonism" has excited a great deal 
of curiosity in the world, and there 
arc thousands of people, who have an. 
itching disposition to know all about the 
matter, but d;ire not subscribe for the 
paper, for fjar their. priests will turn 
them cut of the synegoguo, and they be 
counted as heritics. It would be pleas- 
ing if such individuals would, after- 
reading, Eeiid them along to the lawful; 



owners. 



it 



Question. If every friend to the cause 



Letters have been flooding the Post- 
Office of late, directed to us with the 
Postage unpaid; the principle part of 
which will of necessity, be re ma lied for 
Washington. All letters to us for the 
future* will not recejVe attention unless, 
the Postage is PAID. 

Our subscription for one year is one 
dollar in advance: a letter comes re- 
questing the paper for one year, con- 
taining 81; Postage 25 cents, in the 
course of three months the second letter 
Bakes its appearance, requesting the- 
papcr to be directed to another Post 
OiHcc: Postage 25 cents. After a 
short time a paper gets miscarried nnd 



of apostolic Christianity, would sub- one number is missing; the subscribe* 

U anxious to keep the volume compL-to, 
scribe and pay in advance fort he above sen a s the third letter requesting the 

mentioned books, (so small a sum that [ lost No, Postage 25 centfj. The fourth 
. , , , - i \ , i letter comes lumbering alone in a few 

It would not be m,«ed f . how long d rcqucsling lhe p^er to' be sloped 



would it be before there would be an 

abundance of means to accomplish the 

whole work? The best wov to answer 
this, is by example. 



As there has 1 eon some complaining 
that our papers are not received regu-j 
Ur by our mail subscribers, wc would 
j;;5t observe that our patrons may rest 



at the office as he is about to movo 
into the place: Postage 25 cents. The 
next letter that comes, has a silver dok 
lar, to pay for the paper one year;- 
e*.cesscf Postage 75 cents. Mow do 
you think printers can live? 

We have given in this No. the affi- 
davits of men of known integrity, con* 
ccrning the outmgious kidnapping 
■ transaction, and the enforcing of gag 
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in 



late 



into 



by some of the citizens of Mis-jUhe State of Missouri, he «l put int 
souri. The preamble 6cc. is expres- jj a room with said Boyce, and there kej 
siveofour views, we shall therefore 
defer comment. 

Missouri has secured to herself a 



until about eleven o'clock the RMloWtpg 
[night: when they were taken oat of 

, ^ „ _ the room, where they had been coofia* 

great name, from an experience of ac- led, into the woods tv:ar at hand, by 
tual service for nearly tsight years, she said Tate, a man by the name uf Hu- 



has become notnb'e for four things viz: 
GAG LAW, MURDERING, KOB- 



ner and another by the nania of Mon- 
day and some others, whose names ftf- 



BiNG, and EXTERMINATING: Ifjlfiant did not learn; t/iey previously 
Gov. Bo^gs should be re-elected, we jj placed a rope about the peck of the at- 
ehall expect that an inquisiiion will bc'jfiant, Huncr and Monday then pro- 
established in the Empire State. - Jjceeded to hang the affiant, and did hang 

j! him for sometime upon a tree, until 

Our patrons must have patience; if -'affiant wa.i nearly strangled) after 
the August number should not come &sj[ whicn they let him down and loosened 
soon as it is desired, the following may |] the rone. Shortly after this ainant 
Reassigned as the reason why. Bro. i heard repeated blows, which others 
E. Robinson is absent on business, and ',1 belonging to the same gang of Huner, 
my abscence, of necessity, is required !wcto inflicting upon Boyce* and ho 
for a few weeks. could hear also the cries uf Boyce un- 
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dcr the pain arising from the blows, 
after which, affiant and Boyco wero 
The iW0 following, affidavits, given j taken back to the room where they 
by Messrs. Brown and All red, con- \ M d been confined, in which they found 
tain facts in relation to the late M issou- 1 a man bv the namo of Rogers and 



ri kidnapping. — Ed. 

State of Illinois,/ 
Hancock county. $ 



another by the nams of Allred. 

Affiant further states, that he was 
j kept in imprisonment by the persons 
This day, personally appeared before 'I heretofore named, and others to him 

the undersigned an acting Justice of. unknown, until Friday evening next 
the Peace, in the aforesaid county ; [j ensuing, the Tuesday on which Boyce 
Alanson Brown, a credible witness, Band himself were kidnapped, when he 
who first being duly sworn according Sj escaped out of their hand* and returned 
to law, deposes and says, that on the I into the State of Illinois-. 

7th day of July, A. D. 1810, and ! Affiant has learned lhat the name of 



in the county of H&ncpcJt, in said 
State, VViiliam Allensworth, H. M. 
Woodvard, William Martin, John H. 



ihe place, in said county of Lewie, 
State of .Missouri to which he was so 
taken from the State of Illinois, is call* 



Owsley, John Bain, Light T. Tatos and ed Tally, to which the said Aliens- 
iliiUoy White, in company with sever- B worth, WooJyard, Martin, Owsley, 
al other persons, to this affiant unknown D Bain, Tate, and White, have fled as 
forcibly arrested this affiant, and one | fugitives from Justice, and at which 
Benjamin Boyce; whilst affiant and /they are now to be fojnd- 

I hereby certify that the foregoing 

affidavit, was this day subscribed, and 
duly sworn to before me, by said Ahu- 



ll, Wood yard, Martin Owslcv,! sou Brown. 
, Tate and White, did illegally, DAXIEL EL WELLS. 

Justice of ike Peace* 

Jnly 13th. 184a 



■aid Boyce were quietly pursuing their 
own lawful business. And that imme- 
diately after said arrest the said Aliens- j 
worth 
Bain 

and forcibly take, kidnap, and carry 
this affiant and said Boyce, bound with, 
cords from the said county of Hancock, 
in said State, on the day and year j State of Illinois,) 
above set forth, into the county ofl Hancock county,} 
Lewis, in the State of Missouri; with- 1 This day personally appear- 

out having established a claim for such cd before the undersigned an acting 
a procedure, according to the laws of ] Justice of the Peace, in and for said 
the United States. Affiant states that.;Connty, James Allred, a credible wrr- 
m a short time after ho was taken uttofneefc wkafirst being duly sworn accor* 
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ding to law, deposes and says, that] having examined into the offences com- 
'William Allensworth, John H. Owsly.j m it ted, find nothing to justify his de- 
and William Martin, on the seventh 



day of July, A. D. 1810, within the 
limits of the said county, of Hancock, 
aided by several other peftsdus, to this 
affiant unknown — forcibly arrested this 
affiant and one Noah Rogers; whilst 
affiant and said Rogers, were peacea- 
bly pursuing their own lawful business 
and. that the said Allensworth, Owsly 
and Martin, after said arrest, aided by 
sundry persons, to this uffiiant un- 
known; did forcibly take, kidnap and 
carry this affiant, and said Rogers, from 
the said county of Hancock, in the 
stato of Illinois, On the day and year 
above mentioned, into the state of Mis- 
souri, without ftoving established a 
claim for such proccedure according to 
the laws of the United States. 

Affiant further states, that in a short 
time after he had been so taken into the 
slate of Missouri, he was put into o 
room with said Rogers, and there kept 
until some time during the foHowiifa 
night, when they were taken out of the 
room where they were confined into 
the woods near by, and this affiant was 
bound by the persons conducting him 
to a tree he having been first forcibly 
striped by them of every particle of 
clothing. Those having him in charge 
then told affiant that they would 
whip him, one of them by the name of 
MonJay, saying to this affiant God-dam 
you I'll cut you to the hollow. Tiny 
however at last unbound the affiant 
without whiping him. Affiant states 
that said Rogers was taken just beyond 
the place -where affiant was bound with 
a rope about his neck, and he heard a 
great number of blows which he then 
supposed, and has since learned, were 
inflicted upon said Rogers, and heard 
him cry out several times as if in great 
agony; after which affiant together 
with Rogers was taken back and placed 
in the room from which they were ta- 
ken, together with one Boycc & Brown, 
and detained until Monday next suc- 
ceeding the day on which he was kid- 
napped; at which time he received 
from one of the company who had Un- 
priced him, a passport, of which the 
1'ollowing is a copy. 

Tulhj Mo. Juhj 12/A, 1810. 
Ths people of Tully, having taken 



(euticm any longer, and have released 
him. By order of the committee, 

H. R. WOOD YARD. 
Audtheri this affiant was permitted 
to return home into the State of Illinois. 
Thid place in Missouri to which affiant 
and said Rogers tverc taken, he has 
learned is called Tully, and is situated 
in the county of Lewis, and at which 
place Missouri, the said Allensworth, 
O-vvsley and Martin, are nbw living. 

I hereby certify that the foregoing 
affidavit, was this day subscribed, and 
duly sworn to before me, by the said 
JafneS Alfred. 

DANIEL II. WELLS. 

Justice of the Peace. 
July 10//i, 1840. 



At a meeting of the citizens of Nau- 
voo, Hancock co; Illinois, 13th July/ 
1840. Elias Higbee was called to the 
chair, and R. B. Thompson was ap- 
pointed Sectrctary. 

On motion, a Committee was appoin- 
ted to report resolutions, expressive 
of the sense of this meeting, consisting 
of the fallowing persons to wit: Isaac 
Galland, R. B. Thompson, Sidney Rig- 
don, and D. H. Wells, who retired and 
after a short absence, reported the fal- 
lowing preamble and resolutions which 
were uuaniouslv adapted. 

PREAMBLE. 
The committee, appointed to express 
the sense of this meeting, in relation ta 
the recent acts of abduction and other 
deeds of cruelty, and inhumanity com- 
mitted upon our citizens, by the citi- 
zens of the state of Missouri, beg leave 
respectfully to report; 

That having under consideration, 
the principle matters involved in the 
discharge of their duty; they have been 
forced to arrive at the following conclu- 
sion. 

1st That the people of Missouri not 
having sufficiently slaked their thirst 
for blood and plunder, are now disposed 
to pursue us with a rcpitition of the 
same scenes of brutality, which marked 
their whole course of conduct towards 
us during our unhappy residence among 
them. 

2ndly, That notwithstanding, they 



have ai ready robbed us of our homes- 
up Mr Alfred, with somo others, and ! murdered our faiuilicSjStolcn and carried 



TIMES AND SEASONS. 



away our property; and lo complete 
the measure of their infamy as a slate 
their Executive caused unofending thou- 
sands to be banished from the state, 
without even the form of a trial, or the 
slightest e vidence of crime; they arc 
now sending their gangs of murdering 
handitti, and theiving brigands, to reak 
furl her vengeance and satisfy their in- 
satiable cupidity in the state of Illinois, 
and that lo, before we have even had 
time to erect shelter* for our families. 
t 3rdly, That for the purpose of giv- 
ing a semblance of justification to their 
most unhallowed conduct, of the people 
of Missouri, have again commenced 
concealing goods within the limits of 
our settlements, as they had done be- 
fore In the state of Missouri, in order to 
raise a charge of stealing against our 
citizens, and under this guise they have 
within a few days kidnapped and car- 
ried away several honest and worth v 
citi^ens of this county. 

4thfy — Under these circumstances, 
the first duty and the only redress 
which seems to offer itself to our con- 
sideration is an appeal to the Executive 



143 



of the State of lHir.ois for redress, and Resolved, sixthly — that, such uncon- 



strongest indignation, at lire manneir in 
which the people of Missouri treated 
1 hose whom they had thu3 inhumanly 
taken from among us. 

Resolved, thirdly — that, inasmuch as 
wo are conscious of our honest and u;>- 
right intentions, and are at all times 
ready and willing to submit to the 
requirements of the laws; wo claim of 
the citizens and authorities of this state, 
protection from such unjust, and before," 
unheard of oppressions. 

Resolved, fourthly— that the forcible 
abduction of our citizens by the citi- 
zens of Missouri, is a violation of the 
laws regulating tho fdral compact, 
subversive of the rights of freemen, and 
contrary to our free institutions and re- 
publican principles. 

^Resolved, fifthly — that, the cruelties 
practized upon our citizen?, since their 
abduction, is disgraceful to humanity; 
the height of injustice and oppres- 
s : on, and would disgrace the annuls of 
the most barbarioiw nations, in either 
ancient, or modern times; and can only 
find its parallel in the "Auto da Fa'' 
the inquisitions in Spain. 



protection from further injuries, with 
a confident assurence that he, unlike 
the Governor of Missouri, will extend 
the Executive arm to protect from law- 
less outrage, unofending citizens. 
Therefore. 

Resolved first: that we view, with 
no ordinary feelings, the approaching 
danger, as a necessary consequence 
following the lawless and oatragious 
conduct of the citizens of Missouri in 
setting at defiance the laws of this, as 
well as all other States of this Union; 
by forcing from their homes and from 
the State, civil citizens of Illinois; and 
taking them into the State of Missouri 
without any legal process whatever, 
and there inflicting upon them base cru- 
ellies in order to extort false confessions 
from them, to give a coloring to their 
(the Missourians) iniquities, and screan 
themselves from the just indignation 
of an incensed public. 

Resolved secondly — that while we 
deeply deplore the'eauso which has 
brought us together on this occasion, 
we cannot refrain from expressing our 
most unqualified disa probation at the 
infringement of the laws of this .State, 
U set forth in the above preamble, and; 



stitutional and unhallowed proceedings 
on the part of the citizens of Missouri, 
ought to arouse e\cry patriot to exer- 
tion and diligence, to put a stop to such 
proceedure; find use nil constitutional 
means to bring the offenders to justice. 

Resolved, seventhly — that, we memo- 
rialize the Executive of this state of tho 
gross outrage which has ocen commit- 
ted on our citizens; and pledge ourselves 
to aid him in such measures, as may bo 
deemed necessary to restore our citi- 
zens to freedom, and have satisfaction 
for the wrongs we have suffered. 

ELI AS rtlGBEE, Chairman. 
R. B. THOMPSON, Sec 9 /. 



NOTICE. 
The elders of tho church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter Day Saints, in Towa 
Territory, are hereby requested to en- 
roll their names in the quorum of elders, 
by the 4th Saturday of August next, or 
they will not be considered in fellow- 
ship with said quorum* 
I Also that the quorum of elders will 
hereafter meet at Ambrosia, on the 4th 
Saturday of each month, at 1 o'clock 
A. M. Ordered by the unanimous) voice 
of the quorum of elders convened at 
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Ambrosia. Lee counlv, Iowa Territory, 
this 27th dav June, A. D. 1840. 

DAN i Eli AVER V Pres't. 

Geo. \V. Gbe, Clerk 
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TO THE SAINTS SCAT- 
TERED ABROAD. 
We annoucc, with pleasure, to the 
B«lots throughout the world, that our 
beloved brother, E. Robinson, has gone 
to Cincinnati for the express purpose 
•of getting the Book of Mormon stereo | 
typed and printed, and that he has en-j 
tered into a contract to have it done 
immediately* This is therefore tore- 
quest all tbcaei who feel an interest in 
the accomplishment of this glorious i 
work, to assist in the ardicus underta- 
king, by forwarding to him means to 
help defray threepences, which it re- 
quires in publishing a work of sue*) 
magnitude. We will give a copy of 
the work f well hound, for every dollar 
received m time to meet our engage- 
ments, which will be the first of Sep. 
tcmber, or one hundred and twenty 
copies for every hundred dollars, then 
remitted. 

Ail orders for books addressed to 
Robinson and Smith, Cincinnati, Ohio, 
Vohl Paid, will receive prompt atten- 
tion. - 



i&vtucnial. 



MARRIED in this place on the 4th 
Ins!, by Elder Seymour Brunson. Mr. 
Simmous J. Curtice to Miss. Emiiine 

Baeh&nnoo. 

In Kane, Green co. II!. on the IGth 

of June, by elder Oliver Walker, -Mr. 
Amos Moore to widow Clancy Smith. 
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DIED In this place, Juno 20th, 1810. 
Mary, daughter of Josiah \V. and Nan- 
cy Fleming, aged 13 days. 

TO THE PUBLIC. 

A N Appeal to the American people 
has recently been published at 

Cincinnati, giving an account of the perse- 
cutions indicted on the saints in the State of 
Missouri, etc. etc. They are printed in 
pamphlet form, of between 60 and \)[) pams, 
and elegantly bound. They will be sold at 
ItS cents per copy, or 10 copies for two dol- 
lars. Any porsou sending $3, current mo- 
shall r«reiv* 30 copies of the App*al. 
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-TRUTH WILL PREVAIL." 



Vol. 1. No. 10.] 

A HISTORY' OF THE 
PERSECUTION, OF THE CHURCH 
OF JESUS CHRIST, OF LAT- 
TER DAY SAINTS IN i 
MISSOURI. 

CONTINUED. j 

While these things were carrying on, 
in and about Far West, scenes still 
more hr.rrid and soul thrilling, were 
going on, in another part of the county, 
at a place called Raima' Mill, because 
a man of that r.ame bu.lt a mill there. 
We will give h from the testimony of 
eye witnesses. We wfH give it from 
the testimony of three, who have testi- 
fied to if; that is, Joseph YlHing and 
his wife; and David Lewis. We al- 
so, have the testimony of Mrs. A. 
Smith, whose husbind,"and a little son 
of nine years of age, were killed, and 
also a younger bjy wounded. But 
wishing to bring our account into as 
narrow limits as possible, we omit in- 
serting it. 

Here follows the testimony of Joseph 
Young, and his wife, transcribed from 
their own hand writing. 

The following is a short history of my 
travels to the State of Missouri, and of 

t-a y acfed at Haun's 

Mills, ©n Shoal Creek, October 30th, 
1333. On the 6th day of July last, I 
started with my family from Kirtlard 
Oh.o, for the State of Missouri; the 
county of Caldwell, in the upper part 
of the State, being the place of my 
destination. 

On the 13th of October, I crossed 

the Mississippi at Louisana, at which 
place I heard vague reports of the dis- 
turbances in the upper country; but 
nothing that could be relied upon. I 
continued my course westward til] I 
crossed grand river at a place called 
Compton's ferry, at which place J 
heard for the first time, that if I pro- 
ceeded any further on my journey, I 
would be in danger of being stopped by 
a body of ai med men. ] was not will- 
ing however, while treading my native 
soil, and breathing republican air. to 
abandon my object; which was, to lo- 



cate myself and family, in a fine heal- 
thj country, where we could enjoy the 
society of our friends and connexions. 
Consequently, I prosecuted my jour- 
ney, till I came to Whitney's mills, 
situated on Shoal Creek, in the eastern 
part of Caldwell county. A f;er cross- 
ing the creek, and going about three 
miles, we met a party of the mob, 
about forty in number, armed with ri- 
fles and mounted on horses, who in- 
formed us, that w« could --o no farther 
west; threatening us with instant death 
il we proceeded any further. I asked 
them the reason of this prohibition, to 
which they replied that we were Mor- 
moas, and that every one « ho adhered 
o our religious faith would have to 
eave the State in ten days or renounce 
their religion Accordingly they drove 
us back to the m Il s above mentioned. 
Here we tarried three days, and on 

h, we recrcssed 
the creek and following op its banks, 
we succeeded in eluding the mob, for 
the time being, and gained the resi- 
dence of a friend, in Myers' settlement. 
On Sunday 28th of October, we arriv- 
ed about noon at Haun's mills; where 
we found a number of our friends col- 
lected together, who were holding a 
council and deliberating on the best 
course fl,r thern to pursue, to defend 
themselves again* the mob, who were 
collectmg in the neighborhood, under 
the command of Col. Jennings of Liv- 
ingston; and threatening them with 
house burning and killing. The de* 
|c.s>on of the council was, that our 
Ir.cnds there, should place themselves 
in an attitude of self-defence. 

Accordingly, about twenty eight of 
our men, aimed themselves' and were 
m constant readiness for an attack of 
any small body of men that miyht 
come upon them. The same evening 
lor some cause best known to them- 
selves, the mob sent one of their num- 
ber, to enter into a treaty with our 
friends; which was accepted of, on the 
condition of mutual forbearance on 
both sides, and that each party, as far 
as their influence extended, should ex- 
ert themselves to prevent any further 
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hostilities upon either party. At tbisl the logs, were sufficiently large to ena- 



time however, there was another mob 
collecting on Grand river, at William 
MarnrB, who were threatening us; con- 
sequently we remained under arms on 
Monday the 29th, which Dassed away 
without molestation from any quarter. 
On Tuesday the 30th, that bloody trag- 
edy was acted; the scenes of which, I 
shall never forget. 11 
More than three fourths of the day » 
had passed in tranquility, as smiling 
fl9the preceding one. I think there 
was no individual of our company that 
was apprized of the sudden and awful 
fate that hung over our heads like onli 



ble them to aim directly at the bodies 
of those who had there fled for refuyfc 
from the fire of their murderers.— 
There were several families, tented in 
rear of the shop, whose lives were ex- 
posed, and amidst a shower of bullets, 
fled to the woods in different directions. 
After standing and gazing on this 
bloody scene for a few minutes, and 
finding myselt in the utmost danger* 
the bullets having reached -the house 
where I was living, I committed my 
family to the protection of heaven, and 
leaving the house on the opposite side, 
I took a path which led up the hill, fol- 
lowing in the trail of three of my 
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overwhelming torrent, to change the __ c 

prospects, the feelings, and circumstan- brethren that had fled from the shop, 
ces of about thirty families. The[ While ascending the hill, we were d.s- 



banks of Shoal Creek, on either side, 
teemed with children sporting and 
playing, while their mothers were en- 
gaged in domestic employments, and 
their fathers, employed in guarding 
the mills and other property? while 
others were engaged in gathering in 
their crops for their winter consump- 
tion. The weather was very pleasant; 
the 6un shone clear; all was tranquil, 
and no one expressed any apprehen- 
sions of the awi'ul crisis that was near 
us, even at our doors. 

It was about 4 o'clock, while sitting 
in my cabin, with my babe in my arms, 
and my wife standing by my side, the 
door being open, I cast my eyes on the 
oppisite bank of Shoal Creek, and saw 
a large company of armed men on 
horse's, directing their course towards 
the mills, with all possible speed. As 
they advanced through the scattering 
trees that stood on the edge of the prai- 
ry, they seemed to form themselves 
into a three square position, forming a 
van guard in front. At this moment 
David Evans, seeing the superiority of 
their numbers (there being two hun- 
dred and forty of them, according to 
their own account) swung his hat and 
cried for peace. This not being heed- 
ed, they continued to advance, and 
their leader Mr. Comstock, fired a gun, 
which was followed by a solemn pause 
often, or twelve seconds, when, all at 
once they discharged about one hun- 
dred rifles, aiming at a black smith's 
shop, into which our friends had flod 
for safety: and charging up to the! 



covered by the mob, who immediately 
fired at us and continued so to do, till 
we reached the summit. In descend, 
ing the hill, I secreted myself in a 
thieket of bushes, where I lay till eight 
o'clock in the evening, at which lime I 
heard a female voice calling my name 
in an under tone, telling me that the 
mob had gone and there was no dan- 
ger. I immediately left the thicket 
and went to the house of Benjamin 
Lewis, where I found my family (who 
had fled there) in safety, and two of 
my friends mortally wounded, one of 
whom, died before morning. 

Here we passed that awful night in 
deep and painful reflections on the 
scenes of the precediug evening. Af- 
ter day light appeared, some four or 
five men with myself who had escaped 
with our lives from the horrid massa- 
cre, repaired as soon as possible, to the 
mills, to learn the condition of our 
friends whose late, we had truly antic- 
ipated. 

When we arrived at the house of 
M Haun, we found Mr. Merrick's 
body lying in the rear of the house, 
Mr. McBride's in front, literally man- 
gled from head to foot. We were im- 
formed by Miss Rebecca Judd, who 
was an eye witness, that he was shot 
with his own gun, after he had given 
it up, and then was cut to pieces with 
an old corn cutter, by a Mr. Rogers 
of Daviess County, w ho keeps a ferry 
on Grand river, and who has since, 
repeatedly boasted of this act of sav- 
age barbarity. Mr. York's body wc 
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hy f the crack* of which, between" found m the house; and after viewing 
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"these corpses we immiliately vent to ft 
tho black-smith's shop where we found 
nino of our friends, eight of whom 
were already dead, the other, Mr. Cox 
of Indiana, struggling in tho agonfea 
of death and soon expired. We im- 
mediately prepared and carried them 
to a place of interment; This last office : 
of kindness due 10 the relies of depart- 
ed friends, was not attended with the 
customary cercmonis nor decency: for 
we were in jeopardy, every moment 
expecting to bo fired on by the mob, 
whom, we supposed were lying in am- 
bush, waiting for the first opportunity 
to despatch the remaining few, who 
were providentially preserved from the 
slaughter of the preceding day. How- 
ever, we accomplished without moles- 
tation this painful task. Tho place of j hundred shots at a little company of 
burying, was a vault in the ground, men of about thirty in number ! 
formerly intended for a well, into I certify the above, to be a truo 
which wo (brew tho bodies of our [statement of fac!s relative to the above 



ers. Miss Wary Stedwell, while flee- 
ing, was shot through the hand and 
fainting, fell over a log, into which, 
they shot upwards of twenty balls. 

To finish their work of destruction, 
this band of murderers, composed of 
men from Daviess, Livingston, Rayt 
Caldwell, and Corrill Counties; led by 
some of the principal men of that sec- 
tion of the uppjr country, proceeded 
to rob the house?, wagons and tents, of 
bedding and clothing; drove off horses 
and wagons, leaving widows and or- 
phans destitute of the necessaries of 
life! and even striped the clothing, 
from the bodies of the slain! 

According to their own account, 
they fired seven rounds in this awful 
massacre, making upwards of fifteen 



friends promiscuously. Among those 
slain, I will mention Sardius Smith, 
son of Warren Smith, about nine years 
old, who, through fear, had ctawled 
under the bellows in the shop, where 
he remained until the massacre was 
over, when he was discovered by a Mr. 
Glaze of Corrill County, who present- 
ed his ri&l near the bov's lv-ad and 
literally blowed off the upper part of it. 
Mr. Stanley of Corrill, told me after- 
wards that Glaze boasted of this deed Mormons, be driven out of the State; 



mentioned massacre according to my 
j best recofeciion. 

(Signed) JOSEPH YOUNG. 

JANE A. YOUNG. 

A short time previous to the massa- 
ere at Shoal creek, we made pcaco 
with the mob characters living near 
us, as declaration had been midc by 
the leaders of the band, that all per- 
sons who would not tako up arms 
against the society, should, with the 



all over tho Count". 

T ho n u mbe r k i tied tuvl mortal] v 



and thus drawing the division line so 
closo that wc thought it necessarv la 



wounded in this wanton slaughter, was ascertain tin? feolinp* of our neigh* 



eighteen or nineteen, wh »se names, as 
far as I can recollect, were as follows: 
Thomas MeRride Levi Merrick, Eiias 
Ucnner, Josiah Pallor, Benjamin Lew- 
is, Alexander Campbell, Warren Smith, 
Sardius Sm'th. Cu-orgj Richards, Mr. 
Napier, Mr. Harmar, .Mr. Cox, Mr. 
Abbot, Mr. York, Wm. Merrick a 
bov 8 or 9 \cars old and three or four 
more, whose names I do not recollect, 
oa they were strango.'s to me. Among 
tho wounded who rocov red, w e re 
feaac Lunev, who had six b'dis shot 



Lors around B* Wo nut them nod 
: ; n ag rce me n t wa s o n te red i n to be - 
jlwoen us, that we would live in poacc, 
let others do as they would. A largn 
number of our company living at the 
mill at that time, were immigrants who 
! had just en me into the pi arc. On tho 
[first day of November 1638, without 
app re he n ding any da ngc r w hate to r 
from the inch, wo were visited by 
about three hundred mounted men. 
COniiag with great s[KX'd 9 and fell upon 
us with the ferocity of tigers. They 



throtfga him, two through his body, : jWere not discovered nn-til within one 
one through each arm, and tho oth-r ' hundred and fifty yards of us. They 
two through his hips. Nifhan 1\\ immediately ei mtaeBQed firing upon 
Knight shot through the body; Mr. us, without nskfog us to surrender, or 
Vokum who was severely wounded, jigivhig ih a chance to surrender, or 
besides being shot through tho head, eren giving u* to understand what 

Jacob Myers, Myers, Tarlton ;j thcy wanted* only ns we were taught 

Lvwia, Mr. Haunn, and several oth-i: by the Begad of gun-., ih- groans Of 
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Ihe dying, and the screams of the 
women and children, bei-ng only about 
forty in number, and wholly unpre-, 
pared to engrrgc"in any contest what- 
ever. We were forced to take shel- 
ter under cover of an old log bail- 
ding, used as a black-smith's shop, 
which was neither chinked or mudded. 

When men ran out and called for 
peace they were shot down; when they 
held up their hats and handkerchiefs 
and crying for mercy, they were shot 
down; when they attempted to run, 
they were cut down by the fire of 
guns; and When they stood •still, they 
were shot down by putting their gums 
through the cracks of the building. — 
After pleading for mercy, and having 
none shown us, and seeing they were 
determined to slaughter us en masse, 
and many of our brethren slain arornid 
"us, leaving our numbers but few, and 
seeing it was but death for us, we con- 
cluded to sell our lives as dear as pos- 
sible, and soon commenced firing at 
the mob who were firing from all di- 
rections at us. But few of the mob 
were injured in consequence of their 
shielding themselves by trees and logs; 
women andchildren "were equally bru- 
tally treated with the men, and found 
no place from the sympathies of these 
murderers. One woman by the name 
of Marv Steadwell was shot through 
the hand while holding it up in the at- 
titude of defence. As she ran from 
the mob, others pierced her clothes; 
after running as far as she could, she 
threw herself behind a log, whilst a 
volley of balls poured after her, filling 
the log where she lay, twelve or four- 
teen of which were taken out and pre- 
served for future generations to wit- 
ness. Many other women had balls 
shot through their clothes, while flee- 
ing into the woods with their children 
in their arms; others were brutally in- 
sulted and abused; One small boy 
was killed, having his brains blown 
out; anil during the affray, two other 
boys, belonging to Warren Smith, 
(who was also killed at the time,) hid 
themselves under the bellows; and 
when those murderers came into the 
shop, after killing all within except 
two men,)one wounded and the other 
not,) who lay concealed from their 
view by being covered with blood and 
dead bodies of the slain- The elder 



of the boys, crying for mercy from 
his hiding place, was immediately put 
to death by putting the muzzle of a gun 
to the lad's ear and blowing off the top 
of his head. One of these savages 
who participated in this transaction, 
accosted his comrade, (while commit- 
ting this horrid deed,) thus — « It is a 
damned pity to kill boys;" but was 
hushed by having the thought put into 
his head in reply, that "little sprc ughts 
soon became large trees" and if these 
boys were suffered to live, they, like 
their father, would be Mormons — a 
crime punishible with death even be- 
fore committed, — a faith now extant 
in Missouri, where it is supposed to 
have its fcirfh, and it is hoped will 
have its burial. The other lad was 
supposed to have been kljfci, but they 
did not quite accomplish their oh ect 
the younger receiving a wound in his 
hip which carried off his hip bone* — 
While the mob were in the shop, if 
they perceived life remaining in any 
of the wounded, while struggling ki 
the agonies of death, they were imme- 
diately dispatched, at the same time 
plundering the pockets of the dead strip- 
ping off theit boots, shoes, and cloth- 
ing. After the mob had learned that 
two men escaped with their lives they 
would declare publicly, that if they got 
into another such affair they would in- 
spect more closely by sticking their 
knives in their toes. This Massacre 
took place about sun an hour high, on 
Tuesday, and continued until seven- 
teen were killed and fifteen wounded, 
the remaining few escaping. 

Among those who attempted to es- 
cape, was a man by the name of Thom- 
as McBridc, a soldier and Patriot of the 
revolution and a Justice ef the Peace. 
While making the best use of his tot- 
tering limbs and worn out frame for 
his escape, he was met in his retreat 
by a young man from Daviess county 
by the name of Jacob Rogers, who 
immediately demanded the old man's 
gun, which was delivered up, and was 
then shot down by said Rogers. This 
not killing the old man, he lifted his 
hands in the attitude of suplication and 
jbegged for mercy, at the same time 
appealing to his silvery locks as add- 
ing still more force, and credit to his 
cries and tales o( suffering, while in 
the defence of his country and ih« 
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constitution thereof. But the yonng 
man deaf to every thing but death and 
murder, regarded not the old man, but 
seizing an old corn cutter or piece of a 
sythe, commenced first to hew off the 
old man's fingers while holding them 
up for mercy, and next cutting his 
hands from his arms, and then sever- 
ing his arms form his body, and last of 
all, laying open the skull and beheading 
the body of the poor sufferer who had 
fought and spilt his blood for the priv- 
ileges enjoyed by his murderer. [ 

There not being any men left, or 
not enough to bury the dead, the wo- 
men were compelled to bury their hus- 
bands by throwing them into a well 
close to the black-smith shop. The 
next day after the massacre a large 
company of them came back, blowing 
their bugle and firing their guns in an 
exulting manner. Thev carried off 
goods of all description, horses, wag- 
ons, and harnesses, stripping the hor- 
ses and moving wagons of all the 
goods, furniture and clothing of any 
value, leaving the widows and orphans 
to suffer in that inclement season of the 
year. Cows, hogs, and horses were 
driven off in droves. They robbed the 
families of all their beds and bedding, 
and even took the widow's cloaks; the 
dead men striped of their clothing; al- 
so, another of the persons engaged in 
this horrid affair was a man by the 
name of Stephen Bunnels, who made 
his boasts, at public places, that he was 
the man who killed one of the little 
boys. This boasting has been made 
in the presence of the authorities of 
the state at Richmond, when innocent 
men were kept in chains for nothing 
but defending themselves, wives and 
children from such savages as these. 

After this bloody affray was end»?d, 
a young man had crept from his 
hiding plase and returned to the shop 
was sent to Far West to obtain assist- 
ance to bury the dead, (a distance of 
about 20 miles.) The young man ar- 
rived within two or three miles of Far 
West, where he met a company of 
men; he was asked where he was 
from and where he was going; and 
answering them correctly he was then 
asked if he knew where the militia 
were; he told them he did not know of 
any. They then told him to face 



would lead him where there were five 
or six thousand of them. He was then 
compelled to go to Ray county, and 
stopped at Samuel McCriston's that 
night. In the morning they robbed 
him of a fine fur cap, and ordered 
him to take off his overcoat, telling 
him it was too fine for a Mormon to 
wear. They then concluded to shoot 
him, and disputed among themselves 
who should do it. And some hard 
words and threats were used among 
themselves who should have the fine 
horse the young man rode. However 
they soon quit their dispute and Scar- 
ciel Woods, (a Presbyterian Preacher 
of long stand Lag in Corritton, the coun- 
ty seat of Corril county,) saddled the 
young man's horse, and rode him about 
for some time, as if trying him, to see 
if he would answer his purpose. This 
was also the same man who took the 
young man's cip, and his boy wears it 
now, or did the last information re- 
ceived from that quarter. After being 
thoroughly satisfied with riding the 
the bores, he dismounted and Samuel 
McCriston mounted and rode for some 
time, while Woods was equally engag- 
ed in the trial of another horse, which 
it appeared had been obtained in the 

same way in which ihey intended to 
get this. 

McCriston rode o.Tthe horse and the 
young man was taken to Richmond, 
although he beggod to bo lot loose that 
he might go and help the Widows and 
children bury the dead at Haun's mill; 
still he was kept for many days a pris- 
oner at Richmond, in Ray county. 

The mobbing party here mentioned, 
consisted of nine persons, Scarcial 
Woods, ( preaclier, ) Joseph Ewing, 
( preacher^ ) Jacob Snorden, Wiley 
Brewer, John Hills {preacher,) and 
four more, their names not mentioned 
or known. After tormenting the 
young man all in their power, he was 
let go, arid returned to mourn the loss 
of friends, without being able or priv- 
ileged to pay the last debt of honor and 
respect to his murdered relatives. 

A short time after this affair at 
Hauu's mill, Capt. Nehemiah Corn- 
stock, the same who commanded a Mas- 
sacre, with forty or fifty others, took 
possession of the mill for two or three 
weeks, and thus cut off all the resourc- 



about and go with them, and they Ks of the widows and orphans who had 
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survived. During this timo they lived Jlsooa parted, and on the next day 1 
on the best that the neighborhood could went lo the mill nnd received my pa?a 

which reads M foliows. Having the 
original in my possession I give it 
verbali in. 



afibrd, plundering nnd stealing all the 
palatable food which had by the in- 
dustry and prudence of murdered hus-| 
bands, been laid : n store for themselves 
and families. 

They burned all the books that they 
could find, they shot the hogs and cat- 
tle, it seemed for pleasure of shooting 
game, as they did not conbume near 
all thev killed. 

One day Capt. Comstock with a 
number of men went to Jacob Fauts, 
who was at the time laving confined 
with w&unfla received in the massacre. 
They came to question Mr. Fauts, to 
ascertain where certain of his neigh- 
bora were who had escaped the mur- 
dering party. Mr. Fauts told them he 
did not know. I then got up, left the 
room, but was followed by some of the 
company, who commanded me not to 
leave until the Captain could see me. 



November J3;h "1S33. 

This is to certify that David Lewi?, 

a Mormon, is permitted to leave and 

pass through the State of Missouri iu 

an eastward direction unmolested dur- 
ing cood bvhivicur. 

JS'EHEMi AM COMSTOCK, 

Capt. Militia. 

The next day Hiram Comstock, the 
Captain's brother, with two or three 
others, brought a prisoner to me to see, 
if 1 knew him; I toid them 1 had seen 
him, but did not know his name. Af- 
ter questioning me for sometime, they 
told rue to go with them into their camp, 
and said I might consider myself a pris- 
oner. They kept me until the next 



The Captain was accordingly called! day, and set me at liberty charging 

' me to be gone from the state forthwith. 
I was compelled to comply with these 
orders at the sacrifice of all 1 had, and 
leave the state of Missouri airreeablv 
to the order of the Exccutive'of that 
slate, a thing unprecedented in the his- 
tory of the world. 1 was taught to 
hold sacred the rights of man in my 
childhood. I was raised in Kentucky, 
born in 1814, and lived in that state 
until April, 1S37. Such doctrine as 
taught and practised in Missouri, by 
the officers of that state- was never 
taught, neither practiced in my native 

s *$ a * e * V^m" JbLBb^*' hij ""(it 

DAVID LEWIS, 



upon and came out to see me; lie very 
gravely ft&d sternly charged me to be 
gone or on the act of starting on Tues- 
day evening, this being on Sunday 
evening, lie said I must obey at toy 
peril, or renounce Mormonism. I ask- 
ed him what I must deny; he said de- 
ny that Jo. Smith is a Prophet. As 
for moving 1 told him 3 thought it quite 
n short notice to get ready to leave the 
county, and the weather being so cold, 
and robbed of all our clothing, &c. — 
I also told him that my wife was quite 
sick and not able to move so soon, and 
furthermore the roads arc guarded or 
said to be, so that no Mormon could 
pass either way without being mobbed. 
1 asked him ifl must be driven ofl'bv 
one company, and and another lay in 
wait to murder me as I go. I told him 
1 thought the condition of the treat v 
was that we could stay until spring: 
he replied that was the first conclusion, 
but he had just received new orders 
from the General, and that was, thai 
all Mormons should be driven out of 
the state forthwith. 1 then asked him 
if the way was not guarded so that 1 
would be in no danger in passing the 
roads. He said he would give me a 
pass or ticket which would carry me 
safely through the state, provided 1 con- 
tinued to travel in an eastward course 
and minded my own business. We 
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Surely there is no enchant mc?it against 
Jacob, neither is there any divina- 
tion, against Israel: according to 
this time it shall be said of Ja:ob 
and of Israel what has God wrought! 
Numbers 23 chap. 23 verse. 

The above was the language of the 
prophet when the son oi' Zippor had 
sent for to curse the children of Israel, 
who had encamped near the borders of 
Moab, and who were about to enter in- 
to, and take possession of the land of 
Canaan. Fear took hold of the king 
Moab who had undoubiedly heard of 
the great deliverance wjjich the A!,- 
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mighty bad wrought out for them, inf throw of Amnion, Moab and many 
bringing them from the land of Egypt, other nations; and the final settle- 
and delivering nations, greater and ment of the children of Israel, in the 



stronger then they, into their hands. 

Their heroic actions, and warlike 
achievements spread far and wide, and 
spread terror and dismay amongst the 
people through whose country they had 
to pass. 

The King of Moab, terror struck like 
the rest, and thinking it would be folly 
to hazard a battle with them; resorted 
to means the most extraordinary to 
stop the journey; and blast the expec- 
tations of the promised seed. Having 
called the Elders of Midain together 
and loaded them with presents, he sent 
them to Balaam, who at that time dwelt 
in Pether, requesting him to come and 
curse the seed of Jacob Extraordin- 
ary aa was theconduct of Balack in send- 
ing for Balaam: yet, more so was that 
of Balaam in consenting to go on such 
n mission, after he had been forbid to' 
do so by the God of heaven; and the 
remarkable circumstances which took 
place on his journey. On his arrival 
he would undoubtedly be received with 
the highest marks of respect, while 
every enducoment would be held out to 
him, and every earthly honor promised 
him, provided he would curse the prom- 
ised seed. After Balack had shown 
him, from the mountains of Moab the 
the extended plains below, where the 
thousands of Israel had taken up a 
temporary abode, he requested altars to 
be erected and offered a bullock on 
every altar, but notwithstanding his 
frequent sacrifices, and his desire to 
oblige the King of Moab, he was not 
suffered to curse the favorite people of 
the Lord; but was constrained to bless 
them. Realizing that all attempts of 
cursing them were futile; lie was 
obliged to exclaim, and by the spirit of 
inspiration too. "Surely there is no 
enchantment against Jacob, there is no 
ttiviaation against Urael, according to 
this time shall it be snjd of Jacob and 
of Israel wbat has God wrought." 

To the children of Israel, heaven 
had indeed been favorable and mani- 
fested a peculiar regard, and had exert- 
ed a power in their behalf, sufficient to 
surprise the world: the facts of the 
plagues in Egypt, crossing the red sea, 

from the rock, the 
down of manna the over 



water issuing 
raining 
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Jand of Canaan; conspire to show forth 
the attributes of Jehovah, and cause 
every considerate man to exclaim 
"what has God wrought." 

Nor has the Almighty ceased to bo 
kind to the children of men; but since 
those events referred to, lie has mani- 
fested his love and made known his 
power for the good of his people, in a 
great many instances, which might bo 
enumerated, and will continue to dis- 
play his power and shew forth his glo- 
ry to the end of lime. 

In our own day and generation, we 
have been favored with the manifesta- 
tions of God, by the renewal of the 
new and everlasting covenant, the de- 
velopemeut of the principles of truth, 
the bringing forth of the ancient re- 
cords, and the establishment of that 
kingdom, the glories of which have 
been the theme of the prophets, apoi- 
ties and the saints of the most high, in 
every age. Although its introduction 
has not been attended with the thun- 
derings of Sinai, the dividing of wa- 
ters, and other circumstances as con- 
spicuous to the world, yet there has been 
a glory, and a display of the love and 
power of the Almighty, not inferior to 
any preceding dispensation, and when 
all the circumstances which attended- 
its introduction, and the almost over- 
whelming tide of opposition which it 
lias since met with, are taken into con- 
sideration, as well as the great e rents 
which have already been accomplished, 
we may well exclaim •'what has God 
' wrought." 

Twelve years have not yet rolled round 
since the world was in comparative 
darkness, ignorance, and superstition, 
and the fear of God was taught by tho 
precepts of men, and when tho way of 
peace was not known, nor the princi, 
pics of the gospel understood, each one 
was pursuing the way he thought best, 
all destitute of that principle which 
bringeth life and immortality to light j 
surely "darkness covered the earth 
and gross darkness the people." 

Amid the variety of religions and 
the contention of the sects, a new 
era broke forth upon the world, and a 
light burst forth, which like the star 
J which led the amazed shepherds to 
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Bethlehem city led men to the fountain 
of intelligence and truth; and pointed 
out in language, not to be misunder- 
stood, the errors of the world, and at 
the samo time declared the principles, 
by which mankind could be put in pos- 
session of that Spirit which leads into 
all truth and shews things to come. 

Angels have frequently been em- 
ployed in ancient days to announce im- 
portant information to the world — 
warning men of impending judgments, 
and unfolding the events of futurity: 
Although it was not anticipated, or the 
least expected, by the world or by pro- 
fessing christians, that any thing which 
would transpire for ages would render 
it neccessary for those celestial mes- 
sengers to revisit our globe, to commu- 
nicate any intelligence, yet to the as- 
tonishment of the world and to the con- 
founding of false doctrines, a holy mes- 
senger, an ambassador from the court 
of heaven, with a brightness above the 
mid-day sun appeared to a youth, and 
with a voice sweeter than music, saluted 
his ears, and made known the object of 
his mission, told him of the corruption; 
of Christendom, and communicated to 
him the important fact, which had here- 
tofore been involved in doubt, that the 
aboriginees of this country were the 
descendants of the promised seed, nor 
was this all, but the gospel of christ 
was made known, the priesthood was 
communicated, and a commission was 
given to preach this gospel to this gen- 
eration. Nothing but a sense of the 
importance of the work, his responsi- 
bility, and unshaken reliance on the 
aid of Omnipotance, could have induced 
him to deliver a testimony, or preach 
doctrines so unpopular to the world, 
which struck directly at the root of all 
the creeds, doctrines and opinions of 
this age, which is so celebrated for in- 
teligence, piety literature and arts. — 
He was pitied by a few as being of a 
weak mind, curs-vd by others as being 
a designing knave, and laughed at by all 
on account of his folly in introducing 
another religion, and setting forth such 
strange doctrines, as "baptism for the re- 
mission of sins, Sf the laying of hands for 
the gift of the holy ghost/' but conscious 
of the integrity of his heart, desiring to 
obey the mandate of heaven, feeling a 
love to his fellow mortals, and being 
assured of the truth and importance of 



those things he "had seen and heard 
and which had been declared to him," 
induced him, young and inexperienced 
as he was, to go forth and proclaim 
like the servants of God in ancient days, 
the message of heaven to this genera- 
tion, nor did scoffs and ridicule suffice, 
but to the eternal disgrace of its insti- 
gators, persecution was resorted tain 
order to put down the truth he promul- 
gated, and many who were zealous for 
their favorite creeds, were equally so to 
destroy his life. 

Some time after he had borne testi- 
mony to the truth, he had the pleasure 
of introducing a few, who were nobfe- 
minded enough to obey the truth for 
the truth's sake, into the kingdom, 
agreeably to the rules and ordinances 
that were revealed, some of whom 
wereordained to be fellow laborers in the 
vineyard, and to assist in spreading the 
gospel of the son of God; nor did they 
labor in vain, or spend their strength 
for naught, for when they reared the 
standard of truth, and proclaimd the 
tidings of salvation to the listening multi- 
tudes; the power of the most High rest- 
ed upon them; their testimony was con- 
vincing, the truth of heaven found a 
reception in the honest heart, the meek 
increased their joy in the Lord and the 
poor amongst men rejoiced in the holy 
one of Israel. 

Attacks were frequently made opon 
them by the learned teachers of the 
day, but with all their intelligence and 
combination of superior talents, they 
found the bulwark of truth too formida- 
ble for their {gigantic efforts, and its 
doctrines laid upon too sure a basis, to 
be overthrown by their herculian pow- 
ers, and as frequently as they assailed 
those high and holy principles, they 
have as frequently retired in shame, 
and the words of the Savior have been 
fully verified, to his servants, * fc that at 
the same time it should be given them 
what to say," and frequent has been 
the expression which has escaped the 
anxious listener, that these "men speak 
with authority." Notwithstanding the 
superiority of truth, many rejected it 
and chose to continue in error on ac- 
count of their love of the world and a 
good name, yet their were others who 
notwithstanding their former prejudices 
came forward and obeyed the gospel f 
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regardless of the smiles or frowns o° 
their fellow mortals. 

It was in the State of New-York, 
where the church was first organized, 
but on account of the persecutions to 
which they were continually subject; 
they moved intj the State of Ohio, 
where they built a large and handsome 
place of worship; the patern of which | 
was given by revelation; but there they 
were not suffered lo dwell in peace, but 
were harrassed and persecuted, even 
by men who were once their dearest 
friends; but the most cruel persecution, 
and one which will be an everlasting 
stain on the American character, was 
in the State of Missouri, whre cruelties 
of the most atrocious and wicked char- \ 
acter were practiced, which would dis- 
grace the annals of the most barbar- 
ous nations. Many noble hearted and 
virtuous men, whose characters were 
unimpeachable, and whose names will 
be handed down to future generations 
as such, fell victims to the foul spirit of 
religious persecution, which commenc- 
ed by a few reckless characters in the 
shape of men, but which was consuma- 
teJ by the executive and authorities of 
the State. Little did those unfeeling 
wretches feel, when butchering the in- 
nocent and unofFensive; the broken 
hearted widow, and the piercing cries 
of the fatherless were alike unheeded 
by these monsters, who spared neither 
age nor sex, but "whose feet were fast 
to shed blood. n The saints had to flee 
from a land of oppression, and were 
scattered far and wide on the extensive 
plains of Illinois. But have the ene- 
mies of the truth triumphed, is the re- 
ligion of heaven extinct, No! thank 
God it lives, although many have seal- 
.ed their testimony with their blood, and 
the saints have been scattered, yet like 
the persecutions practiced upon the 
children of Israel by the Egyptions, 
which was the forerunner of their 
memorable deliverance; so the perse- 
cutions in Missouri, is but the prelude 
to far more extensive usefulness of the 
saints, for since the saints have been 
scattered, the word has been every way 
preached, and an inquiry respecti»g 
the truth of the^e things is mad 5 in 
every quarter, and the cries of "come 
over and help us" is heard far and 
near; and never since the commence- 
ment of the church, have the Kldersjj 



been so successful in proclaiming the 
gospel. Not only have the poor be- 
lieved its precious truths and rejoiced in 
the same, but the rich, the noble, the 
honorable, men of all ranks and sta- 
tions, are begioing to investigate thosa 
principles, the adherance to which, have 
brought on the saints repeated persecu- 
tions and on some a MARTY'S 
CROW N. Yes, our Senators and Rep- 
resentatives, our Governor's and our 
Judges "shut their mouths; "for that 
which had not been told them they see, 
and that which they had not heard, do 
they now consider." 

Not onlv on this continent does the 
work spread and prevail, but distant 
nations have heard the tidings of salva- 
tion. Britania has spread out her 
arms and welcomed the elders of Is- 
rael, her dense population are crow- 
ding to hear the tidings as they roll, and 
thousands are coming forth in obedi- 
ence to the gospel; nor will it stop here, 
but with a light more glorious than tho 
king of day, shine forth in its strength, 
until it shall penetrate and diffuse its 
genial warmth and light over the mor- 
al world, and erradiate with its bright- 
ness, all who come to the light — yes, 
the elders of Israel, shall have faith, 
power and intelligence commensurate 
with their important mission, and shall 
lift up their voices in the various tong- 
ues of the earth — shall be wafted over 
every sea, enter every port, traverse 
every land, until every ear shall hear 
and every heart shall be penetrated, — 
until the purposes of our God shall be 
fulfilled, Zion established, satan bound, 
and an everlasting righteousness bro'r. 
in, and when shall be heard from every 
creature under heaven, blessing and 
honor, and glory and power be unto 
him that setteth upon the throne, and 
to the Lamb, forever and ever." 

In consideration of what has already 
been accomplished, and the promises of 
God in regard to the future, we are led 
emphatically to exclaim, "Surely there 
is no enchantment against Jacob, there 
is no divination against Israel, from this 
time it shall be said of Jacob and of Is- 
rael, what has God wrought." 

Not only has the Almighty been 
kind by clothing his servants with pow- 
er, and spreading the work throughout 
the land, but a location has been secur- 
ed for the saints, on the banks of the 
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Missisaipi; ofld surd "ne'er eun, 

view'd in its wide career, a lovlier spot" 

with sufficient loncb in the Iowa Terri- 
tory fur all fftl mi ng purposes &c. 

YV hen I contemplate the scenes 
which occurcd and our situation in the 
State of Missouri, when mobe were com- 
bining against us, when our wives and 
little ones, had to winder on the bleak 
prairies, when the Humes of our bourne 
enlightened the canopy cf heaven, when 
our beloved brethren were torn from 
i he bosom of their families and friends, 
by ruthless villians, nnd thrust into 
prison, while their feet were hurt with 
fellers, and not suffered the privileges 
of freemen; while thousands destitute 
of money and uf means had to make 
their w$y out of a Stale whose govern- 
ment refused them protection: when 
wo were taken up in the lips of talkers, 
and when reports were circulated 
ugajflftf us, with on industry which 
would have done honor to a better 
cause; reports which were false, wicked 
nnd scandalous: and contrast them with 
our present situation, prospects, and ad- 
vantages; I am led to exclaim, fc, Sure- 
Iv there is no enchantment against Ja- 
cob, there is no divination against Is- 
rael: from this time it shall be said of 
Jacob and of Israel, what has God 

wrought. 0 ..... - 

. It. B. THOMPSON. 
JVauroj, July 10th, 1840. 
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Cotton, Switzerland co. Indiana. 

Br. D. C. SMITH. 

Sir I will inform you in 
short of my labors, and success in this 
county, — I commcncced preaching the 
gospel of Jesus Christ,-*— on the 14th of 
October last, in the township of Cotton. 
Switzerland co. and was violently op- 
posed by all the sectarians priests; and 
tome of the learned doctors, from Scot- 
land, under took to assist their priests 
to put down the truth. But the Lord 
scon put those mockers to silence. — 
•'Truth will prevail". 

Jr Paul said he fought with the beasts 
of Ephesus, so I fought w ith the beasts 
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It is with great pleasure we lay be- 
fore our readers the proclamation of tho 
Jews from the land of their inherit- 
ances, which will be read with great 
interest by the saints, and every inquir- 
er after truth. 

The judgements which the Lord do* 
nounced against that people, inconse- 
quence of their repeated transgressions 
have indeed been fulfilled to the very let- 
ter; and the promises of their restoration.^ 
to the iar.d of their Fathers, with their 
ultimate splendour and glory, now re- 
main to be accomplished. 

From the events which have taken 
place in Europe within a few years 
past. The liberal and enlightened pol- 
icy of the Pacha of Egypt, which with 
the document in question, conspire to 
prove, that the day of their liberty has 
already dawned, and that God has pre- 
pared the way, and set his hand again, 
the second time, to gather them to their 
heloved city. Surely the "work of tho 
Father, " as spoken of in the book of 
Mormon, hu commenced, which shall 
roll forth with power and great glory, 
until Jerusalem shall be built up — tho 
land of Canaan become as the garden of 
Eden, and Zion be established to be 
thrown down no more forever. 



of Switzerland until they left the field 
und 36 icceived tho gospel, and more 
now standing in the church of Latter 
Day Saints in good faith and fellow- 
ship. — ■ . t. 

JONATHAN DUNHAM. 



Most of our new subscribers, desire 
the Times and Seasons from the com- 
mencement of the Volume, and we are 
sorry that it is not in our power to ac- 
commodate them: the three first No's. 
I of the Times and Seasons are all gone: 
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therefore, all new subscribers thai wiah" of hsr plagues." The 



. _ press too. is a 

mighty "hunter," well calculated to 
"bunt" Israel, fiom the "holes of tho 

■ 

d from ''all the worlds 



ro 



a:, 



to commence with the 4th No. of the 

present Volume, can be accommodated r0 .? ;s> lK;u irom rail me wor:d 
for the present, and they will receive j thither They have been scattered.' — 
the three first No's, of fhn R P^,itiT hcrefure ^ as > word to tha viae id suC 
Volume to make out their 
scription. Those who commence with 



the 4th No. will obtain the most essen- 
tial part of tho history of the Missouri 
persecutions. 

From the daily increaso of subscri- 
bers 

messengers 



of tho secor.l 1 "V 1 «o»a l ° * ise id sul- 

ci tno second ficwnt) wc fcd . n h thai Lo:d> 

mi years sub- '-hunters," who are Jo do the Work of 

Which wo have been speaking, will 
have reject to each other, and be ua> 
ted ;a their exertions, holding up each 
other's arms effectually, in their feeble 
efforts; that the work of God, tho great 
and last dispensation, prone!led|by his 
own arm, may roll on, u'ntil the'eno- 
5T9, and tho general news from the I 111 :es . °fi ,rulil are subdued,; and the 
lessengers of truth, who are spread- !| earlh Bha " be fa!l of glory of God. 

ing the gospel proclamation; wc are' 

led to conclude that the work of refor- 



We have several ccinnjuuications of 
interest, which'we arc'utider the nr eas- 
ily of laying over for the present; aimocg 
the number is the petition of L. Wight, 
and the report of the committe, appoint- 
ed to explore parts of Iowa Territory, 
to seek a "suitable location for the Saints, 
we shall try to remember them i v i our 
next. 



ihe following is frotn brofher E. 
R^)i&son f dated Cincinnati, July Hhb. 
after giving an account of the success 
of his business transactions, ho say*; 

By this you see, that the work is pro- 



bation, is going on very extensively, 
throughout all the world. Wherever 
the elders are laboring, they are crown- 
ed with great success; almost ever) 
State in the Union, has furnished more 
or less subjects for the kingdom of God 
that is now established: and at the 
present time, the heralds of salvation, 
whom God hath called by his own 
voice from the heavens, are lifting Ihe 
warning voice and extending the invita- 
tion of the gospel to the principle States 
in the; Union, and to the Islands of the 
sea, and also to foreign lands. 

The dispensation that God baa com- 
mitted to his servants, is a great dis- 
pensation; it requires faithful laborers, _ _ 

and more of them: it requires diligence I S rcss > in g." and I have to snvlo^you 

on the part of those who are now cn-j L ' ial not cn 'y the work of the* Look, is 
1 .u:. __. , .1 progressing 5ut lho WQrk of tfafi rj^ 

is onward, with rapid strides; I have 
formed an acquaintance with several 
in this place who are very anxious to 
hear of our doctrine, and to becoma 
better acquainted frith the principles of 
our holy rchgi'Mi: I have to spend a 
considerable of tny timo in conversation 
with different individuals in various 
parts of the city. Bo assured dear 
brother, the seed is sown, in many ail 
honest hear* in this place, and great 
will be the harvest here, before many 
moons pass away, I trust. I have quite 
unexpectedly, met with a brother and 
a mighty man of God, whom the Lord 
sent here to make an uproar amon~ the 

0 . priests **f Baal, in this place. 1 need 

from the midst of Babylon, saying, not tell you that one morning, just g£ 
"come out of her my people and per- tor breakfast, as I was standing in a 
take not of her sins that yc receive not ''back room in the foundrv, a gentleman 



gaged in this great work — example 
should go hand in hand with precept — 
the priciplcs of virtue should bo their 
associate — wisdom, be their counsellor, 
and the Spirit of Gud preside over them. 

There are many parts of the earth, 
that have not yet been penetrated with 
the everlasting gospel; and all these 
places must, of course, be looked after; 
for 4 'this gospel of the kingdom shall be' 
preached in all the world, and then shall 
the end come." The elders of Israel 
should remember, that the press, right- 
ly managed, is one of tho greatest 
preachers on the earth, and is well cah 
culated to penetrate the darkest cor- 
ners of tho earth, and search out the 
honest in heart, and gather them 
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steped in at the door, whom I thought 1 
knew, but not expecting that he was in 
this country, dare not flatter myself 
that it was him- — he too gazed at mc 
with the same surprize and astonish- 
ment, thinking that it could not be pos- 
sible, but that his eyes deceived hirn; in 
this situation we stood for a moment, 
n6t daring to smile for fear we should 
be mistaken — hut at length we both 
burst into laughter, and ciusped each- 
other by the hand, and enjoyed a very 
ngi cable surprise — It was our beloved 
bi other Orson Hyde; we have spent 
many a pleasant hour together, we arc 
now expecting elder Page every day, 
when we shall commence holding pub- 
lic meetings; brother B. had a letter 
from him yesterday morning* stating 
that he was then in Milton, preach- 
ing and baptizing, he had baptized six 
in that pbre, and was to baptize six 
more yesterday, (15th») among the 
number baptized, was a respectable 
Merchant and family, of the first stand- 
ing in the country. Bro. Hyde has a 
great many calls to converse with the 
people in different parts of the city 
which he attends with pleasure, in 
which he is laying the foundation for a 

great work. 

May the Lord roll on his great and 
mighty kingdom, until the earth shall 
be illumined by the light and glory of 
the gospel of peace, and the kingdoms 
of this world, become the kingdoms of 
our God and of his Christ, is the pray- 
er of your brother in the the Lord. 

E. ROBINSON. 

D. C. Smith. 



Below is an extract of a letter writ- 
ten by our beloved brother O. Hyde, 
dated Franklin, Warren co. Ohio, Ju- 
ly 7th, 1840. We have since the re- 
ceit of this, heard by the way of bro. 
E. Robinson that these brethren were 
laboring in Cincinnati, and a place 
called Milton, with considerable suc- 
cess; they had baptized in all, since 
leaving this place 62: there is such a 
wide extended field of labor in the vine- 
yard of the Lord, that these brethren 
make but slow progress on their way 
to Palestine; however, from accounts 
they are not idle, the Spirit of the Lord 
is with them, and they are sowing the 
seed of the gospel effectually wherever 
they travel. VVe rejoice that they feel 



the spirit of their mission, and we say 
speed them on their journey, O Lord! 
arm them with the sword of the Spirit*, 
cause error to flee before them like the 
hoary frost before the burning rays- of" 
the morning sun: cause the kingdoms 
of the devil to- crumble into forgetful- 
ness before them, and the kingdfcm of 
our God- to be reared triumphantly 
behind them, waving the banner of 
truth to all nations, that all who will, 
may come and partake of the waters* 
of life freely. — Ed. 

The .work of the Lord is prospering^, 
and many &re convinced of the truth, 
and some obeying it. Bro. Page is 
a boanarges, well calculated to storm 
sectarian ramparts and castles; and 
spread terror and dismay through the 
strong holds of BabePs empire. Wo 
have by the grace of God, succeeded. 
| in routing priests and people from 
scriptures hallowed ground; and we now 
stand on the frontiers of the same, with 
the sword of truth* pleading the cause 
of our Master, while our enemies stand 
afar off and cry, "Give us a sign,'* 
''give us a sign," thus revealing the 
true character of most of this genera- 
tion, clearly showing that they are 
in the slough of wickedness, and mire of 
adultry according to our Savior's words*. 

In Dayton, we preached in the court 
house to crowded congregations; and 
also in the grove. We have baptized 
only five persons there, but we have left 
a great harvest for some faithful el- 
ders to reap — we felt hurried to Cincin- 
nati and so on east. The Jews are 
gathering; and have issued orders, or 
a circular, and universal proclamation* 
for their brethren, in all the world, to 
return to Palestine, for the land is rea- 
dy for their reception. "But there is 
none to guide her among all the sons 
whom she hath brought up, but these 
two things are come unto thee." — See 
Isaiah 51:18,19. Things, you know, 
in English means any kind of fish, 
beast, or birds. But the book of Mor- 
mon says, "These two sons are come 
unto thee;" this is better sense, and 
more to the point. As Jerusalem has 
no sons to take her by the hand and 
lead her among all the number whom 
she hath brought forth, Bro. Page and 
myself feel that we ought to hurry 
along and take her by the hand; for 
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we are her sons but the Gentiles have 
brought us up. 

I am informed that both England and 
Rusia, have extended protection to the 
Jews in Palestine; and proffer to aid 
them in their return. Let Kings be- 
come nursing fathers, and Victoria a 
nursing mother; and I will say, roll on 
thy righteous cause, thou King of saints. 

I spoke to a crowded audience last 
'night in this place, and expect to have 
a greater one to night. We had the 
Presbyterian and Methodist ministers 
out to hear. The Methodist made an 
attack upon me; but when he had fired 
his second round, he retreated. 

If each of as could be divided into 20 
parts; and each part be a Mormon 
preacher, we could find business for 
the whole. * * * 

Elder Fogais laboring in Fairfield 
for a few days, and I am here doing 
all I can. 

I hope the Saints in Nauvoo will 
*how favor to Bro. Jonathan Crosbv 
and Ross R. Rogers of Pleasant Gar- 
den, la. for they have spared no pains 
to wait upon the traveling elders; and 
they, of their pecuniary have freely ad- 
ministered to their wants. Therefore 
let them be had in remembrance. — 
The brethren in Quincy, Jacksonville 
and Springfield, have been exceedingly 
kind to us, and have done all they could 
for this mission; and my heart feels to 
bless them, and God will bless them 
and they shall be his when lie makes 
up his jewels. Bro. Eldridge of Indi- 
anopolis, has done well by us; and, also, 
bro. Willson who lives near Cadiz in 
la. may the Lord remember all these 
brethren and reward them all according 
to the spirit of kindness and generosity 
with which they have treated us. VVe 
have no fault to find with any of our 
brethren and sisters: we believe they 
are all trying to do the best they can. 
We have not proceeded fast on our 
journey; but those among whom we 
have laboured, can testify whether we 
have been faithful or not* * * * 

Bro. Joseph's letter to us was a 
treat, I assure you: it was just such an 
one as we might expect his generous 
spirit to produce. We feel as though 
wc were free men and had all the lib- 
erty we want to do good, and hope we 
■may never do any thing to restrict our 
privileges or curtail our bk ^ n«s. 1 



feel that the time pust of ray life is suf- 
ficient to have wrought the will of the 
Gentiles and my prayer is Lord deliver 
me from the snare of the devil. 
Yours forever in the 
bonds of the covenant. 

ORSON HYDk 



A Voice from the Holy City-Re- 
building of the Temple of Solo- 
mon—Recall of the People o?<Jou 

TO JlJDAH. 

We have received by the last packet from 
England, a copy of a very extraordinary 
"Circular/* issued by the Jews now raiding 
at Jerusalem, and addressed to all the descen- 
dents of Abraham to the uttermost ends of 
the earth. It is written in the pure Hebrew 
character, and accompanied with an English 
translation, which we annex, as matter of 
the deepest curiosity to the people of this 
country. Next week, if we possibly can, we 
shall puplish the original Hebrew in a double 
sheet; but at present we must content ourself 
with the translation. — Boutin Herald. 

TO OUR BRETHREN* THE IS- 
RAELITES OF EUROPE 
AND AMERICA. 
The Liberal and Benevolent Contribu- 
tors towards every holy and pious 
purpose — ready tostnnd in the breach 
to evince their love for the land of 
promise: to the well-wishers ofJeru* 
salem, and friends of Zion (dearer to 
us than life), who extend their boun- 
teous aid to this holy city, and de- 
vote their best means, in love and 
affection, "to take pity on her^foncs, 
and show mercy to her dust.* To 
the illustrious and excellent Rabbies. 
to their worthy and distinguisned as- 
sessors, to the noble chiefs and faith- 
ful leaders of Israel, to all congrega- 
tions devoted to the Lore*, and to eve- 
ry member thereof — health* life, and 
prosperity. May the Lord vouchsafe 
kit protection unto them. May they 
rejoice and 'be ex^eedinj gh>\: and 
with their own eyes §aay they be- 
hold when the Lord ro itorelfl Zion. 
Such be his gracious viU, Av.en. 
It is a fact well known through A 
Judah and Israel, that "the glory al- 
together departed from the daugh- 
ter of Zion," since, upwards of one 
hundred years ago, the congregation 
of German Jews in this holy oily were 
forcibly deprived of their homes and 
inheritance. Dreadfw! and grievous 
was the yoke under which the despots 
of this land oppressed them. Tyraa- 
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ny and crabl usage ground them toffsacred undertaking prospered in our 



thedd*rt, and forced them to forsikc 
their habitations, "to abandon their hou- 
ses and all their property, and to seek' 
safety in flight. Thus, the hirge Court 
they inherited from their ancestors re- 
mained deserted and uninhabited, un- 
til it was seized upon and possessed by 
aliens. The sacred edifiices it con- 
tained, namely the Synagogue and 
Medrash, were by them demolished, 
the whole of the property utterly ruined, 
and possession?, lawfully ours, devas- 
tated before our eyes. Then did our 
souls refuse ail consolation! for how 
could we boar to witness the evil which 
befel our pooptet 

As the light gleams forth from n 
ppark, so did our Congregation take 
h'-art and return, again to form their 
establishments, and to take root on the 
holy Mountl But we could find no rest 



hands, so that we have completed the 
Med rush, "and great is Ihe glory of 
the house;" and also houses for tho 
teachers of the law. and for the hospi- 
table reception and entertainment of 
strangers, which were indispensably 
necessary to acomodatc tho many pi- 
ous Israelites who visit the Holy City 
during the festivals. And on Rosh 
llodesh Shchalh last we joyfully plac- 
ed a Sepher Torah in the Medrash, 
which we consecrated by the name of 
"MbhABRM Zio.\," for the Lord has 
vouchsafed to comfort his people. 

But although we have thus, under 
the blessing of Providence, retrieved 
from devastation a part of the posses- 
sions bequeathed unto us by our pious 
ancestors* yet our hearts are afflicted, 
and our eyes arc dimmed when wc be- 
hold the sanctuary of the Lord, tho 



for our wearied feel— no place conse- Synagogue, which still lies in ruins; 
crated and appointed for prayer aodj nor is it in the power of all of us (the 



instruction. Our aching eyes beheld j 
how every nation and tongue, cvenj 
from tho most distant isles of the 



German Congregation) to rebuild it; for, 
alas, great is the number of our poor who 
stand in need of oread, and the debts wo 



ocean, is here possessed of structures contracted in building the Medrash are 



defended by walls, gates, and portcullis, 
whilst the people of the Lord, forcibly 
Ci palled from their inheritance by ra- 
pacious barbarians, were covered with 
obliquy, scorn, and disgrace. The 
cries of tho people ascended unto the 
Lord, who dwelieth in Z;on. He lock- 
ed down, and in pity beheld their 
sufferings and oppression. And ever 
since the ruler of Egypt first assumed 
the government of tho Holy Land — a 
ruler who maintains justice throughout 
his dominions — an edict was issued, 
permitting Jews to do whatsoever they 
deemed right and expedient, with re- 
spect to the rebuilding of their demol- 
ished Synagogues and Colleges. Us, 
likewise, tho Lord, in his mercy vouch- 
safe to remember, and caused us to be 
reinstated into the heritage of our fa- 
thers, even to tho afore- mentioned 
Court, which is called the Ruin of R. 
Jehudah the pious (of blessed memory.) 
Blessed be tho Lord our God, the God 
of our fathers, who inspired the heart 
of the ruler of Egypt, to restore unto 
us tho possessions of our ancestors: 
nor did we delay or lose time in the 
matter, butexcrte*! ourselves to rebuild 
Jerusalem. '•Wo fenced it. and oath* 



large, and weigh heavily upon us. 
The cause of our grief is thus ever 
present to our eyes, the ruins of the 
Svnagogue are heaped in the middle of 
the Court, and rank woods spread over 
the consecrated pile. We, therefore* 
deem it our bouoden duty to dispatch 
a messenger Unto our brethren tho 
children of Israel, who are dispersed 
and in exile, in order to acquaint them 
with "the salvation of the Lord in the 
land," so that thevTmay arise und take 
pity on Zion, for it is time to show 
mercy unto her. 

To undertake tins laborious duty 
was tho voluntary oiler of our dearly 
beloved friend, that profound and re- 
nowned Rabbi, the zealous and honcra- 

ble AaRON BELK3 ASHKENAZf. 

He is a man confirmed in the fear of 
the Lord, of a faithful stock; and him 
we depute as our messenger, worthy 
of all trust, to make proclamation unto 
the communities of Israel, "according 
to the sight which he has seen in the 
holy mount," and to him we have giv- 
en letters of authorization*, containing 
futl?particu!ars as to his pious mission, 
and everv necessary information rcla- 
tins thereto. 



i o 

ew up the stones thereof/' and the!) Now, therefore, let the righteous be- 



ti jies ax d seasons. 



1. 



hold and rejoice; let the; pious exult and 
triurnpli in gladness: the day je so long 
have hoped for i3 corns, and ye sec, tti 
The crown of holiness rill again fedora 
its former abode. Therefore, arise, 
and take upon yoursslves, according 
to the words of this letter, to devote a 
portion of your wealth as a ancrsd tri- 
bute towarda erecting "the temple of 
the moit holy King on the Mountaiu of 
the Lord,* 1 that ye may have a portion 
and a righteous record in Jerusalem. 
Let uo one among you refuse his aid, 
but let the poor man contribute his mite 
for himself and his household freely, ns 
the rich dispenses the bounty whercv/ith 
the Lord hath blessed him. Lst fa- 
thers and their otrspring, the aged and 
the youthful, alike ariso in mercy to 
Zion at this propitious season, Lot each 
man encourage his neighbor, and say, 
"We will be zoilons and persevering 
for our people and tho city of our God. 
And for the love of Zion and the sake 
of Jerusalem we will not rc< nor be 
easy until Jerusalem is praised through- 
out the earth, and foremost in our joys, 
even aa we have vowed. If 1 forget 
thee, Jerusalem, let my right hand for- 
get her cunning: if I prefer not 4 Jeru- 
salem above my chief joy-" 

Such arc the WOrch of your brethren 
who address you for the glory of G, A 
and for the honor of his land, his people 
and his inheritance — continually pray- 
ing for our exiled brethren, and offer- 
ing up our orisons on holy ground, and 
particularly near the Western Will, 
that it may be well with you everlast- 
ingly, as you yourselves desire, and we 
most sincerely wish. 

Signed at Jerusalem, the 19th day of 
year 5597, a- m. by the Wardens of 
the Med rash and mcmberg of tho bidd- 
ing Committee, on behalf of the Congre- 
gation of German Jews in this holy 
city. — (Signed.) 

HIRSfl JOSEPH, 

DAVID BEU8EN, 
NATHAN S A AIMS, 

ABR;\iiAM& SALMONS, 
MORDECAt AVIGDOR, 
URIAHS. HVAM, 

The undersigned assessors of the 

Beth-din, by the direction of the Rev. 

Chief Rabbi, hereby certify that Rev. 



A*ron Solig Askenazi U actually de- 
puted for tho purposo mentioned in ikj 
above Circular. 

London, tit 1th Trhj'h— 24 The. 55:r9. 

ISBAKL LEVY, 

AaRON" levy, 

A. L. BARN LOT. 



Stohm aitd Loss or Lira at PoxDicztimY* 
The Paris Temp* pu b!i*b$S accounts fro:ii 
Pimdicliernrof the «d Jin. and from Yan- 
aon, French factorj about 253 miles nlong ths 
coast from that city, u|» to the 7th of Decem- 
ber, which contains numerous details of the 
dreadful bttrrtcaM and inundation of die sci 
on that oast. They coincide in slating tha 
force of the wind to have been nuch aa had 
never before been wilnes**d there, and the in- 
road of the sea a* dreadful bevon t descrip- 
tion. Upwards often thousand corpse* hmd 
(been found, but many thousands more had, 
no doubt been washed away. So many bod- 
ies lying unburied had caused a pestilence* 
an J the condition of the survivori, who bad 
lost most of their ptfopprly, was exceedingly 
distressing. The British authorities and set- 
tlors had shown tho greatest kindness to th a 
French staff :lts, but the factory town of and 
Yanaon, which alone ha i lost 1,500 inhabi- 
tants, could not recover from puch a calamity 
for a grc^t many years. The Govermerjt 
chest and most of the public records hadbecM 
preserved. As instances of the fetteimvt 
scale on which this great natarn) calamity ac- 
ted, it is mentioned tint at Takritoa 
house, in which -iODpesons had taken refuse; 
Was blown do.'.'n, and most of thorn killed, 
while at Malavoram, a on the English 

territory, only 4Dv.-c:a saved out of 20O0 in,* 
habitants. — N*sv Wor>u>. 
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MARRfED In fife Co. Ill; obtto 

26 of June by elder Ilirlow RedfieW 
Wri Hawkins JuJd, to Mis3. Electa F. 
[lowland. 

In this place on tho 0 of July bv 

elder. Redden All red, Mr, George W. 
Clifn to Miss. Amanda C« Fosctt. 



DIED 



A t Lon £ton, Sin {lor J- 



shire, F.yj. Jonathan Locket, aged 03 
years, ho vr*;3 a saint add rests from 
ins lo*>or*« 

ioluliott, Will Co. Bi: April CUt. 

Ur. Benjamin Fletcher aged 2-3 years. 

TO THE WSJAC. 

AN Appeal lo the American people 
has recently bocu published at 

Cincinnati, giving an account of the perse- 
cutions inflicted on the win!* in tho Staff* of 
Missouri, rtc. etc. Tht?7 arc printed in 
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pamphlet form, of between 80 and 90 pages, 
and elegantly bound. They will be sold at 
25 cents per copy, or 10 copies for two dol- 
lars. Any porson sending $5, current mo- 
ney, shall receive 30 copies of the Appeal. 

All letters to be addressed to the Post 
Master of Nauvoo, Hancock Co. 111. 

7tf. GEO. W. ROBINSON. 



Fordeli^aie to Congress from Iowa, 

AUGUSTUS C. DODGE. 

For Council from Lee county, 
EDWARD JOHNSON. 



received in time to meet our engage- 
ments, which will be the first of Sep- 
tember, or one hundred and twenty 
copies for ^every hundred [dollars, then 
remitted. 

All orders for books" addressed to 
Robinson and Smith, Cincinnati, Ohio, 
Post Paid, will receive prompt atten- 
tion. — Ed. 



For the Times and Seasons. 
THE WORD OF WISDOM. 

BY MISS HAH K. BNOW. 

"For to one is given hi the spirit, the 
word of xcisdom" 1st Cor. 12:8. 

The Lord imparted from above 

The word of wisdom for our blessing? 

Bnt shall it unto many prove 

A gift that is not worth possessing? 

Have we not been divinely taught, 
To heed its voice and highly prise it? 

Then who shall once indulge the thought 
It can be better to dispise it? 

Has self denial grown a task? 

Or has that word been vainly spoken, 
Or why, I fain would humbly ask. 

Why is that word, so often broken. 

It is a straight and narrow wav, 
That leads to the Celestial City: 

That high taught saints should go astray. 
Thro' gentile customs, is a pitty. 

O; that the eaints would all regard 

Each gracious word that God has given 

And prize the favor of the Lord 

Above all things beneath the heaven. 



TO THE SAINTS SCAT- 
TERED ABROAD. 
We annouce, with pleasure, to the 
saints throughout the world, that our 
beloved brother, E. Robinson, has gone 
to Cincinnati for the express purpose 
of getting the Book of Mormon stereo- 
typed and printed, and that he has en- 
tered into a contract to have it done 
immediately. This is therefore to re- 
quest all those, who feel an interest in 
the accomplishment of this glorious 
work, to assist in the ardious underta- 
king, by forwarding to him means to 
help defray the expences, which it re 
quires in publishing a work of such 
magnitude. Wc will give a copy of 
the work, well bound, for every dollar 
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A HISTORY* OF THE 
PERSECUTION, OF THE CIFJSCH 
OF JESUS CHUKST, OF LAT- 
TER DAY SAINTS IN 
MISSOURI. 

CCXTJNUKD. : ii 

Wo will now return to the prisoners. 
They had meanly hctrayed us into 
their hands; we \v:;re kept in their 
camp till the thirJ d:iy of November; 
we were then started fur Jackson coun-i 
ty. LeMis^hcrc observe thai, they in- 
creased our number having added to it 
Messrs- Hyrum Siniih and Amasa Ly- 
man. By our special request, they 
fool; us into Tar West, to see ojr fam- 
ilies, whom we found, when we got 
there, living on parched corn, as the 
town was so closely invested they could 
not get ouL I will not attempt in des- 
cribe tliis^parting scene* I will leave 



after we had been th^re a few days. 
At first we were put into an old house 
and closely guarded. While we were 
there, Barreil Hicks, a lawyer of cele- 
brity, and leader of the Jackson county 
mob, confessed in our presence, and in 
the presence of many other?, that the 
Jackson county mob, was a wanton at- 
tack upon the saints without cause, 
and he said he presnrr.ed thct the attack 
then made was of the same character 
We stiite this to show that the men 
of intelligence in Jackson, knew that 
they were again engaged in robbing a 
people of their rights, indeed, Ger.?r- 
al Wilson went so far as to say tint if 
ever the mobs attacked us a^ain, ho 
would fight for us. We will here 
leave the prisoners and relate what 
took place in Diahnrin. After Gener- 
al Clark's arrival at Far West, Gener- 
al VVihon, I think, was the General'* 
name, that was seot to Diahman. Oh 
j his arrival there, he placed guards 
every person to place themselves in jiaround the town, so that no person 
our situation and then judge for them. ij might pass out or in without permis* 

'r-ion. All the men in the town were 
[tkeii Liken and put under guard, rxnd a 



selves. 

In fc writ'ng this narrative it is no part 



of our intention to play u:>on the » «? rt °X/ n f* lUry m3 ? tuie * 

sions of the public, bnt give a fcithfui ***** £ :l< * ? n , thc } jCnch | 5 
narrative of fata and then leave it— Adatn Black bejoo&i todierooband 

j was one at tile leaders oi it trom the 
•time mobbing first commenced iu Da- 
viess county. The Attorney's uamc i 
jhave formation, if 1 ever knew, bat bc- 
j longed t-» General Clark's army. 

I After two or throe davs' invc&tljja- 
tion, every man was honorably acquit- 
led. General Wilson then orders 1 



After we arrived at Independence, iho 
county scat of Jackson e:nin*y, we 
served the same purpose that a cara- 
van of wild animals would for a sho'v. 
as hundreds of people called to bee us 
We were put into an o'd house and left 
to sleep on some blankets we had with 
us. Shortly after we had started from 
Far West, u messenger came riding jjdvery family to be out of Diahman in 
aftecr us with a demand from Gen* Si loo days, with permission to ga to 
Clark, to take us back. With this, j Caldwell, end there tarry until spring. 



Gen. Lucas would nut comply. Up- 
on the whole, we were treated at Jack- 



and then leave the state untfcr pfchl of 
extermination. This v/as on the first 



ken into the tavern house. A man 
was appointed to see that wo had every 
thing v. e wanted. 'J hey despensed 
with their guards, and we were at lib- 
erty to go where we pleased, and re- 
turn when it suited us. These prift- 
were nut granted us at first, bu; 



son county with respect. We were of November, the weather was very 
boarded at a tavern, and soon were ta*f cold, more so than total, for tint sea- 
son of the year: nnd, in keeping this 
order of General Wilson's they had to 
leave their crops find houses, and to 
lise in tents and wagons in this i:*c'<> 
n-:ent season of the year. As for their 
Sockfl and herds, the mob had deliver- 
ed them from the trouhte of taking 
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care of them, or from the pain of see- 
ing them starve to death, by stealing 
them. An arrangement was made in 
which it was stipulated that a commit- 
tee of twelve, which had been previous- 
ly appointed, should have the privilege 
of going from Far West to Daviess 
county for the term of four weeks, for 
the purpose of conveying their crops 
from Daviess to Caldwelk The com- 
mittee were to wear white badges on 
their hats for their proteetoin 

But in a short time after this ar- 
rangement was made, Gen. Wilson 
withdrew with his army, and the mob 
rose up as soon as the army had gone, 
and forbid the Committee from coming 
•gairj into Daviess county under pain 
of death. By this the mob secured 
unto themselves several hundred thou- 
sand bushels of corn, besides large 
quantities of oats, and the saints were 
left to seek their bread and shelter 
where they could find it. 

We will now return to the prisoners 
m Jackson county. Shortly after our 
arrival in Jackson county, Colonel 
Sterling Price from the army of Gen. 
Clark, came with orders from Gen. 
Clark who was commander-in-chief of 
the expedition, to have us forwarded 
forthwith to Richmond. Accordingly, 
©n Thursday morning, November 8th, 
with three guards only, and they had 
been obtained with great difficulty, af- 
ter laboring all the previous day to get 
them. Between Independence and 
Roy's ferry, on the Missouri River, 
they all got drunk, and we got posses- 
sion of their arms and horses. It was 
late in the afternoon, near the setting 
of the sun. We travelled about half a 
mile after wo crossed the river, and 
put up for the night. The next morn- 
ing there came a number of men some 
of them armed, their threatenings and 
aavage appearance were such as to 
make us afraid to proceed without 
more guards, A messenger was there- 
fore despached to Richmond to obtain 
them. We started before their arrival, 
but had not gone far before we met 
Col. Price with a guard, if we recol- 
lect right of seventy four men. As to 
the number, however, we are not cer- 
tain: and were conducted by them to 
Richmond and put into an old vacant 
and a guard set. Sometime 



Clark came in and we were introduced 
to him. We enquired of him the rea* 
son why we had been thus carried 
from our homes and w hat were the 
charges against u*. He said that h© 
was not then able to determine, but 
would be in a short time, and with ve- 
ry Little more conversasion withdrew, 
Sonre short lime after he had with- 
drawn, CoL Price came in with two 
chains in his hands, and a number of 
padlocks. The two chains he fastened 
together. He had with him ten men 
armed, who stood at the time of these 
operations with a thumb upon the cock 
of their guns. They first nailed down 
the windows, then came and ordered 
a man by the name of John Fulkerson 
whom he had with him, to chain us 
together with chains and padlcks, be- 
ing seven in number. After that, ho 
searched us, examining our pockets to 
see if we had any arms; finding noth- 
ing but pocket knives, he look them 
and conveyed them off. 

GeneraF CiarK spent several days in 
searching the statutes of Missouri to 
find some authority to hold a Court 
Martial. (The troops said that he had 
promised when they left, that there 
were two or three that they should 
have the privilege of shooting before 
they rcHirned.) But he could find 
none, and after a fruitless search of a 
number of da}s he came again to see 
us and informed us that he wou;d turn 
us over to the civil authorities for trial, 
Accordingly* the trial commenced; 
Austin A King on the bench, and 
Thomas C. Birch, attorney. This 
was surely a new kind of Court: it 
was not an inquisition nor yet a crimi- 
nal court, but a compound botween. A 
looker on would be convinced that both 
the judge and attorney Vera not satis- 
fied that some or all of the prisoners 
had been guilty of some criminal act or 
acts, but on the contrary that their ob- 
ject was to try by all means in their 
power to get seme person to swear 
some criminal thing aginst us, through 
they were innocent. 

The first act of the court was to 
send cut a body of armed men, to ob- 
tain witnesses without any civil pro- 
cess whatever; and after witnesses 
were brought before !he court, they 
were sworn at bayonet point. Dr» 



tfe rough the MUrM *f that day, Gen J Sampson Avard was th* firet brought 
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before the Court. He had pieviously I r!ed to such a length that our lawyer* 



told Mr. Oliver Olney, that if he (01- 
ney) wished to save himself, ho must 
swear hard against the heads of the J 



ben. Doniphan and Amoi Rees, told 
us not to bring our witnesses there at 
all, for if we did there would not bs 



Church, as they were the ones, the one of them left for the final trial, for 
court wanted to criminate, and if he no sooner would Bo^art and his men 

Id 
mak- 



^ouit wtimcu iu cninmaie, ana ii ne n no sooner would liagart and his men 
could swear hard against them, they t know who they were, than they would 
would, that is neither court nor mob. put them out of the county; as to mak* 
disturb him. I intend to do it, said ing any impression on Kfrlg, if a CO* 



he, in order to. escape, for if I do not, 
they w\\l take my life. To aid him in 
this work, there was standing a bodv 
of armed men; a part of this armed 
body stood in the presence of ike court 
V> see that the witnesses swore right, 
and another part was scouring the 
county to drive out of it every witness 
that they could hear of, whose testimo- 
ny would be favorable to the defend- 
on ts. This course was kept up during 
the whole time of the court. If a wit- 
ness did not swear to please the court, 
he or she would be threatened to be 
cast into prison- They never pleased 
the Court when their testimony was 
favorable to the defendants. One in- 
stance is all the proof that need be 
f.dduced on this head* A man by the 
name of Allen was called on, he began 
to tell the story about Bogarfs burning 
houses in the south part of Caldwell, 
ho was kicked out of the house andj 
three men took after him with loaded 
guns, and he hardly escaped with his 
life. Every witness that the defend- 
ants had, (that these creatures knew 
of, and they made dilhgeut search to 
find all they could) were either arret- 
ted under pretention of some charge, 
or else driven oiF. When a witness 
did not swear to please the attorney. 
Birch he would order them to be ta- 
ken into custody and they were imme- 
, diately cast into prison and the next 
morning they would be brought forward 
and tried again. Such was the cousre 
the Court and their arm^d body pursu- 
ed during their sittings till tiiey got 
through; by such means they got men 
to swear for them, and to swear to 
most unhallowed falsehoods. It was 
indeed suborning witnesses to swear, 
to promise a man's life if he would 
swear, and death or imprisonment if 
he did not swear, and not only to swear, 
but swear to please them. 

This matter of driving away witnes- 
ses or casting them into prison or cbas- 



hort of angels were to come down and 
declare we were clear, Doniphan said 
it would all be the same, for he (Ming) 
had determined from the beginning ta 
cast us into prison; we never got ths 
privilege of introducing our witnesses 
at all; if we had we could have dts* 
proved all they swore, - 

Wo here must rather go back a lit- 
tle, for after Clark arrived at Far 
West, he arrested a great many per- 
sons, an account of which will be found 
Jin the memorial of the citizens of Far 
West, to the Legislature of Missouri. 
Their trials also went on at the samo 
time. One thing ia relation to Clark's 
proceeding, we forgot to mention—* 
we will insert it here. After he had 
arrived, some persons made applica* 
tion for a privilege to go and plunder 
houses for goods; this was readily 
granted, and under this authority, 
houses were plundered, locks broken, 
and property taken at pleasure; and 
all this without any civil process what- 
ever. m 4 

We will here give a spocimcn or 
two, of their swearing. We will first 
introduce William W. Phcips. This 
said Phelps was angry at one of As 
prisoners — George W. Robinson, ia 
consequence of a law- suit existing be- 
tween them. Phelps, we suppose, 
thought he had a fair opportunity now, 
to take vengence, in swearing against 
h!m; so ho swore that in Daviess coun- 
ty he saw George W. Robinson have 
a clock, in his arms, There had been 
a clock found in some hazel bushes, 
somewhere in the neighborhood of 
Far West. This clock, a man in Da- 
viess county, swore to be his; it was 
presented to Phelps, and Phelps swore 
positively that, that was the clock, he 
saw George W. Robinson have in Pa- 
viess county. Now the truth is, thai 
the clock which said Robinson had, 
belonged to another man; who had It 
at that time, and has it at this, if he 



ing them out of the county, was car- 8 has not sold it; and it is bow is 111 tans 
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This, Mr. Robinson could have pro-R 
ven if he could have introduced hie 
witnesses. For this, he was hound o- 
ver to appear nt the coumy Court, in 
the sum of one thousand dollars. A- 
nother, by the name of Job, whose 
mother hud gone to the house of Mr. 
\V;ght, and swore a featherbed which 
was in his house was hcr's: After 
she got away, she said she never had a 
bed since she lived in Daviess county; 
bnt she wanted one of 41 old Wight's" 
beds. Her son came to the court, to 
swear against Mr. Wight for stealing; 
and accordingly swore that his moth- 
ers bed was found in his house. The* 
question was asked, how he knew it 
was his mother's bed? He said he had 
filept upon it and he feit the stripes 
with his ft-et. His moth rs bed, had 
u striped tick, and the stripes went two 
ways, and he felt them with his feet, 
while lying in the bed. Me was then 
asked if there was not a sheet on the 
bed under him? lie said there was, 
but still he felt the stripes in the tide, 
through the sheet, so distinctly that he 
knew thai they went two wavs, and 
that it was his mother's bed, and that 
was the way they found out, his moth- 
er's bed was there. Mr. Wight prov- 
ed* fn Ihe mean time, that, that same 
bf-d had been "in his house for manv 
yeartt We give these as specimens 
of moil's swearing. We might multi- 
ply them to a great number, but it| 
would swell this narrative beyond the 
linfcits allowed it. Let so much suffice. 

The; rwirt at last closed, on the 29th 
of November, after a session of two 
weeks, and three da\ s, and during most 
of the time we were closely confined 
in chairs. At the close of the court, 
DOrd some few days before it closed, 
there were a considerable number of 
those who had been ai rested by C»en. 
Clark released. Out of that number 
was Amasa Lyman, Esq. who was 
one of the seven, who had been carried 
to Jackson county, and from tin nee to 
Bay; They were either all released, 
or admitted to bail, except Lyman 
Wight, Caleb Baldwin, Ilyrum Smith. 
Alexander McRay, Joseph Smith, Jr. 
nnd Sidney Rigdon; who were sent to 
Liberty; Cloy co. to jail, to stand their 
trial for treason and murder. The 
treason, for having whipped the mob 
cut of Daviess co. and taking their 



cannon from them; and tire murder, 
for the man killed in the Bogart battle. 
Also Parly P. Prtt, Morris Phelps, 
! Luman Gibbs, Darwin Chase, and Nor- 
man Shearer; who were put into Rich- 
mond jail, to stand their trial, for the 
same crimes. At this time the Lcgis- 
hture had commenced its session, and 
a Memorial was presented to the sen- 
ate and house of Reprcscn.ativcs, to 
obtain a committee to investigate the 
whole affair pertaining to the Gover- 
nors order, the operations of the mob, 
and the conduct and operations of the 
Militia, while at Far West. 

After much legislation, disputation, 
and controversy, and attgry speechify- 
ing; as the papers of Missouri, pub- 
lished at the ttme, abundantly testify, 
the petition and memorial, were laid 
on the table, until the July following; 
thus utterly refusing to grant the me- 
morialists, their re<;ue>t; thereby re- 
fusing to investigate the subject; and 
thus it stands until this d=n, uninvesti- 
gated by any legal authority. 

After we were? cast into prison, we 
heard nothing but threatening^, that if 
any Judge or Jury, or court of any 
kind, should clear atoy of us, that wc 
should never get out of the State alive. 
This soon determined our course; and 
that was, to escape out of their hands 
as soon as wc could; and by any means 
we could. Affcr \-e had been some 
length of time in prison, we demanded 

a writ of Habeas Corpus of Judge Turn- 
hum, one of the county Judges; which 
with some considerable reluctance, was 
granted. Great threaten in gs were made 
at this time by the mob, that if any of 
us were liberated we should never get 
out of the county alive. After the in- 
vestigation one of our number was re- 
leased from prison by the decision of 
the Judge; the remainder were com- 
mitted to jail. He also returned with 
them until a favorable opportunity of- 
fered which through the friendship of 
the Sheriff, Mr. Samuel Hadlcy, and 
the Jailor, Mr. Samuel Tillery, he was 
let out of the jail s. cretly, in the night, 
and bains* solemnly warned by them 
to be out of the state with as little de- 
lay as possible, he made his escape. — 
Being pursued by a body of armed 
men, it was through the direction of a 
kind providence that he escaped out of 
their hands nnd safety arrived in Quia- 



cv, Illinois This was in February, A. 
I). 1339. 

In tho May following, the remain- 
der that were in the Liberty Jail, were 
taken to Daviess county to be tried by 
a grand jury of the principal mobbers, 
in order to see if a bill of indictment, 
could be found as could be expected] 
from the characters of the jury. Pills 
were found, fhyy obtained a change 
of venue to Boon county, accordingly 
the Sheriff of Daviess county, with 
guards, started to take them from Da 
viessto Boon county. On their way 
after journeying a day or two, OM 
evening the guard got drunk Iboy left 
tbom, and also made their escape to 
Quincy, Illinois. 

Those that were in Ray County 
Jail wert brought to trial, but no bii! 
of indictment w is found against Dar- 
win Chase and Norman Shearer, and 
thev were re/eised and sent home. — 
A biil was foun I against Parley P. 
Pratt, Morris Phelps, and Luman Gibbs 
fur nvirJcr, and also n man by the 
name of King Follot for robbery. — 
They also obtained a change of venue 
to Boon co , and were carried thither 
and put into j.iil and there remained 

until tho fourth of July. At this time 
the town was all hilarity and mirth a1 
tho celebration. They also made a 
'lag and had it placed 
doors. In ihe evening 
lor brought in their supp 
od out at the d\>or: that 

Pratt, Morris Piudps ami KiugFol 

left; Lurnan Gibbs continued, the others 
Vf ift closely pursued and Follett was 
retaketl and carried back; but the other 
two effected their escape to tile state of 
Illinois. Soma time afterwards King 
Follett bad his trial and was acquitted. 



over the jail 
wiivn the Jai- 
?rs, they walk- 

is. Parle v P. 



all possible means in'thcir power ;"nia 
ny of them had no teams nor waggons. 
Having been robbed, yes completely 
robbed of all they had, great exertions 
j therefore had to be etude by those who 
'had means. Through great exertions 
and timely perse vera nee they succeed- 
ed in getting them eaftly into the State 
of Illinois, whore we aJI are now and 

where we have met with a kind recep. 

toy f* y y w t +i\l t A\fm T»%'- 

Public meetings were held in Qnincv; 
contributions raised to assist the sude'r- 
iogj and every exertion whidh human- 
ity dictated was made for our relief. — 
Bat still we are, as a people, poor and 
destitute. We have been robbed of 
our Ml and many of us are without hou- 
ses, living id tents and wagguns. In 
consequence of our exposure, we have 
suffered this summer much sickness 
and numbers have died, and our pros- 
pects forliie ensuing winter are gloomy. 
Hut gloomy as they are, still w : are 
not discouraged, a" large majority of 
'is are farmers, hut oar t-ams, as well 
as our ftocfcs and herds and all our 
farming materials vera taken from u«. 
Many who wnre indopei; 1 ^t, an now 
working by days works, to maintain 

their f :milics t numbers of th m old 

men, sixty years old and upwards. — 
Such is our true situation, nn-1 as such 
vre make our Appeal to th ; American 

Pe : >pie.^*^«r A ^Mna t 
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Lt. Col. Smith: — '". ^ > » 

I feel disposed to addresi 

— " v o — ~— j you a few lines in relation fo one of the 

Lumon Gibbs reroainsio prison uutn darkest events tfrtt ever Waek-ncd th« 



this diy, 26th October, 13=19. 

As to those that were left in th 
Counties of Caldwell and Daviess, they 
-were making all possible exertions to 
get away all winter, contrary to the 
stipulations of Gen. Clark and Lucas, 
granting them die privilege of staying 
tmtil spring. Bodies of armed men 
were riding through the town of Far 
West in the County of Caldwell, threat- 
ening death to them if they were not 
out in the month of February, and oth- 
erwise insulting them. They continu- 
ed however to exert themselves with 



| history of man in his most savage and 
barbarous state. The history of the 
Goths fnnd Vandals/ the cruel Arabs, 
or the Savage Indians, does not con- 
tain a parallel— tho heart sickens at 
(the thought, and turns from the con- 
fe notation of it with loathing and dis- 
gust. In the year of our Lord 1838, 
it is generally known, (for it came her- 
aided forth from the Grampion hills "of 
the Saints of light, was written by a 
celestial messenger on the altar of God, 
and reflected on the heavenly canopy, 
that all the world might tee,) L. \V. 



TIMES A^n 8SASONB. 



Boggs, Governor of Missouri, and 
Prince of midnight assassins and cow- 
ardly brigands, issued, IB the face of 
high heaven, exterminating order 
(which was ratified by the Legislature*) 
against the Mormon people residing 
Trithin his jurisdiction — directing his 
general officers, first to "drive them 



'and of boasted liberty — and simply be-> 
cause the Mormons wish, and aro de- 
termined, to exercise one of our great- 
est and most dear and sacred conslitu-. 
tional rights — the liberty of conscience 
— the inestimable privilege of worship- 
ing the God of heaven in the way that 
they believe to be pointed out! Should 



from the state;" second to "intercept they be given up into the handsof wick- 
their retreat;" and third to "exterinin- ed men and devils in order to enable 
ate them" with the weapons of war:} I hem to celebrate a kind of Auto-da-fe* 



by burning them to the stake, or butch- 
ering them in the shambles, at Jeffer- 
son city, to satiate Missouri's inordinate 
'.hirst for hiood? No. They will not 
be given up. Missouri has too long 
bathed her hands in crimson gore, and 
drank the blood of the innocent; she 
must now be checked in her wi!d and 
mad career — she has passed from I ho. 
palmy slate of her political glory to tho 
sear and vellow leaf — the civilized, 
world now turns from her with horror 
and ine(nb!e contempt — and, should it 
become necessary, (which- may God 
avert,) she mu6t be met — Missouri 
must be met, not only by the Mormon 
people, but by tho states — and all the, 
fricnJs of liber!? and equal rights, 
should gird on their armour, and. sware 
hv the evortivinc God that the s.word- 
shall nold' part from the thigh, aor tho 
buckler from the arm until the contest, 
is ended- "And shall not God avenge 
his o*.vn elect, though he bear long with 
them? 1 tell you he will avenge them 
speedily," and that by the strong arm of 
military power. 41 Why do the heath-, 
en rag.% and the people imagine a vain 
thing? The kings of the earth set 
themsehes, and tho rulers take coun- 
sel together, against the Lord, and a* 
gainst his Anointed, sav ing, lei us break 
their bands asunder, and cast away 
liieir cords from us. He that sitteth in 
the heavens shall laugh: the Lord sh&lV 
have thorn in dori&i >o." I tell you 
souri n\oh of ruthless brigands, or::God will avenge the wrongs of his peo^, 
driven from the st.it3— **and decbres ' pic. How accurately and felicitously 
thoin outlaws from the common family ! doss the Psalmist describe the situation 
of man: and now, in the year of our jjof the Siints of lig v it when in the hands 
Lord 15-10, two year* after, demands, !j of the marauding Missouri horde of 
this sclf-sime people, whom she his jj banditti when he says: "Plead my 
wantonly outraged, violated* outlawed, cause, O Lord, with them that strive* 
prejudged, and condemned, for the j! with me; fight against them that fight 
slaughter, charging them with burgia- J ogair.s. me. Take hold of shield and 
ry, treason, arson, and murder, four of: buckler, and stand up for mine help., 
the foulest crimes in the black cata- 1 Draw out also the spear, and stop tho- 
lo^ue of hellish deed*: and all this in a; way against them that pcrsecutu mo 



hut the Mormons threw their banners 
on the air, and under the pr oudest mot- 
to that ever blazed upon a warrior's 
shield — Sicut patnbus sit Pens nobis; 
As God was with our fathers, so may 
he be with us-r-ihe great Qod of battles 
led his people victors, to this land of 
peace and plenty-^the bebved Illinois 
— a state that has always shown one 
of the brightest Stars in the American 
Constellation — a precious glittering gem 
on the National Escutcheon, without 
spot or blemish — but no soonpr hadjj 
they began, to build up Nauvoo ft great] 
city and resting-place for the Saints 
scattered abroad, tfraa doe3 this same 
L.. Yv. Boggs, not having the fear cf 
God before his eyes, but toeing moved 
and instigated by his father, the devil, 
demand of his ExceUency,. Thomas 
Carlin, Gaverr.or of Illinois, tha-ta por- 
tion of this people shall bo given up to 
tho brigand authorities of Missojri. or 
Western Egypt, to be inhumanly 
butchered! Look at the brutal, heathen, 
picture! Missouri «vagc^ w -r o: ; the cn- 
tiro Mormon church — the church of 
Latter Day Saints — violates Lh-ir wo- 
men; shootr- down, and scrips, their in- 
nocent, defenceless, children; confis- 
cates their property, and throws it to 
the four winds of heaven — brings them 
from afffuence to beggery in a a hour; 
j'nd orders them, all exterminated, mur- 
dered, butchered, by an infuriated, sav- 
age, fiendish, diabolical, infernal, Mis-j, 
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»ay unto my soul, I am thy solvation. j|eousr.ess; and let them uot rejoice or;r 



Let them be confounded and put to 

shame that seek after mv soul: let 

them be turned buck and brought to 
confusion that devise my hurt. Let 
them be is chaff before the wind: and 
Ic:t the angel of the Lord chase them. 
Let their way be dark and slippery: 
and let the angel of the Lord persecute 
them. For without cause have they 
hid for me their net in a pit, which 
without cause ihey have digged for my 
soul. Let destruction come unon him 
nt unawares; and let his net that he 
"hath hid catch himself: into thr* verv 
destruction let him fall. And my soul 
shall be joyful in the Lord: it shall re- 
joice in his salvution. All my bones 
thai] say, Lord; who is like unto thee, 
Which dcliverest the poor from him that 
is too strong for him, yea. the poor and 
the needy from him that spoileth him1 
FaUc witness did rise up, they laid to 
my charge things that I knew not. — 
They rewarded me evil for good to the 
spoiling of my soul. But as for me, 
when they were sick, my clothing was 
sackcloth: I humbled my soul with 
fasting; and my prayer returned into 
mine own bosom. I behaved Myself 
os though he had been my friend or 
brother: 1 bowed down heavily, as one 
that mourneth for his mother. But in 
mine adversity ihey rc-joxed, and gath- 
ered thcmscives together: yen, the ab- 
jeets gathered themselves together a- 
gainst me, and I kn^w it nou they did 
tear me, and censed not: With hypo- 
critical mockers in feasts, they gnash- 
ed upon me with their teeth. Lord, 
how long wilt thou look on? Rescue 
my soul from their destructions, my 
darling from the hons. I will give thee 
thanks in the great congregation: I will 
praise thee Quioag much people. Let 
not them that arc mine enemies wrong- 
fully rejoice over me; neither let them 
wink the eve that hale me without a 
cause. For they speak 501 peace: but 
they devise deceitful matters against 
them that are quiet in the land. Yea, 
they opened their mouth wide against 
me; and said, Aha, aha, our eye ha th 
seen it- This thou hast seen, O Lord: 
keep not silence: O Lord, be not far 
from me. Stir up thyself, and awake 
to my judgment, even unto my cause, 
my God and my Lord. Judge mc, O 
Lord my Cry}, according to thy righl- 



me. Let them not say in their hearts. 

Ah, s'> would we have it: let them not 
say, We have swallowed hi ni up. Let 
them be ashamed and brouget to confu- 
sion together that rejoice at mine hurt: 
let them be clothed with shame and dis- 
honor that magnify themselves ugainst 
me. Let thern shout for joy, and bo 
ghuj, that favor my righteous cause: 
yea, let them say continually, let the 
Lord be magnified, which hath pleas- 
ure in the prosperity of his servant. — 
An;/ my tongue shall s|>eak of thy right, 
eousnessand of thy praise all the day 
long.'* 

Missouri has hewn down the inno- 
cent and defenceless, it is true, hut sho 
is entirely destitute of military knowl- 
edge or prowess. The Poet truly de- 
scribes her c'aizens when ho says — 

"Their pow'r to hurt,eac^ littlecrea- 
ture feels, 

Bulls aim their horns, and asses lift 

their heels;" 

but the blood of the slain is crying from 
the ground for condign vengeance, and 
should she continue to pursue her pres- 
ent murderous policy, the day of righ- 
teous retribution and t Tie avencrioaof 
blood v. ill not be |*^ocrast:riated~for 
her plains shall be bleached with the 
bones of the slain, and her rivers flow 
with blood, before another massacre 
will be sutTerod. More Anon. 

lours, Respectfully, 

JOAB, 
General in Israel. 



GOOD NEWS FROM ENGLAND. 

The following is an extract of a let- 
ter from Bhfoff W. Woodruff to his 
wife; dated, Manchester, iing!and,'Ju- 
iy 8th, 1S40. 

4i l urn enjoying the best of healthjand 
spirits, and Mi happy; and I never en- 
j-;y*td myself b ttor while in the vine- 
yard of the Lord, and could I behold 
.tie fice of my wile and children often, 
itwoa'd jrrently add to my joy and con- 
solation: but Knowing that we shall 
have our reward for all the sacrifices 
that we arc called to make in this life, 
for Christ' sake, and for all that wc do 
in his cause and vineyard; causes me 
to bs reconciled to his will. I wrote a 
'ctter toPres'c. J. Smith jr. in company 
with Bided G. A.. Smith, and T« Tur- 



To* 
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ley. June 27th, in which I gave him a 
brief account of my labors in the vine- 
yard. 

We have held two conferences of 
late, in the South oPEngland] where I 
have been laboring; the first was held 
at the Godfield Elm Chapel, in Wor- 
cestershire,^ England, JlIMj 14th. El- 
der W. Richards was with me, we had 
nn interesting time; we organized 12 
churches, and transacted much busi- 
ness; the other was held on the 21st of 
June, at Stanlx Hill, Herefordshire, 
England. Elder Richards and myself 
conducted the meeting, or conference 
with the help of God; and I never saw 
more business executed 'intone da v. 
than on this occasion. We organized 
20 churches, ordained 4 ciders, 7 
priests, and 4 teachers; baptized 10, 
confirmed 30, and b!essed20 children, 
besides a multitudes of other business, 
and broke bread to several hundred 

Saints, &c. The work had been so 
rapid, it was'impossiblc to ascertain the 
exact number belonging to each branch, 
but the whole number is 33 churches, 
534 members, 75 officers, viz: 10 El- 
ders, 52 priests, and 13 teachers, all of 
which had embraced the work fallen 
lime than four months in a new field 
whfeh 1 have opened'in Herefordshire, 
Worcestershire, and Glostershire, and 
the church now in that place numbers 
over GOO; and the work never in a 
more prosperous state in- that place, 
than at the present time. 1 have no 
doubt but what the churches in that 
place, will soon number 10C0 souls. — 
We have set all the churches in that 
region in order, with officers to preside 
over them: and they, are now baptiz- 
ing daily in that region: about 50 of 
those baptized, were preachers of the 
different orders: between 3 and 400 
of the above, I have baptized. So you 
seethe sacrifice which wcare culled to 
make, is not in vain. I feel very 
thankful to God, for the manner he has 
btesaed me in mv labors since 1 have 
been in England. 

\ also attended Conference at the 
Staffordshire Potteries, on my way to 
.Manchester, and had an interesting 
time. 1 arrived in Manchester on the 
first Jay of July, and 1 spent 3 days 
with the Twelve, and other friends, in 
writing, transacting business, visiting 
the Saints, preparing for the Confer- 
ence, and had a pleasant time* 



- On Sunday, the 5th of July, I me 1 
with the Saints, and a large congrega- 
tion of citizens, in the Joiner's Hall, in 
Manchester, for public worship. This 
Hall, the Saints have hired for their reg- 
ular place of meeting, they pay 100 
pounds (about $500) yearly; it will 
scat about 2000 souls: the rent is paid 
by contribution. There was about one- 
thousand persons present: 1 preached in 
the forenoon, and several testified in the 
afternoon, while we were communing 
with about 400 Saints: the power of 
God was upon the people. 

Monday, July 6lh, the quorum of the 
Twelve, and a general Conference of 
the church of Christ, of Latter Day 
Saints, in Europe, met at the above 
named place; and we had an interesting 
day: there were Elders present from 
almost every church in England, and 
Scotland; there was 40 churches rep- 
resented, containing 2,495 members, 59 
Elders, 122 Priest*, Gl Teachers, 13 
Deacons, making an increase of about 
824 members, 'J5 Eiders, 70 Priests, 
23 Teachers, and 5 Deacons, during 
the last three months; and 374 mem- 
bers, 9 Elders, 50 Priests, and 13 
Teachers of the above number, were 
added in the Herefordshire churches 
where I have been laboring. 

The foLindaUofi is now laid in such 
a manner in this country, and new 
doors opening u\ England, Scotland-, 
Ireland, and Wales, so that wc have ev- 
ery reason to expect a greater increase 
for three months to come, than has been 
in the three that are past. 1 pray God 
to roll on his work in mighty power in 
tins country, and in ali nations, and 
enable us to be humble in the midst of 
prosperity, and work righteousness with 
all d.ligenee, while the day lasts, and 
learn that it is the mercy, and work of 
God that giveih us souls as seals to our 
ministry. 

July 6th. 

The Elders are mostly leaving Man- 
chester to day for their missions abroad. 
Tta Twelve are all well, also Elders 
Hadlock, and Turley; bro. Clark has 
a little of the ague. Eider O Pratt was 
not at our conference, but preaching 
in the city of Edinburgh. Scotland, and 
has baptized 5. Elder Hadlock has es- 
tablished a preaching place in Glasgow, 
and baptized several. Elder Taylor 
has baptized 70 in Liverpool, but is 
intending to visit Ireland. Eldei Young 
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is expecting to remain in Manchetih r 
for a season, lo assist in printing the 
book of .Mormon. We have 3000 cop- 
ies of the Hymn book just out of press, 
which is a good selection. I on) going 
to visit tht; city of London in about 3 
weeks if the Lord will, in cuinp?inv 
with Elders Kimball, and G. A. Smith. 
Wo are determined lo lift the standard 
in that City, the Lord being our helper. 

1 remain as ever, 

Yours <J - c. 

\V\ WOODRUFF. 

We are requested to say to all thosj 
living in the United States, who have 
communication by mail, with the fol« 
lowing persons, vis: Brigham Young, 
IleberC. Kimball, P. P. Pratt, Will 
lard Richards, Wilford Woodruff and 
George A. Smith, to direct their let? 
ters, papers, and ail communications, 
to 1 i f .>, Oldham Road, Manchester* 
Kngiand. "And should letters be di- 
rected to any other friends who are in 
England, whose names are not given 
in the above list, they can be forward- 
ed lo them from Manchester." — En. 
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One more number closes the preseetj 
volume of the Tims and Seasons, and 
then, we shall have waded up thro. gh 
one jcar, with our little sheet under the 
most trying circumstances possible: 
the galiing yoke"of poverty on the one 
hand, and sickness and death and dis- 
appointment on the other but through 
the blessigs of a kind Providence we 
have waded up, although we com- 
menced without means, and without 
houses to shelter our tender families 
from the storm, or to provide for the 
wants of life. The causes of our pov- 
erty, we will not attempt to enumer- 
ate they will ha : ad in the great day 
of accounts, registered in the archives 

of heaven, in fell > of BOBSOff, a- 

sah&t th- State of *fe "*u faeroeot is 



mine ondl will repay saith the Lord," 
But under these circumstances, we 
have progressed until now and have 
received a liberal patronage, for which 
our patrons h ive our heart felt gratti* 

tude#yiSHl *\ -r^J **+ tfHf^t 

The progress of the kingdom is such 
at the present tiroes' that it is impossi- 
ble fur our little sheet, published but 
once a month to keep up with the gen- 
eral 00** that, w hich is of the deepest 
interest: inasmuch as the velocity of 
truth is so violently rapid, that its pnr- 
alel is not on record; atld trie prospect 
grows brighter, and brighter; and the 
demand for general information id con- 
tinually increasing: we have thought 

it wisdom to published the Times and 
Seasons Semi~mo:ithly* (twice a month,) 
and in order that our patrons may bo 
prepared, we give this timely notice, 
and that, the second vohune of Loo 
Times and Seasons w ill bo published 
Semi-monthly, at TWO DOLLARS 
per annum payable ia all cases in ad 
vanee. Any person prccaring, 13 
mho subscribers and forwarding us 
twenty dollars current moaey, shall re- 
ceive the eleventh volume gratis. No 
subscription w ill be received for a less 
term than six months, nad all letter* 
drcscd to the publishers must be POST 
PAID, or they will not be taken out of 
the office. * <fc '*K I** • ■ 

All those of our patrons, w ho wish 
heir papers to be continued will make 
remittances its soon as practicable, as 

■ e shall SMtrard to none except thoso 
ordered. ■ . if 



The (!ov. of Missouri, after a silence 
of about two vears, has 1 :,madc a 

demand on Gov. Carlin of Illinois, for 
h Simsb> jr. S. Rigdon, L. Wight, 
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P. P. Pratt, Caleb Baldwin, and Alan- 
son Brown, ns fugutives from justice. 
The demand, it seems, has been com- 
plied with by Gov. Carlin, and an or- 
der issued far their apprehension: ac- 
cordingly our place has recently re- 
ceived a visit from the Sheriff for these 
men; but, through the tender mercies 
of a kind Providence, who by his pow- 
er has sustained, and once delivered 
them from the hands of the blood-thirs- 
ty and savage race of beings in the 
shape of men that tread Missouri's 
•delightful soil; they were not to bo 
found; as the Lord would have it. thev 
were gone from home, and the Sheriff 
relurned, of course, without them. 

These men do not feel disposed to 
again try the solemn realities of mob 
law in that state; and a free and en- 
lightened republic should respond 
against it, for Missouri has no claim on 
them, but they have claim on Missouri. 
What right have they to demand of Gov. 
Carlin, as fugatives from justice, men 
figainst whom no process had ever 
been found in that shite. No not so 
much as the form of a process. They 
were token by a mob militia, and 
drnged from every thing that was dear 
and sacred, and tried (without their 
knowledge) by a court martial, con- 
demned to be shot, but failing in this, 
they were forced into confinement, 
galled with chains, deprived of the com- 
forts of life, and even that which was 
necessary to save life, then brought to 
o pretended trial, without having a le- 
gal process served, and then deprived 
of the privilege of defence. They 
were taken by a mob tried, condemcd. 
and imprisoned by the same; and this 
Missouri cannot deny. What a beautiful 
picture Gov. Boggs has presented to the' 
world; after driving 12,000 inhabitants' 
from their homes, forcing them to leave 
the state under the pain of extermina- 
tion and confiscating their property, 
and murdering innocent men, women, 
and children, then, because that a few 
made their escape from his murdering 
hand, and have found protection in a 
land of equal rights so that his plans 
end designs have all been unfruitful, to 
that extent that ho has caused Mor- 
monifm to spread with double vigor; 
he now has the presumption to demand 
them bftck in order that his thirst for 



lie has no business with them, they 
have not escaped from justice, but 
from the hands of a cursed, infuriated 
inhuman, set, or race, of beings who 
are enemies to their country, to their 
God, to themselves and to every prin- 
ciple of righteousness and humanity.— 
They loath christunity and dispise the 
people of God, they war against truth 
and inherit lies; viitue they tread un- 
der their feet, while vice with her ten 
thousand ofisprings is their welcome 
associate, therefore, men on whom 
Missouri has no claim she cannot no 
she never shall have. 



An address. delivered at the funeral of 
Joseph Smith Sen. late Patriarch of 
the church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints, by R. B. Thompson, 
September 15th, 1310. 

The occasion which has brought ua 
together this day, is one of no ordinary 
importance, for not only has a single 
family to mourn and sorrow on accout 
of the death of the individual, whoso 
funeral obsequies, we this day cele- 
brate; but a whole society; yes, thou- 
sands will this day have to say, a Fa- 
ther in Israel is gone. The man 
whom we have been accustomed to look 
up to as a Patriarch, a Father and a 
Counsellor, is no more an inhabitant of 
mortality; he has d roped his clay ten- 
ement, bid adieu to terrestrial scenes, 
and his spirit now free and unincum- 
bered, roams, and expatiates in that 
world, where the spirits of just men 
made perfect dwell, and where pain 
and sickness, tribulation and death can- 
not come. 

The friends we have lost prior to our 
late venerable, and lamented father, 
were such as rendered life sweet, and 
in whose society we took great pleas- 
ure, and who shed a lustre in the sev- 
eral walks of life in which they moved, 
and to whom we feel endeared by 
friendship's sacrc J ties: Their virtues 
and kindnesses will long be remember- 
ed by the sorrowing widow, the discon- 
solate husband, the weeping children, 
the almost distracted and heart broken 
parent, and by a large circle of ac- 
quaintances and friends. These liko 
jthe stars in yonder firmament, shono 



Bin their several spheres, and filled that 

mnocent b!ood mny yet be saiittcd.— \ station in irhich they had been t*\ki 



by the providence of God; with honor 
to themselves and to the church: and 
we feel to mingle our tears with their 
surviving relatives- But on this occa- 
sion, we realize that we have suffered 
more than an ordinary bereavement, 
and consequently we feel the more in- 
terested. If ever there was a man who 
had claims on the affections of commu- 
nity; it was our beloved, but now de- 
ceased pUriarch — If ever there was 
an event calculated to raise the feel- 
ings of sorrow in the human breast and 

cause us to drop the sympathetic tear? 
it certainly is the present; for truly we 
can say with the King of Israel, M A 
Prince and a great man has fallen in 
Israel." A man endeared to us by 
every feeling calculated ta entwine 
around, and adhere to the human heart, 
by almost indisoluble bonds. A man 
faithful to his God and to the church 
in every situation, and under all cir- 
cumstances through which he was call- 
ed to pass. Whither in prosperity. 
Surrounded by the comforts of life, a 
smiling progeny, and all the enjoy n 
moots of the domestic circle; or, when 
called upon, like the Patriarchs of old, 
to leave the land of his nativity, to 
journey in strange lands, and become 
subject to all the trials and persecutions 
which have been heaped upon the 
Saints with a liberal hand, by charac- 
ters destitute of every principle of .mor- 
ality or religion, alike regardless of the 
tender offspring, and the aged sire 
whose silvery locks, and furrowed 
cheeks ought to have been a sufficient 
shield from their cruelty: But like the 
apostle Paul he could exclaim, (and his 
life and conduct have fully borne out 
the sentiment.) "N^ie of these things 
„ move me, neither count 1 my life dear, 
bo that 1 may finish my course with 
joy." The principles of the gospel 
wero too well established in that breast, 
nnd had got too sure a footing there, 
ever to be torn down, or prostrated by 
the fierce winds of persecution, the 
blasts of poverty, or the swolen waves 
of distres and tribulation. No, thank 
God, his house was built upon a rock. 
consequently it stood amid the contend- 
ing elements, firm ar*d unshaken. 

The life of our departed Father has 
indeed been an eventful one, having to 
take a conspicuous pirt in the great jj" 
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by the ancient prophets, who ones 
dwelt on this continent, as the Father 
of him, whom the Lord had promised 
to raise up in the last days; to lead his 
people Israel; and by a uniform, con- 
s;stant ? and virtuous course, for a long 
series of years, he has proved himselC 
worthy of such a Son, and such a fami- 
ily, by whom he had the happiness of 
being surrounded Ufcfess dying moments; 
most of whom had the satisfaction of 
receiving his dying benediction. 

He was already in the wane of life, 
when the light of truth broke in upon 
the world, and with pleasure he hailed 
its benign and enlightening ravs, and 
Was cbosea by the Almighty to be one 
of the witnesses to the book of Mormon. 
From that time his only aim was the 
promotion of truth, his soul was taken 
up with the things of the kingdom, his 
bowels yearned over the children of 
raen; and it was "more than his meat 
and drink to do the will of his Father 
which was in heaven. 

liy unceasing industry, of himself 
:inJ family, he had secured a home in 
the state of New York, where he, no 
doubt expected* with every honest and 
industrious citizen, to enjoy the bless- 
ings of peace and liberty. But when 
the principles of truth were introduced, 
and the gospel of Jesus Christ was pro- 
mulgated by himself and family, friends 
forsook, enemies raged, and persecu- 
tion was resorted to by wicked and un- 
godly men, insomuch so, that he was 
obliged to flee from that place and seek 
a home in a more hospitable land. 

In Ohio, he met with many kind and 
generous frieuds, and was kindly wel- 
comed by the Saints; many oftrhotQ 
continue to this day, and can call to 
mind the various scenes which there 
I transpired; many of which wero of such 
a nature, not to be easily obliterated. 

While the house of the Lord was 
building, he took great interest in its 
erection, and daily watched its pro- 
gress, and had the pleasure of taking 
a part at the opening, uud seeing it 
Crowded by hundreds of pious worship- 
ers. As the King of Israel longed for 
and desired to see the completion of the 
house of the Lord, so did he; and with 
him he could exclaim, 4 *0 Lord, 1 love the 
habitation of thine house, and the place 
.vhere tfaiiiu honor d'rrlictfu* To dwell 



work of the last days; being designated! the house of the Lord, MM to 
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quire in his Temple, was his daily de- 
light; and in it he enjoyed many bles- 
sings, and spent many hours in sweet 

communion with his heavenly Father. 

He has trod its secret allcy^,so!it;iry ', 
nnd alone from mankind, Ion£ before) 
the K i D Z of d:iv Ins -:uilded the eastern ! 
horizon; and ho has uttered his asper- 
nttoos within its walls, when natures 
has been asleep. In ils holy enclosures 
have the visions of heaven been opened 

■ 

to bis mind, and his soul has foisted on 
the riches 6f eternity; and there, un- 



There, from tbn fertile soil and flowery 
meads, ^vhi?h wfeil repaid the labor of 
the husbandman, and poured forth 
abundance fw the support of the num- 
erous h is which decked those lovely, 
and wide sprcid prairies, he hoped to 
enjrjv uninterrupted, the comforts of 
dom •: tic life But he had not long indul- 
ged those pleasing anticipations, before 
the delightful j<r) ;m -: nsnin vanished; 
the cup of bl rssinc w lich he began a- 

gain to enjoy, 

aged lips; and the 



was 



sthed from his 
of sorrow filled 



der his teaching* have ilws meek o nd jl to overflowing was givea him instead; 
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bumble been instructed, while the wid- 
ow nnd the orphan have received his 
Patriarchal blessing. 

There he saw the work spreading 
far and wide,— -saw the elders of Israel 
go forth unJer his blessing, bore them 
up by the prayer of faith, nnd hailed 
them welcome when they again return- 
ed bringing their sheaves with them. — 
There with his aged partner, he spent 
many happy days, in the bosom of his 
family, whom he loved with all the 
tenderness of parental affection. Here. 
J might enlarge and expatiate on the 
Scenes of joy, nnd scenes of gladness" 
which were enjoyed by 0:1 r befoved 
Patriarch, but snail p*i#J on to an even: 
which was truly painful and trying. — 
The delightful scene soon vanished. th:- 
calm was succeeded by a storm, and 
the frail bark was driven by the tem- 
pest and forming ocean, for many vr\& 
It ul once been proud to acknowledge him 
a Father and friend, and who sought 
council at his hands, joined with the 
enemies of truth, and sought his de 
struetion; and would have rejoiced to 
see his aged and venerable form im- 
mured in a dungeon: but thank Clod, 
this they were not suffered to do; he 
providentially made his escape, and 1 

after evading his enemies for some time, 
he undertook, and accomplished a jour- 
ney of a thousand miles, and bore up 
under the fatitfuc and Buffering neces- 
sarily attendant on such a journey, 
with patient resignation. After a jour- 
ney of several weeks, he arrived iu 
safety at Par West, in the bosom of the 
church, nnd was eordialy welcomed by 
the Saints; who hud found an assy! urn 
in the rich and fertile county of Cald- 
well. There he in common with the 
rest of the Saints hoped to enjoy, the 
privileges and blessings of peace — 



Jan J surely he drank 1 to the very 
dregs:' for, not only did he see the 
Saints in bondage, treated with cruel- 
ty, and SOTna of them murdered; but 
the kind and affectionate parent, saw; 
and ah! how painful was the sight, two 
of his Sons, to whom he looked up to 
for protection, torn awny from their do- 
mestic circles, from their weeping and 
distracted families, by monsters in the 
shape of men, who swore and threaten- 
ed to kill thorn, and who h id every dis- 
position to ombre w their hands in their 
blond. This circumstance was too 
much for his agitated, and now sinking 
frame to bear up under; and although 
his ctonfidehce in his God was great, 
and his conduct was that of a chris- 
tian and a saint; yet he felt like a man 
and a parent. At that time his const i- 
utton received a shock from which it 
never recovered. Ah! yes, there were 
feelings agitaicd in the bosom ofouir d> 
sccased friend at that time, ot no Ordi- 
nary kind, feelings of painful anxiety 
and emotion, too great for his earthly 
tabernacle to contain without suffering 
1 great and a sensible injury; and 
which from thai time began to manifest 

itself. ' ^MwB^^ i ^ tl ^ 
- It would be unnecessary to trace him 

and his aged pi riser, (who shared in 

ail his sorrows and affections,) from 

.such a scene, as many of the Saints are 

knowing to the privations and sutler- 

o ft 

ings, which tisev in common with the 
church, Suffered while moving from 
I that land of oppression; saffice it to snv 

he arrived in safety in Illinois, broken 
down in constitution, and in health, and 
since then he has labored under severe 
affliction and pain, while disease has 
been slowly, but surely undermining 
his system. 

Whenever he had a short respite 
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from pain, he felt a pleasure in attend- 
ing to his Patriarchal duties, and with 
cheerfulness I13 performed them; and 
frequently his labors have been more 
than his strength would admit of; hut 
h iving great zt;ul for the cause of truth, 
lie felt willing to bj spent i:i the ser- 
vice of his God. 

For some time past lie has been con- 
fined to his bed, and the time of his d •• 

pariurc wag near ut h And* On Satur- 
day evening hst, an eruption of a 
bloodvessel took place, when he vo n 
ited a large portion of blood. His f in> 
i!y were summoned to his bed side, it 
being now evident that lie coi'ld no: 
long survive. On Sunday ho called 
his children and srand children a round 
him, and !;!;e iho uu\:Wii Patriftfch 

gave t Hem his ftoat benediction. A'-iL?ivss; and he liad the satisfaction of 
though his strength was txr gone, andjfneboldmg thousand* on this Continent, 

I rejoicing in its truths, and be ml the 
trlorioua tidings, thai other lands wore 



profit by the s am?, and strive to ren- 
der themselves worthy of such a Sire, 
and that the whole church will copy 
his examples, walk in UU footsteps and 
emulate his faith, and virtu on notions, 

and commend themselve to his GoJ 

and to their God. 

Notwithstanding his enemies freq;:ea:- 
|!y "shut at h'm, yet his box abode rn 
| its strength, and the arms of his hands 
wfcre made strong bv f thd bands of 
mighty trod of Jacob; 99 and hiscoar* 
age anl resolution never forsook bixnJ 
i lis anxiety for the spread of truth was 
•^reat, and he lived Ij s j? jrreat and im- 
portent tilings accomplished. He saw 
ih? commencement of \\vs \vor!c. small 
asa mustard seed, and with attention 
and deep interest hg watched its pro- 



be was obliged to rest at interval, yet 
his mind was clear, perfectly collected, 
and calm as the gentle zephyrs. Th ■ 
love of God was m his heart, the peace 
of God rested upon him, and bis soul 
was full of compaasioi and blessing — 
Ail the circumstances connected with 

his death, were calculated to letd the 

mind back to the time, whfen ah Abra- 
ham, an Isaac, and a Jacob bid adieu 

to mortality, and eatefad into rest- — 

His death like theirs was sweet, and it 
certainly was a privilege indeed, to 
witness such a scene: and I was forci- 
bly reminded of the sentiment of the fhoM of his enemies stall bj blurted 



becoming he;rs to its richest blessings. 

k i 

Under these cif;:umii i acres li ; c>a!d 
[exclaim, like pious S.m^oa of old "LorJ, 
[now Ioite.it tlkou thy servant depart in 
peace for miie eyes have s-M-nthy sal- 
tattoo* 1 *? . ns J w ^* • ; u 

AUhoMi'i his spirit Ins tikon its 
flight, a ad his remain; v.\!i s^r.i rn:a;;l*i 
with then' mother carta, yot his arxn )- 
ry will Ions be cherished bv all wtv) 
had the pleasure of his acquaintance, 
and will bj fresh and h'.>>.rii,;vz, whoa 



Poet, 

"The chamber where the good man 
meets his fate. 

Is privileged beyond the common 
walk of virtuous life." 
There were no reflections of amispent 
life — no fearful forebodings of a gloom v 
nature in relation to the future, the 
realities of eternity were dawning, the 
shades of time were lowring; but there 
was notiiing to terrify, to alarm, or 
disturb his mind, no, the principles of 
the gospel, which ''bring life and im- 
mortality to light," nobly triumphed in 
nature's final hour- Those principles 

so long taught and cherished by our la- 
mented friend, were honorbly main- 
tained to the last; which is not only a 
consolation to the immediate relatives: 
but to the church at large. 

The instructions imparted by him. 
will long be remembered by his numer- 
ous progeny, who will undoubtedly 



out from unJ w heaven. 

May vv.j, beloved friend*, who sur- 
vive our venerable Patriarch, study to 
prosecute those thi ags, which ware so 
dear to bit Bgftd heart, and pray tint a 
double oorrioa of his soirit miy be i> > 
stowed on us, that miy ba tho 
humble instruments ii aiding the con- 
sumption of the area: work, which ho 
saw so happily began; that when wa 
have to stand b 'fore tha bir of Chriist, 
we may with our d.*pirteJ Irion J, bear 
the welcome applaudit, * Comi :ip hith- 
er ye bless-d of my Father, inherit th? 
kingdom prepared for yoi train tlia 
found itioQ of the world. " — .\nien. 



T0 TH2 SAllfPS AB30AD. 
Bwdovcd brethren*— 

As many of yoy are 
anxious to settle with ih i Stints, we 
thought best to give you a short tto* 
scrip!ioo of flita County, and the in- 
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ducements which it offers to emigrants. I the prayer of your brethren, in th<* 



thi3 county (Lee county I. T.) is situ- 
ated between the rivers, Desmoincs and 
Mississippi, and opposite Hancock co. 
IfL There is a town called Nashville, 
laid out on the Rtp'ds of the Mississip- 
pi river, 5 miles below Nauvoo, which 
is in the possession of the Saints; a 
number of Buildings are already built, 



new and everlasting covenant 

JOHN SMITH, Prs't. 
G::orj2 W. Gee, Clerk. 



MEDICAL CONVENTION 
OF ILLINOIS. 
To the Medical Profession of Illinois. 
At a meeting of a number of tho 
and others in progress: It is i!ie only j 1 Physicians an J Surgeons of the State 
good Sleam Boat landing on the Rap- of Illinois, convened in Springfield, on 

the Ml of June, 1940, for the purpose 



id3, and during a considerable part of 
the year the Boats on the upper trade 
receive thoir freight and passengers at 
tins place, which is brought from the 
foot of tho Rapids, in Lighters* 

These Rapids afford facilities for hy- 
draulic purposes to any extent neces- 
sary; besides thero are numerous 
creeks in this county on which, Ma- 
chinery and M-mufnctorics can be sup- 
lied with a sufficient quantity of wa- 
ter at all seasons of the year: and for 
. ehnwi of soil, health of climate, mo.'-j 
nlily, enterprise, und iodofcWv ot n 



of making preliminary arrangements 
for the organization of a State Medical 
Society, the undersigned were appoints 
ed a committee of correspondence, and, 
as such, directed to address you on that 
subject. It was proposed that the med- 
ical men of the State of Illinois, should 
assemble in Convention, at Springfield, 
on thd first Monday of December next, 
and then and there proceed to the com- 
J pletc organization of the Illinois State 
Medical Society — the Convention to be 
composed of one or more delegates 



and we nocv call upon you to co oper- 
ate with us in the consummation of so. 



inhabitants; this county is not surpass- ^ rom e j lc ^ 

edhyany in the great vaiey of tho- propositi* wtf uoaoimoasly adopted; 
Mississippi. The prairies here have a 
deep rich soil, and ure bordered with 
beautiful streams and rivulets, supplied desirable a result. Hitherto we have 
wiih lar C e quantities of excellent rim- been like a vessel cast upon a boistcr-. 
her. SJverai hundred of the Saints j ous oceau » without compass or helm; 
have settled in this countv, and Organ* we have acted *>tkary and alone, with-, 
ized themselves into five different out harmony or concert; but when we 
branches of the chnrch and a!I under see of our fellow citizens and 

the superintendence of a President, * 0 **y friends, annually sacrificed by 
Bishop and High council. Large tracts !j' lie ©Wpiricd prescriptions of oharlctun 
of excellent land can bo purchased on 
very liberal terms in almost all parts 
ef the county; but in Nashville and 
vicinity, the greatest facilities arc now 
offered: Town lo/s. as well as farming 
lands adjacent to the town can be pur- 
chased on very liberal terms, also a 
very large stone building designed as a 
place of public worship; and a Semina- 
ry of learning is in contemplation. 



Thcro is a Ferry on the Mississppi 
at this place and those emigrating to 
this part of the country, will Bod ft 
lllpst convenient to cross here: and to 
this place we invite our brethren and 
friends, by the unanimous vote of this 
branch of the church, of Jesus Christ 
of Latter Day Saints, convened at 
Nashville this 23d day of August 1819. 



practitioners, on the altars of igno- 
rance, erected within the very temple 
of /Esculapius, by rude and unskilful 
hands, is it not time for us to act? — 
We think so: not however, by declar- 
ing wrr against mountebanks and un- 
educated pretenders to the art of heal- 
ing within our borders; but by digest- 
ling a plan that shall be calculated in 
• its legitimate operations to benefit tho 
peop'e, instruct the unlearned, improvo 
| ourselves, mod elevate the entire pro- 
fession above all mercenary considera-. 
tions to a station of superior mental v 
moral and medical excellence. Al- 
ready do our forests groan under tho 
axeman's hand, and our prairies su arm 
with a busy, free and enterprising pop- 
ulation; in Agriculture and Commerce, 
w« are rabidly approximating to the 



And that you may be preserved spot- H level of the oldest States: our citizens 
less to the coming of the Lord Jesus, is fearo rearing Colleges and Universities 
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for mental culture; our Divines and? 
Lawyers have already nttaineJ a high 
rank and an elevated standing; and, 
■nail medicine be wholly neglected? Is 
lata of more consequence than medicine 



J — — — » • . ■ • , v * ivi — — ~ ' - uwititij 

or property more vaiuabie than life? l!" cnt Companies: 



Cisculae Letter. 
Quarter Master General's Office, 
Nauvoo, Illinois, Oct. 2nd, 1940. 
To the Commandants of lode] end- 



not, let us not be behind our sister 
States in our efforts to improve our pro- 
fession, and place it on a level with 
that of law. We ask not the protection 
of legal power, nor do we require the 
strong arm of legislative enactment to 
iustaio us. We place ourselves before 
the public on our true merits, having a 
strong and abiding confidence in the, 
wisdom of the people. All we require! 
is a concerted effort, to enable us lodif-| 
fuse true and useful medical know!-! 
edge— and this we ask. It is due to 
the profession and to humanity, now, 
and in all lime to come. We hope 
then to see a general atttipdaaoe on 
tho dnv proposed. 

J- G BENNETT, of Nauvoo. 

a V. DYER, of Chicago. 

A. W. BO WEN, of Juliet. 

M. HELM, of Springfield. 

E. H. HERRYMAN, do 

F. A. McNEIL, do 
J. TODD, do 
W. S. WALLACE, do 
D. TURNEY, of Fairfield. 

€. F. HUGHES, of Rochester. 

L S. BERRY, of Vandalia. 

B. II. HART, of Alton. 

Quamr-Master-Gen-ral'.s OiUce, 
Nauvoo, Illinois, Sept. 25, 1940. 
The Editorial Corps of the State ot 
Illinois, friendly to the medical pro- 
fession, the advancement of science, 
or the diffusion of true medical lore, 
are respectfully requested to publish, 
the above notice in thnr respective 
journals — the invitation is not confined 
to a mere delegation, or the elite of the 
profession, but is extended to the entire 
Corps Mciicah of Illinois; and it is 
sincerely hoped that there will bo a 
great gathering of the Faculty, at the 
time and place above mentioned. 

J. C. BENNETT, 

Secretary to the above meeting. 



,1 



On the 2Gth ultimo, in obe- 
dience to the commands of our worthy- 
Governor, I made the designation, and 
requisition, on tho Ordnance Detri- 
ment, at Washington, for tho pubi - 
arms due this State, from the Genera! 
Government, for the years, 183% '29, 
and MO, directing that said arms bo 
consigned to the care of the Warden 
of the Penitcnti iry, at Alton, subject 
to my orders— but the vouchers io my 
possession being insufficient to author- 
ise me to proceed to their distiibution, 
when received, (with the exception >f 
those appertaining to the Companies a! 
; Quinsy, Chicago, Juliet, and Nauvoo, 
which will soon be supplied,) you sro 
hereby directed to procure from His 
Excellency, Thomas Cariin, Com- 
mander-in-Chirf, to this Department, 

special official orders, in relation to 
your respective commands, which v, . 
be CUed in order of date, until the entirn 
distribution is consummated, — ycu will, 
therefore, please to take notice and 
govern yourselves accordingly, with- 
out further delay. Editors of News 
papers in this State are respectfully re- 
quested to publish the foregoing for the 

information and benefit of the Inde- 
pendent Corps Mi/iicireof Illinois. 

J- C. BENNETT* 

Quarter Master General oflllinois. 
Hyzncaaial. 



MARRIED— In this place, Aug. 
22nd by elder Neuman J. Blodgct, Mr. 
Jesse P. Reed, to Miss, Mary Uurk. 

On the 13th of July, by elder H. 

W. Miller, Mr. A I worthy Leach to 

Miss. Rcbeca Wilcox bolli cf Adam 
co. III. 

OMtwftrr. 



NO TICE. 

A new Post Office has been estab- 
lished at Ambrosia, Lee county, Iowa 
Territory, and Georg* W. Gee ap- 
pointed Tost Master. 



DIED — In this place, July 29, 1840. 
Mary Hawkins, in the 27th year of 
her a#e. 

In this place, Aug. 22nd, Nancy 

R. Thompson, aged 40 years, and 5 
months. 

In this place, on lac 19th Inst 

John F. Thomson, aged 11 years and 
4 days. 
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In this piaei 



Aug. 



10th Lcut. 

Col. Seymour Brunson, aged 40 years, 

10 months and 23 days- Col. Bran- 
son, was one among the first ciders; be 
has always been a lively stone in the 
building of God: he was much respec- 
ted by his friends and acquaintances; 
he died in the triumphs of faith, and in 
his dying moments he bore testimony 
to the gospel he had embraced by which 
'•life and immortality wasbru'tfo light. " 
On Crooked Creak, near Fountain- 
preen, of Nervous Fever on the 18th 
Inst Sister Anna P. Johnson, Consort 
of elder Joel H. Johnson, pged 40 
years, one month, and four days. — 
Sister Johnson embraced the gospel in 
May 1881* at Amherst Ohio, and has 
ever manifested a a unshaken confi- 
dence ia the same, both by word and 
deed. She was a kind and attentive 
companion, and a tender and ofiection- 
ate mother* She died rejoicing in the 
hope of a glorious resurrection among 
the jutt. 

In this place, Aug. 20t!i Widow 

Sarah Becman, aged G5 years, 2 
months and lii davs. Sister Deaman 
embraced the gospel in N. Y. near 
where the work commenced, and was 
in affluent circumstances, surrounded 
with this worlds goods, but she has al- 
ways manifested a zeal for righteous 
ness which is worthy of imitation; and 
always wiiling to suffer for the sake ol 
the guspei. She lived respected, and 
died lamented. 

In this place, on the 2nd day o! 

August Inst, Tubulin Talks, consort 
of Lewis Talle, aged 35 years. 
On the 17 of Juiv in Lee county 



* i 



lawa Territory Sarah Km ma Wood- 
ruff aged i2 years and 3 days. 
Thus the iron hand of death, 
Laid heavy on T a:id stopped the breath, 
Of one who lived but to beguile, ^ 
Our lonely moments, with a smile. 
Beloved she lived, beloved she died. 
Her fathers joy and mothers pride — 
Beloved by all who did her see, < 
Yea, and more beloved by me. 
There was no be!! for to toil* 
But many a briny tear did fall — 
With anxious looks our hearts did tell, 
■ Little Sarah, dear, farewell! 
Ye, little Sarah, lovely one. [come — 
Sleep on, sleep on, till Christ shall 
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A HISTOJJT* OF THE 
PERSECUTION, Or THE CBUHGH 
OF JESUS CftRlST, OF LAT- 
TER DAY SAINTS IN 
MISSOURI. 



dered their arms, and themselves pris 
on ers of war: 

"Gentlemen — You whose names arc 



son or of putting in crops; for the twi- 
nricu* you da. the eitusenS will tc up n 
you. I mn determined lo sec the G^y- 

not 
not 
dona 

xny more — but if I hnvc to come again, 




The following address, was delivered because the treaty which von bare rhhda 
at Far West, by Maj. Gjn. Clark, to here shall be broken, you n-ed no: ex- 
the Mormons, after they had surren- pect any mercy, but "extermination - 



tor I am determined the Governor's or- 
der shall be executed. As fur your 

-- leaders, do not once think — do not im» 

not attached to this list of names wiHljagine for a moment — do not let it enter 
now have the privilege of ^olng to] your mind, that they v^ll be delivered, 
your fields to obtain oora for your or that yoo will see theit f ires again,. 

families, wood, &c. Those flnt are for th^ir fate is fixed, their die :s cast 

now taken, will go from thence to prfs- I their doom is sealed, 
on; be tried, and receive the due do- J 1 am sorry, eentlemen, tosrc so *reat 



merit of their crim rs — but you are now 
at liberty, all bu ■ . : as charges may 
be hereafter preferred against. It now 
devolves upon you lo fulfil thy treaty 
that you have entered into, the lead in ji 
items of which 1 now Jav hufore vou- 



a number of apparently intelligent men 
found in the situation n-t yo*t are; — 
and, oh! that 1 could invoke the spirit 
of the unknown God to rest upon y&ci^ 
^nd deliver you from that awful ehftui 
~ - ..of superstition, and liberate yoa from 

i he first of thirst: yon have already f those fetters of fanaticism with which 
complied with, which is, that ydu dediv-jyon arc bound. I would advise you to 



7 J vv * t 

er up your leading men to lo tried ac-l 
cording to law, ixx :. \ s lh you de- 
liver up yonr army — n.is ha? been at- 
tended to. The third ia. (hat you sign 
over your properties to d ly the ex- 
penses of the war — Ihls you "have also 
done. Another i hi vet remains for 



er your feelings concerning thisafloir 
whatever your innocence, it is nothing 
to me. Gcu. Lucas, who is equal in 
authority with me, has made this trea. 
ty with you. I am determined to see 
it executed. The orders of the Gover- 
nor lo me, were, that you should be 
exterminated, and not allowed to cofitin* 
ue in the State, and had your Wader not 
been given up -:.ud (ho treaty complied 
with before tl : s, you ;»r.d your families 
would have been destroyed, and your 
houses in ashes. 

There is a discretionary power vest- 



scatter abroad and never again organ 
\zh with Bishops, President, &c, lost 

you excite the jealousies of the paopfe, 
Jand subject yonrselves to the Siine ca- 
lamities that have now come upon you, 
\ou have always been the aggreexort; — 
you have brought upon yoursciva these 



you .to comply with, that is, that you [difficulties by being disaffected, and cbt 

leave the State forthwith, and whntev- being subject to rule— and my advice it* 
r..«i t m . j. ecome as ol ^ (;r Cll i2ens, lest 

by a iecurrence of these events you 
bring upon yourselves irretrievable 
ruin. 



[co::cr.tr>::n.] 



COMMUNICATIONS, 



TO THE SAINTS SCATTERED 
i A B ROAD. 

( Eeloyes B IETH3EN: 

We addnsas a few lines 
to the church of Jesus Christ, who 

j • * i \. ~ nl*avc obeyed from the benrt, tUt form 

"rL^,^ Vg tfy t0 «4' f ** tri »» which l* S been dolive.™ 



«rasc for a season. d,d not say I to then, by the servants of the L H 
«* think of .uymg her, .notker «*- | t fe Wiy9 of trqft, an d ^hlwniSoc." 
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and by obedience to the heavenly com- Ha few months, have we seen this fully 



mand, escape the things which are com 
ing on the earth and secure to them- 
selves an inheritance among the sancti- 
fied in the world to come. 

Having been placed in a very re- 
sponsible situation in the church, we at 
all times feel interested in the welfare 
of the Saints and make mention of them 
continually in oor prayers to our heav- 
enly Father, that they may be kept 
from the evils which are in the world 
and ever be found walking in the path 
of train. 

The work of the Lord in these last 
days, is one of vast magnitude and al- 
most beyond the comprehension of 
mortals: its glories are past description 
and its grandeur insurpassable- It has 
been the theme which has animated 
the bosom of prophets and righteous 
men from the creation of this world 
down through every succeeding gen- 
eration to the present time; and it is 
truly the dispensation of the fulness of 
times, when all things which are in 
Christ Jesus, whether in heaven or on 
the earth, shall be gathered togetner in 
him, and when all things shall be resto- 
red, as spoken of by all the holy proph- 
ets since the world begun: for in it 
will take place the glorious fulfillment 
of the promises made to the fathers, 
while the displays of the power of the 
Most High will be great, glorious, and 
sublime. j 

The purposes of our God are great, 
his love unfathomable, his wisdom infi- 
nite, and his power unlimited; there- 
fore, the Saints have cause to rejoice 
und be glad, knowing that ''this God is 
our God forever and ever and he will 
be our guide unto death." 

Having confidence in the power, wis- 
dom and love of God, the Saints have 
been enabled to go forward through the 



verified. 

Having, through the kindness of our 
God, been delivered from destruction, 
and secured a. location upon which we 
have agnin commenced opperations for 
the good of his '.-eople, we feel disposed 
to go forward and unite our energic* 
for the upbuilding of the kingdom, and 
establishing Ihe Priesthood in their ful- 
ness and glory. 

The work which Las to be accom- 
plished in the lost feyfl is one of vast 
importance, and will call into action 
the energy, skill, talent, and ability of 
the Saints, so that it may roll forth 
with that glory aud majesty described 
by the prophets: and will consequent- 
ly require the concentration of the 
Saints, to accomplish works of such 
magnitude and grandeur. 

The work of the gathering spoken 
of in the scriptures, will be necessary 
to bring about th\j glories of the last 
dispensation: It is probably unneces- 
sary to press this subject on the Saints, 
as we believe the spirit of it is mani- 
fest, and its necessity obvious to every 
considerate mind; and every one zeal- 
ous for the promotion of truth and 
righteousness, is equally so for the 
gathering of the Saints. 

Dear brethren feeling desirous to 
carry out the purposes of God, to which 
we have been called; and to be co- 
workers with him in this last dispensa- 
tion: we feel the necessity of having 
the hearty co-operation of the Saints 
throughout this land, and upon the Is- 
lands of the sea; and it will be neces- 
sary for them to hearken to conneil, 
and turn their attention to the church, 
the establishment of tho kingdom, and 
lay aside every selfish principle, every- 
thing low, and groveling; and stand 
forward in the cause of truth, and as- 
sist to the utmost of their power, those 
to whom has been given the pattern 



most adverse circumstances, and tre- 

quentlv when to all hun^n appearances and design; and like Ukm *ho Wd Jg 
Sing but death presented itself, and the hands of Moses, hold up the hands 
destruction, inevitable, has the pow-r 
of God beea f manifest, his glory reveal- 
cd, und deliverance effected; and the 
Saints, like the children of Israel who 
came out of the land of Egypt, and 
through the BedSe** bavc sung an 
tntiiPfn of praise to his holy name: thie 



of those who are appointed to direct 
the affairs of the kingdom, so that they 
may be strengthened, and be enabled 
to prosecute their great designs and be 
instrumental in effecting the great work 
of the last days. 

j Believing the time has now come 
when it is necessary to erect a boost 



n*not njkrbtm tho ca*o in former 1 when it is necessary to erect a nousa 
L In our owi: d*t* ud within I of prayer, a house of order, a houia for 
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the worship of our God; where the or- *| work to engage in v/orthy of arch-an- 
dinanccs ran be attended to agreably [gels; a work which will cast into the 

trt hi* riirinf* will in thic rorrirtn nf 



to his divine will, in this region of coun- 
try; to accomplish which, considerable 
exertion must be made, means will be 
required; and as the work must be 
hastened in righteousness, it behooves 
the Saints, to weigh the importance of 
these thing*, in their miuds, in all their 
bearings, and then take such steps as 
are necessary to carry them into op- 
eration; and arm themselves with cour- 
age, resolve to do all they can, and feel 
themselves as much interested, as 
though the whole labor depended on 
themselves alone; by so doing they will 
emulate the glorious deeds of the Fath- 
ers, and secure the blessing of heaven 
upon themselves and their postoriy to 
the latest generation. 

To those who feel thus interested, 
and can assist in this great work, we 
say let them come to this place, bv so 
doing they will not only assist in' the 
rolling of the kingdom, but be in a sa- 
nation where they can have the advan- 
tages of instruction ffohi the presidency 
and other authorities of the church, and 
rise higherand higher in the sea!- of in- 
tclgence. until they "can comprehend 
with all Stmts the length and breadth 
and debth r.nd height, and know the love 
of Gcd which ynsseth knowledge." 

Connected with the building up of 
the kingdom, is the printing and circu- 
lation of the Cook of Mormon, Doctrine 
and Covenants, Hymn book and the 
new translation of Scriptures, It is 
unnecessary to *ay any thing respect- 
ing these works; those who hare read 
tk?m, and who have drank of the stream 
of knowledge, which they conv :y, know 
ho\V to appreciate them, and although 
fools may have them in derision, vet 
they are calculated to mike men wise 
unto salvation, und sweep away the 
cobwebs of superstition of ages, throw 
a light on the proceeding of Jehovah 
which have already bee a accomplished 
and mark OOl the future in all its dread- 
ful and glorious realities; those who 
have tasted the benefit derived from a 
study of those works, will undoubtedly 
vie with each other in their zeal for 
sending them abroad throughout the 
world, that every son of Adam mny 
enjoy the same privileges and rcjo.'ee 
in the same truths- 
Here then, beloved brethren isc 



shade the things which have heretofore* 
been accomplished; a work which 
kings and prophets and righteous men, 
in former ages have sought, expected, 
and earnestly desired to see, but died 
without the sight; and well, will it bo 
for those who shall aid in carrying into 
effect the mighty operations of Jehovah. 
By order of the first Presidency, 

R. B. THOMPSON, 

Scribe. 

Nauvoo, Sept. 1840. 

Waterville, N. Y. July 29th, 1840. 
Deau Brethren, 

E. Robinson & D. C. Smith r 
Having a few leisure moments to 
spend in writing, I sit down at this* 
time to address a few lines to you, to in- 
form too where I am at present, and 
what I am doing; through the goodness 
of our kind heavenly Father, I am yet 
alive and have the privilege of inform* 
ing you that the work of the Lcjd in 
this part of his vineyard, is still pro- 
gressing, though opposed by the wick- 
ed of all classes, ("ji this region,) from 
ihe bloated faced drunkard of the Bar 
Room, even to the long faced priests of 
different sects, whose crafts are in dan- 
gered by the principles of the Eenew- 
ed Covenant, a3 taught by the Elders 
J of the church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
J Day Saints: and notwithstanding all 
the opposition, the kingdom of God in 
its native purity is rolling forth in 
mighty power; in this north country, 
and gathering in its progress, the hon- 
est m heart from all classes and sects 
A religious institutions, as well as 
scores from among the non profess- 
ing portion of community. Since 1 last 
wrote to you, July last 1839. I ad- 
dressed a letter to the presidents of the 
seventies dated Pcb 23d 1840, in which 
1 gave a history of the work of the 
Lord in this region, and also wished 
them to write to me, but as 1 have re- 
ceived uo answer from the aloved 
named letter, I have uo, evidence to 
believe they ever received it, and shall 
give a general hlstpry in this; since 
last July, the 22nd; I have added to. 
the different branches of the churchy 
in this region, about fifty members,, 
and the young Elders about as many 
liftbre, by baptism, \ hr-j attended tw£ 
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conferences of lite, the minutes of| 
which will soon be forwarded to you. 

The saints in this region are strong j 
in the fuith, and are making the neces- 
sary preparations to remove west; 
■orne are going west this season, others 
are d oing all in their power to be ready 
to go next. We should be glad to have 
one of the agents who has authority to 
exchange lands (as they are passing,) 
•all on the different branches of the 
church in this region; for instance, the 
Hamilton church, the Boonvilie church 
in Oneida co. N. Y. the Williamstown 
end Amboy churches in Oswego co. 
N. Y. The sain*9 here arc verv anx- 
ious to remove west and settle with 
their brethren. I saw Elder Bates a 
few days since, he had just returned 
from Canada, and said many of the 
saints in that place were removing 
west, and that many had been added 
to the church in that region the present 
•eason. We have many and very 
pressing calls for preaching in almost 
every direction, and for many miles 
distant which we cannot fill; and on 
learning from the 8th number of your 
interesting paper, which came to hand 
a few days since, of the spread of the 
gospel in the old world; and the call 
for twenty of the seventies to go to 
that country, to assist in the great 
work of God, truly it made our hearts 
rejoice, while we can pray the Lord 
of the harvest, to send forth more 
laborers into his vineyard, that the 
wheat may be secured in the garners, 
to possess eternal life; and I now say 
to my brethren, the seventies who 
have not as yet gone forth into.the har- 
vest field to labor, (if any such there 
are;) my dear brethren, a rise and gird I 
on your armour, and walk forth into 
the field, and clear your skirts of the 
blood of souls, by testifiing unto this 
generation of those things which God 
has communicated unto his servants; 
for the salvation of this generation. 

Since writing the above I have rial* 
ted the church at Amboy and Wil- 
liatnstown, attended a special confer- 
ence, in that place, at which, a new 
branch of the church was organized, 
in the town of Albion, Oswego co. at 
a place called Pineville, the Elders are 
requested to call on them as they 
are passing. A company of saints con- 
futing of about 35 «0'ilsia a!!, with 



sis two horse waggons and one two 
horse carriage, with Elder Truaaa 
Giilelt jr. to ler:d them, set out for Nau- 
voo, while 1 was at Amboy; and ft 
company of saints from Boon t; lie are 
about starting for the same place, led 
by elder Hiram Hoyt. Truly my heart 
rejoices to see the work of the gather* 
ing roll on. J. BLAKESLEY, 

Amboy, O sice go co. N. Y. July 8, 1840. 

MESSRS. KOBINSOX A^C S2UT8* 

Dear Brethren, 

It is with feelings of 
pleasure that I avail myself of a few 
leisure momenta to drop a few lines to 
you, to let you as well as all the friends 
of truth, know of the advancement of 
the cause of our Redeemer in this part 
of the vineyard of the Lord. I have 
been laboring since about the first April 
in the counties of Jefferson, Oswego, 
Onondaga and some in Oneida, N. Y* 
And truly the cause of God is rolling 
forward with a mighty impetus, pro- 
pelled by the hand of Israels God.— 
Truth is advancing; error and false 
doctrine is receeding, priest craft is 
falling; priests of Baal are howling, 
saints are rejoicing, (and the word af 
God grows and multiplies,) yes not- 
withstanding all the lies, slanders and 
scurrillous reports put in circulation by 
hirling priests and their supporters, 
whose craft are in danger by the forth 
coming of the truth; the cause and 
kingdom of God is rolling forward as 
steady as the bright luminary of day; 
and will continue to roll until the hon- 
est in heart are gathered out of Bab- 
ylon, until the wheat is gathered from 
among the tares, untill wickedness is 
swept from the earth; the earth cleans- 
ed from its pollution, Christ makes his 
his appearance in the clouds of heaven 
with power and great glory to reign on 
the earth a thousand years with his 
saints while satan is bound. There are 
two or three hundred saints or more, 
in the above mentioned counties who 
have come in through the instrumen- 
tality of different Elders. 

1 have baptized since the first of April 
or a short time previous some sixteen 
or eighteen, and some arc to go for- 
ward next Sabbath; and multitudes be- 
lieving, who I think will obey soon? I 
never saw such calls for preaching. — 
jj East, West, Nor/h and South, the Ma©* 
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cdonian cry: surely if ever it could bo 
realized that the harvest is great, and 
the laborers f©w, it is at the present 
time: if some of the Elders could come 
inio this region they couid find plenty 
of ground to work upon; while writing 
this I received a visit from Elder Blakes- 
ley, and he states that the work of the 
Lord is rolling; forth in the region 
where he is laboring; in Oneida and 
Madison counties. He has b iptizcd in 
n short time some 20 or 30 and a num- 
ber more expect to come forward soon. 
Thus the little stone is rolling forth and 
pmites the image on the its feet which 
will soon become like the chaffof sum- 
mer threshing iloor, and the stone be- 
come a great mountain and fill the 

whole earth* 

Yours &c. 

TRUMAN GILLETT, Jr. 



We have several other communica- 
tions laying before us, from the elder3 
of Israel, which we should feel glad in 
publishing eniire, but owing to the 
press of matter, we shall have to con- 
tent ourselves with giving but short ex- 
tracts. 

Elder Rufus Beach writes from Li- 
vonia, Wayne Co. Mich, under date of 
Sept. 3, 1810. 

"The cause of truth is slowly, but 
steadily progressing in this section of 
country, prejudice is giving way to the 
force of truth, and some are obeying 
the gospel: last Sabbath two weic bap- 
tised by elder A. Blanchard, one of 
which has been a professor for many 
years. 

A wide field for the spread of the 
gospel is opened in this country, but 
the laborers are few, but three only 
preaches the gospel of the kingdom in 
a'! this section of the country. One 
year ago 
the eyes 

he had commenced pruning 
yard for the last time, and I do know 
he has called laborers by revelation in- 
to the work, and I know the work will 
be propelled forward by the power of] 
God, until the.kingdoms of this world, 
thall become the kingdoms of our God 

and his Christ. 

Yours, &e. 

KUFUS EE AC 



Elder Daniel Tyler, from Scott co- 
lli., says, that he has lately baptized 
six, and has had a debate with a Cam- 
beliite preacher, *hich has had the ef- 
fect of breaking down much predjudice 
and tiiat many arc believing the pre- 
cious truths of the kingdom. 

Elder A. O. Smoot writes from 
Whitlcysvillc Jackson Co Tenn. 

You will believe me, when I say ia 
is with no ordinary feelings of grati- 
tude to the great Shepherd of Israel, 
that I now assume my seat, and em 
ploy my pen to let you know somet 
thing of my labors in this part of our 
divine masters vineyard. I am happy 
to say, that the cause of truth is pro- 
gressing here, while error, bigotry, 
priestcraft and superstition, is falling 
before its mighty influence; and many 
made to rejoice that the light of heaven 
has once more shone upon tho sons of 
Adam, 

In company with Elder Pitkins, and 
priest Webster, I arrived here the 12ih 
of June, and commenced laboring in 
(his. and the adjoining comities*, Smith 
and Overton. I found almost every 
species of religion prevailing here, 
(that of Jesus Christ excepted) which 
was as strange as it was to the Jews in 
the apostolical dispensation. 

The greater part of my labors i.i 
this country, has been confined to so mo 
small branches of the church in fhii 
and Overton co's. raised up by elder J. 
Moses and others. Those chuches I 
proposed visit. ng when I left home by 
request of brother Moses, in order to 
organize, and set them in order: as 
they were left in an unorganized state; 
This I have been able to do in part, 
by the assistance of elder Pitkins. 

When wo arrived here tho saints in 
this country numbered 51 member; 
and sines wo arrived we have bar- tired 



last spring the Lord opened 11 mor - ***** ril l * 8, fj'T 
of my understanding to know s * niG 4 or 5 moro . ar; 
ommenccd pruning* vine dutes for (ho waters of oapi.sn.. n h:,h 

will be attended to when convenient — 
Thus, the kingdom of our God HAU 
forth with mighty power. 

1 am, as ever, yours, &c. 

A. O. SMOOT. 

Eider Elisha U. Groves writes as 
.follows: 

1 left home May 12th. in company 
H. Iwlth brother Ikloc Cleveland, traveled 
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to Commerce, from thence to Savena | held one debate with a Campbellite 
by water, landed the 2lst, preached!! preacher, and held twenty eight meet- 



the same evening; from thence to Na- lings, we felt that the Lord was with us 
poleon, held several meetings: we also and we prospered insomuch that there 



preached several times in Elizabeth- 
town, and in a place called the Town-; 
son settlement, on the head of Rush 
creek; from here we traveled to Big 
Grove, where we unexpectedly met 
with brother Ezra Strong; himself and 
family have been much afflicted; from 
thence wo traveled to Wames Grove, 
held several meetings, from thence in- 
to the settlements of the Pecatolika riv- 
er. June 20th, brother Cleveland left ^ 
me for the east: I traveled up and 
down this river preaching whenever 1 
could get an opportunity. 

I have baptized 12 and organized a 
church of 20 members: br. Strong is 
appointed to preside over them. In 
ail the above places there are believ- 
ers, and great calls for preaching, also; 
on Sock river, but the situation of my 
family will not permit me to stay. — 
This branch of the church is 40 miles 

.ast of Galena in Stephenson co. 111. — 
This is an excellent country the soil isl 
equal to that of Missouri, the land is 
not yul in market. There is plenty of 
heavy timber on the Pecatolika river, 
and good mill privileges; there is a 
saw and flouring mill within 5 miles of 

this branch. 

Yours 4 C - 

E. H. GROVES. 



Elders James Carrolc and Alva L. 
Tippets writes M follows: 

Oct. 8th, 1940. 

Dear Brothers, 

Robinson & Smith. 
With pleasure we write to 
you, concerning our labors in the vine- 
yard, brother Carrolc and Southworth, 
with four arbor elders went into the 
Iowa Territory, about 50 miles from 
Nauvoo, into Henry county, near Jef- 
ferson, on the loth of June last; and 
wc entered upen our ministerial labors 
and labored about three weeks, and 
baptised ten; during that time we came 
home on the fourth of July, and after 
staying at home until the 27th of July, I 
brother Tippets and myself left home 



were many that came out to hear us, 
and the signs truly did follow them 
that believe, and it appeared that deso- 
lating sickness followed them that rail- 
ed out against us; but still there are 
yet many honest h* arted people, and 
we expect to visit that place again 
shortly and we ask the prayers of the 
church that our labors may be blest and 
many more be brought into the king- 
dom through our instrumentality; and 
we shall ascribe the praise to God a- 
lone. 

We remain your servants in the gospel, 

JAMES CARROLC 
ALVA L. TIPPETS 



Philadelphia Ta. July 8th 18-10. 
Messrs. Robinson, & Smith: 

I am happy to state to you once 
more, that the work of the Lord is still 
prospering in theso eastern lands. — 
Many of the honest in heart are com- 
ing to a knowledge of the truth, and oro 
docking into the kingdom of God. 

The brunch of the church in Chester 
co. where I have been laboring consid- 
erably, now numbers upwards of 100 

members. The branch of the church 
in Lancaster co. where elder's, Davis 
and Dean have been laboring, numbers 
upwards of 50; and the branch of the 
ia this city, numbers upwards of 200 
members; elder 13. Winchester is about 

to leave this place for England, elder 
Eraatus Snow is here, and wiil proba- 
bly remain in this section of country 
some length of time and proclaim the 
gospel. Their are many calls for 
preaching and a wide fieid for tabor 
throughout this whole regit n of coun- 
try, and many ;ire believing who have 
not as yet been baptized, but whom I 
trust Ik ill, ere lung obey the everlasting 
gospel. Pray for us dear brethren that 
wo may ever be found faithful. 
Yours &c. 

LORENZO BARNES. 



The following is a report of a Com- 
I mi t tee appointed to examine the com n- 
and visited the same place, and during try in the South west corner cf Iowa 
the time wc stayed, which was till the Territory. — Ed. 

first of October, we traveled about two Nauroe, Llhiois, July, 28th, 1840. 
bunin>JanJ Kfy a os, bi.vi'.jl f ou I We a committee npp^inUd to cxera 
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ine and report a place in Iowa Terri- 
tory, (if any could bo found) suitable 
for establishing and building up a slake 
or branch of the church, of Jesus 
Christ of Latter Day Saints. Submit 
the following report. 

We left the head of the Rapids on 
the' west bank of the Mississippi river op- 
posite Nauvoo, on the 22nd day of this | 
Inst, we explored the county North of! 
the Desmoine river, in I jCC cgu nty and , 
part of Van Buren county. The sur- 
face is neither hiilv nor level, but may 
be termed undulating, having noar 



We have seen the principal rivers of 

the States, and -say without hesitancy, 
that the river now under consideration 
is the most picasunt and beautiful 
known to U3. 

There was offered unto us a mill seat 
with chartered privileges, (on tho Des- 
moine river.) together with a donatioa 
of about 0700 if we would RO on toim- 
prove the same: this o.Tor will bo taken 
in a few days by one of our brethren. 

We now proceed to take into consid- 
eration the country south of the Des- 
moine. to the Mississippi boundary tine. 



equal portions of timber and prau^r / t " ' * ^ * c ' | 

4V \ <• ! ' . r .1 n ' . ■■ (on tue nor h,) ana east ot the Indian 

the timber prevailing on the Desmoine ; , r 7 n r ■ * ? 

u , boundary line. Its torm is tnat ot a 

and its tributaries, and on the sources 

of the Skunk river, and on the minor 

tributaries of the Mississippi river. 



The soil is generally very fertile, espe- 
cially on the Desmoine river: The bot- 
tom land or valley of this river average 
about one mile in width, soil dry and 

exuberantly fertile, with abundant good 

springs on the river margins, but else- 
where springs scarcely ever occur, 
though abundant stock water is found 
on all the small streams, and excel- 
lent well water may be obtained in any 
place by digging from 12 to 30 feet, 
stone abounds on all (or near all) the 
streams suitable for building and other 
purposes. 

We examined the Desmoine river 
from near its junction with the Missis- 
sippi river, up to the Sauk village, a 
distance of near 90 miles, it averaging 
600 feet wide, gliding over a smooth 
lime stone bed, or bottom for the great- 
er portion of the distance, only a few 
instances of a thin coating or stratta 
of gravel. The depth of this river is 
uniform, and at the stage of water we 
made the examination about 18 iuches 
deep, finding no place but you might 
drive a loaded waggon, or ride on horse 
back along the channel. Steam boats 
ply a portion of every Spring and Fall 
to the Sauk village, and could run 
much higher was there business, say 
to the Raccoon forks; a distance of 200 
miles. Small keel boats ca:i ply any 
lime unless obstructed by ice. The 
prevailing timber, Oak, shell bark 
Hickory, Walnut, ^ugar Maple, Hack- 
berry, Buckey . Mulberry, Elm, and 

some other varieties; under growth 

PaudaOi II* z!*, £c. 



right angle triangle, having the De>- 
moine river for the hypotenuse cover- 
ing a surface of about 836 square miles, 
equal to 217340 acres — near half of 
this is not surveyed and subject to set- 
tlement and. pre-emption, bein;- that 
portion from the Desmoine river aio::g 
the Indian boundary line South, to tho 
North boundary line of Missouri, av- 
eraging 9 miles wide and 22 mile? 
long, from north to south: about 90,000 
acres of this tract is not settled or 
claimed: we therefore, deem this tho 
best location that can be made in Iowa 
Territory to build up a Stake. This 
district is watered bv the Desmoine riv- 

w 

or, and a creek called Chcquest, [sig- 
nifying in the Indian tongue, thunder 
and ligtning,] there is however, small 
tributaries to both the above stream*, 
watering the surface now under consid- 
eration. It may be described as a tim- 
bered country consisting of timber, 
brush, openings, and a small portion of 
prairie, surface rather broken, thor rh 
nearly ail susceptible of cultivation; an i 
mostly in the highest degree fertile, 
and may be more densly populated 
than any other portion we have exam- 
ined. Stone, and other crude build- 
iing materials abound, with a sufficient 

cy of water power on the Desmoins 
river and Chcquest creek, that can bo 
easily improved. This region hf&J 
many other advantages and resource* 
not adverted to in this description, — 
Submitted, July, rtf th, 1940. 

GEORGE 

JOHN A. WmVLU 
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In this number we Jay before our read- 

ers the minutes of the conference held 
nt tbia place on the 3rd inst. which 

will be perused with interest, by the 
•Tints throughout the length and breadth 
of the land. The proceedings were 
bigbiy satisfactory and pleasing; the 
most perfect harmony prevailed during 
the who!e proceedings « hich lasted three 
days. Notwithstanding there was some 
mistake respecting the day of com- 
meneen.ent which w'th thq unfavorable j 
State of the weather for some time pre* 



Ijerect the same, who are men] of tried 
integrity, and who will do their duty, 
and it only remains for the brethren to 
| hoi J up, and strengthen their hands, 
uid a building to the honor of tmr 
God, will be erected, where the Mints 
can oJcr up their orisons to the God of 
their salvation, and where the order of 
the kingdom will be manifested 



Wc this month conclude the history 
of the persecution of the church of Je- 
sus Christ of Latter day Saints in Mis- 
souri, by insert' ng in our columns the 
memorable speech of Ma j* Gen. dark 
1 to our brethren at Far West — and sure 
never a more, unconstitutional and 
bloody addieas, blackened the pages of 
history. The sentiments contained in 
it are such as make every lover of free- 



. dom, every patriotic American citizen, 

«« *** tbc causc Gfm ' n y not besn S as well as all civilised men through™! 
present, yet thcrs was a very large j the world, capable of appreciating the 

blessings of freedom, to look upon its 



and respectable congregation amount- 
ing we suppose to no less than five 
thousand persons, M>a» of our friends 
estimated them zi more. A number 
of strangers from a distance were pros- 
ei»!, who, were not connected with the 
church, who generally, were highly 
gratified with the proceedings. 

The report from the different branch- 
es of the church both on this continent 
and on the islands of the sea, were of a 
nature calculated to awaken fseiihis &' 

o 

joy in the hearts of all those who love 
the prosperity of the kingdom, and more 
particularly those, who ham hid to 
bsar the heat and the burthen of the 
d y. 

The subject of buildin* a house, for 
the worship of Almighty God, was 
LfOttghtup, when it wasdecided that im- 
laull te preparations should be made to 
carry into effect, an object SO deaf to the 
salaffc A committee was appointed to 



author with contempt. Not only does 
he charge them with crimes, of which 
they were never guilty but says that if 
they did not leuve the state they "need 
not expect n ercy, but extermination." 
This was the language of a man high 
in authority in that state, and for the 
noble feats he then performed, ha9 
since songht the suffrages of the Mis- 
aouWans to be elevated to the guberna- 
torial chair of that state. Sure such a 
governor would shed a darker polish 
on the blackened lisped of thatdisgrae 
cd state. For whenever he had a de- 
sire to persecute any ogSe or bring them 
to condign punishment, guilty or not 
guilty '"whatever your innocence is, it 
jis nothing to me" > your "fate is fixed, 
your die is cast, your doom is scaled.'* 
This would be carrying out the princi- 
ple which he then avoue-J and in which 
j he was supported by the c;ti:cus of that 
state. 

Wc are knowing to most of the cir- 
cumstance::, mentioned in the history 
of the persecutions, ard that a correct 
account has been given, which, has 
j been proven from time to time, these 
; things have been placed before the leg- 
! tshturc of Missouri, but they have ro- 
j fused to iOTestigate ihvm, they bavo 
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been repeated in Congress, but no re- 
dress has been grained, they have 
been sounded in the ears of the presi- 
dent, but he could do nothing for us. 

What remains to be done, if the na- 
tion will not arouse Citself in behalf of 
suffering humanity, and with a voice 
more terrible than thunder, speak out. 

against a people, who have trod down J™ >' ™» lo thc a « d *• & 



Mlr.uUs if the general conference of 
the k chunk of Jesus Christ &f Latter 
Day SairJs, held in Nanvoo, Han- 
cock county, fit Oct., 3rd 1840; 

The conference was opened by pray- 
er by President IV. Marks. 

Joseph Smith jr. was then unani- 



the inherent rights and privileges oi 
freemen and brin^r the authors of oar 



Thompson, chosen clerk. 

A letter from elders Bent and Har- 



cu fie ring and woifs, to that punishment ris and onc BMtr £*" E. Page 



which the well beingot* our country de- 
mands? Are the tears of widows, thc 
sobs of orphans, (he groans of the dy- 
ing, and th'j blood of the innocent, to 
cry to this people i:i vain? Where ah! ; 
where, yc A i ericr.n citLen~, are those! 
high toned feelings of patriotism'! where 1 
is the spirit of freedom which animal- **? nal,KX! V 
cd the bosom of your noble sires, who Charles U Rtch, 



were tl.en read by the Clerk, which 
gave very satisfactory accounts of their 
mission. n - 

On motion. Resolved. That a com 
mittce be appointed to orduin such as 
have recommends to tl is conference 



! for ordination, and that elders 



El is ha H. Grows, 
John Murdock, 



waded through scenes of carnage and 
of gore lo purchase die glorious privi- 
leges which you enjoy, but of which 
we are denied, although our fathers 
fought side by side with yours and ma- 



S i . eon Carte? ■ * ' ■* ft* y 1 
compose safd committee, and report 
their proceedings before the conference 

closes. m*t hns ftn-/rfi4f Mjji 

The president arose and stated that 



ny of them fell in thc giorious struggle ! therc had bc * ( ' n several Coy.- editions 
for liberty? Is it extinct? docs it not 1 ! [committed on the citizens of Naurbo, 

and thought :t expedient that a com- 
mittee be appoint *d. to search out the 
offenders, and bring them jo ju^'ice. 



now warm the bosom of thc scions of 
tbon noble men, who presented a spec- 
tacle in their days, to the world at 
large, tm and example worthy of imi- 
tation to the latest generation! Shall 

we appc il to you in vain? will you 
turn away from the scene, unmoved 
and unconcerned and sutler it to pass 
unnoticed; Remember, 

"He who allows oppression, 

Shares the crime. 

We hope better things of oar coun- 
tryman and that they will by and by 
arise in their majesty, dry up thc tears 



oftho widow anil fatherless, and res- 
tore our people to their rightful inheri- 
tances anJ to all the privileges of free- 
men. 

V/o sometime since feccired the 
minutes of a conference held in the 
torn of Superior, Washtenaw countv, 
Mich g in, which commenced on t:.ej| 6:; ; 
19th of June, IS^O, and continued iwo 
days the proceedings were interesting, 

a number of branches wore represent- 
ed, and ten were baptized. 

In our last nomber, on thc 17f>pnjr*, in the 

HjiOCttial notice of Jes*? P. Rfedj i'. si o-.i!u 

hava read, Nemnun G. Elodget, and fdary 

Rua 1 ', ia»t3iJ of Neunian J. Biodgct zud Ma- 
ry Curlk, 



\\ lie:e ;poB it was resolved, that, 
Joseph Smith, Elias Higbee, 
William Marks, Vinson Knight, 1 
William Law, Charles C. Rich, 

Dimick Huntington, 
compose said committee. -toy 
On motion. Resolved, that E. D. 
Thompson be as-pointed the general 
church clerk in the room of Ceo. W. 
Robinson, who inter.ds to remove to 
.I Iowa. i nl 

It having been Vtqtt&tei by Eider 
Page that the conference would op 
point an elder to take ehurgo cf the 
church which hfj and Rider Hyde had 
raised up in Cincinnati!. :nH \&t Ctf , 

On tftettttfe Resolved, that Eldar 
Samuel Bumeff, be appointed Jo pre- 
fer tbo church ia Cfacinnntfi. 
The president then rote, end stated 
that it was necessary that something* 
tbootd led^nc > ill; regard to Kirthind, 
so that it might be bui.t up; and gave 
it as his opinion, that the brethren 
ttom the east might gather there, 
also, that it was necessary that aOHVt 
one should Lc appointed from tl.iscoo- 
.ercsoe to jtcsioo ever ih*l*»tako 
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On motion. Resolved, that Elder 
Alman Babbit be appointed to preside 
over the church m Kirtland, and that 
he choose his own counc Mors. < 

Conference adjourned for one hour. 

On? o'clock P. ML Conference met 
pursuant to adjournment. 

An opportunity was given to the 
brethren who had any remarks to make 
•n suitable locations for stakes. | 

Elder EL Miller stated that it Mas 
the desire of a number of the brethren 
residing in Adams county to have a 
stake appointed at Mount Ephraim in 
that county, and stated the advantages 
of the place for agricultural pu, poses 

On mot.on. Resolved, that a stake 
be appointed at Mount Eph.aim in Ad- 
ams county. 

There being several applications for 
the appointment of shakes, it was 
resolved that a committee be appointed 
to organize stakes between this place 
and Kirthnd, and that 
Hyrum Smith, 
Lyman Wight and 
Alman Babh t ! 
compose said committee. 

The president then spoke of the ne- 
cessity of building a "House of the 
Lord" in this place. ! 

Whereupon it was resolved, that the 
saints bu ld a house for the worship of 
God, and that Reynolds Cahoon, Elias 
Higboe, and A'.pheus Cutler, be ap- 
pointed a coiv.mittee to build the same. 

On motion" Resolved, that a com- 
mencement be made ten days from this: 
dafb, and that every tenth day be ap- 
propriated for the building of said 
house. 

President Ilyvum Smith arose and 
stated that there were several individu- 
als, who on moving to this place, had 
not settled with their creditors and had 
no recommend from the branches of 
the church were they had resided. 

On motion. Resolved that ihosc per- 
sons moving to this place, who do not 
bring a recommend, bedisfellowshiped. 

J. C. Bennett, M. D. then spoke at 
some length, on the oppression, to 
which the church had been subject, 
and remarked, that it was necessary for 
the brethren to standby each other and 
resist every unlawful attempt at perse- 
cution* 

Elder Lyman Wight then addressed 



I the meeting. Conference adjourned 

;uiitil to morrow morning 

5 Sunday morning. Conference met 

! pursuant to adjournment, and was 
opened by prayer by Elder Babbit. 

The clerk was then called upon to 
read the report of the presidency, in 
relation to the city plot, after which the 
president made some observations on 
the situation of the debts on the city plot 
and advised that a committee be ap- 
pointed to raise funds to liquidate the 
same. 

On motion. Resolved, that William 
Marks and Hyrum Smith compose said 
committee. 

On motion. Resolved, that a com- 
mittee be appointed to (fraught « bill 
for the incorporating of the town of 
Nauvoo, and other purposes. 

Resolved, that Joseph Smith Jr. Dr. 
J. C. Bennett and R. B. Thompson, 
compose said committee. 

Resolved that Dr. J. C. Bennett, be 
appointed delegate to Springfield, to 
urge the passage of said bill through 
the legislature; 

President Ilyrum Smith then rc.«e 
and gave some general instructions to 
the church. 

Conference adjourned for one hour. 

One o'clock. P. M. ConTeieuce met 
pursuant to adjournment and was open- 
ed by prayer by Elder J. P. Green. 

President Joseph Smith jr. then arose 
and delivered a discourse on the sub- 
ject of baptism for the dead, which was 
listened to with considerable iuterest, 
by the vast multitude assembled. 

Dr. Bennett, from the committee, to 
draught a charter for the city, and for 
other purposes, reported the outlines 
of the same. 

On motion. Resolved that the same 
be adopted. 

Dr. Bennett then, made some very 
appropriate rerrarks on the duty of the 
saints in regard to those, who had, un- 
der circumstances of affliction, held 
out the hand of friendship, and that it 
was their duty to uphold such men and 
give them their suffrages, and support. 

Elder E. Robinson then arose, and 
gave an account of the printing of ano- 
ther edition of the book of Mormon, 
and stated, that it was now nearly com- 
ple'ed and that arrangements had been 
made for the printing of the hymn book 
book of doctrine andcovenaBts, 4r«- 
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Conference adjourned to Mondavi! 



morning. 



under circumstances zs favorable as the pres- 
ent. Sinoe our settlement in Illinois, we 
have for llie most part been treated wiiii 
courtesy and respect, and a filling 01* kind- 
ness and of sympathy, has generally been 
manifested by all cfu«see of the community, 
who with us T deprecate the conduct of those 
ir.cn, whose dark and blacknin^ deeds, are 
stamped with everlasting infamy and dis- 
grace. 

The contrast between our pnntand present 
situation is great. Two years ago, mobs' 
were threatening, plundering, driving and 
murdering the saints. Our burning houses 
enlightened the canopy of heaven. Our wo- 
men and children houseles* and destitute, 
bad to wander from place to place, to seek a 
shelter from the rage of persecuting foes. — 
Now we eruoy peace, and can worship the 
God of heaven and earth without molestation. 
And expect to bo able to go forward end ac- 
complish the great and glorious work to 
which W3 have been called. Under these 
circumstances we feel to congratulate the 
saints of the Most High, on the happy and 
pleasing change in our circumstances, condi- 
tion and prospects, and which those who 
shared in the penis and distresses, undoubt- 
edly appreciate. While prayers and thanks- 
givings daily ascend to that God, who looked 
upon our distresses and delivered us from 
danger and death, and whose hand is over us 
for good. From the unpropitious nature of 
the weather, we hardly expected to behold 
so many of our friends on this occasion, in 
this however, we are agreeably disappoin- 
ted, which gives us strong assurance that the 
saints are as zealous, untirein^ and energet- 
ic as ever in ti.a great work of the last days; 
and t;ives us joy and consolation, and greatly 
encourages us, wbiU contending with the dif- 
1 Acuities which necess&taly lie in cur way. 
Let the brethren ever manifest such a" spir- 
it, and hold up our hands, and wrx klst, ws 
wilt go forward, the work of the L ;rd shall 
roll forth, the Temple of the Lord be reared, 



Monday morning, Oct., 5th. Con- 
ference met pursuant to adjournment 
and was opened by prayer by Elder 
Lyman Wight. 

Elder R. B. Thompson after a few 
preliminary remarks, read an article on 
the priesthood, compos?! by president 
Joseph Smith jr, after which, 

Elder Babbitt delivered an excellent 
discourse on the same subject at some 
considerable length. 
. Conference adjourneJ for one hour. 
During the intermission a large num- 
ber were baptized* 

Two o'clock P. If. Conference met 
pursuant to adjournment. 

Elder Lyman Wight addressed the 
conference on the subject of baptism for 
the dead and other subjects of interest! 
to the church. 

The presided: then made son:? ob- 
servations, and pronounced his bene- 
diction on the assembly. 

Dr. J- C. Bennjtt said that many 
persons had been accused of crime, 
and been looked upon as guilty, 
when on investigation it has been .as- 
certained that nothing could be adue- 
ed against them, — Whereupon, 

On motion; it was resolved that no 
person be considered guilty of prime, 
unless proved so by the testimony of 
two or three witnessog. 

Dr. Bennett next brought before the 
conference the treatment the saints had 
experienced in Mi 

to know, w hether 

take any further itepa in rotation to 
obtaining redress. 

On motion. Rcsolv d that Llias 

Iligbec and R. B. Thompson bo ap- 
pointed a committee to ohtaki redress 
for the wrongs sustained in Missouri. 

The committee on ordinations re- w«. M *i i: , j , » . * « . » 

~« a*J *u«* u i r ii- We are giad indeed to knew ti:at there is 

ported that they had ordained thirty such a spirit of union existing throughout ths 

nine to the ministry. churches, and at home and abroad; on this 

On no. ion. Resolved that this con- c^tioepl, as well as on the islands of the 

ference be dismissed, and that the next SJ?- ,Mi P ri " cip,e , and u b * a 

c - . , , , . . , „ turn or acuon snail we be able to carry into 

conference be held on the 6th day of (effect the purposes of our God. 

April next. I From the Elders abroad we receive the 

JOSEPH SMITH jr., Pres't. ^os* cheering accounts: wherever the faith- 
R. B. THOMPSON, Cleric, f-:l laborer h:rs gone forth reaping sowing 

■ jttie seed ot truth, he has returned with joy. 

- _ ~ ^ ! bringing his sheaves with bun: and the in 

REPORT FROM THE PRESIDENCY, {formation we receive from ail quarters i, 
The Presidency of the church of Jesus that the laborers are few and that the Imrves, 
C mst of Latter Day Saints, would respect- is great. Many wealthy and influential char- 
fully report: that they feel rejoicing to m«?et acton have embraced the gospel, to that not 
|M smia is at another general conference audi o»Ij will the foot rwoit* in that Uwy* are 



WMOUri, and wished \\l h ^ :idcTS f Israel be encouraged; Z;on bo 
(l built up. An 1 hecoroe the praise, the joy. 

IbC COOterence would j and tha glory of the whole earth; and the 

song of praise, glory, honor and majesty to 
him thatsetteth upon the throne, and to the 
Lamb forever and ever, shall reverberate 
from hill to hill* from mountain to mountain, 
from Island to Island and from continent to 
continent, an i the kingdoms of this world 

become the kingdom of our God und his 
Christ. 



1S8 
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exalted, but tha rich IS that they are made 
low. 

The cnlls to the sou'horn states are indeed 
great, many places which a ahort time ago 
wenld think ii a disgrace to j>ive shelter to a 
Mormon, on account of the many false mis* 
rep r ese i tatSons which were ah.-oad, now de- 
e.;e to hear an I\ider of the church of Latter 
Day Saints. 

On the Islands of the sen, viz. great Brit- 
ain, there continues to bo a steady Cow cf 
souls into the church — branches have been 
organized in r;i.~ ny large and populous cities; 
and the whole land appears to be thirsting 
for the p*irc streams of knowledge and salva- 
tion. The Twelve have already printed a 
new edition nf tiie Ilyrun book, and issue a 
monthly periodical in that land. Several 
families have already arrived here from Eng- 
land and a number more ere on their way io 
this place, and are expected this fall. 

If the work ro!i forth with the same rapidi- 
ty ilhas heretofore done, we psy toon ex- 
pea* to s-e flocking to this place, people from 
every Innd and from every nation, the pol- 
ished Kurop an, the t'egraded Hottentot, and 
tfic shivering Laplander- Persons of all lan- 
guages, and of every tongue, and of every 
color; who shall w ith us worship t!i? Lord 
of Hosts in bis holy temple, and offer up 
their orisons in his sanctuary. It was in con- 
sideration of these things, and that a home 
mi^ht he provided for the sstatSg that induced 
ua to purchase the present city for a place of 
gathering for the saints, and ti e extensive 
tract of land o;i the opposite side of the. Mis- 
sissippi- Although, the purchase at that time 
and trader the peculiar conditions and cir- 
cum»lanc o s of the church, appeared to n;any 
to he lar^e and uncalled for; yet from what 
now see, it is apparent Jo all, that wc 
shall soon have to say. ''The place is too 
■trait give us room that we may dwell. 41 

We therefore hope that the brethren, who 
feel interested in The cause of truth, and rie- 
t;r? to «ee4hs work of the gathering of Isra- 
el i>A\ forth with power will aid us in liquid*** 
ting the debts which are now owing, so that 
t!»e inheritances may ieo6feed to the church, 
and which eventually wirl be of gteet value, 
p'rom the rood spirit which is manifested cn 
thit occasion, the desire to do good, and the 
s^al for the henorof the church, inspires us 
with Confidence that we shall not appeal in 
vain, but that funds will be forthcoming on 
this occasion. Kt&cStot to n:eet the necessi- 
ties of the case. 

It in with great pleasure that we have to in- 
f inn the church that, another edition of the 
book of Mormon has been print d. and winch 
is expected on from Cincinnati!, in a short 
time. And that arrangements are making fcr 
printing the book of Doctrine and Covenants 
Hymn book, etc. etc. So that the demand 
which msy exist, for those W0*k* Will soon 
be suppli d. 

In conclusion we would say. Brethren and 
Sisters be faithful, be diligent, contend ear- 
nestly for the faith once delivered to the 
taints— let every man, w^rnan and child re* 
aiixe the importance of the work, and act as 
if irsfMCees depended on their individual ex- 1 
erfion alone, let then fcei an interest, in it, ■ 



templation of which animated the bosom of 

\ Kings, Prophets and Righteous men, thou% 
of jeSTS ago — the prospect of which in* 
iptred their sweeten notes and most exalted 
lays and eaued them to break out in such 
rapturous strains as arc recorded in the scrip- 
lures; and by and by, we shall have to ea- 
claim iu the knguage of Inspiration, 

•'The Lord has brought a^ain Zion — 

The Loru hath redeemed his people, IsrssL 11 



From the Quincy Whig. 

GOV. CARLIN— SMITH AND RIGDON 

**Thc Gov. of Missonti however, scoa 
made a formal demand of the Gov. of 111. 
for the surrender to the authorities of, etc. 

"Here they, (the whips) would if pos- 
sessed of power hold themselves superior to 
law, and proceed in such a manner as would 
Irad to sericua difficulties between the two 
States. [Argus. • 

"Fudge! We repeat, Smith nndRig* 
don should not he given up. The law 
requiring the Governor of our State to 
deliver up fugitives from justice, is a 
salutary Bod wise one, and should not 
in ordinary circumstances he disregard- 
ed, hut as there are occasions that au- 
thorize the citizens of a State to resent 
I tvranical and oppressive government, 
?o there are occasions when it is not 
only the privilege, but the duty of the 
Governor of the State to refuse to sur- 
render the citizens of bis State uoon 

a 

the requisition of the Executive of an- 
other, — and this we consider as the 
case of Smith and R.gdon. 

The law is r:nde to sroare the pun- 
ishment of the guilty, and not to sacri- 
fice the innocent, and the governor 
whose paramount duty it is to protect 
the citizens of his Slate from lawless 
violence, whenever he knows thai to 
comply with such requisition he would 
he deliveriuff the citizens into the hands 



of a mob as a vic'im to .npv.-isc the 
thirst of the infuriate multtttufa for 
blood, without trial and against jjsticc: 
under such circumstances v.e repeat, 
the Governor is bound hy the highest 
of all human laws, to refuse to comply 
with the requisition; and will t ho Ar- 
gus or Governor Gariin pretend to de- 
ny tint the present is uut a a case of 
this kind. 

The history of the Mormon difficult 
ties in Missouri, is of too recent an ori- 
gin not to be well known to the Gover- 
nor. A few years since, when they 
_ _ bed settled ia the Far West, and had 

A nd er.RjicIer th*v Ifve inYday/thecra' !l gathered around them the comforts and 



tlMfS AND SEASONS. 



7» 



■pa j m iy a a of life,an d wai» beg. >ingj criminal act, in Mis^ar?, nnd eeaU 
lo MSP IhSjWl regard of their indtlfr (J have • fair trial for such acts, ur |* r 
try and en-erjjr.-ui.a mob aiurrr,;,:, ■ u..; ,, :,w 9 c f that State, v,- e abouM > M 
drive them from ihe.tr feoineft] a* peafrflarnong the first to advocate tteftme* 
ab.a cozens, cnjoyiM ail Uw righta|<Jer of thoae gentlemen, It is do! 
jruarantied to them by a KcpaWicaa flaws of Missouri, cf v,hxh we c .m,,h,». 
Constitution, they bad a right, and uiJjjit it of the o^rj who ar» 
call on the governor ot Missouri, for to execute and carry out those Taara, — 



protection. D,d he, in o'jedieuce to 
the oath which he bad taken to support 



the Constitution of the State, respond to State. 



j Their conduct must' be forever repro- 
bated—it is a lasting disgrace lo the 



the call as a Governor should? No! 
and forever will a stain rest upon the 
name of IMlbttrn W. Boggt, and the 
State of .Missouri. Mr. Boggs told the 
Mormons that ihey must take care o! 
tlicmseives — in fact denying them the 
the protection of the Constitution pndei 
whose broad folds thev hud taken shel- 



ter. J hue denied toe protect'.^ o! tae zeas of Missouri, pursuing them in their 
Stele, they prepared to defend sheir ne-.v homes in this State, wi* tha, Jra e 
homes, wives and children. D d Mr. disregard of law th,t marked the r p™ 



The Mormma bare rcii !ed in our 
Stale aioce they were driv-.i out of 

Wwsour: — behaving as good cittana. 

Smith and Rigdon in particular, luiq 

raided ever since within the limit* of 
our State. undoubtedly with the fu'l 
knowledge of the authorities of M:***.- 
ri, bu1 no demand is mi.?e t.li tha <.-*:<■ 



Bogg?, as the controversy proceeded, 
remain a neutral spectjtor, ns his first 
intimaiioQ had given the Mormons to 
understand J Oh. no!— when the mob 
was forced to fly for safety— like cow- 
ards as they were— t hen this wise and 
oath-bjun'i -Executive, called out the\ 
militia cf tie State, to aid, in expell- 
ing— or rather, to use one of the ex- 



_ - r 

rious conduct, n call is made upon tha 
governor of that Slate to deliver them 
[over to our authorities to bo tried for 
violating our laws, then the very rim. 
Unt governor of Missouri coi:* far t!v» 
apprehension of S.nitli aod Rig-ion! 

It way bo that Gov. Cariin nnd 
Boggs have a private underslandin^— 
that a cartel, an exchange of prisoners. 



aiing u the Mormon** Which is as 
much as to say — if the Mormons can- 
not be drivoa from their hornet their 
possessions, and all else that thev hold 
dear, peaceably— why then, kill, mur- 
der, burn, destroy, any thing, so the 
Mormons are "exterminated" from the 
State! Most just, humane, wise, and 
patriotic governor Bogga! 

Many of them were barbarous! v 

butchered, and all shamefully unsettled 
and cruelly driven from their Comfor- 
table firesides at an inclement season of 
the year, — those who escaped secret 
murder* were inhumanly and savagely 
treated, their females violated, and their 
property confiscated and plundered, by 
the barbarous Vandals who were per- 
secuting tbeoi even unto death! and u> 
■uch men and to such people, would 
Governor Cariin deliver up two of our 
Mormon citizens for a sacrifice! W« 
oppose this barter and trade in blood, 
upon higher grounds than the mere 
forms of law upon which the Argus jus- 



it is so, the Governor is trifling with 
the lives of our citizens — with the live* 
of those whom bo is sworn to protect. 
Reason, justice aod tamanuy, erica 
out against the proceeding. 

We repeat, that compliance on tha 
part of Gov. Cariin, would bo to deliv- 
er them not lo be tried for crime, but 
to be pxtnishel without crime; and that 
under those circumstances, thev had a 
right to claim protection as ciltBeoa a£ 
this Slate' 1 

The foregoing article, from tho pen 
of the editor of the Quincy Whig, r^- 
fteeta great credit on tha head and 
heart of the writer. The sentiaionts \l 
contains arc liberal, nob/e, just — tl a 
offspring of wisdom and Onderptandiflg. 
It completely uses up the Uwircumeis^ 
td Philistines cf Missouri, aed place* 
the Mormon people just where they 
have ever taken shelter — under tkd 
broad foils cfthe Const itvi am— and l 9 
therefore, commend it to the favorable 



tmej the Governor. It we believed that coniideration of all the saints of light. 
BantH and Rigdon had boea jailty of EThe grievances of this people must ba 
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repressed, and my Lands shall help to 
do it — should ihey have to reach to the 
highest courts of heaven, dig to the low- 
est bowels of hell, or encompass the 
broad expanse of the universe of God, 
to consummate so desirable a result. 

JOAB, 
General in Israel. 
Nofa Bene. — I wish it to ba distinct- 
ly understood that my remarks are not 
intended to operate against our worthy 

GoV. GiBLiiA but against Gov. Bo^gs 
and all the other Uncircumcised Phil- 
iitincs of Missouri* 

JOAB. 



Appointment by the Governor. — 
Brigadier General John C. Bennett tc 
be Quarter Master General of the mili- 
tia of the Stale of Illinois, from the 

20th day of July. 

In making the above appointment, 
the Governor has selected an able, en- 
ergetic and efficient officer. The du- 
ties that will devolre on him, perhaps 
no man in the State is better qualified 
to fill, and we have no doubt he will ren- 
der due justice to the office which he 
has beea selected to superintend. 

Wabash Republican. 



Eztract of a letter from W. W. Phelps. 

Tell U:o:her Carlos, I thank him for 
the pftper ho sent me, 1 mean to try 
end send him a gash subscriber for 

every paper. 

Tho death of br- Edward Partridge 
(in that paper) struck me with deep 
solemnity. Since 1831 we had pass- 
ed through many trying scenes, and he 
ever proved himself a faithful friend. 
His private and oliicial duties were 
performed with an eye single to the 
glory of God. He was a faithful stew- 
and the church had unlimited confi- 
dence in his integrity. He lived Godly 
in Christ Jesus, and suffered persecu- 
tion. As a Bishop he was one of the 
Lords great men, and few will be able 
to wear his mantle with such simple 
dignity. He was an honest man, and 
I loved him. 

When the first Elder went aloncr with 
br. Joseph to the western boundaries of 
Missouri, to seek the land of Zion. for 
the gathering of the saints in the last 
days, he and I was in tho little band; 
when thntgoo-Jly land was consecrated, 



we kneeled together; when the first 
house was raised, he and I help carry 
the first log; when the mob first rose to 
drive the saints from their inhcrtanccs 
in Jackson co. and six of us ottered our 
lives for the church, he was one; and 
for his faiih, virtue, knowledge, temper" 

jince.patiencc.godliness, brotherly kind- 
ness and charity, he was stript on the 
public .square, and tarred and feathered 
in this boasted land of liberty; by all 
Jackson co. (except the saints) for 
which God's will be done; when we 
were driven out in 1833, and escaped 
in the night for our lives, into Clay co. 
he and I went hand in hand: we were 
anointed together at Kirtland, and came 
home together; when Caldwell co. was 
searched out he and I did it; we made 
the first prayer to God on that goodly 
land that had been for about fourteen 
hundred years; and saw a glory that 
will yet cover the saints "as a clear 
heat upon herbs, 99 we lived together in 
peace, and our communion was sweet; 
although we often rebuked each other 
in plainness and had snaps according 
to passion, yet, like the used key, our 
friendship was bright and moistened 
with tears: 

Lord thine anointed was a just man, 
and precious in thy sight, was his death? 
His name will be had in everlasting re- 
membrance, whiie his enemies will bs 
struck out of existnnce: so let me say: — 

Our Father in heaven, whom all saints rely on, 
Exalt ye to glory the Uishop of Zion, 
As an heir to dominion, and power and might; 
The called and chosen, and faithful, is worthy 
To rise from a Saint to an angel of light. 

Fox the Times and Seasons. 
ELEGY. 

On the death of the dearly beloved, and 
much lamented father in Israel, Joseph Smith 
Sen* a Patriarch rathe church oi Latter Day 
Saints; who died at NtOTOO, Sept Uth, 

134ft 

Zions noblest sons are weeping; 

See her daughters, bathd in tears, 
Where the Patriarch is sleeping. 

Nature's sleep — the sleep of years, 
Hush'd is every note of gladness — 
Ev'ry minstrels bow's full low— 
Ev'ry heart, is tun'd to sadness — 
Ev'ry bosom feels the blow. 

Zion-s children lov'd him dearly; 

Zion was his daily care: 
That his loss is felt sincerely, 

Thousand weeping samis declare; 
Thousands, who have shar'd his blesging- 



By his faith and pray'ra sunprw'i ^ 
E?ila, which their Uvea opprtat. 



Faith and works, most atreetly blessed, 
Prot'd Uia steadfast heart sincere; 

And the power of God, attended 

. His official labors, here, 

Lon£, he stem'd the pow'rs of darkness, 
Like an anchor in the flood: 

Lik« an oak amid the tempest, 
Bold, and fearlessly he stood. 



Years have witnessed his devotions, 

By the love of God inspired; 
Whtn his spirit's pure emotions, 

Were with holy ardour hVd. 
Oil. he wept for sufPring Zion — 

All her sorrows were iiis otvn: 
When she paas'd thro 4 grievous trills, 

Her oppressions weigh'd him down* 

Now he's gone; We'd not rtc*0 hifn 

From a paradise of Mias, 
Where evil c«.a bcf >1 bixaj 

To a changing world iiivC !his. 
His lov'd name- will never perish, 

Nor his meru'ry crown ihs dust; 
For the saints of God will cherish 

The remembrance of the just. 



Faith's sweet voice of consolation, 

Soothes our grief: His spirit's flown 
Upward, to a holier station, 

Nearer the celestial throne; 
There to plead the cause of Zion, 

In the council of the jcst — 
In t l ie court, the saints rely on, 

Pending causes to adjcst. 

Though his earthly part is sleeping 
Lowly, *T»*ath the prairie sod; 

Soon the grave will yield its keeping- 
Yield to life, the man of God. 

When the heavus and earth ar<» shaken— 
When all things shall be restored— 

When this trump of God shall waken 
Those that sleep in ChrUt lh« Lord. 

ELIZA K. S\OW. 



In this place, Sept S5th by Elder Titu» 

Billings, Mr. John Tippets to Mrs. Caroline 

Pew. 

— In this town on the 27th of Sept by 

Elder Titus Billings, Mr. William Hunting- 
ton sen. to Mrs. Lydia Partridge- 



Obituary. 




DIED — In Springfield, Sangamon co. 111. 
Sept. 11, Elijah Merriam aged 63 years and 
6 months. Formerly a citizen of Water- 
town, Litchfield co. Connecticut. 
InQuincy on the 27th Sept. Mm Han- 
nah K. Johnson, daughter of Amity John- 
son, aged 23 years. After a lingering illness 
of three months, which she bore with chris* 
tian fortitude, in ;he hope cf a happy resurrec- 
I lion. 

On Bear Greek, in Adams co. on tho 

2-th inst. Polly, ccnsorl of Josiah Butter- 
field, aged 48 years and four days. Sister 
Butterfield has been ill for near IB months. 
In this place on the 20ih of Sept. Han- 
nah Pratt, aged 23 years. 

In tr*is place Marietta Holmes consort cf 

Joiinalkan H. Holmes aged 20 years. 

In this p!ac?, Mary Emma, daughter of 

Jonathan H. and Marietta Holmes aged *i 
months and 15 days. 

In this place Sept. 11th, Phebe Ann 

Pain, consort of Elias Pain, aged 31 years I 
month 25 days. 
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MARRIED— lb Mounthope Adams co. ID. 

on the 10th Sept. iast by Elder Abel Lamb, 
Silas B.JCIark, to Miss Margaret Lesley ; 

In this town on the 20th inst. by Elder 

-Caleb Baldwin, Mr. PhiJtman Merrill, to Miss 

Cyrene Dustin. ^ 

In this town.by Fr«H Josepn Smith, Jr. 
Mr. Charles Sherwood, to Miss Eliza Smith. 

In this town by Pres't Joseph Smith Jr. 

Mr. Ben. Johnson, Miss to Harriet Snider. 

In this place on the 4th inst, by Elder W. 

Niswanger, Mr. Neuman G. Blodget, to 
Miss Elizabeth G. Reid, both of this place. 

In this place, on the 4lh inst. by elder 

Isaac Allrod, Mr. Samuel Driggs, to Musjj 
Ehaabetk Taylor. 



To otjr Patrons and Paienps: 
As this number closes 
volume of this paper, we feel 
to say a few words to oin kind friend* 
who have felt willing to^ extend tho 
helping hand, and patronize us in tho 
commencement of our undertaking; 
and sustained the press in its infancy. 

It is a well known fact, that we com- 
menced this pa>er under the most ad- 
verse circumstances possible, as the 
press and type had just been resurrect- 
ed from kbe bowels of the earth, in the 
State of Missouri, where it had been 
necessary to deposite them, during the 
war carried on against us by Lilburn 
W. Boggs and his unholy gang of 
Land Pirates, consequently they wero 
not fit for use, until made so at a heavy 
expense; and having been robbed of 
all we had, therefore we were not in a 
situation to put it in that situation wo 
I should wish; however, notwithstanding 
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all thcss difficulties we have been ena- 
bled, by the blessings of heaven, to 
worry through with one volume, nnd 
now propose, commencing the s concl;| 
and as it has, uc trust, passed its in-| 
fancy, and is now approaching to cliild- ! 
hood, we think it a!l important that it' 
should increase in strength, and vigor,! 
therefore we shall publish it hereafter; 
twice each month, to gratify the re- 
quest and desire of*many of our sub- 
scribers who are anxious to learn of the 
mighty spread of truth oftenor than 1 
once each month. 

The great ascessions making to the 
church, and the introduction of the be- 
nlgn$bspd of peace, into new places, 
and ovher nations; also the great de- 
mand for publications from every part 
of America, renders it altogether ne-j 
ceas&ry for us to issue o :r periodical 
oftener than formerly. We should be 
pleased to publish our paper weekly, 
as we have an abundance of matter 
for the instruction of the saints, as 
President Joseph Smith jr. is furnish- 
ing us with essays on the glorious sub- 
ject of the priesthood, also giving us 
extracts of the new translation to lay 
before our readers, of the second vol- 
ume, — but our circumstances will not 
permit us to publish oftener than twice 
a month, as we arc but a child yet, and 
you are aware that a child must creep 
before it can walk, end walk before ii 
can run; so wc, having passed our in- 
fancy, must content ourselves by walk- 
ing the coming season, not saying what 
we will do the following year; but leave] 
that to the desUnv of Heaven, und the 

• 

good will of our friends and the saints. 

We shall endeavor to make the sec- 
ond volume as interesting and instruc- 
tive as possible, not sparing any pains 
on our part to give, as early as can be, 
nil important information concerning 
the church at home or abroad. It will 
contain essays on the following sub- 
jects; the gospel, the priesthood and 
tho gathering of Israel. Wc shall also^ 
give a synopsis of the general news of I 
the day. 

SIEEECSS TWO DOLLARS per 
Runum payable in all cases in advance. 
Any person procuring 10 nctv subscri- 



six months, and ull letter- p.dc!r*sscd to 
the publishers must be FO; T PAID, 
or they wiil n:>t be taken o;:t of the 
oflica. 
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